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PREFACE. 



^T^HE completion of this work having bee? delayed lon|[ beyond the period 
originally contemplated for its publication, 4he Authors ftel called on -to 
assure their readers that the interval has been unremittingly devoted to the 
examination of every pablic and private source of information, manuscript 
and printed, whence light could be thrown on their subject Their toil has, 
in some cases, been productive only of a negative result; in most instances, 
however, it has been rewarded by stores of new and interesting materiaL 

It was at first dengned to comprise within the limits of the work, in 
addition to what is now given to the public, a history of the See and 
Bishops of Ossory, as well as of the Episcopally founded Corporation of the 
Irishtown of Kilkenny, and to have included within the Section of Monu- 
mental Antiquities memoirs of many persons known to have been buried 
within the walls of the cathedral, although their tombs no longer exist 
there. The great accumulation of materials, already aUuded to, rendered it, 
however, necessary either to increase the size and price of the work, or 
to abandon a portion of the original plan. The Authors were prepared to 
cMTy out the whole to the fullest extent, but the Publishers, who had 
undertaken the work at their own risk, came to the condoslon that to 
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make one part of the subject aa complete as possible, was better than to 
I^ae a compendium of the entire. It was also thought desirable to touch 
with brevity on the history of those personages whose actions have already 
been recorded in easily accesfdble publications. It is right to observe that 
the Authors never stipulated for any pecuniary recompense for their labours ; 
and as, independently of a considerable increase in the number of illus. 
trations, the amount of letter-press devoted to the work aa now issued, 
exceeds by more than a third the quantity ori^nally promised to Sub- 
scribers, the Publishers have little hope of ultimate reimbursement, not to 
say profit It is hoped that hereafter suflicient encouragement may be 
^ven to bring out a separate wo:4c embracing the rest of the matter 
collected by the Authors during the progress of the present volume. 

In printing the monumental inscriptions, the errors of OThelan, and of 
those who have used his MS., were at first noticed as they occurred; but 
this plan was quickly abandoned, in consequence of the amount of space 
requisite for so many additional notes. Accuracy has been insured by 
repeated comparison of the proo& with the monuments themselves. 

The greater part of the illustrations have been drawn by the Rev. James 
Graves — the architectural portion from actual admeasurement. The Authors 
have to thank Mr. E. Fitzpatrick for two drawings ; and, wherever necessary, 
competent artists have also been employed. The careful wood engraving of 
Mr. W. Oldham and Mr. G. A. Hanlon has been combined with the known 
excellence of the Univeraty Press to bring out the work in a manner which, 
it is hoped, will reflect credit on Irish Artists and Publishers. 

Wtere many have been kind, it must seem invidious to single out a few: 
yet the names of the Rev. WiUiam Reeves, D. D., who has read the proof-sheets 
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PREFACE. vii 

aff they issued from the press, and otherwise ^ven lus able assistance to the 
Authors ; and of John Q'Donovan, Esq., LL. D., whose invaluable stores of 
information were ever at their service when required, cannot be withheld. 
To them, and to their many other generous friends and fellow-workers, the 
Authors return their unfeigned thanks : they have (if they may venture 
to adopt the words of one who could more worthily use them) but "as 
poor labourers carried the carved stones and polished pillars, from the 
hands of the more skilful architects, to be set in their fit places, which 
here they offer upon the altar of love to their country, and wherein they 
have held it no sacrilege to rob others of their richest jewels to adorn this 
their most beautiful nurse, whose womb was liieir conception, whose breasts 
were their nourishment, whose bosom their cradle, and lap (they doubt 
not) shall be their bed of sweet rest, till Christ by His trumpet raise 
them thence." 



EiLKsmnr, Angwt, 1SS7. 
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HISTORY, ARCHITECTURE, AND ANTIQUITIES 

OF 

THE CATHEDEAL CHURCH OF ST. CANICE. 



SECTION I. 

THE CATHEDRAL. 



CHAPTEK I. 

INTRODUCTOBT. — SEIB-KIBRAN AND AQHABO- 

AT the outset of a work professing to treat of the Cathedral of OsBoiy, the 
reader will naturally expect to meet with some notice of the ancient 
monastic communitaes of Seir-Kieran and Aghabo, supposed bj nearly every 
writer* who has touched on the subject to have served in turn as the mother 
churches of the diocese, ere Kilkenny became the cathedral city ; the more so, 
as the question suggested by the connexion which existed between the primitive 
monasticism and episcopacy of Ireland is one of great interest to the student 
of ecclesiastical history. The full discuflsion of this subject will, however,more 
properly claim our attention in a separate work to be especially devoted to the 
history of the bishops and see of Ossory ; suffice it, for the present, to observe 
that the hagiology and authentic annals of Ireland almost universally represent 
the primitive Irish bishop as the head of a body of clergy and disciples whom 
hia missionary exertions and the fame of his sanctity had gathered round the 
cell, founded oftentimes by their prelate when an ascetic dweller inter etknkos, or 

'See • Ma- Treatise, Dc Otgorimn Diageen toL L, p. 398, &c ; BBm. Jhminieana, pp. 18, 
§4,Miia.Brit^Cod.ClareDd^toin.lL,p.l9;^d(a 297; Ubboii's Paroeiaai Swveg, vol. L, p. 33; 
SS. Hibn.,t(m. L,^473,col a; UuTtii'a Wan, Sbet'a Sl Contce, p. 12; &c 
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3 SEtR-EIERAN. [sbct. i. 

in eremo, amongst the heathen or in the desert The code by which the new- 
made converts regulated their daily life was given to them by their spiritual 
father. Thus a caenobium was formed, from whence, as from a centre, the 
joint labours of the bishop and his clergy gradually extended amongst the 
surrounding heathen, until met by the similarly widening circles of kindred 
communities ; and as monastery after monastery sprang up, the abbot-prelates 
resided in this place or in that, as one church rose into fame, or another sank 
iato obscurity. 

Seib-Kieram'. — There can be little doubt that from a community thus con- 
stituted the first preachers of Christianity went forth amongst the rude and tur- 
bulent tribes of ancient Ossory ; and it is not at all improbable that on this spot 
was also erected one of the earliest Christian churches in Ireland, a date anterior 
to the advent of St Patrick being generally assigned to the founding of the cell at 
Saighir by Kieran (Chiarain) the son of Lughaidh. It is true, that in the op- 
posite scale must be placed the authority of the accurate and judicious Lanigan; 
who, deterred by the many difficulties which beset the advocacy of an earlier 
date, has fised on the latter end of the fifth century as the more probable era of 
its foundation. But thus totally to reject all testimony in favour of the earlier 
epoch does not seem to be in accordance with the rules of sound criticism, 
much as it may tend to smooth the path of the historian. The Lives of Eieran, 
and those of Declan, Ailbhe, and Ibar, are unquestionably of great antiquity, 
and although comprising much that is fabulous, do not bear the marks of 
documents forged to support a preconceived theory. They are all opposed to 
Dr, Lanigan's conclusions ; and it is assuming too much to suppose that tJiey 
TodcTi chiirc\ are altogether without foundation, especially when we recollect that they derive 
' support from almost every historical authority bearing on the ancient Church 
history of Ireland. 

Saighir, called, from its founder, S^ghir- Chiarain, is situate in the King's 
County, and barony of Ballybritt, not far from the south-western extremity of the 

•Uap, geliduB, Old Life of St Patrick; 6idpain, Four Jf<ut«r« ; Seyrkieran, FtuomJfoK, 

Flauium fluorB.ppeU8tam, VitaTripan.S.P<a. ; 17 Edw. I., Tur.Lond. ; Sayrkeran, Zii.fiui, Oa- 

Fturon, 1* Vita S- Kierani, Acta SS. Sibn., aorien, foL 1 ; Serrkeran, Clyn'i Annaia; Shyre 

torn, i., p. 458 ; Sdi^uap (uomen fontis), fetire keran. Inquisition on surrender of priorj ; Seir- 

Aengua, 5° Martii ; Saaigip, Saijpe, Saijip Eieran, modtm ttaage. 



I. Patrick, 
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Slieve Bloom (Sliabh Bladhma) mouDtains. It gives its oame to a pariah which, 
although insulated by the diocese of Eillaloe, is under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of Ossory, — thus affording an extremely interesting landmark of ihe sway 
borne in ancient times by the kings of Ossory over the territory of Eile O'CarroL 
In the First Life of Eieran the geographical position of Saighir is most accu- 
rately marked; it is described as lying within the district of Eile, in the very 
centre of Ireland, on the confines of its ancient northern and southern divisions, 
Leath-Chuinn and Leath Mogha, and (a strong proof of the antiquity of the 
Life) in the region of Munster*. In the Gloss on the FestU<^ium of Aengua 
(5" Martii) the name is written Saiguap, and explained as " nomen fontis," the true^ i^th* 
name of a well, and there can be Httle doubt that such was the true and ancient aote d. '' 
orthography, Sai^ being the proper name, and uap, cool, gdidua, the descriptive 
epithet The Leabbar Breac contains the injunction given by Patrick to Kieran, 
when, on his way to Rome, the Apostle of Ireland met the latter returning home 
to his native country. It runs as follows: — 

Saij uap, 

CumtKiis caCip pop a bpu, 

1 cino •xxr bliaoon banb 

CoiDipicpein ant> -) cu. 

Siug the cold, 

Erect a city on its brink, 

At the end of thirty revolving years 

There shall I and thou meet. 

— Fol. 42, now 32. 
The same inference may be drawn from the words of the Latin Life of Kienm 

* " Et ait 8. PatriciDB ad 8. Kiermniim ; vade of the two prciTiDcea is thus incidental!; alluded 
ad Hibemiam inte me, & adi fontem in medio to:~-" Yeniens siquidem S. Fulcheiina ad ori- 
Hibernin in confinio Australinm & Aqnilona- entolem plagam Mumnnin, qu» dimtar £ile oon- 
lium HibemieDsium, qni vocatar Foaran; & tra Occidentalem terram Laginenmuin, qne 
oonstitue ibi Mouasterium, — — Fone vero ille OsBraight nominator." — Id., p. jS91, col. a. Eile 
ncnt Bupra dictnoi eat, in oonfinio (jaUai par- orEl^O'CarrollancientlycomprisedthebaniDies 
torn) Prouinciaram Hibemig oonttat; sed tame of Ikerrin and Eliogarty in the conntyof Tip- 
in Anitrati ptaga & r^one Humouin, videlicet perary.in addition to thoseofClonliskandBally 



ki plebe, quie Tocator Uele." — Acta SS. H&m., britt in the King's County, to which that terri- 

tom. i., p. 468, ool. ft. In the very antueut Life tory was in after ages confined. The baronies of 

of 8t. Mochoemog, or FulcheriuB, the boundary Clonlisk and Ballybritt are part of the present 

B 2 



yGooQie 



4 SEIR-KIERAN. [sect. i. 

quoted by Ussher, and of the First Life of the same s^nt, printed by Colgan, 
" Adi foQtem — qui vocatur fuarau"*: whilst the immediate import of the word 
is fixed in the Tripartite Life of St. Patrick, " Huaran enim, sine Fueran, idem 

TV. n., p. 1B6, Hib^nis sonat quod fons viuus, siue viua vel fri^da aqua d terra scaturiens." 
All over Lreland at this time Paganism was prevalent; indeed we can 

^A. ss. HOm., trace the existence of the Pagan priesthood at a much later period*: the coun- 

iMn.^1., p. 4&S, ^ around Saighir was then, moreover, a desert, clothed with dense forests, 
and untenanted save by wild beasts. Thither St Eieran retired from his dis- 

idm, p. 4T8, ciples"; and there, about a. d. 402, constructed a cell of die humblest ma- 



civil province of Leinater, but they still form » 
portion of the eccleuutical province of Munster, 
thus ftfibrding one unongat manyinatances which 
might be adduced to prove that the present ec- 
clesiastical divisions of Ireland preserve traces 
of its andent dvil bouDdaries. For the extent 
of andent Ossory, which appears at an early pe- 
riod to have included EUe, and the clum set up 
by the Mumonians to the tract extending &om 
Enockgrafibn, in Tipperary, to the riTer Nore, 
see The Soot of Rights, edited for the CeMo So- 
ciety by Dr. O'Donovan, pp. 17, «. '; 78, n. '; 
and 88, n. > ; also the same writer's tract on The 
Triba and Territoriet o/Aaaeta Oaory, enlarged 
from the Traiuaaiona of Oie KShamy Anha- 
ologieal SocUtg, for the year 1850, p. 15. 

* In the TriparUte Life of St. Patrick, para ii., 
cap. ix., Svar is given as the name of a river, — 
"juxta flaviumi^Mor appellatum."— ZV. Z^, 
p. 130, col. J. The etymol<^ of Saighir given 
in the text rests on the high authority of Di. 
O'Donovan and Engene Curry, Esq. 

* Acta SS. SSm., tom. i., p. 460, cpl. a. A 
catena of the various passages referring to the 
Pagan ctikus of Ireland, previous to the intro- 
duction of Christianity, which occur in our ha- 
giography, would form a moat interesting wort, 
und correct many erroneous opinions on the sub- 
ject now afloat. 

' Ada SS. Sibn., tom. L, p. 456, col. b. On the 



Boath-eastem shoulder of Slieve Bloom, not 
far from the spot where the road to Seir-Eieran 
branches off the great Limerick road, the pea- 
santry point out aa irr^ular endosure, some- 
what leM than an acre in extent, as St. Eieran's 
Park, and they tell you that the saint in the first 
instance pitched on this spot as the site of his 
ceU,and proceeded sofaraatoendosethearea with 
a wall; but, having been diagusted by the thiev- 
ish propensities of the women of the ndghbour- 
faood, he migrated to Saighir, and there settled. 
The occupier of the land in 1846 (then an dd 
man) stated to hb that he remembered St. Kieran's 
Park to have been aurrounded by a wall built of 
rough blocka of stone, of great size, piled on each 
other: these stones, with the exception of some 
still remuning on the soutb-east side, had been 
sdd to Mr. Birch of Bosciea, and removed for 
building purposes. A fine translucent spring 
gashes out from the hill side, nearly in the cen- 
tre of the area already described, and is called 
St Kieran's Well. It is easily seen how impor- 
tant a spring well would be, nay, how indis- 
pensable to one who, like Kieran, had fixed his 
residence where " eremus lata, denaa silois per 
circnitum erst" (Acta SS.y. and no less neces- 
sary was it to the inonaatic and collegiate com- 
munities, wherever established. We know that 
St. Patrick not only instructed bis followers as to 
the fashion of their churches, but also consi- 
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terials, — its walla of wicker-work, its roof of dried grass*. For a time the 
saint's sole companions were the wild animals, many of which he appears to 
have tamed''; and, except for their presence, he there lived as a solitary dweller 
in eremo. But his disciples discovered the place of his retreat, and soon the 
wicker hut grew into a famous monastery, and subsequently an ecclesiastical 
" civitas" gathered round the walls of his church'. Not long after the estab- 
lishment of the monastery, Dymma, Chief of the neighbouring territory of Ui 
Fiachach^ threatened to expel the saint, but, according to the legend, was mi- 
raculously restrained. 

The two Lives of St Kieran, printed by Colgan, throw some light on the 



Unhar, Dt 
Bra. End. 
PrimoriL, 
p. 1091. 



dered k apriog of snoli importance, th^t the com- 
pilera of bis Acta frequently represent him u 
working a miracle in order to supply that ne- 
cessary adjuQct In the Tripartite Life tlie 
chorch of Oran, in the county of Roscommon, is 
stated to have been thus &voiired ; and from the 
oopioiu well which burst forth at the saint's 
bidding, the name Oran or Iluaran was derived. 
It is not, therefore, at all necessary to suppose 
that St Patrick, in his injunction to Kieran, 
meant to denote any particular well, but 
merely to Indicate, as the site of the future mo- 
nastery, the ndghbourhood of a spring about the 
centre of Ireland. St. Kieran'a Park is distant 
from Seir- Kieran about eight miles in an easterly 
direction. 

* This may be gathered from the First Life of 
Kieran. A wild boar, which has been miracn- 
loosly tamed, provides for the saint " virgas et 
fennm ad materiam cells constmendn." — Acta 
SS. H&n., torn. L, p. 468, ool. b. 

* Kieran appears to have had a peculiar fond- 
ness for the lower »mm^la, See his First Life, 
paitim. 

* Pastes sni discipuli et alij plures ad S. Kie- 
ranu in ipso looo oonuenerunt vndique, & ibi in- 
ceptnm est clarum Uonasteriom. — — Et postea 
ciuitas crenit Dei dono per gratiam S. Kierani; 
qoss omnia Tocantor uno nomine Sayghir — ^cta 



SS.St^toin.l,fp.4S8,a>l.b;459,coLa. St. 
Kieran is said, in both ibeLives published by Col- 
gan, to have converted his mother Liadhaine to 
the Christian faith, and to have erected a cell for 
her in the neighbourhood of Sughir: — " Mater 
S. Kierani veniat ad eum, qus & filio suo fidelis 
Christiana & sancta Dei famula effecta est; & 
edificauit S. Kieninus Sanctf matri sua Liada- 
nin, ceiUm in propinqno loco seoreim, & unctas 
virgines congregauit ad eam inibL" — Id., p. 459, 
ool. 0, where a curious story is told about one 
of St. Liadbaine's nans, named Bruinecha, and 
Dymma, Chief of Ui-Fiacbcach. Colgan identifies 
St.Liadhaine'8DiumerywithKill-Liadhaine,now 
Killyon (Liadhaine is pionooncedLeeSn), situate 
between Ssighir and Birr, in the barony of Fir- 
cal. King's County; and says that she vras com- 
memorated on the 15th of August, (/d, p. 464, 
coL a, n.). There are oo remains of the pri- 
mitive convent of St. Liadhaine now exbting; 
fragments of the walls of a more modem erec- 
tion were, however, standing therein 1846. For 
a notice of Killyon, and some curious discoveriea 
made there, see TranmtctioTU of the Kilkenny 
Archaotogkal Soeidy, toL i., p. 215. 

' Cinel Fiaohach extended from Birr, in the 
n^hbourbood of Saighir, to the bill of Uis- 
neaoh in Westmeath — Four Mtulen, voL i., 
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Fttlibgiim, 6' 
Hwtii, ipiid 
Colgin, torn. i. 
p. 470, <»L». 

Ad. SS. aOn., 
tom. L, pp. 4ti, 
cat. a; 467, a. 



economy of the monastery at Saighir at an early period ; probably affording us 
an incidental portraiture of the communis, contemporary with the 'writer's era. 
For example, we learn that subordinate to the abbot was the pnepositus, 
who attended to the temporal concerns of the community. We read also of a 
cellarer, who busied himself with the entertainment of the guests. The monas- 
tery was rich in swine, sheep, milch kine, and draught oxen for the plough. 
There were also fifty draught horses employed in tillage, and the community 
possessed a building for the rearing of calves, which had ten doora and ten sepa- 
rate stalls*. In the treasury of the monastery was a miraculous bell, bestowed 
by St. Patrick on Eieran, and which the Apostle of Ireland had prophesied 
should remain mute until the latter arrived at the place designated as the site 
of his future monastery*. This bell, which was called "BardanKierani" ("forte," 
observes Colgan, "Bodhran,i.e. mutum")^ had been made under the inspection 
of GermanuB, the Galilean instructor of St. Patrick: it was extant, and held in 
high veneration at Saighir, when the First Life of Eieran was composed; it 
was also universally honoured throughout Oasory, being carried to the treaties 
of princes, sworn on for the defence of the poor, and used to sanction the col- 
lection of the tribute due to the monastery by the people of Ossory. The 
paschal fire, according to the practice of the Eastern Church, was lighted every 
Easter, and kept burning in the church during the entire year. So numerous a 
company of disciples gathered round Kierau at Saighir that Aengus terms the 
saint " Eieranum populosum ;" some of these he ordained priests ; others he 
raised to the episcopate; on others he conferred the minor orders of the Church. 
Besiding at Saighir with the clergy which he had thus gathered round him, he 
had there his " cathedra;" and the people of Ossory having by his instrumen- 
tality been converted to Christianity, that region was his " parochia." The 



' The scholiast (Magnire) on the Festiloginm 
of Aengus, at the 5th of March, is thns trans- 
lated bj Colgan;^" Fuit etiam Tir valde locu- 
ples in armentonim poaseasionibus. Domus eins 
artnentaria sine bonile dec« habebat portas & 
decern particularia reclusoria: in singulis eraot 
decern vituli: & aingolos vitnlos decern alebant 

vaccK. Habebat etiam eqaos ingales quin- 

quaginta pro aratro & agriculture. " — Acta SS. 



Bibn., tom. i., p. 471. coL a. 

' The fame of this mii«ole is ttill tradiUooallf 
handed down amongst the peasantry of Selr- 
Kieran, who point to Bell Hill, a townland in 
the immediate neighbourhood, lying to the north 
of the church, and Bell Bush (a ragged white* 
thorn growing thereon) as touking the place 
and even the very spot where the^onian Kiermi 
regained its voice. 



.Google 



CHAP 1.3 SEIR-KIERAN. 7 

hospitality of the commimity, and their bounty to the poor, were on a large 
scale. On one occasion, when St. Patrick, accompanied by Aengus, King of a 
MuQSter, and a numerous retinue of chiefs, visited St Kieran at Saighir, eight c< 
oxen, together with a proportionate quantity of the beet wine, were provided 
for their entertainment. At another time the entire army of Ailill, King of 
Cashel, which encamped near the monastery, was supplied with food*. 

The cemetery of St Kieran's monastery at Saighir came at an early date to 
be esteemed of peculiar sanctity ; for the saint, in answer to one of his three 
last prayers, is said by the legends to have obtained for it the privilege that the /, 
gates of hell should not, after the judgment day, be closed upon those who were " 
buried near his " cathedra." Dymma, Prince of Ui-Fiachach, after his repen- 
tance and reconciliation with St Kieran, ordered that his posterity should be 
there inte^'ed^ And, from a passage in Keating's History of Ireland, it ap- s. 
pears to have been also the burial-place of the kings of Ossory. The cemetery ^ 
of Saighir was, probably, at first enclosed by the customary earthen rampart or 
stone cashel* ; but be that as it may, there was no trace of cashel or of rampart 



• Acta SS. Hibn., tom. i, p. 461, ccJ. 0. The 
minculoni agency introduced, on the most triyikl 
occuioni, til through the legends of our Irish 
BuntB, is allowed to be fiolitioa b hj Dr. Luiigmn, 
Albm Butler, tad every Somm Catholic writer 
who has touched on the subject But, granting 
•U this, no nation in Europe can produce such 
a man of cnrioas matter, containing so much 
historical and topographical information of ex- 
treme antiqaity, interspersed though it be with 
a set oflegends of the wildest estmn^aoce. Oar 
Irish hagiology ia the work of men who loved 
hrane aasoiuations, and who borrowed little or 
nothing JTom the cold matter-of-fact tone of the 
Continental schooL 

* Acta SS. SiH., torn, i, p. 459, ool. b. There 
were rights of consid^vble importance accruing 
tothedinreh ormonasteryfromtbepartidpatora 
in the privil^^ of sepnlture within the ceme- 
teries " Onine oorpua," say the ancient Irish 
canons printed by D*Achery, ** habet in jure suo 
▼aocam, et equum, et Testimentnm; et orua- 



tum lecti buI: nee quicqoam honun redditur in 
alia debits; quia corpori ejus tanquam vema- 
eola debentur." — SpicHtgiutn, Paris, 1723, tom. 
L, p. 496, cold. Whiletburialinthepatemalse- 
pulchre was also strictly enjuined: "Moledictus 
omnis homo qui non sepelitur in sepulcru pa- 
trum Buorum." — /dan, p. 495, coI.(. D'Acbery 
attributes these canons to the eighth century. 

* Sometimes these t^ita were constructed 
solely of earth; Beacan, the founder of the 
church of KiU Beacan in Muskry-Cuirc, was 
diggii^ with great labour a ditch to surround his 
churchyard, when Diarmuid, King of Ireland, 
visited him by the advice of St. ColumbkUle. 
— Keating's //utor^o/'/r/Iaru^ book ii., p. 23, ed. 
1723. They were also frequently built with an 
extunal facing of stones to the earthen rampart; 
it waa thus St. Cathbert, an Irish ecclesiastic, 
enclosed hia monastery on the island of Fame, 
" quem Tidelicet murum, non secto lapide, Tel 
latere et csmento, aed impolitis prorans lapidiboa 
et cespite, quem de medio loci fodiendo tulerat, 
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remaining in the year 917, — perbaps it may have been obliterated when die 
Danes, issuing from their ships moored in Linn-Bois opposite Ross-na-Bee od 
the Boyne, wasted Saigbir and Birr, in the year 842*. Geoffrey Keating, in a 
passage omitted by his English translator, who was, probably, ashamed of the 
wildly fabulous strain which pervades it, relates that Sadbh, daughter of Donn- 
chadh, the son of Kellagh, Lord of Ossory, grieved that Swghir, the burial-place 
of her ancestors, lay open and defenceless, whilst so many famous churches in 
Ireland were encircled by walls, induced her husband, Donnchadh, son of Flann 
Sinna, monarch of Ireland, to assemble a large number of masons from Meath, 
and erect a smtable wall of stone around the cemetery*. 



composnit. £ qnibns quidam tants enstgran- 
ditatis nt vix a quatuor Tins Tiderentur potaisse 
levari." — Btda Optra If wloriea, edited by Steven- 
son for the English Historical Soraetj, torn, ii., 
p. 84, Yita S. Cndbercti. In loanj instances the 
church or monasteiy was surrounded hj one or 
more stone walls, or cashels; Flahertj O'Brol- 
laghui (Flaithblieartach O'Brolchun) erected a 
cashel round^echurches of Derrj, and pronmin c- 
ed a curse on any one who should come over it. 
—FowJIaMers,yol.ii.,p.ll47,A..D. 1162; 2V«m 
Tliaum.,p.S05. TbeseMptodifferedlittlefromthe 
military erections of the ancient Irish, and in fact 
were similarly designated, Bath, Lis, Cathair, 
Cashd, or Dun, according to the Tarieties of 
their form and construction. But, beside the 
idea of security, that of seclusion also entered 
into their plan. Cuthbert's septum was so built 
that he could only heboid the heavens from 
withia it: the esternal face of the wall being 
only about the height of a man, whereas inter- 
nally the area was sunk in the rock to a much 
greater depth, and this was done purposely, 
" ad oohibendun occulorum simul et cogita- 
taum iBBciviani, ad erigendiun in supema desi- 
deriatotam mentis intentionem." — Beda Opera, 
ut supra. These enclosures were recognised 
by the ancient Irish Canons: — " Qui occiderit 
hominem intra Bept& mopasterii ezul cum d^m- 



natione exeat," Sx. — Spdmani ConcUia, Lond. 
1639, torn, i, p. 266. In the Refonnatio Bo- 
clesiastica Ludorici Fii, A. d. 816, the "claua- 
tra canonicorum" are ordered to be surrounded 
" firmis undique munitionibns," to preclude 
entry except by the gate. ColUetio CofutituL 
ImperiaL Melchiari» Qoldattt, tom., iii., p.21 1 ; see 
also this subject fully treated by Dr. Petrie, 
Origin and Una of the Sound Towtrt of Ireland, 
pp. 440-447. Saighir seems to have had two 
t^la, an internal casbel of stone, and an exter- 
nal rath, formed of earth faced with stones. 

* The Four Masters place this event in the 
year 841, but the true date is 842. Archdall, 
Monatt. Hibn., p. 405, not being aware of the 
variation in the chronology of the authorities 
he quotes, makes three burnings and plunder- 
ings of one, placing them nnder the years 839i 
641, and 842, respectively. Neither can his no- 
tices of Disert-Kieran, under the years 855 and 
951, refer to Saighir: Disert-Kieran, now called 
Castlekieran, is situate in the County Meath, on 
the Blackwater, two miles from Eells. See Four 
ifa<l.,voLi.,pp.374,n.-, 489,513; vol. ii.,p.665. 

" The following curious account of the trans- 
acttoQ has been kindly transcribed for this work 
by John O'Donovan, Esq., LL. D., from a Latin 
version of Keating's History of Ireland, made 
by Dr. John Lynch, the author of CanjArenai* 
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Notwithstanding, however, this mark of royal favour, the monastery 
seems to have gradually &Uen into decay: our annals, which afford us a 



Evertat. It is not given in the printed English 
translations of Keating, having been, probably, 
considered too fabulous ; the accessories do not, 
however, invalidate the fact of the erection of 
the Mptum bj the persons, and at the time, in- 
dicated. The passage is not to be found in an; 
cop7 of Keating, except that made by John, 
•on of Toma O'Molconry, in Keating'a own 
time, and now deposited in the manuscript Li- 
brary of Trinity College, Dublin (H. 5. 26, 
p. 149). O'Muloonry'a copy is, however, high 
authority (being erceeded only by Keating's au- 
tograph, which is believed to be preserved at 
8l Indore's, Borne), and in this instance it is 
sn{^>orted by the Genealogical Work of Duald 
Mac Firbis, of which the original is in Lord 
Eoden's possession, and a transcript in the Li- 
brary of the Boyal Irish Academy. The publi- 
cation of O^Molcoury's transcript, interpaged 
with Lynch's version, would confer a great boon 
on the student of Irish history :— 

"A.a 917- Ad Begni poat«a gnbemacnla' 
admotns est Donatns Flanni Sinnei, et Gorm- 
UithnfiliteFlannineptisConungifiiius; qoiux- 
orem haboit Sabam Donati filij Calaohi, Osirin 
B^iuli filiam, ctijus flagitationibus solioitatus, 
Satgriam Kierani maro cinxit. Ilia enim nger- 
rime tulit ctarissimu qoasque Hibamia Eccle- 
uas mnris ambiri, illam veto in quA majorea sui 
■epolchro mandabantur, eo sive munimento, sive 
cmamento, carer& Opificum igitur Midite pro> 
iectomm, maltitudine, operi peragendo jam ad- 
not&, Sabv Begins patrem e vivis excedere 
oootigit : qui poetquam tumulo illatus fuit, vea- 
partinis tcnebris jam inchoantibas, novem spec- 
tra sepnlshro insedentia, oculia et dentibu* nivem 
oandore, ceteris artubus carbonem nigredinesn- 
peraotlbuB, sequent carmen Hibemionm, Ossirin 
B^ule dictum bombilabantes efferebant :— 



" niTuncep DonneaiO mfiip 
" Turba frequanubtt. Donate 



Ceallaig, &c, idut. 
» KcUcho, 
Nobiliom veMram crebrii acceuibua anlun, 
Qon quoqae voce choii modulantis duldter hymniH 
FenoDuiC noUs munigtis nepe calarvai. 
IllaiD per lata! nlpabmt per agmina campos 
laaecCata ttnt : bnc lacU ■abuidi rabibint 
Ad cammfMcadotn tonaoma cnlla pnelUi, 
Magnificu aatnpla ntulWque dectara decora 
Clamaiem miles, cantum chonu addldit altatn, 
EUaque dnxenint wmper latoi agmiua B^b, 
Qua Batiata epalls fiemuenmt munpura Into, 
Oiaqae gesUnint hilaii luffiua lubore. 
Turn kI Bsdvoa at hdtt aUque calorei, 
H> Tuio cnnu Unamut arra cohorUa, 
Eximijqne LyrK atpvin per atria BtgU, 
£t permuleeniDt gnUll cooccntibiu auras, 
AUjne animi curaa labdnxit bbnU Tatnm, 
Qui mnlto et cuitu cednere paemata Uudcs 
Ftelicis Ewia BegU, aumpliqne laboiis 
Larga reMiJentM ratolenmt pramia IbII. 
snbole* nugno lUniM de Reg« creata 
IMc ubi ciatara aora aigmtoque rigeatea. 
Die dU loat exllncti patiia iioiuma ? 
Quod lot cantona babult comiturnqos catervaa, 
Gloria magna fait, tiUb Qli Eiita tenorem 
Fcelicem dederant, fuerat dam vita aupentes 
BapU^mo dudum totm mlgiavit ad aitra 
Nnper, et ad metitoa, dum vitam daxit, honorei 
Noa illi (almn*, maiuit dam vita, mlnlatri : 
Bed voeea noatru jam qnllibat aoriboa bandt." 
" Tam honibili autem specie fueiunt hec 
spectra, at qui obtntum ineafigebant, e terrore 
maximo, viginti saltern et qiiatuor horarum mor- 
bo efficerentur. Singulis autem noctibus ad 
eundem tumulnm ilia carmina susurro profere- 
bant, ita ut Ecclesiasticis et Laicis noa mediocri 
admirationi fuerit, cur viri tumulus, qui sumine 
pietatem colait, a Dsmonibus eo pacto frequen- 
taretuT. NonnuUa pietatis ejus exercitia hue 
produco. Animi etenim sordes per confessionem 
orebr& eluere, sacraque synaxi se quam sspis- 
sime munire consnevit : Apostolorum vigilijs, 
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numerous list of the obits ofitsbishops, abbots, and learned men, Teaching down 
to the close of the eleventh century, cease, for several hundred years from that 
period, to notice Seir-Kieran. It is recorded, that the monastery was plundered 



in prime notte per Oniriam Ecclesija stipem 
egenii largiorem conferre ; in unicorum ndibus 
per totam OsBiriBm, Tel parentibuB orbum ali' 
qnem, rel p&upertate laborsntem enntrire, Eoli- 
tus eraL In singolia etiam Ossirin domibus tres 
comsioB eaculos haberi curavit, in qnomm nno 
decimam edulij sni partem singuli Tecondeb«nt: 
alter stipem panperibua aaBignatum Hibernice 
mtp THichil, id est, portio Michaelis, asBeirabat; 
Postremft mica et reliquin, matrefamilias potis- 
■imam solUcituite, committebantur. Sed et 
ande digiesaua sum eo me recipiam. Clenu 
preciboB et jejuniia triduania seduld incnbait 
nt rei misteriam mereretnr aocipere. Tandem 
nni ex illia e Dalfiachomm stirpe, Angelas Bb 
videndum pnebuit, dicens: magno Tobis adju- 
mento fuit, quod jejunio prtecationea adjnnx- 
eritis, spectra ilia noyem eclero [recU 4 Bodalitio 
poetico3 Congeodenai, qui tertio jam e tartaro 
Hiberniam tngressi, cum OBsirin Begi tIto mo- 
leatiam creare non poterant, ejns extincti tn- 
mulom infestant ; vob antem crastini die 
aacnim facite, et tumnlnm ac ccemiterium 
lustralis aqun asperBione irrorate : b&c enim 
DsmoneB facile abigentur. EccleEiaaticia igitnr 
miniateria ab Angelo indicta obeuntibaa, Le- 
mnrea, nigras avea ementiti, sublimes in lera 
Buperrolitant, coemiterium ant tumulum attin- 
gere diTinitus probibiti, borrendo etiam stridore 
clangentes, jejuoija, illos pnecationibaaque cce- 
meterij tnmulique aacrationem acceptam referre 
debere, quodque ipai tumulo Os«irite Beguli 
ampliua non officirent, alioquin a tumultn et 
tumulo officiendo nunquam Be leceaauros fuiase : 
quandoquiden ejaa anims cslo jam illate o£- 
cere non potuerunt, Hebc abi effutiTerant, ab 
omnium conspectu Bublati, amplina non compa- 
ruerunt. Forrd auperiores rernia dum a spectriB 



perctreperentur, roemoria msndaront Crosaanns 
Candidus O'Eingus et Uacriomtacbna O'Cono- 
ranus, qui ejusmodi carminum generi pangendo, 
toto poatea vitn decursu se totos addixemnt : 
Carmen autem illud Hibemicd Crossan, Latind 
obliquum dicitnr, qnod ez pngnantibua inter ae 
sententija plerumque conflaii aoleat" 

" The Cro^am," observes Dr. O'Donoran, 
'* were poets, whose principal oSce was to com- 
pose fbneral dirges or family panegyrica, bnt 
who frequently d^enerated into aatirista, like 
the modern jfc««n«r«. From this order of poets the 
family of Mac-I-Crossan, now Crosby, in Ulster 
and Leinster, is sprnng. It is a curious fact that 
the celebrated family of Glandore was of the 
Leinster bards of this name : for it appears from 
a letter in the State Papers Office, London, 
dated December 2nd, I6OI, in tbe handwriting 
of the then aged Earl of Ormonde, that tbe first 
of this family was an IriEhman from Leix, and the 
sonofUac-I-Crossan, O'More'sbard. The Earl 
tella his history, and complunB that be became 
'very insolent' when he got into power. See 
Tribes o/Zreiand, by Aenghoa O'Daly, edited by 
J. O'Donovan, LL. D., p. 25. The story is also 
curiona for the reference to cWip Ui CoiseoO, 
(yCongeo's band of poets, to whom I have seen 
no other reference. O'Congeo must have been 
some satirical Ciossan whose followers were 
believed to have all gone to tbe lower regions. It 
appeara to me further, that this story was penned 
at a very early period, to flatter the royal &mily 
of OsBory, and to bring the order of poets called 
CrosMns into disrepute, for the Crossan Finn 
O'Eing, and bia contemporary O'Conoran, are 
said to have committed to memory, and after- 
wards imitated, the aong of tbe demona." — Ori- 
ginal Later, penea auct. 
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by the people of Muneter thirty-five years after the piety of Donchadh's consort *. 
procured its enclosure: but the only other notice aflForded by the annals is the v. 
burning of the monastery by O'Carrol and the English in the year 1548. Ac- /■ 
cording to Ware, the Canons Regular of St. Augustine were introduced into Seir- 
Kieran; he does not supply the date, but it was probably about the middle of 
the twelfth century, when that order found entrance into the greater part of the * 
Irish monastic houses. The priory of Seir-Kieran does not appear to have re- 
covered from the devastation inflicted by O'Carrol and the English ere the 
general suppression of monastic houses supervened some twenty years later, as 
the Inquisition* on the surrender, taken at the neighbouring castle of The Leap, 
speaks of the walls of what had lately been the church, and, alluding to its pros- 
trate condition, states that a large stone building, thatched with straw, was then 
used as the parish church, whilst two other thatched homes served the canons 
for their place of residence. The precinct of the priory was found to compri'se 
one acre, thus identifying it with the present churchyard. The rectory of Seir- 
Eieran, valued at forty 8hillinga^ was impropriate in the canons ; as was also 



* A tnnscript of this InquisUion, so far as it 
relates to Seir-Kieran, is here subjoined, as Aroh- 
dall does not give a Tety clear sutoinaiy of its 
oontents. The disaolved Religions Houses to 
which it also relateE are "de lusola V ivencium," 
and " Boecre in Ealj." This Inquisition is at 
present preserved in the Chief Bemembrancei's 
Office, Dublin, and was held on the 28th of De- 
cember, 1S68, " apud LemyraDsne in Ely sub 
gnbemacione O'Kerroll," before Michael Fitz- 
Williams, Esquire, and Francis Delahyde, Gen- 
tleman, commisBioners appointed by the Queen; 
the jury find, with regard to Seir-Kieran, " qil 
prioratna canonict^ noiatus prioiatas scti Ke- 
rani, alias prioratus de Shyre Kerane in Ely pd, 
spect' ad dnam Regina racide dci pUamenti, & qd 
acttuB dicti prioratus continet ana acra in qua 
stmt mora l&piit dudu ecctie diet' prioratus, una 
turns parra, una magna dom? lapid straie tecta 
que domf modo est ecctia pochialis ut eccfia pd 
pstrata fuit, 1 ii. alie domus straie tecte ubi ca- 



nonid habitaTenint que Talent p snnii ultra re- 
padoe iii'. iiij'. Et dicont qd vitt de shyre pti- 
nebatad dict'prioratu.t modo ad dnam Ueginam 
in qua sunt tL cottag', 1 in campis ejusd sunt 
zl. acre terre arr' 1 pastur' valentes p ann' 
Ti'. Tiii*. Et dicunt q*t Kector' de Shyre alias 
Sbyrekerane spect' ad diet' dudii prioratii, t 
modo ad dnam BeginS, nnde decime cii slteragiis 
T&Ient p ann' ultra stipend curatoris to', xl*. 
Ic'." Arcbdall gives the 27tb of December as 
the date of this inquisition — Monaalicoit, p. 406. 
Lemyveenane, i e. L^iTn-i-Qdndin, O'Banau's 
Leap, now Leap Castle, and the seat of the Darby 
family, is situate between Seir-Kieran and Rob- 
crea. It was one of 0' Carroll's chief fortresses: 
*' there was scarcely any castle at that period 
(1516) better fortified and defended."— Four 
MagUra, vol. t., p. 1337, andn. 

" The composition for the vicarial tithes in 
1832 was £78 7a. 9d., from which twenty-five 
per cent, must now be deducted. 

2 
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the villa or townland of Seir-Kieran, forty-one acres in extent, on which then 
noi. Fat, stood six cottages. Queen Elizabeth, on the 3rd of August, 1578, demised, for 
No. 13, r^t. ' twenty-one years, at a rent of five pounds Irish, per annum, to Sir William 
O'Carroll, this priory, with its site, precinct, and possessionB in land and tithes. 
In 1586, Sir Luke Dillon, Knight, Privy Councillor, and Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, obtained from the Crown a lease of the premises for sixty years, 
after the expiration of the first-mentioned term ; and on the 9th of January, 
1604, Captain, afterwards Sir William, Taafe, was, by James I., granted the 
property, to hold in capite by the twentieth part of a knight's fee; and by him, 
Mamut. Hih... according to Archdall, it was subsequently assigned over to James Earl of Ros- 
common. 

The circuit of the ecclesiastical " civitas" may yet be traced with tolerable 
exactness. It apparently embraced an area of about ten acres in extent, en- 
closed by a fosse and double rampart of earth. On the north side these defences 
are tolerably perfect ; they are in good preservation also towards the south-west, 
where the inner rampart is still of considerable height, and strengthened by an 
external feeing of stone ; and the south-western angle is defended by a lofty 
earthen fort or tumulus. The principal entrance seems to have been placed at 
the north side, and another gate may be traced in the southern rampart. The 
entire area slopes with an eastern exposure down to a small stream, and its 
upper portion is very much intersected by earthworks, many of them running 
at right angles to each other, and presenting the appearance of streets*. The 
present churchyard lies nearly central in the larger area, but nearer the upper 
or western side : it contains about one acre, and is clearly the original precinct 
of the monastery: its boundary wall is, for the most part, extremely ancient, 
and may, with great probability, be assumed to retain some portions of the 

* These remuns indicate the exiatence here at acres, which seetDs to have been algo connected 
aome period of one of those aenofna where a with the monaaterj. At some distance sonth- 
Taat number of monks lived in separate cells, east of the church, St. Eieran's well is shown, 
ranged ia streets around the principal church, beneath an old ash tree; there is nothing re- 
See Inquiry into the Origin and Uses of th markable about it On Bell Hill, in the town- 
Round Toteeri of Irdand, p. 422. In the de- land of the same name, there ia an old whitethorn 
mesne of Oakley, on the opposite side of the called Bell Bush, which tradition points to as 
public road, may be seen another intrench- occupying the spot where the saint's bell found 
ment of irregular form, enclosing about two its voice, as alluded to at p. 6, n. ", ante. 
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septvm erected early in the tenth century, at the instance of the Queen of Donn- 
chadh, monarch of Ireland, as related in the curiouB extract from Keating, 
already quoted (page 8, n. ''). The accompanying dia- 
gram will give some idea of its peculiar construction. 
Both faces batter inwards several inches, and it will 
be seen that the slope of the coping is not equi- 
angular, the internal face being the most upright. 
The character of the masonry is best seen at the 
south side, where a considerable portion of the an- 
cient wall still remains perfect. The work exhibits 
one or two well-defined courses, composed of large , 
boulder stones, apparently dressed but on one sur- 
face, fitted carefuUytogether.andspawled ; thecentre no. i. 
is compacted of small stones, grouted with mortar of extreme hardness. 

The granite base of an early cross, and four examples of ancient tombstones, 
also occur in the churchyard; two of the latter (one of which is here figured) 



exhibit the graceful incised cross peculiar to Ireland, and to those portions 
of England and Scotland evangelized by Irish ecclesiastics. The diagram 
given in the next page represents the restored outline of a very elegant cross 
incised on another slab: and the commencement of an ancient Irish inscrip- 
tion, O? DO, are barely legible on the third. It is highly probable that the 



.Google 



14 AGHABO. [SKCT. i. 

sward of the burial-ground conceals eeveral monumental slabs of a similar age 
and character, which, should they ever come to light, may serve further to 
illustrate the scanty annals of Seir-Kieran. 
A few sculptured atones, which may have 
formed portions of a church contemporary 
with the ancient septum, or, at latest, erected 
in the eleventh century, lie scattered about 
the cemetery. One is the voussoir of a 
door-arch, carved with a bold three-quarter 
round moulding; another presents traces, 
in relief, of a cross within a circle, like that 
sculptured over the early square-headed 
doorway of Fore Abbey". The parish church, 
lately rebuilt by the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners of Ireland, preserves in its east 
window some remains of an earlier fabric ; 
the details, though transitional in character, 
may be referred to the close of the Early 
English period of Gothic architecture ; the 
engaged angle shafts and capitals are espe- ^"^ * 

cially worthy of attention. No trace of a Round Tower is now discoverable, 
did such an appendage to the monastery ever ezist ; but a small stone-roofed 
turret ( no doubt the " turns parva" of the Inquisition), still extant in the ceme- 
tery, has been gravely set down by an anonymous writer as the depository of the 
' sacred fire! A cursory inspection serves to show that the date of this structure 
is, comparatively speaking, very modem — the existence of a tier of shot-holes 
proving it to have been erected after the introduction of firearms. 

Aghabo''. — Having brought our brief notice of Seir-Kieran down to the 
present day, it will be necessary to revert to the sixth century of the Christian 
era, when the monastic house, which ultimately became, in the modem sense of 




• See this doorway figured by Dr. Petrie, in i> Ochat) bo, Martyrology of Aengui, Glosfl, 
\iia Inquiry irOo ike Origm and Uses of the Romnd Oct. 11 ; Acbad bou, Utine campulus boris, 
TowtnofJr^fid,^.\l\. Adammn't Life of SL GobmbOt Tr. Thamn., 
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the word, for a short period, the cathedral of the dioccBe of Ossory, was founded, 
and hegan to supplant, in the estimation of the tribes of the district, the earlier 
establishment of St. Kieran. 

The first order of Irish saints, the contemporaries of Patrick and Kieran of 
Saighir, had now passed away*. They were for the most part bishops, ordained 
in great numbers in order to supply the wants of an infant Church, and pro- 
mote the efectual preaching of Christianity to the heathen Irish ; and they 
lived collegiately with their inferior clergy, " caput Christum, et unum ducem 
Fatricium habentea." But although thus conforming to the rule given them by 
the Apostle of the Irish, they were not, strictly speakiog, monks'*, being rather the 
predecessors, defado, of the secular clergy, and engaged in the active duties of 
the Church. In process of time, however, when the Irish people had generally 
embraced Christianity, and the influence of the then prevailing mystic theology 
came to be felt amongst them, monachism, in its most rigid form, made rapid 
progress in the Irish Church : the simplicity of the primitive rule was departed 
from, many new ones introduced, and greater strictness affected. During this 
period, the commencement of which may be placed about the year 542, flou- 
rished the second order of Irish sainta", many of whom, although but simple 
presbyters, rose in estimation above the episcopal order, and even, as in the 

p. 353, col. a; Qchob M ChainOtS, Ftmr Mat- de Bomuiis, & Frande, & Britonibua, & Scotii 

ten, A.D. 1116; Aghabo, modtm usage. exortirant" — De Britim. EecL Primord.,p. 913, 

■ *' PrimaB ordo catbolicorum Sutctomm er&t ed. 1623. 

in tempore PtUricS. Et tunc eraat Episcopt om- » St. Kieran, «lthot^;h an aecetic, vu not a 

□es clan & sancti & apirita sancto pleni CCCL monk. For the difference between ascetics and 

nnmero, Ecdesiarnm fundatores. Unum caput monks, see Bingham's Antiquitki o/the Christian 

CMttam, & unum ducem Fatricium babebant; Chwth, b, Tii-, & i„ eectiooB 1-5. 

onam Missam, unun celebrationem, unam ton- ' " Secundus ordo catbolicorum Fresbytero- 

Buram (ab anre usqne ad aurem) sufferebant rum. In boo enim ordine pauci erant Epitcopi, 

Unum Fascha, ziv. Lun& post feqainoctiuin Ter- & mnlti Fresby teri, nnmero CCC. Unum caput 

uale, celebrabant : & quod excommunicatum Dominam nostrum babebant, divereas Hissas 

emet ab unEl EcclcBiil omnes excommunicabant. celebrabant & diversaa Regulas, unum Pascha 

Mulierum administrationem & consortia non qoartadecimi Luni, unam tonsnram ab sure ab 

respuebant: quia super Petram Christum fun- aurem: abnegabant muliemm administrationem, 

dati, Tentum tentationis non timebant. Hie ordo separantes eas ^ Monaeteriis. Hie ordo per (uo- 

Sanctomm per quatema duravit regna, hoc est, tema adhuc r^na doravit, hoc est sb extremis 

pro tempore Laogtirij, 4" -^i^ Muilt, if Lvgada Tvathail, et per totnm Diarmata Regis regnam, 

filio Laogarii, ^ TualhaiL Hi omnes Episcopi et duorum Muredaig nepotnm, et ^ido filii Ain* 
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case of Columbkille, acquired jurisdiction over the bishops in the districts 
■where they were venerated'. 

On the model of St. Columbkille's foundation at lona, Canice (Cainneach), 
the intimate friend of the Apostle of the Picts, and one of the most illustrious 
amongst the second order of saints, seems to have framed his monastery at Agh- 
abo. The precise date is not supplied either by the early life of St. Canice, pre- 
served in Archbishop Marsh's Library, Dublin**, or by Colgan's valuable folios. 
From the pages of the latter may, indeed, be gathered some data which render it 
highly probable that the monastery of Aghabo was not founded before the year 
558, and that it was in existence before 577°. We learn, however, from the 
life of the saint already referred to, that between Colman the son of Fearaide, 
" dux regionis Osraide," Chief of Ossory, and St. Canice an intimate friendship 
existed, and that Colman bestowed on the latter many townlands (villas), 
whereon SL Canice erected monasteries, and amongst them his " civitas" of 
Aghabo^ Seated amidst some of the richest pasture lands in Ireland — lands 
which retain their proverbial fertility to the present day* — the name QchaD bo, 

merech Quorum Dominit hsc budL Duo CtmuDfertensia, & Cormocas OLietbain Abb«i 

Finiatti Cairmua" &c. — De Brian. EecL DamugeDBis vni ex HiberoiA profecti in lonam 

Primord., p. 914. Inealam veniunt td S. Columbsm invistm- 

' "Habere autem Bolet ipM insula reotorem dum." — Tr. Thauta., p. 428, col. b. See also 

semper abbatem presbjtemm, cajua jnri etom- p. 367, coL b, where Adamnan places this visit 

nis prorincia, et ipsi etiam epiacopi, ordine ia- to Columba at Hiuba or Himba, an island 

usitato, debeant esite subjecti, JDzta exemplum which has not as yet been identified. Dr. La- 

primi doctoris illius, qui noil episcopus, aed nigan {Ecel. Sist., toL ii., p. 66) proTes that 

presbyter extttit et monachua." — Bede's Hig- Bangor coald not have been founded before the 

toria Eccl. Gentii. Ang., lib. iii., cap. ir., § I60. year 558, and Brendan of Glonfert died in the 

" The Life of Canice, in the Burgnndian Li- year 577 (four Matten, toL i., p. 209). Dr. La- 

braiy, Bruaaels, printed by the late Marquie of nigan (vol. ii., p. 38) places this visit after the 

Ormonde, ia equally vague as io dates. yeai- 563, probably because 564 is the latest 

' This would appear from the following con- date assigned to the foundation of Brendan's 

siderations. St. Canice is styled the founder monastery at Clonfert. — Four Masters, vol. L, 

of a monastery when he accompanied SS. Com- p. I90, n. °'. 

gall, Brendan, and Cormao (of whom the same <■ " Colmanus tilias fearaide dnx regionia oe- 
statement is made) to visit St. Columba at Hy : raide sancto cunnico amicus erat et ipse multaa 
"QuatuorexHibemiailloiBvapnecipuisSanctis, villas dedit ei, in quibnssanctasCainnicusedifi- 
Venerabiles Fatrea & Monasteriorom fundatores, cauit monaateria et civitatea." — Vita Camneehu 
ComgelluB scilcet Abbas Beochorensis, Canne- cap. xxxviiL, MS., Marsh's Library, 
chus Abb. Achadhboensis, Brendanus Abbaa * The grasa landa which surround the site of 
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Ager doum, is graphically descriptive of the situation of the- monastery. Agh- 
abo lies in the Dorth-eastem angle of the parish of the same name, in the 
barony of Clarmallagh*, and Queen's County. 

The A<Aa of Canice afford little or no information as to the internal po- 
lity of his monastery at Aghabo ; but the conjecture, already hazarded, that 
it followed the rule of Columbkille, dmves much force from the intimacy 
known to have existed between these eminent ecclesiastics, taken in connexion 
wit^ the prominent position assumed by this community amongst the Osbo- 
rians** at a period when Scanlan their Prince was under great obligations to St. 
Columbkille. As to its subsequent history, our information, apart from the 
obits of its bishops, abbots, and learned men", is very scanty ; but the silence of 
our ancient annalists on a point which naturally assumed a prominent position 
in their brief chronicles, renders it extremely probable that Aghabo enjoyed an 
unwonted exemption from violence for three centuries and a half after its founda- 
tion ; having been, apparently for the first time, in the year 913, plundered by 
the " Strangers," of whom afresh horde had about that period entered the estuary 
of the Nore, Suir, and Barrow, then known as Loch-Dachaech^ Somewhat 
more than a century afterwards, when the country had recovered from Uie ra- 
vages of the Northmen, and ecclesiastical architecture had received a renewed 
impetus, A.D. 1052, the church of the monastery was rebuilt, and the shrine of 

the tnonutery of Aghabo ire well known u nies, thuB ignoriog the ancient baroD3r of Upper 

amongst the ricbeat paatorea in Ireland. That Ossory, which np to that period comprised both, 
portion of them locally termed the " bnllook '' The anthoritiea for thia assertion, and a 

park" (campnlns boTum) will fatten a bnllock notice of the transactions which took place be- 

and a sheep per acre, or prodnoe perpetual mea- tween St. Colombkille and Scanlan Prince of 

dewing without tensible deterioration. It cannot Ossory, will find their proper place in the early 

be denied that the foanders of onr primitiTe mo- history of the see. The Rev. William B«eres 

nasteries were excellent jndgea of land, and it is has printed a very cnrions and early Role of 

equally clear that they were the great agricul- Columbkille taken from a manuscript preserved 

toriste, road-makers, and bridge-builders, of in the Bnrgundian Library, Brussels. Primate 

their day. The remains of an an<»ent causeway, Colton't YitfiaUon, p. 109. 
stretching across the bog from the monastery of ° Their names will be found in the forth- 

Aghabo towards Castletown, ie traditiooally, coming history of the see of Ossory. 
and without doubt correctly, assigned to the * Four Mtuter3,to\.u.,-^6^. Archdall makes 

engineering skill of the monks. two plunderings out of one here, and sets down, 

' The Ordnanoe Surrey has erected the oan- bat erroneously, the second under the year 91j. 

tredaof Claodonagh and Clarmallagh into baro- (ifoncut. £^ifi., p. £88.) 
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Jt«t* 1107. 
FtMr Matltrt, 
vol. y., p. 986, 

Id, Tol u., 
p. 1003. 
Id., «oL ilL, 

p.iT8,it. 



St. Canice deposited in it*. O'More, chief of Leix, sumamed Faelan, or the 
Blind, in cooBequence of haTing bad his eyes put out in 1041 bj Muichadh^ 
son of Dunlaiog, entered this monastery, where he died a.d. 1069^ About 
the year 1100 Aghabo was a noted place of resort for religions pilgrims. 
The Annals of Clonmacnoise state the curious &ct, that the fiunily or commu- 
nity of Kilkenny, which here must mean the monastic community of St. Caoice 
of Aghabo, gave an overthrow to the community of Leigblin in the year 1106; 
and in the beginning of Lent, A.D. 1116, the monastery was consumed l^ fire. 
In 1234 " the great church of St Canice of Aghabo," was again rebuilt*, but 
in the year 1346 was, together with the shriite and relics of the saint, Tuthlessly 
burned by Diarmid Mac Gillapatrick the One-eyed. Clyn's graphic notice of 
this outrage is as follows : — 

" Item, on Fiiday the 13th of May, Diunud Moo Gillapatrick the One-eyed, ever 
noted for treaclieij and treasons, making light of perjury, and aided by O'CanoU, burned 



* Mamucript Awiaia of LtituUr, quoted by 
Ware {Biilwpi, p. 396). The passage wys 
"bnilt," but it it quite evident there was a 
ohnrch there long before this period. 

'' four Matlen, toL ii., pp. 83d, 896, 897. 
Faelan O'More (son of Aimergim, the great 
gnadson of Hordha, a quo the O'Morea of Leix) 
having been taken priaoner by Doonehadh, too 
of Aedh, vaa deliTered over by him to Mnr- 
chadh, who, to disqualify him for the chief- 
tainship, put out hia eyes. After this cruel 
mutilation it is moat probable that he became a 
monber of the religioas communis of Aghaba 
This barbarous custom was prevalent in France 
and England as well as in Ireland. When kings 
or chieftains were deprived of their sight they 
were rendered unfit to reign, aod the next po- 
pular candidate wsa elected. Id the year 1018 
Bran or Braen, ancestor of the O'Bymes of 
Ijeinster, had his eyes put out, by procurement 
of Sitrick, the Danish King of Dublin, where- 
on he retired into the Irish monastery at Co- 
logne, and there died A.i>. 10A2 Four MaHert, 



vol. ii, pp. 862, H. ; 863. 

■The authority quoted by O'Conovan for this 
fact is the modem compilation of Irish Annals, 
made at Paris in 1760, by John Conty fi>r Dr. 
John O'firien (see Book efRighU, lotrod., p. ii.), 
wherein, ivb anno 1234, the following passage, 
eridoitly much CMmpted, is to be ibaad:-~' 
"CeomptiU mfip ^Ue CainbiS .i. otabo bo 
b&inaiti 16 Coihaiiba 6iapdm poispe^" acemt^ 
panied by this translation,—" The great ehorch 
of Kilkenny, i.e. Aghaboe, was built by the 
successor of St Ciaiao of Saighir, i e. the Bishop 
of Ossory."-^iMa& of Iwnirfallm^iL^l, 328, 
fioyal Irish Academy. Dr. O'Doaovaii ia of 
opioiou that the word AiUe has or^ into the 
text, and that the older Asnals will befonnd b> 
want it ; a£abo is an evident error for o&iftbo. 
In the face of eo many insccuracies we can 
scarcely depend osthe assertion that the church 
was built by the successor of Kieran. Besidea, 
the bishop of the day was at this very period 
engaged in building the new cathedral at Kil- 
kenny, which renders the statements of the an- 
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the towo of Aghgbo, and, venting his parricidal rage against the cemetery the cliurch and 
the shrine of that moat hoi}' roan St. Canice the abbot, consumed them, together with the 
bones and relics, by a most cruel fire"*. 

In the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy is preserved 
a small ancient bronze, representing, in relief, the figure 
of an ecclesiastic, bearing in the left hand a book, and in the 
right a short episcopal staff or cambutta}'. This antique, 
here figured to a scale one-half that of the original, was found 
in the church-yard of Aghabo: it would seem, from the rivet- 
holes remaining, to have been a portion of the ornamental 
work of an ancient shrine. Perhaps it is the sole remaining 
vestige which has survived " the most cruel fire" of the 
one-eyed Mac Gillapatrick. 

The chancel of the monastic church erected in 1234, 
and which served for parochial purposes in Dr. Ledwich's 
day, was demolished about thirty years since to make way for ^^ ^ 



oalibt still more improbable. Archdall asserts 
that the church had been previously plundered 
in 1125, but the authorities cuted do not sup- 
port him. — MotuuL Hibn., p. 569. 

* ■' Item, die Veneris m" Nonas Mali, Der- 
micius H'Gilpatrick monoculas, qui semper 
insidiis et prodicionibiu intendere coosuevit, 
peijuriaque parvi pendens villam de Atbebo 
combuaait, sssociato sibi O'Kayrwyll et secom 
dncto, et in cimiterium et eccleaiam, ac Sancti 
Cannici abbatis viri sanctissimi, patroni pstrie 
et loci fundatoris, scrinium cum ossamentis et 
reliquiis ejus igne crudeliscimo (tanqnam dege- 
ner filius in patrea) cmdeliter deseviens, igne 
orudeliasimo combossit et consumput." — An- 
nals of Irdand, by John Clyn, published by 
the Irish ArchBological Society, pp. 32, 33. 
The Anglo-Norman castle, built, probably, by 
William Earl MareschsU when he received the 
villa aud cantred of Aghabo from Hugh Sufus 
Bishop of Ossory, in exchange for lands nearer 



Kilkenny, held out but a short time after the 
monastery was devastated; for we learn from 
the Irish Exchequer Records, that in Januar}-, 
1349, and long before that date, " Hibernici les 
m^ gilfatriokes fdoues 1 inimici domini regis 
debellaverunt castrum de Aghbo, "h inuaserunt 
totam patriam adiacentem, depredaciones ulci- 
onee et incendia de die in diem faciendo super 
popnlum domini regis ibidem." — EoL Memor., 
28and29£dw. 111., m. 16. 

'' Mr. Westwood, in a paper on the peculiari- 
ties exhibited by the miniatures and oroamen- 
tation of ancient Irish illuminated manuscripts, 
printed in the Journal of th* Archsological 
Institute, voL vii., p. 19, gives bd engraving, 
copied from a representation of Sl Luke, which 
Btrikingiy resembles the bronze shore engraved. 
The original of Mr. Westwood's illustration 
forms one of the illuminations in the Gospels of 
Mac Duman, preserved at Lambeth Palace, and 
is considered by that eminent palieograpbist to 
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an unsightly modern structure*. A plate of the ruins of the abbey, engraved for 
Grose's Antiquities of Ireland in the year 1793 (vol. ii. p. 39), shows, in the south 
wall of the chancel, a pointed arch enriched with the dog-tooth ornament: and 
a hexagonal turret, the only vestige of the older building now extant, although 
disfigured by a modem head, affords some indication of the character of the 
ancient structure, and excites regret that this interesting example of the Early 
English style should have been so needlessly and ruthlessly destroyed. Led- 
wich, who was himself vicar of Aghabo, has left on record a good description 
of the ancient church, to which the reader is ^eferrad^ 

Although the history of the Dominican abbey subsequently founded at 
Aghabo by the Mac Gillapatrick family' does not come within the scope of the 
present work, it may be allowable to remark, that the existing remains exhibit 
some good Flamboyant work in the windows, and that a very beautiful piscina, 
furnished with a shelf within the niche, still remains in the south wall of die 
chancel. The windows of the present parish church alao are Flamboyant in 
character, and seem to have been torn &om the walls of the abbey. 

Aghabo now presente few vestiges of its ancient ecclesiastical importance*. 



form, in conjunction with the Agbsbo bronze, 
uid a Bimilar metal casting on the Cumdach, 
figured by Dr. 0'Cocnor(^<r. SUm. Scriptora, 
torn, ii., aitbfinem), the euliwt known represen- 
tations of the abort pastoral staff used by the 
Irish prelates, 

' By an entry remaining on the Beguter of 
the neighbouring parish of Skeirke, two persona 
from the pariBb of Aghabo are recorded to have 
been married in the parish church of Skeirke, 
oD September, 3rd, 1615, " the church of Agh- 
aboe being in a ruinous state." 

' A choir aroh of red grit-stone, external but- 
tresses, richly moulded niches, sedilia, and pis- 
cinia, and an elaborately ornamented doorway 
in the south wall, seem to hare been the chief 
characteristics of the remains existing in Dr. 
Ledwicb's day. See Mason's ParocMtU Survey 
of Ireland, vol. !., p. 37- 

" See Archdall'a Monaeticoti, pp. 569, 590. 



De Bnrgo, Hibit. Dom., pp. 297, 298, proves Al- 
lemaud and bis follower Harris to have errone- 
ously assigned the thirteenth century as the pe- 
riod of the Dominican foundation, which he 
shows could not have t^ken place till the con- 
clusion of the fourteenth century. The latter 
date agrees perfectly with the style of its aichi- 
tecture. 

* The high road which runs by the monastery 
is frequently termed by the peasantry the "street 
of Aghabo," thus affording an instance of the 
traditional remembrance of the economy of the 
ancient ccenobium which, in all probability, con- 
sisted of a multitude of separate cells ranged in 
streets (See Petrie's Inquiry into the Origin and 
P»M of the Somd Towrt, p. 422). Some indi- 
cation of the ancient importance of the place is 
also afforded by the fairs, "hand minus celebres" 
(De Burgo, Hibn. Dominkana, p. 297), held here 
on August 1st, and the 2l8t and 22nd of Octo- 
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The site and appxirteDances of the Domiaicaa abbey, together with the 
advowson of the rectory and vicarage of St. Canice of Aghabo, were, inter 
alia, granted by Elizabeth, in the forty-third year of her reign, to Florence Fitz a 
Patrick, Baron of Upper Oaaory. This grant was confirmed by letters patent 
of the 9th of James I., which state the rectory and vicarage to have formed 
parcel of the dissolved priory of Innistiogue, in the south of the county of 
Kilkenny, to which they seem to have passed from some representative or 
grantee of William Earl Mareschal, with whom, on the translation of the 
see from Aghabo to Kilkenny, Hugh Rufus, the first Anglo-Iforman prelate of 
Ossory, exchanged the bishop's lands at the former place for others more con- 
veniently situated near his new cathedral, and at the same time received irem 
the Earl Mareschal the advowsons of the churches of St. Mary of Kilkenny and 
SL Patrick of Donaghmore, in lieu of the church of St Canice of Aghabo, and 
the other churches of that neighbourhood'. 

The rectory of Aghabo at present constitutes a portion of the corps of the 
Deanery of St. Canice, under which its present value will be found. The per- 
petual advowson of the vicarage has lately been purchased by the Rev. Thomas 
Harpur, rector of the union of Maryborough, from the Rev. Greorge Carr, owner 
in fee of a considerable portion of the abbey lands. The vicarial rent-charge 
amounts to £197 6s. 2d.; a large glebe, comprising 299a. 1b. 18^p., is also 
attached to the vicarage J. G. 

ber. On th« two latter, being the Tigil and feut risli of St Patrick of Donaghmore was tlie pro- 
of 9L Canice, old s^le, the "patron" of SL Ca- Bent parish of St Patrick, Kilkennj, which 
nice, mppToased about 1815, was held. fbrrns a portion of the corps of the Deaneiy of 
* Liber Albut Oaor. It appears from another St Canice. A townland in the parish still re- 
chartei ezUuit in this mannacript, that the pa- tains the name of Donaghmorei 
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Alberttu Hi- 
miu, PoHcia 
EeeltMiailiea, 



rriHE anonymous author of a tract on the dioceee of Ossory'" presenta vs 
-*- with 80 picturesque a deecripUon ofitscathedral city, and at the same time 
advances so probable a theory of the origin of the latter, that we are tempted 
to place before the reader his very words — the rather aa they Lave never before 
been given to the public, and as they embody our own previously formed views 
on the subject The passage alluded to is as follows: — 

" Est itaque ciuitas hxe vulgo nomiiuta Kilkenia quasi fuium eiue cella Canici (ut 
rect^ Miraeue), quam, nunc ampliatam et priuilegiis pluiibus omgtam regiis, composiut 
dictione vocare licet Canicopolim. Sita est ad fluuium Fiorium, quern transmittis duplici 
pOnte marmoreo, cum interuallo duorum circiter stadionim. Forrigitur in longitudine ab 
Aquilone ad Austrum. In Aquilonari parte prominet Ecclesia CathedraliB ampla et magni- 
fica D. Canico Abbati sacra. In Austiali et magis ad Euronotum surgit Castrum sen 
verius pluribuB castris et turribna munitum propugnaculum. Ab ipEis duobuB, id est a 
tempio et caetro initium et incrementum totius ciuita^ prouenit, politeia sacra pariter et 
ciuili coeunte ad ejus exfedificBtionem. Si vetustatem gpectes cooava est ejus origo con- 
questuB Qt ezpugnationis Anglicanse in Hibemia primoidiis." 

*' So this city is commonly named Kilkenny, that is the fane or cell of Canice (as 
Miraeus rightly bath it), but may, since the recent accesnon of honours and privileges coq- 

'CeallCamtn^, Four MaHeri; CiUCaimiiJ, 
O^-Heerin; EilkeDnia, Patent, Close, andSemem- 
brattoe Bolls, passim ; CftDicopoliB, Clarmdon 
Mamtacr^its, torn, li., 4796; Eyrupolis, Sove- 
den ID Annol., apud Wilkins, Condi., torn, i., 
DiBsert- in vet. et modern. Synod. Anglican. 
coQBtitut., p. xix. i " Eyrupolensia AEyro flu- 
mine, volgb NeoTO, quod KSkenmam alluit," 
Hibn. Dommican., p. 20fi, n. 

" This manuscript is preserved in tlie British 



the Clarendon Collection (torn. 
li., addit. number 4796, pp. 19-30), andia enti- 
tled " De Ossorienai Dicescesi." A transcript 
in a contemporary hand exists in the ManuBcript 
Library of Trinity College Dublin (e. 4. 16). 
From internal evidence this tract vrould appear 
to have been written by the learned David Rothe, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Ostory, between the 
years 1624 and 1641. It is imperfect, the con- 
cluBion of the tract being deficient in both copies- 
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ferred on it by royal farour, be aptly styled, in composite diction, Oaoicopolis. Seated on 
the river Nore, which flows beneath two marble bridges distant from each oUier about two 
furlonga, its greatest length is from north to south. On the north stands boldly forth the 
large and magnificent cathedral church aacred to St Canice, the abbot; southwards, and 
verging towards the east, rises the castle, or rather a fortress guarded by many castles and 
bulwarks. From this twofold source sprang the civic community — the temple and the 
fortress were the nurses of its infancy — the civil and ecclesiastical polities contributing 
equally to the growth of its buildings. To the inquirer as to the period of its foundation 
I reply that it is coeval with the English conquest in Ireland." 

In aupport of the views here put forward it is worthy of observation that 
the early annala of Ireland pass over the name of Kilkenny in silence — pre- 
sumptive evidence that it had not any very great or ancient importance. It is not viu s. sknoi 
once mentioned in the Lives of St. Kieran or St. Canice, although Kieran's Acta ss. mm., 
tr«veU in the district are duly recorded, and we have St. Canice passing from hia i* " ' 
monastery of Agbabo to the castdlum or rath of Colman King of Ossory, through yua s. €<><■<- 
Magh Baighne, a district nearly coextensive with the present barony of Eella*, 
in the county of Kilkenny. Still further negative evidence may be drawn 
from the ancient poem styled '* The Circuit of Ireland," an undoubted compo> 
sition of the tenth century. The author, Cormacan Eigeas, who accompanied bis Oradi o/in- 
hero, Muircheartach Mac Neill, in a hostage-hunting expedition, Anno Domini r»' tiw iiuh 
941, represents the Prince of Alleach as entering the ancient kingdom ofpp.u!4i. ' 
Ossory by the Bealacb, or pass of Gabhran (now Gowran in the barony of the 
same name), where he is hospitably entertained by the local djoiast whose 
daughter he had married. A night is passed by the river named piiooaip pino 
(the clear Fliodais), probably the Nore (an pheoip), whose waters Spencer has 
immortalized for their " grey" translucency : whilst Tubbrid-britain, on the 
" cold M^h Airbh," a pkin nearly represented by the present barony of Cra- 
nagh, was the scene of a second bivouac. Now a glance at the Ordnance index 
map of the county will at once show that the line of march thus indicated 
muflt have passed over, or close to, the site of Kilkenny, yet the poet does not 
once mention the name. Granting also, as we do, the early existence of a church 
here, it is worthy of remark, that the primitive Christian ecclesiastics loved to 

' This route oould not be ^r wide of the site times called King of Magh Raighne— " fcelicis 
of Kilkenny. The King of Ossory was some- Ranite Regis." — See noU, p. 9, <"ite. 
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found their cells, not in towns or places of resort, but for the most part in solitudes 
and deserts. Hence it seems pretty evident that Kilkenny possessed at all eventa 
no early civil importance', and we are irresistibly led to the conclusion, that 
round the primitive cell of St. Canice (Sibernice, Cainneach, pronounced Kenny) 
gathered the first rudiments of the future city. 

The earliest supposed allusion to Kilkenny occurs in the Annals of the Four 
Masters, Anno 1085, and relates exclusively to the church there,—" Ceall 
cainoig DO lofccaoh Duprhop, Ceall-Cainnigh was for the most part burned." 
Whereby, observes Dr. ODonovan, it " may be intended to denote the church 
of Sl Canice, in the city of Kilkenny, or it may be any other church dedicated 

to that saint ; but the probability is that St Canice'a church, in the now 

city of Kilkenny is here alluded to." The authority of the learned editor of 
the Four Masters—confirmed by constant local tradition and the consent of 



' Althongh few will now be found disposed 
to break a lance in his favour, yet the perverse 
ingeunity of Dr. Ledwich's statementa cannot 
here be passed over in total silence. In his 
" Antiquities of Ireland" (2nd ed., p. 382), be 
labours to identify the /emu of Ftolemy and 
the Ihemia of Richard of Cirencester with the 
Irwhiovm of Kilkenny. It is a pity that this 
notable theory should be completely demolished 
by the correlative nature of the very term on 
which it is raised. The Doctor forgot that till 
an English settlement took place at Kilkenny 
there would not be an Irish town. Again, as to 
the etymology of the name Kilkenny, he tells 
us that " the first settlement of the Gael was 
along the margin of the Nore, the higher land 
extending from the site of the Cathedral to the 
Castle, was covered with wood, and from this 
circumstance had a Celtic name, Coil or Kyle- 
keu-oi, or the wooded head, or hill near the 
river; and by the natives, Oilcanuigh, or Kil- 
kenny" (" a truly tBOodej^htaded etymology," 
says Lanigan, Ecd. Hittory of Ireland, voL iL 
p. 202). Harris and Ussher the Doctor acknow- 
ledges to be in favour of " the popular opinion, 
which deduces the name Kilkenny from St. 



Canice or Xenny, an imaginary persoui^^e, to 
whom the Cathedral is decUcated" (p. 365); to 
whom, nevertheless, a substantial existence is 
allowed when it suits Ledwich's own purpose 
(p. 509). Bat it is needless to weary the 
reader with more of this charlatajiism ; it being 
now universally allowed that Kilkenny means 
the church of Cainnech. " It is written CiU 
Uainnig, i. e., church of Cainneach or Canice," 
says Dr. O'Donovan, *'in the oldest notices of 
it in Irish manuscripts, and universally so pro- 
nounced by the native Irish; coilt, pronounced 
coyle, means a wood ; but cill, a church, is a 
different word, pronounced kill, the k remark- 
ably hard and slender. Dr. Ledwich 

might as well deny that Kilpatrick meant the 
cell or church of St. Patrick, or Kilmurry the 
cell or church of Mary, as tbat Kilkenny means 

the church of Kenny. To believe, on 

the authority of Ledwich's etymology, tbat 6ain- 
nij in thu name is keri-tii, and that iten means 
head, and ui water, would be to reject fact and 
set up an illiterate and silly conceit in its place; 
for im does not mean head, and «i does not 
mean loater, in this name, nor in the Irish lan- 
guage." — Original Letter, penes aucL 
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every writer", except Ledwich, who haa touched on the subject — ■warrmita our 
aasigning this passage to the ecdesiastical foundation at Kilkenny, which must 
have been of some importance, at all events towards the close of the eleventh 
ceotuiy, to demand from our meagre and concise annals even a notice of its 
destruction. 

To all who conceive, with us, that Petrie has established the Christian origin 
of the Bound Towers of Ireland, the very fine example of that singular class of 
building, still remaining, affords positive proof of the early ecclesiastical occu- 
pation of Kilkenny. Judging from the style of its masonry, and the total 
absence of ornament in its constructive features, the Round Tower of St. 
Canice may have been erected in the lifetime of that saint, or at any time from 
that period to the end of the tenth century. The edifice partially destroyed 
in 1085, we may safely conjecture to have been a timber structiire, as we know 
that of Kieran at Saigher was ; but of whatever material constructed, it was 
soon rebuilt, as appears by the record of a second confiagratlon, seventy-one f^f uufn, 
years later {a.d. 1114), probably the result of the civil discord consequent 
on the usurpation of the kingdom of Munster by Diarmaid, great-grandson of 
Brian Borumha, diiring the sickness of his brother Muircheartach, in that 
year. Nor was Kilkenny the only sufferer from the internecine iury of the 
contending parties ; a long list of churches and monasteries recorded by the 
Four Masters as destroyed by fire at the same period proves that the Irish 
chieftains had but too well learned the lesson of sacrilege from the vikings of 
Norway and Denmark. 

That the church of St Canice was about this period, or at all events during 
the twelfth century, again erected in a more durable manner, and with more 
costly materials, seems probable from the late discovery of massive foundations 
adjoining the choir of the present cathedral, to give room for the building of 
which, they have evidently been cut through''. We have also further evidence 
of this in the existence of the moulded base of a double jamb-shaft, orna- 
mented with a grotesque and bearded human face, which, as will be seen, 

• Cunden, Briton^ London, 1607, p. 744; Al- mer, Chromch of Ireland, Dublin, 1633, p. 63; 

bertos UirteuB, Notitia EpitcopaL, Antwerp, Harris's Wart, toL l, p. 403 ; De Bnrgo, BSm. 

1613, lib. i, p. 80; Ussher, De Brdamnicar. Eo- DoBmkana, p. 204, &c. 

cbriar. Priraordat, 4to, p. 957 ; Stonihargt apnd ^ See the ground plan of the cathedral : the 

Hollinihed, 2>acr^*M oflrdand,^ 3B6; Han- old foundations are indicated b]r dotted lines. 
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affords a highly characteristic example of the style of architecture prevalent in 
Ireland during the first half of the twelfth century. This witness of the exi»- 
tence of an earlier church has been casually preserved in the masonry of the 
present cathedral, having been _ 

inserted, in an inverted position, 
is an ordinary building stone, 
as will appear by the accompa- 
nying wood-cut. It may still be • 
seen in the gable of the south ' 
transept, near the foundation, 
where it was first observed by 
the writer, on the removal of 

the accumulated earth, in the nd. ». 

year 1845. 

It is sadly indicative of the anarchy which so long reigned in this unhappy 

country, that bloodshed and turbulence strongly characterize the scanty annals 

even of its ecclesiastical establishments. To this sad category the church of 

Fav Maiun, Kilteunv affotds no exception. The Four Masters, under the year 1 146, record 

Tol. il., p. 1081, 1 J I 

the murder, " in the middle of Cill-Cainnigh," of Gillaphadraig, the grandson of 
Donnchadh, lord of Ossory, where he was treacherously slain by the O'Brennans, 
TranM. KUkau a tribc Settled in Ui-Duach, an ancient territory of which the prwent barony of 
Toi. )., p. sso. Fassadineen, in the county of Eil&enny, now fonns a part 

The bounds of the diocese of Ossoiy, as they at present remain, had by this 
time been fixed by the canons of the Synod of Kathbreasail'. The see, however, 
still remuned at Aghabo, and we have no reason to suppose that, before the 
translation of the cathedral to Kilkenny, the church of St. Canice could lay 
claim to any dignity beyond the pa^ochial^ destined although it was shortly to 

* Keating lias pnaerred the canons of tbia trae on&^King's Mtmou" of the Primaey, p. 84. 

synod; but thej are not correctly rendered in ' The entry in the Annals of Clonmacnoise, 

any of the English translations of that author, onder the year 1 1 06 [recU 1 1 07], to the effect 

For Lynch's bit^Ail Latin version of these im- that " the fiunily of Kilkenny gaveanorerthrow 

portent decrees, seeKelly's edition of Cambmm to thefamily of Lelghlyn" (Four Magtan, vol ii. 

£tier«us, toL ii., p. 783. Ur. Kelly inclines to p. 986, n.), would seem to militate against this 

the date of 1120; but Mr. King, a still higher statement, for 'family' here nndoubtedly stands 

authority, i^ards 1110, Keating's date, as the for a aociBty of ecclesiastics living under the rule 
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rise into importance and caat into the shade tJie more ancient seats of the 
episcopal authori^. The event, however, which was the lemote cause of this 
revolution in the humble parish church of Kilkenny, was of equally momen- 
tous import to th« entire island. 

The more distant of the Irish princes seem to have beheld with unconcern 
the landing of Bichard Fitz-Gilbertf and his bandfiil of mul-clad followers at 
the embouehxre of the Nore and its kindred streams, in aid of IHarmaid Mac ^.d. 1170. 
Murrough ; but as town after town yielded to their assault, and the sinewy but 
naked tribesmen went down before the lance, and sword, and iron mace, of 
Strongbow'a Cambro-Norman** men-at-arms, King O'Connor and his dynasts 
composed their suiddal quarrels and turned on the Irish traitor and his foreign 
allies. It was, however, now too late to give effective resistance. The 
princely seigniory of Leinster, acquired by virtue of the conquest, and under 
Norman, not Irish law°, through Eva, the daughter of Diarmaid Na-n-Gall*, was 
confirmed by Henry II. to Fitz-Gilbert, on the surrender of his wide acquisi- 
tions ; and the kingdom of Ossoiy, co-extensive with the jn^sent diocese of 
the same name, was the brightest gem in Earl Pembroke's almost r^al coroneL 
To consolidate his power in this district, the Earl would naturally fix on and 
fortify some central point, and what situation more suitable for his purpose 
than Kilkenny, occupying the centre of the rich and pleasant plain which forms 

offtsnperioT, similar to tbat founded at Leighlin Le Oros, and the Fits-Stepben. Strongbow'e 

bj St. LaseriuL But u not the fkintest record dangfater Isabella was a Celt by her mother, 

of theabbatsofKilkannjproper appearson the Eva-Ny-mo-Uorohadha, and thns the min- 

faoe of our annals, ve are forced to the ooncln- gled blood passed into the Teins of the proudest 

non that by ** Kilkenny" is here meant the nobles of England, and finally, through the 

ohnrch of St Cainnech of Aghabo. Mortimere, of royalty itself. So mach for the 

■ 80 Strongbow styles himself in ^e durter ynr-cry of " the Celt and the Saxon." 

irhereby he granta half the cantred of Aghabo, * By the native or Brehon law, a woman coold 

with die town, to Adam de Hereford, ** as folly not inherit the chieftainship or land of the tribe ; 

asDermodO'Kelfyheldthesame." Thisnniqne the male ^u!d, or infirm male adnlt, waa aa 

docnment, under the seal of Fitz-Gilbert, is pre- strictly excluded ; and the choice rested on " the 

aerred amongst the Ormonde manuscripts, KU- oldest and worthiest" of the royal <» princely 

kenny Ga>tl& For the charter at length, and family. 

lithograph of the seal, see Trana. IGIkenny Ar- * Diarmaid-Na-n-Gall, i. &, Diamuud of the 

dtaoL Soc^ vol. L, p. 503. Foreigners, — MDermod HacMorrough is styled 

'Geltio blood was inheritedfrom Nesta, dangb- by the Four Maeters, after the earlier annaliata: 

ter of Gryfiydh ap Bys, by the Fitz-Henrj, the the reason of the epithet ii obrions. 
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the largest and most central portion of ancient Ossory, varied by gentle undu- 
lationa, and watered by the Nore with its various tributaries? The bogs, 
woodSf and mountains of Upper Ossory were as yet tenaciously occupied by 
the Irish under their old dynast, the Macgillaphadraig ; the moory hills and 
fastnesses of Ui-Duach afforded a retreat to the O'Brennans ; and the southern 
districts bordering on the lower streams of the Nore and Barrow were ru^ed 
and mountainous. Thus Kilkenny naturally grew into importance ; and even 
in 1174 there may have been a fortress of some kind here (probably a 
stockaded mound), for on the defeat, at Thurles, of the combined Normans 
and Danes, or Gauls, of Dublin, in that year, the former, according to some 
anonymous annals formerly in the possession of YallaDcey*, retreated to Water- 
ford, having evacuated the castle of Kilkenny ; and afler their departure the 
town was demolished. 

In 1176'' Richard Fitz-Gilbert, under that strange fatality which clung to 
so many of the conquerors and their descendants, died without issue male ; and 
bis widely extended inheritance fell to his daughter Isabella, then a minor, who, 
having remained for fourteen years a ward of the crown', was given in marriage 
to William Earl Mareschal the elder, who thus became Earl of Pembroke and 
Lord of Leinster. 



* ColUdWiea, toL il, p. 354. Theee umals 
place the occurrence two years earlier, but 
this iB ui error, the true dnW appears as above 
in the Four Magtera (toL iii., pp. 15-19, and 
notes), who, however, do not give the paiticularB 
about Kilkenaj. The same event is placed 
under 1173, in King's Mamiaeri^ CoBectuma, 
p. 567, Royal Dublin Society. "Bj means of this 
mishap," says CambrensiB, "the Irishmen in 
euerie place tooke such a heart and comfort, that 
the whole nation with one consent and agree- 
ment rose up against the Englishmen, and the 
earle, as it were a man besieged, kept himaelie 
vitbin the wals and dtie of Waterford, and 
from whence he mooued not," — The Conquer of 
Irdand, Hooker's translation, p. 34, eot a. Cam- 
brensis {ibid.) atatea that the forces from Dub- 



lin passed through Ossory, "where on a certeine 
night they lodged themselues." As they were 
bound for Cashel, Kilkenny was os thmr line of 
march. 

^ This is the date given by the Four Ifastera 
(vol. iii, p. 25), and by Matbew Paris ; Pern- 
bridge and Giraldua Cambrensis place Strong- 
bow's death a year later. Some short annals 
which occur in the Ltber Primta of the corpor«r 
tion of Kilkenny point to a different datfr— 
" Anno dni m°. c°. lxzv°, dictus comes Ricardna 
de Pembrok obiit quinto anno post adquiai- 
tionem de Leynester" (p. 57). There is also a 
strange uncertainty as to the day of the month 
on which he died. 

•Dowling'a Annah,i>. 13; AwtabiatheLAer 
Primui Eiltamia, p. 57. 
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With this powerful nobleman may be said to commence the authentic history 
of our cathedral city. The reputation of his prudence and personal prowess, 
together with the vast estate he held in Ireland in right of his wife, recom- 
mended him to John (Richard I. being then a captive in Austria) as the fittest cox'i lom. 
person to undertake the government, and best calculated to repress the turbu- voli., p.46. 
lence of the Anglo-Norman barons, and the hostility of the Irish chieftains. 
In this capacity he came to Ireland in the year 1191, and remained until 1194, Hanii-i wart. 
when, having appointed Peter Pepard his deputy, we may suppose that he re- 
turned to England. According to the Annals in Ware, a castle was erected at 
Kilkenny, a.d. 1192, during his stay. Ledwich, therefore, is most likely mis- 
taken in his unsupported assertion, that the castle was rebuilt in 1195, as the Amtiqmt., jai 
Earl was not in Ireland at that period. It is plain, however, that the castle ' ^ 
and bridge were in existence before 1 202, the year of Felix O'DuUany's death, 
as that prelate granted' to Prior Osbert and the rest of the brothers of the 
Hospital of St John, at the eastern end of the bridge of Kilkenny, the tithes of 
all the provisions o/the castle, in pure and perpetual alms. In 1207 the Earl Huimer'BCAra- 
Mareschal returned to Ireland, when, probably, having greater leisure to attend ^/,<^.' 
to his private affairs, "he [re]builded the castle of Kilkenny, and gave the "^™i-l, 
town a charter', with privileges which they enjoy to this day." 

But although we find O'Dullany thus far connected with the castle of Kil- 
kenny, yet that prelate — an Irishman by birth, and raised to the see of Ossory 
before the Anglo-Norman invasion — would find tittle congenial to his taste in 
the neighbourhood of the Earl Mareschal's Norman fortress and municipality; 
accordingly, it appears, on the very highest authority, that his cathedral was, 
te the period of his death in 1202, still at Aghabo" in Upper Ossory. There was 

' See excerpts from the Cu-tnluy of tbe Hos- *• This charter is transcribed into the Liber 

pital of St Joho, Kilkenny, in Sir Junes Ware's Primus KBkmnice, p. 64, from an inspeximus of 

aatograph, dated Jane 5th, 1638, British Ma- 7 Kic. II. It is witDessed, amongst others, by 

senm, Laagdotene MSS., PluL lxzvi. s. 418. Ungh Bishop of Ossory, and therefore must 

This foundation at the eastern side of the bridge have been given between 1202 and 121& 

over the Nore moat not be confounded with the ° " It* ... in Ossoriensium Episct^rom Ca- 

subseqnent translation of the oommiinity to the tslogo annotatnm invenimus, 'anno Domini 

contiguoos site at present occupied by theraios ifccii. obiit rererendus pater Felix Odullane 

of the Priory of St. John, when they received a epiacopuaOGsorienais; onjosEoclesiacatbedralis 

second charter from the Earl MareschaL tone erat apnd Aghboo in saperiori Ossoris,' '' 
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indeed little to induce the Irishman O'Dullany to remove the see from the centre 
of an unconquered' district to the heart of the English settlement at Kilkenny*. 
But with his successor matters assumed a different aspect. Hugh Rufus or 
de Rous, an English Auguetinian canon, and Prior of Greofirey de Marisco's 
Norman foundation at Eells in Ossoiy, was elected " primus Anglicus Episcopua 
Ossoriensis," the first EngUsh Bishop of Ossory, as the ancient chartulai-y of 
his priory does not fail to record". De Rous would, on the other band, find 
neighbours little suited to his taste amongst the O'Mores and Macgillapatricks 
of Leix and Upper Ossory, and as one of the causes which warranted the 
translation of a see, according to the canon law, was the danger of desecration 
at the hands of an enemy', we may with safety assume that he removed the 
episcopal chair to Kilkenny immediately after his election in 1202. We have 
undoubted evidence that De Rous transferred the ancient see lands at Agbabo 
to the Anglo-Norman Lord of Leinster, in exchange for others "In locis ei 
utilibus et competentibus"* ; whilst the friendly feeling which existed between 
them is further ehown by the bishop's grant to the Earl of the land lying 



Vaahm,DeBritan.EccLPrimord.,p.d57. Thia 
authority, nearly conclusive in itself on the sub- 
ject, is further confirmed by documents which 
will be presently ^ted. The date is by mistake 
printed hcii. in both the Dublin snd London 
editions and that of the late Dr. Elrington, in 
his oollected edition of {TuAer's Worii (toL vi., 
p. 526) : but, as Lanigan observes, this was evi< 
dently an error of the press in the first in- 
stance, EecL HitU vol iv., p. 239. 

■ Donnell Mocgillapatrick, King of Ossory, 
the uncompromising foe of the English, lived 
till 1185.— Four MatUn, vol. iii, p. 69. 

** Sir James Ware states that O'Dullany " is 
reported to have quitted Agbavoe, and to have 
removed the Episcopal See to Kilkenny" (Har- 
ris's Ware, vol. i., p. 403) ; but whilst we should 
be most unwilling to impugn a direct statement 
made by this eminent and accurate antiquary, 
it ma^ be permitted to dissent from this conjec- 
ture of his, contradicted as it is by the direct 



testimony of Ussher. Harris's quotation from 
John Uartrey, a late authority, is valueless. 
Ware doubtingly says that O'Dullany "aetms 
to be the person who laid the foundation of the 
Cathedral of Kilkenny."— /(fem, p. 399- 

° See a very full abetract of this document 
made by Sir James Ware, and preserved in the 
British liaamm, Lanidovme MSS^ Plut.Lzxvi. 
B. 418, pp. 24-30. 

' " Quarta [causa translationis catbedralium] 
si continuisbellis, vel crebri* hostium incorsibus 
diuezentur." — De Eetin. Cathedral Tradatia, 
authore Mich. Anb F. de Yrrvtigoyti, Lugd., 
1665, p. 117, coLo. 

* The ancient see lands of Aghabo, environed 
by Irish enemies, were tuete* to the Anglo- 
Norman bishop. The LAer ABnti Ostorieruit 
preserves William Earl Mareschal's deed of 
transfer, whilst an early copy of the bishop's 
counterpart exists amongst the Ormonde Manu- 
scripts, Kilkenny Castle. 
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between Cottrell's Bridge over the Bregach", and St Kenerock's*" well, " ad 
ampliandam villain"', to enlarge the town lately chartered by the latter. 

We have been thus particular in adducing proof to show that the transla- 
tion of the see to Kilkenny took place during the time of Hugh de Eous*', be- 
cause the certainty of this jact seems to &x the date of the foundation of the 
still existing cathedral church of St Cainnech to a period shortly after the year 
1202 ; and having, as we trust, established this important point, we are com- 
pelled to turn aside for the present from the more stirring annals of the Earl 
Mareschal's burgh and feudal fortress to the scanty records of the cathedral. 
Should life and health permit, we trust, at no distant period, to take up again 
the thread of Kilkenny history. Its municipality, its monastic houses, and its 
castle present an ample field, and there are materials in abundance still un- 
wrought by the historian or the antiquary. Time and man's destructive hand 
have leant more heavily on the records of the see; the annals of the fabric and 
the meagre record of the events which took place within the walls of the Cathe- 
dral of St. Canice may, therefore, with facility be condensed into the ensuing 
pages of this chapter. 

Although O'Dullany cannot be accounted the founder of the present cathe- * 
dral, recent discoveries tend to show that, at the period when be filled the see, 



* The river Bregach furmed from this period 
the boandary between tb« Irish, and the 
High, or EDgliah, Town; Cottrell's Bridge 
probably atood where Watergate Bridge now 
crosses the Br^;&ch. Cottrell occurs as a com- 
mon and early name amongst the burgesses of 
Kilkenny. 

'St. Kenerock's well is now called St. Kie- 
ran's well, midway between the Bregach and the 
castle. Cnaron the Wise was also called Mo- 
choaroe (i^rar Magten, toL ii., p. 1012, noU "), 
and Eieran Eierock Keuerock Kenerock are tb- 
riations easily understood. " The old chappeil 
neare Kirock's well," mentioned in Bishop Ot- 
way's Vitiicawn Book, is no longer in esistence. 

* This charter is preserred in the Libtr Albvt 
Otaor.; amongst the Clarendon Manuscripts in 
Mns. Brit, tom. li.. Additional No. £796 ; and 



in the Tower of London. For this augmen- 
tation the Earl bound himself and his sac- 
ceesors to pay to the bishop foar ounces of gold 
Ronnally. 

' In support of the conclusion advocated in 
the text, the authority of the learned and judi- 
cious Lonigan may also be adduced: speaking of 
O'Fogarty, O'DulUny's predecessor in the see, 
that writer observes: — "It is supposed that 
in his time the see of Ossory was at Aghaboe, 
the famous monastery of St. Cannich or Kenny. 
Yet this is doubtful; bat it is certain that it 
was therein the timeof his immediate successor, 
Felix O'Dullany, who held that see from 1178 
to 1202: nor was it, as far as lean judge, until 
after O'DulIany's death that it was removed 
from Aghaboe toKilkenny." — EccLEial^voi. ir., 
p. 237. 
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a parish church of no mean importance stood on its site'. In the summer of 
1845 some ancient foundations were discovered on removing the earth which 
the burials of six centuries had accumulated above the base line of the building. 
These foundations, which were found, on examination, to have been cut through, 
in order to prepare for the erection of newer work, would appear to have 
formed the nave of the more ancient church, its chancel extending eastward 
beyond that of the existing structure. The sculptured base of a double jamb- 
shaft, which has been used as building stow in the wall of the south transept 
{see cut, p. 26, supra), was, no doubt, aportion of this earlier erection, and serves 
to fix its date to about the middle of the twelfth century. 

It is probable that Hugh de Rous, on the translation of the see to Kilkenny, 
was content with the structure which he found there, for whilst it is on record 
that he conferred many benefits on the priory of Kells, from which he was 
promoted, we find it distinctly stated that he did nothing for his episcopal see^ 
There remains no reliable evidence to prove that the four prelates who foUowed 
De Rous had any part in the reconstruction of the mother church, if we except 
Harris's unsupported assertion, that he and his two immediate successors, Peter 
Malveisin and William of Kilkenny, are " eaid to have forwarded the building 
of the cathedral." In the Ormonde Manuscripts, however, there is preserved 
an original letter from Bishop Malveisin to Theobald Walter the younger, first 
chief butler of Ireland, enjoining him, under pain of excommunication, to pay 
" in the cathedral church of St. Canice," a sum of 128 marks, for certain reasons 
therein set forth'. This document proves that a cathedral existed at Kilkenny 
before 1229, when Malveisin died, which may have been the older building 
already alluded to. There is, however, a remote probability that the cfioir 
had been finished by Malveisin before his death, and, as we know was often 

' This may have been the charch of wliich, domm prum Eporum OKorien' man quSmadam 
according to Ware and the author of the maun- «ortini bonia, i[C., Collect, de BebuE Hiberik, Cod. 
script Dt OsaorieTui Diceacai, O'Dulluiy laid the Clarend., torn. IL, 4796, Uos. Brit 
foundation at Kilkenny; and which Harris, ' This curious document must have been writ- 
quoting John Hartrey, a late and doubtful an- ten at some period before 1229, when Malveisin 

thority, states that he dedicated to St. Canice died, and subsequent to the year 1221,a8Theo- 

Harris's Ware, vol. i., p. 403. bald was » minor of five or six years of age on 

'' " Qui dineraa bona in dicto monasterio per- his father's death, in 1206. — Carte's Ormonde, 

petrauit, nihil in sede epaU." — Nomina reulm- Introduction, pp. xzi., xxii. 
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the case, used as the cathedral anterior to the completion of the remainder of 
the structure. Feter Malveisia filled the epiecopal chair at a time when the 
traces of the Norman style were &st fading away and giving place to the pure 
Early English ; and if the chancel was built before his death we would, d priori, 
expect to find the latter style preponderating, indeed, but still exhibiting some 
of the characteristics of the preceding architectural era. Theae indications pre- 
sent themselves in the round heads of the lancet lights with which the north 
and south walls of the choir are pierced, whilst the strictly Early English 
character of the capitals and mouldings of these very windows show the predo- 
minance of that style. 

However this point may be determined, it is certain that bishop Hugh ^.d. issi- 
de Mapilton' did more for the febric than any of the prelates that preceded him. 
No specific record remains to tell of what portions he was builder, but the MS. 
catal<^e of the Bishops of Oflsory, already quoted, calls him the original founder, 
adding that he put the first hand to it, and, at his own proper labour and cost, 
nearly brought the pile to a completion ; having been alone prevented from so 
doing, according to Ware, by his untimely deatL We may hence conclude that 
little, if anything, bad been done by his predecessors in the see. 

The short incumbency of Hugh HI. seems to have left the fabric as it stood *,d. m;- 
on Mapilton's death ; and to Geffry St. L^er, who succeeded in 1260, belongs ^ 
the hcmour of completing the cathedral, at great cost Hence he has been termed 
its second founder'. The chaste unity of style which the building exhibits 
may be thus attributed to the fact of its having been commenced and brought 
to completion during the prevalence of that most beautiful style of Gothic 
architecture, — the Early English. 

'"HogodeMipiltcmhuiM nomine MounduB, nd morte imnatTiri labUtos, open nltimam 

primus fundfttor eccfie iti Cuiioi Kilkennie qui manimi noa impoeuit" Hibemia Sacra, p. 142. 

Mndemprimo edificare incepit. et quad naqne ad » "EodesUa svue Btrncturam qnam Aft^iOo- 

finemsoismagiiiaBiiiDptibaB, laboribuB,et expen- nu« imp«rfectam reliquerat, ia aumptu non exi- 

ria opmi perfecit"— JViwMM EpSntm Oaor%en\ gno ^eaV~H%bertua Sacra, p. 142. " Mag- 

Ao., E. 3. 13., foL 88, Trinity College, Dnblin. namqne ptem operia eccle Bti Canici pritia p 

Hanmw, a canon of our cathedral, also counts Hugone Mapleton' incept* constraxit," hence 

UapUton " the fiwt founder."— CTrofu'cfe of In- be was tOTmed " Secnndus ftmdator dcte eccfie." 

fcm<tp.l9«- Ware says :_" Fabrics: portA eo- —Nomina Epinm Ouorim\ E. 3. 13., Trin. 

dflsie catbedraliB B. Camai, sUenud incnbuit; CoU. DabL 
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810. At the close of a parliament held at Kilkenny in the jear 1310, being the 

third year of Edward II., the Archbishop of Cashel, and the Bishops of Ossoiy, 

^J/ Emly, and Liamcffe, with the Bishop elect of Leighlin, in the presence of Richard, 

^ji^f^ Earl of Ulster, John Wogan, Justiciary of Ireland, Richard de Clare, John 

( of Ku- Fitz Thomas, John de Barry, and others of the magnates of Ireland, assembled 
in the cathedral (in majori ecdesia Sancti Kenni), of Kilkenny, solemnly ex- 
communicated all who should violate the ordinances of the parliament just ter- 
minated. 

The three prelates, who succeeded St Leger in the see, appear to have left 
the cathedral as they found it, and not until after the accession of Richard de 
Ledrede do we find the annals of the fabric resumed. Ware places his acces- 
sion in 1318, but the contemporary authority of the " Liber Ruber Ossoriensia" 

M. records his appointment by the Pope in 1316, and says, that in the Octaves of 
St. Michael, of the same year, he held a fuU synod of his diocese at Kilkenny, 

BIS. no doubt in the cathedral church, wherein were enacted constitutions, which 
are on record in the same MS., and have been published by Wilkins (ConeiL 
Magn. Brit, et Bib., tom. II., pp. 501-506). In consequence of the famous pro- 
secution for witchcraft which De Ledrede instituted against Dame Alice Kyte- 
ler and her accomplices, William Outlaw her son, engaged, as a portion of the 

924 terms of his pardon by the bishop, to cover completely with lead, at his own 
cost, the chancel, and all the rest of the cathedral church, from the belfry east- 
ward, and also the entire chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the same church* ; 
but the conditions of the pardon not having been fulfilled, we find Roger Out- 
law, Prior of Kilmainham, and Chancellor of Ireland, somewhat later in the 
same year, binding himself to fulfil William Outlaw's agreement under a penalty 
of 1000 marks, an immense sum in those days : we may conclude, therefore, 
that the work was done within the four years'' to which he was limited. If, 
however, the eastern portion of the cathedral was leaded by Outlaw, it was so 

* " Et qnod canceUum ecdesin c«thedrftlis et printed for the Cundea Society, p. 28, Cunden 
ecdeaum totun Kcunpanili BUpn Tersna orien- [Br^annta, ed. 1607, p. 818), makeiOatlaw pro- 
tein K etiun totun capelkm beatn Marin Vir- mite to cover with lead St, Mary's Choich, but 
giniB in eadem eccleria Buie snmptibni de plumbo this is an enor. 

peifecte cooperiret"— ^ Contaaporary Narra- * " Flnaliter oonTentum est inter eoe qood 

tivt oftiuProetedingt againitlkmt Alice Ks/Ukr, dictne cancelkrioa pro pnefato Willelmo totam 
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much money and labour lost ; for, as Friar Clyn relates (and no doubt he was 
aD eye-witness) in 1332, on Friday the 22nd of May, the belfry fell, along with a.d. isss. 
great part of the choir, breaking down the side chapels and involving the 
roofing and bells in the ruin, *' so that it was a horrid and pitiful spectacle to 
the beholders"*. The cathedral would not seem to have recovered from this 
catastrophe for more than twenty years, the earlier portion of De Ledrede's'' 
incumbency having passed in the stormy contests with the crown and the lay 
nobili^ of his diocese, consequent on his proceedings against Dame Alice £y- 
teler. Indeed he does not appear to have seriously set himself to improve his 
cathedral till after 1354, when, being restored to the royal favour, he set about *.d. iss*. 
repairing the damage inflicted on the fabric by the fall of the tower, and new 
furnished the windows with painted glass of the most exquisite design, more 
espedally the three eastern lancet lights of the choir, on which the history of 
the Gospel was portrayed in so masterly a manner that the like was not to be 
found in all Ireland. 

The famous parliament of Kilkenny having been held in this year, it is more *. r,. i867. 
than probable that the excommunication, which gave additional sanction to its 
ordinances, was pronounced by the assembled prelates in the cathedral of St. 
Canice*. 

John de Tatenale, who succeeded De Ledrede, released all the procurations a. d. iseo^ 
belong^g to his church, except 2Ss. Sd., devoting them to the fabric of the ii^'i trar, 
cathedral'. 

eccleeiamcathedralem tcunpuiilidesuperversiiB '' " Utcunqne, sab finem aani 1354, in gratUm 

orientem cum »pella beaUe rirginii perfecte de receptas est, & h6c tempesUte aedati, reliquum 

plombo cooperiet, cum omnibiu luu adminica- sUtia in magna tronqaillitate tnoaegit, Eocle- 

lii, infra qoatnor annos proximo seqaentea." — liam catbedralem bic moltum ornavit, omnesque 

A Contaiaporary NarraAu, j^, pp. 36, 37. fenestraa de novo erexit, ac vitro obdoxit, later 

'"1332. Cecidit campanile Sancti Kannici, qau eaituit fenestra orientalis, opere tam exi- 

Kjlkeonieietmagnafmagnam?] para [partem?] mio adornata, at in aniTersa Hlbernla par ei non 

chori, Testibnlom capellarum, et campaaas, et ioTeniretar." — HSiamia Sacra, p. 144. Ware'* 

mereminm confregit, die Veaeria II kaL Janii; assertion that Da Ledrede, " omaes fenestras de 

onde horribile et misetabile speotaculam erat ooto erezil^" most haTe reference to tbeglaxiog, 

coataentibaa." — The AnnalaofIraland,b>f.Fyiar as tbe stonework of the vindows belongs in- 

John C%n, j%, p. 24. Tbe same event is more dabitably to the previoas ceotary. 

■ucdnctl; narrated in some brief, but ancient '7Vaefa£eIattn;tD/r«{and^prinMdrortheIrish 

aDoala, preaerred in tbe ZAerPrnnuf of the Cor- ArobKalogical Society, vol. iL, p. 119- 

poratioa of Kilkenny, p. S6. ' If we are to assame as an average tbe proca- 

F 2* 



1 i., p. 4 
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Thomas Snell gave to hia cathedral church a oew mitre set with precious 
stoncB, gloves, episcopal sandals, and one fair silken " capa" or cope woven with 
golden spots or patterns*. 

The original Early English vaulting of the tower having probably been de- 
stroyed by the fall of the latter in 1332, it was re-erected of cut stone by David 
Hacket'', who succeeded Bishop Bany in 1460. This noble example of Perpen- 
dicular work, still extant, fully bears out its builder's fame as an architect*. 

In 1443 Fineen and Dermot, the two sons of Macgillapatrick, Lord of 
Ossory, were beaten to death in Kilkenny by Alexander Croc, John Begg CVCon- 
nallay, and the son of Walter Siriy, at the instigation of Mac Richard Butler. 
Thirty-five years after, the Ossorians had their revenge, for Richard, the son 
of Edmond Mac Richard Butler who procured the murder, was slain by the son 
of one of the murdered men, Eineen Roe, the son of Fineen, " in the doorway of 
the church of St Canice," 

Milo Baron presented to his cathedral a pastoral staff of silver, and a fair 
marble table for the altar. 

In this year the Council of Ireland write to CromweU, that, in pursuance 
of their intention to visit the " fowre shires above the Barrowe," " not oonlie for 
publishing of the Eingis injunctions, setting furth of the Wurd of God, and the 
Eingis Supremycie, together with the plucking downe of ydoUes, and the extin- 
guishing of ydolatrie, and the Bishop of Romes auctoritie, but also aswell for 
levieng of the first fructea and twentie parte, with other the Eingis revennues, 
in theis fower shires above the Barrowe, as keping of cessions, and redresse of 



rations levied by the Archbishop of Dublin, at 
his vitdtfttion of the diocese in 1351, this doDation 
would be a liberal one, thetotal being £72 0*. 9d. 
But the Liber Ruber Onorieasis, which records 
the fact, also states, that this snm was exorbi- 
tant,amouiitingtotwicetheasnalcharg& When 
Ireland was prostrated bj the Scottish invasion 
under Edward Bruce, a-d, 1318, the procura- 
tions of the diooese of Ossory only amounted to 
£4 2t. n^—LHer SiUier. Osior., folios 21 
dono, 24, 24 dorto, 26 dono. 

* " Qui eccTie cathedrali novam mitra gemii 
pitiosis ornatam, chirotecas, sidatia pontificalia, 



et nnam pulchram capam sericam notulia aureis 
contextam dedit." — Nimina Eporum Oitor'., E. 
3. 13, Trin. Coll. Dnbl. 

^ " Testndinem pnetereil campanilii EocleslK 
Canicane, e polito lapide, erigi cnraTiL" — Hib. 
Sacra, p. 147. "Sedtholnm campanilis e tecto 
surgentis concameranit lapidea fomice Danid 
HacketuB."— 2)e Onor. Dimtceti, Cod. Clar^ 
torn, li., 4796. . The door of the ancient chapter 
room also belongs to this period. 

' He was, probably, the architect of the fa- 
mous monastery of Batalha in Portugal. — See 
a note in Murphy's Batalha. 
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the peoples complaintes here," they arrived at Eilketinj, where, after being 
" interteyned by thErle of Ormonde," we may auppoae they proceeded to 
tie cathedral as the principal church, where on " Newyera dwe th Archebishop 
of Dublin preched the Word of God, having veray good audience, publishing 
the Kingis said injunctions, and the Kingis translacion of the Pater Koster, Ave 
Maria, thArticles of the Faithe, and Ten Commaundementes in Inglishe ; 
divera papers wherof we delivered to the Bishop, and other Prelates of the 
diocese, commaunding them to do the like thorough all their jurisdiccions." 

John Bale, on his accession to the see, broke down the statues and effigies of a. 
the saints in the cathedral, sparing, however, the painted windows put up by 
De Ledrede*. On the 26th of July (the news of the death of Edward YI. a. 
having reached Kilkenny the day before) Bale says that " a very wicked justice b 
called Thomaa Hothe'', with the Lorde Mountgarret, resorted to the cathedrall it 

churche, requyrynge to have a communion, in the honour of S. Anne " 

The prestes made hym answere, ' that I had forbydden them that celebracion, 
savynge only upon the Sundayes:' aa I had, in dede for the abhomynable ydo- 
latries that I had seane therein. *I discharge you (sayth he) of obedience to 
your bishop in this point, and commaunde you to do as ye have done hereto- 
fore." And again, " on the Thursdaye afler, which was the laste daye of 
August, I beinge absent, the clergie of Kilkennie, by procurement of that wicked 
justice Hothe, blasphemously resumed agayne the whole Papiame, or heape of 
supersticions of the bishop of Bome; to the utter contempte of Christe andhia 
holy wurde, of the Einge and counsell of Englande, and of all ecclesiasticall 
and politike ordre, without eyther statute or yet proclamacion. They ronge all 
the belles in Uiat cathedrall, minstre, and parish churches: they fionge up their 
cappes to the battlement of the great temple, with smylinges and laughinges 
most dissolutely, the justice hymaelfe being therewith offended." 

Sir Henry Sydney, Lord Deputy of Ireland, writing to the Council in Eng- *. 
land on the 16th of December, in this year, says : " There [in Kilkenny] Korie 

* " Cnin .... impudicoB Ganeo Jofaannes rant" — De Oitorienti Dkeaceai, ut supra. 

BalsoB confregisset et Tiolasset quascuque re- " ThomaB St Laurence, aUtu Howthe, wu 

perire potent sanctonun statoai et effigies, ab a Joatice of the King's Bench at this period : be 

bia tamen fenestris tarn ipM qoam alii poet eum died in Jaanaiy, 1554. L&er Muaerum Siber- 

inoaaorea Episoopi manoi violentas continue- ma, part ii^ p. 32. 
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Oge [Oltfore] came uoto me upon the Earle of Onnond'e woorde, and in the 
cathedrall churche of Eilkennye, submitted hjmsel^ repenting (as he saied) hia 
former faultee', and promiainge hereafter to Ijve in better sorte (for worse than 

he bath bene he cannot be) I accepted hjm upon entreatye and trjaU 

of amendment till my reto^le"^ 

In this year the gate, and steps connnonly called St Canice's Steps, were 
erected at the expense of the Dean and Chapter; as appears bj an inscription 
still extant over the gate. 

At this period the Cathedral stood in a " close," on which opened the 
bishop's palace, the dean's house, the common hall of the vicars chorals, and 
most of the dignitaries' and prebendaries' residences, and to which this gate was 
the entrance &om the town side. At a late period a wall was built enclosing 
the church-yard, and leaving a public road round the south-east and part of the 
north sides of the cemetery, whereby the place was deprived of its close-like cha- 
racter. An engraving of the gate and steps will be given in a subsequent page. 

" The 9" of Octobre, 1630.— The pish bell was newly cast in the tyme of 
Patrick Gafihey was Portriff, by one Thomas [blank] a Walahma, for wch he 
rec' of M"' Patrick Morphy, & M' Oliv' Both the som of aeaven pounds ten 
shillings sterling, for his labo', be finding all maun' of necessaryes, as also 
stocking and setting it upp into the bellfrye, for wch occacon of casting the 
bell, as also for oth' necessaryes the oute pish was seste in vi pounds foxir 
shillings, as ensueth : — 
Tiz. Therle is grange, . . . . 2* 6*8t' 

Piihn?towne, 7« 6* 

BaUjbuir, 7' 6* 

ffennestowne, 15' 

Bolyshee, 07' 6* 

Clora, lO 6* 

LackenehloDteh 03' 6^ 

Cappehnegereh, .... 5' 6* 

Bonnertoune 10* O' 



* Rorie OgQ had little intention to for^o Ua 
" former fanltea ;" least of all bad he thoaghta 
of *' renonncing that aapiiinge Imagination of 
Tjtle to the Coontiie" of Leiz, over which hit 



Rochfords Aidaghe, ... 02* 0* 
DanningBtoune, . . . 07* 0* 
Keatingatoone, .... 10' 6* 
Thornback and Chappie, . 07* 6* 

Coldgtange, 07' 6* 

Talbotolnch 07" 6* 

New?*, 04' 6* 

Ballyneleynah 06" 0* 

BathiuDehgan, ... . 02*0f 
6''4'rt* 
ancestors had been chieftaina, 

* Cotton MS., Tito^ B, 10, fd. 16, dorm, Brit. 
Mna. The letter is printed in Collina' Ltlttn 
andMmorialt o/StaU, vol i., pp. 61-85. 
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The day and yere afibrsayd the in piseioners being assembled uppou warning 
given bye the church Wardens, M' Patrick Morphy and Ohv' Koth, in the pish 
chappie*, they agreed uppon that they, the inhabitants of the Irishtowne and 
&eer€ streets shalbe seste for the leavijog of six pounds sterling towards the 
casting of the sayed bell, buying of ropes for the same, and for one small eancts 
bell, as alsoe for glasing the chappie, and buying oth' necessaries for the 
same." 

The fierce storm of the " Great Bebellion" did not pass over the cathedral a. d. imi. 
without leaving the marks of devastation in its track. Griffith Williams, one n* ptrtteMm 
of the chaplains of Charles I., was in this year appointed to the see of Ossory. He o/m^'b^ 
had no sooner, he says, " seen Kilkenny, and preached once in that cathedral, wu^Lu^^ 
but the Rebellion then brake out the October following." We next find Joseph ^d^uRn. 
Wheelerof Stamcarty.ason of the last bishop, and others, deposing on oath, "that ^I^'l^^^ 
one Unsill Grace and divers other rebells in Kilkenny broke open the dores of '*"■ ^" *■ 
the Cathedrall Church there, and robbed the same church of the challises, sur- ^^i^ 
plesses, ornaments, books, records'*, and writings there being ; and made gun- ubl^'im 
powder in St Patrick's church, and digged the tombs and graves in the churdies ^^^ ^'°"* 
in Kilkenny, under colour of getting up mouldes whereon to make gunpowder." 
John Keavann, also, a prebendary of thecathedral, swears, "that the Cathedrall 
Church and common hall of Kilkenny were ryfied, ransacked, and robbed by otm. 
the sept of the Coddles, Dobbins, and the servants and confederates of Red* 
mond Purcell of the Irishtowne of Kilkenny." From another deposition we 
learn that the cathedral had then an oigan ; for John Watkinson, parson of um. 
CasUecomer, deposed, " that James Kevan, Vicar of Castlecomber, hath revolted 
to the Mass, and bath joyned himself unto the Popish faction, and doth, in the 
Cathedrall Church of S. Kennyes, in Kilkennie, as it is generally reported, exer- 
cise his skill in sin^ng and playing upon the organe." Again, James Benn 
deposed, " that on the Sunday in the morning next after that this depon* was Skm. 
robbed of his goods [15th December, 1641], hee this depon* went to the Church 



* ThU wu » chApel in the othedntl which 
tb« vious cbonJ were bound to wrye; ftboat 
this time the Lady Chkppel aerred as the parish 
cborch — Dt Ottor. DioKtii, § 33. The pro- 
viding a Mnctaa bell at this period is carious. 



^ It is bat fair to state that Bishop Wheder's 
soa is himself charged hj Griffith Williams 
vith abatracting the Records of the see, or at 
least with suffering them to be pnrloined. — A 
SmaU Part o/tht Grtat Wiektdiuu, &o. p. 26. 
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of S** Eennys in Eilkenny to praj, where he beheld and sawe one M' Smithy 
a Protestant Minister, late of Ballinekill, and one M' Lemon, a Scottish ProteB- 
tant, and late a Schoolmaster in Kilkenny, which M' Smith was thea and there 
stark naked, and the said Lemon hadd only a paire of breeches on lefl, both 
being stript in the church, and standing trembling at the Altar, where the de- 
pon* neither being able to releeve nor helps, left them in that poore state." 

Kilkenny having become the head-quarters 
of the Confederates, and the Roman Catholic 
ritual having been re-established in its cathe- 
dral, churches, and monasteries, bishop David 
Roth presented to his cathedral of St. Canice 
a large silver gilt monstrance, of which the ac- 
companying cut, engraved from a drawing bj 
Mr. Fitzpatiick, of Freshford, is a representa- 
' tion. This monstrance, as well as several cha- 
lices, embroidered vestments, crosses, &c., hav- 
ingpassed into the hands of an ancient Kilkenny 
family, descended by the female side from the 
Roths — theBryans of Jenkinstown — have been 
lately presented by them to the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral of Kilkenny. Round the glazed cen- r^ 
tral compartment of the monstrance runs the T^i^-^^^ 
quotation: — eccb tabbbnacvlth dei cvh no.6. 

HOHiNiBTS BT HABiTABiT CTH Eis. On the base IS engraved : — ^david vatB 

EFtSCOF. OSSOBIEN. HE FIEBI FBCrr. ANO. IM<. DBA FBO CLEBO BT POFVU) D1<E- 




Rinuccini, the Papal Nuncio, entered the city on the 12th of November in 
this year. He was met outside St Patrick's gate by the clergy, magistrates, and 
*^"< ^ principal men of the place ; and from that point to the cathedral, about as long, 
he observes, as the Lungara, at Rome, the streets were lined at each side by 
musketeers. Robed in his pontifical hat and rochet, he walked beneath a canopy, 
borne amidst torrenta of rain by uncovered citizens, and so passed by the lofty 
and graceful market-cross in the High-street to the cathedral church, at the door 
of which he was met by the aged bishop Roth, who handed him the aspersorimn 
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and, having offered him incense, led him to the high altar ; from whence, the 
prayer proper to the ceremonial having been recited, Rinuccini gave the bene- 
diction to the assembled multitudes, and published the indulgence of which 
he was the bearer ; in conclusion, another oration expressive of joy for the 
Nuncio's safe arrival was recited. 

On the 18th of August, in this year, Bishop Both was induced by the Nuncio a.d. i64s. 
and the Congregation of the Clergy at Waterford, who were opposed to the peace Angiu«iui, ^ 
concluded by the Supreme Council with the Marquis of Ormonde, to publish m. ""' 
an Interdict, enjoining a general cessation of all divine oflSces throughout the 
ci^ and suburbs of Kilkenny. The cathedral, no doubt, was the scene of this 
act of Roth's. 

A sentence of excommunication, dated October 5, 1646, from his palace of jb»i«. Domua- 
residence at Kilkenny, was fulminated by the Nuncio against all supporters of 
the peace, and, of course, published in the cathedral. 

The Nuncio, on the conclusion of the Cessation with Inchiquin, May 22, a-i>. i648. 
caused a protest against it, which the bishops had privately signed on the 27th o/iniLd, tdL 
of April previously, to be affixed to the doors of the cathedral of St Canice, o'c^rt 'm»- 
and when this was contemptuously torn down by Dr. Fennel, Rinuccini issued ^ tL,"^!^ 
an excommunication on the 27th of May, interdicting all cities, towns, and vil- 
lages from the celebration of divine service, the sacraments, and Christian 
rites, if they should adhere to or favour the truce. That Bishop Roth, how- ^bn. ihmmi- 
ever, refused his sanction to these violent proceedings, appears from a letter ^Mi!m,p.a97. 
addressed to him by Fleming, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Dublin. 

Father Peter Walsh, author of" The Histoiy and Vindication of the Loyal a-d. imb. 
Formulary, or Irish Remonstrance," in the July of this year, whilst Owen Roe sutert aad 
O'Nial's tents could be seen from the walls of KUkenny, spurred on by repeated a, Uf<u f^- 
and urgent messages from the Supreme Council, sat at one table for three days pp.^',!dri. 
and three nights writing the answers to the queries propounded by that body 
to Bishop Roth and the clergy then assembled at Kilkenny on the lawfulness 
of the Cessation : — 

"And I remember also very well," he proceeds, "how, for the same reasons, I was 
forc'd to watch, moreover, even the very two next dayes and nights (immediately following 
the former three) for studying the first Sermon that was preach'd in Irelcmd of purpose on 
the Subject of the foresaid Centuree, against them and the Nuncio. Nor could I, even for 
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this other r«uoD, otherwiw choose. On the Sunday before, it wu publieh'd in all the 
churches of the Town that kept not the Interdict [the Dominican and Franciscan orders 
alone obeyed it], that I would next Sundmf following Preach in the Cathedral on the great 
and then present Controveraie. To perform which duty (notwithstanding I had not shut 
my eyes for five dayea and nights before), God gave me strength. My Text was that of 
Susannah in the Prophet Daniel, AngtuUa tant mihi vndique, Dan. 13. 22. viz., answerable 
to the great perplexity I was in, 'twixt fear of the Nundo^a indignation of one side, if I did 
my duty, and my belief of God's vengeance threatening me on the other hand, if I did not." 

When Charles Mac Mahon's " Diapvtatio Apologetics waa ordered by the 
Supreme Council to be burned by the common hangman in Kilkenny, on the 
occaeion of its being cumulated amongst the Confederates there, Peter Walsh, 
" by the command of the then eupream Council, preach't nine Sermons five 
Sundays cue after another in .S^ Keraiys Church on that text of Jeremiah — 
Quia est ex vobia sapiens qui considerat hoc, quareperierit terra!' — in order to coun- 
teract the opinions promulgated by that writer, whom Walsh terms " the mon- 
ster Jesuit"'. 

During his stay at Kilkenny, Rinuccini offered to purchase the eastern win* 
dows of the chancel for £700; but this tempting offer was refused by Bishop 
Both. We may, perhaps, regret that these ancient glass paintings were not 
removed to Italy, for in a few years they ceased to exist. In 1650, Cromwell, 
having occupied the Irisbtown (and, we may suppose, the cathedral'') on the 
2dth of March, lodged there tbe night before his attempt to breach the town 
wall near the Franciscan Abbey. On this occasion, tradition has it that the aisles 
of tbe cathedral church were converted into stabling for the horses c^the Pro- 
tector's troopers. Kilkenny fell the next day by the treachery of the townsmen, 



* The sentiments of this atrociona book mny 
be judged from the fdlowing extract: — "Hi- 
bemi mei agite, pergit^ et perficite inccsptum 
opUB defensioDia, et libertatia veatne, et occidite 
hnreticoa adoersarioa vestros, et eomm iautores, 
et adiutores i medio tolUte. lam interfeciitia 
oentom qninqnaginta milllshostium his qnatuor, 
vel qninqne annia, ab anao scilicet 1641, vaqne 
■d hnnc anaum 1645 in qno fane scribo, vt ipai 
■dnersarij in auia acriptia demagientea palsm &- 
teatur, et vos non difGtoiuni, et ego ploret li»r- 



eticoa hoetes occissoa fnisae credo, et vtinam 
omnes." — DapttUStio Apologttica, Dublin reprint 
of 1649, f. 12S. 

* ABistoryorSmfChromcUo/theChitfeMat- 
Utm o/lht Irish Warres, London, 1650, aUtea 
that, before he took the town, " the L. LieuL 
beate the Enemy from two of the cburchea in 
Kilkenny where they had fortified." Again, it 
recorda that, ere tbecBS tie and town surrendered, 
Iriahtown and Patrid^i (^vrch were taken, — so 
that Ae ctlitr (AurcA was the cathedral 
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and the reenlts of the Cromwellian occupation will be beet told in the quaint 
language of Bishop Williams. Afler relating that the " fanatick Limba of the 
Bea8t"had "beheaded"moBtofthechurche8in his diocese, " the Roofes of them, 
both Slates and Timber, being quite taken off," and the waUs " thrown down even 
to the Ground," so that of above an hundred pariahee he saw " not ten Churches 
standing, nor half so many well repaired," he thus proceeds : — 

" And the great, and famoog, most beautifal Cathedral Church of Saint Keney, they have Snn T>Hitita. 
utterly de&ced, and mined, thrown down all tho Roof of it, taken away _;fv« great, and goodly ii,htiA$tntd 
Bells, broken down all the Windows, and carried away every bit of the Glass, that, they say, S^VT^x^^ 
was worth a very great deal ; and all the doora of it, that Hogs might come, and root, and doih isei. 
the Dogs gnaw the Bones of the dead ; and they brake down a most exquisite Marble Font n - 
(wherein the Christian's Children were regenerated) all to pieces, and threw down the 
many many goodly Marble Monuments, that were therein, and, especially, that stately and 
costly Monument of the most honourable and noble Family of the House of Oimond, and 
divers others, of most rare and excellent Work, not much inferiour (if I be not much 
mistaken) to most of the best (excepting the King's), that are in Saint Paul's Church, or 
the Abby of Westminster." 

On the 12th of August, in this year, the Commonwealth party, then su^nreme ^ 
in Kilkenny, and in some degree ashamed of the ruinous state of the cathedral 
and St Mary's church, the result of their over-heated zeal and unbounded 
cupidity in the first instance, passed the following " Act for the Reparation of the 
Churches." However, with regard to the cathedral at least, it would not appear 
that their intentions were carried out, probably in consequence of the desired 
contributions not having been sent in by the inhabitants of the town : — 

" The Mai' Aldermen and Citizens of this Citty in Comon Councell assembled seriously 
conridering the ruinous condition of S' Maryes and S' Kennyes Churches, and also remem- 
bring how zealously forward the wisdome of former times have beene, in vorkes of this 
nature, and how greate an ornam' the same would bee unto this towne & County, as well as 
convenient for y* worshipp of God, and houlding itt their duety as m<* as in them lyes to 
prenent y* totall Ruine therof, and to endeauour there may be sett up more of the sayd 
churches, a good Ringe of Bells, and to putt y* sayd churches in as good repaire as y* pre- 
sent condition of aSkires will give way, doe therefore hereby inuite all psons whatt soever 
cheerefully to contribute to soe honorable and goodaWoike, seeing that withouttagenerall 
and liberall contribution y* inhabitants of y* sayd Citty are noe wayea able to repayer y* 
sayd church or churches, and whatt any peon or psoss shall give or doe for this purpose, 

q2 
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the same slialbe and is hereby ordered to be registered amongM j* records of j* ssjd Citty> 
as a testimony of tbeir thaiikfull acceptance of y* same; And fory* better and more speedy 
finishing of y* sayd worke y* Mai' of y* sayd Citty for y* time being is heerby authorized 
and desired to appoint a Comitty or Comittees and to write letters and use all other 
lawful! wayes and means w^ to him shall seem meete, y* better to bring in moneyes to le- 
payer y* sayd Ghnrches, &c. And itt is further enacted by y* Mai' Aldermen & Citdzens 
with their full assent and consent and by y' authority of the same, that if itt shall soe falloutt 
thatt money doe or shall nott speedely enogh be nused, coroe, or be brought in, by any 
of y* wayes aforesayd, or thatt any pson or peons shall either voluntarily contribute, or shall 
nott voluntarily contribute su£GcientIy, both renpecUng their abilityes, and y" sum requi^tt 
to finish y sayd worke, thatt then y' Mai' for y' time being by and with y consent of two 
or mote of the Aldermen of y* sayd Citty, shall lay, or cause to be layed taxed or assessed 
upon every of y* sayd inhabitants, or residents, and likewise upon every other pson or 
psons whatsoever, that now hath or hereafter shall have either any reall or psonal estate 
within y' sayd Citty, Libertyes, or County of y* sayd Citty, soe much money as shall be 
requissite for y* suficient repayer of the sayd churches, thatt now are, or hereafter shall be 
allowed of by y* chiefe magistrates of y* Comonwealth of England, Scottland and Ireland for 
y* worsh^ and Service of God, and alsoe for provideing and hanging up of a good ring of 
Bells, and keeping them in good repaier and condition as often as they shall stand in need 
of any araeadm' or reparation, and y* sayd money soe assessed and taxed, shall leavy & 
collect by distress and sale of y* goods ofevery or any ofy* sayd inhabitants, or psons afore- 
sayd, any law usadge or custome in y* sayd Citty heretofore to y* contrary in any wise nott 
withstanding. And itt is further enacted by y< authority aforesaid for y* more efectuall car- 
rying on of the ends aforesayd thatt y" Mai' for y* time being with any two or more ofy' 
Aldermen shall appoint a Colector or Colectora Receaver or Receavers of the sayd mony and 
alsofl shall and may agree with any ftson or psons for y* reparation of y* Churches and pro- 
viding of bells as aforesayd and shall cause y* same to be done accordingly and y money 
BOO taxed and assessed to be rec', collected, and payed to y' workemen aforesayd, by or 
under y* hand ofy* Mai^ ; And all other thing and thinges reqaisitt and necessary in and 
aboutty' premises herein omitted or nott herein mentioned, shall for y* more spedy and efec- 
tuall bringing to efect y* worke and ends aforesayd, be wholly lefl to y* Mai' of y* sayd 
Citty for y* time being, whoe shall and may, and is hereby authorized to doe and causey* 
same and evry thing requisitt to be done, and sayd Mai' and all other psons acting therein 
shall be jusbfyed for y* same by vertue of this actt, any law usadge or custome heretofore 
within y' eayd Citty to y* contrary in any wise nott withstanding." 

JL.D. itto. The condition in which Bishop Williams found hia cathedral and palace 

<n>s,&c,p.is. is thus described in another of his works: — " Then, things being sometohat 
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setied, I went to live upon my BiBhoprick, in KUkermy^ where I found the 
Cathedral Church and the Bishops house all ruined, and nothing Btanding but 
the bare wcMs, without Roofs, without Windows, but the holes, and without doors." 
*' And when I desired M' Connel, my Register, to begin to repair Bome placeB a. d, isei. 
of that Church and to set up some Benches and Forma, to let the people to |^^pr^tm^ 
imderstand, that we intended and hoped (though it should cost two thousand 
pounds) to have all the Church repaired ; some of the Anabaptists (^ we 
have good reason to think so), came in the night time (the Church having 
no doors), and with Azes and Hammers or Hatchets brake them down, and 
carried them quite away, and did other unseemly Abuses besides." He also i.i>.iB8B, 
states, that, besides the first year's income of the bishoprick expended on the lUm a»d op- 
church, he has " since bestowed more, as forty pounds the last Summer for ^^7. *' 
repairing the Steeple of the Cathedral, and this Summer six score pounds for to 
make a Bell, worth they say 200^, and yet a thousand pounds more will not 
sufficiently repair that Churdi." 

At the 11th of October, in this year, the following entry appears on the Book 
of the Corporation of Irishtown : — 

" This day agreed upon by the Fortrive and Burgesses oflrishtowne that for the making ^o. Kei. 
npp of the seat in S'. Kennys church for the Portrive and Burgesses, and for other neces- ^^'^^fj!^-^ 
saiys, That y* Portrive and Burgesses shall pay each of them to the Portrive for the uses (//riaio**, 
and ends aforesaid the sum of ten shillings each man. 

" The names of them that did pay accordingly ; — 

Capt" Tho* Tomlins, 10« Rich. Sniyler, lO" 

Ensign George Lodge, .... 10* Jogias Hadock, 10* 

Ffrancis Rowlidge, lO" Tho" Dowlj, 10» 

William Warren, 10 George Barton, ID- 

John Phillips, IC Edw^Hide, ID- 

Barth. Connor 10* Dannell Redman, 10* 

In another tract, from the prolific pen of the bishop, " The sad condition ^.d. kb*. 
of the Church and Clergy in theDiocess oiOssory; and Ifear not much better ^^^s, 
in all Irdand" he writes : — " Truly, I have done my best, beyond my ability, 
let Demas and the detractors say what they please, to repair Uie Quire of St 
Kenny," expending thereon " above four hundred pounds." /<t, p. is. 
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A. D. i«7i. The Chapter made aome small repaire of the chancel, and provided a chest 

A., p. 1^. for the Chapter Boom, for which latter tbej paid £1 Ba. Id. 
A. D. 1673. On the 29th of December, John Party, Bishop ofOasory, entered, on behalf 

' ^ '' of the Dean and Chapter, into an agreement with Mr. Bartholomew Connor, " to 
uphold, maintain, and repair, and keep all the timber and carpenter's work of 
the aeveral roofs of the Cathedral of St Canice, Eilk'," for twenty<one years, 
at 20«. sterling per annum ; for the due performance of which a bond of £100 
was entered into by Connor. 
A. D. 167!. On the 2nd of April the Dean and Chapter paid £10 as their proportion 

Id., p. s. towards roofing and slating St Mary's Chapel, which had, no doubt, remained 
in a dilapidated condition since the cathedral had been ruined during the 
Cromwellian occupation. It is probable, from the &ct of the Dean and Chapter 
paying a proportion only of the expense, that the parish of St Canice was 
assessed for the remainder, and that St. Mary's Chapel sUll, as on former occa^ 
eions, served for the Parish Church. 
A. D. 1B7S. Amongst certain accounts entered in the Chapter Books tmder the 2l8t of 

'*' ^ *" May, in this year, are the following items: — 

£ .. d. 

April y* IStli, payed to the glazion, 2 5 

Itm, for y* table, forma, and £rHme in y* Chapter house, .18 

Itm, to W"Trumball, glazier, 1 12 6 

Itm, for the iron work for the church gatea, „ 14 

Itm to M' Loghame for two Common Frayei Books, ..190 
Ibn, for taking away part oftbe rubbish oat of y* chnrch, .,,40 
Itm, for lime, sand, bricks, and paving the church, . . . 3 15 
Itm, for making up the north door of the church, which was 
thoroughly broken by high winds, and a great bar and 

oUier small work in the Chapter house, „ 16 

Itm, for the Iron work and mason's work about putting up 

the great hooks and hinges on the great gates, ... 1 
Itm, for the church aew style, 12 

From the charge here made for " taking away part of the rubbish out of 
the church," it would appear that it was still far from being in good repair, 
although Bishop WUliams had done so much for it The table and chest before 
mentioned are still extant: they are of oak. 
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Biay 3rd. John Soyer, bricklayer, entered into articles of agreetoent with *- v- lers. 
the Dean and Chapter to lay flags " from the west door of the body of the said '*' ^ "' 
Cathedral, unto the Bellfry, and from the north door to the south door in the 
same manner, and from the little north door to the bellfry, and reset the flags 
under the bellfry, and clear the body of the church from rubbish," for £30, to 
be paid in three gales. 

At the 3rd of October in the same year, the following entry occurs in the 
books of the Corporation of Kilkenny : — 

" Then Agreed upon that y* rome of Ten pounds sterling be paid towards y* building imtt Book. 
upp a large Seate in St. Kennyes church Kilkenny, for y* Maior, Aldermen, & Common 
Council! men, in such decent & fitting manner as y* rest of;' seatos are: ffifty shillinga 
vhereof is allredy upon y* acct. of Fainting." 

On the 9th of October in this year, the Dean and Chapter ^eed to give aapur saet, 
£9 towards a sum of £23, which Bishop John Parry proposed to collect, 
" towards raising, and making up anew the Deans, Dignitaries, and Prebends 
stalls in the chancel of the Cathedral of St Canice." 

On the 6th of May in this year " it was ordered that Mr. Dean [Benjamin a. d. lei*. 
Parry, afterwards Bishop of Ossory] do agree with Owen Jenkins and W" '*' '' ^ 
Hyland for plastering and whitening the whole Cathedral Church, Chappells, 
and lies, except the Chancell, and for stopping up the south window of St 
Maiy's Chappell." By the articles of agreement for the above, " Imprimis it is id., p. w. 
concluded, &c., that the said Owen Jenkins and W Hyland shall for the 
consideration* hereafter expressed, sufficiently picke, plaster, and whitewash, 
without clay, aU the Hes and body and pillars of the church, all St Mary's 
chappell, vestry, and outland passage, at present uncovered ; also all the 
windows, and to point the same, all the whole Cathedral church (except the 
Quire) . . . aa also to stop up the great aouth window in St. Mary's diappell 
within 14 days from the date hereof "^ 

•Thesumof £I5, wd ■ lewa for forty yean of the above entry in the Chapter Books, oiiya 

of die " great Btone Hou»e" sdjotniDg St. Ca- that " all the Marble PillarB of the Nave hare; 

Dice's steps on the west ride, at one sbillmg a not many Tears since, been, by I know not what 

year orer and abore all taxes and charges. — Mnpidity, [rfaistered and white-waahed, aodtba 

Cht^>Ur Boot, A., pp. 28, 3fl. beauty of them greatly injured." — Ware,vtA.L, 

* Harris, who appears to hare bees ignorant p. 434. Common &me, which area Harris's 



.Google 



48 KILKENNT. [btct. i. 

On September 6th. William Tarwood, carpenter, petitioned the Chapter 
for £32 5$., above the sum agreed to be paid for building the galleriea and 
seats in the chancel of St. Canice, on account of his making an addition to the 
said works not contracted for. 

The ensiung disbursements appear amongst the accounts of this year: — 

£ t. d. 

Paid to M' Barron for puntdug Btalla, 2 10 

„ to Walter Barry for Bell mettal for the tue of the Bells, 6 8 4 

„ to Tho" Barry for iron work for the Tenor, . • . , 8 18 

„ to M' Rothe for block Tin for the lue of the Bells, . 6 12 10 

„ for the Kings LFe for metul for the Bells 7 

Spent going to Callan to get j> cract mettal for y* use of y* 

Bells, 2 6 

Paid to Dan' Coanel for Bell mettal for use of sud bells, .570 

Spent twice going to Durrow for timber for y* frame of y* 

bells 5 6 

Paid to M' Marshall for tymber fory* bell frames, ... 2 

„ for putting the bars into the church windows, ... 1 10 

„ for lead for said work, 5 6 

„ to the Glaziers in part for new gla^g the church, . 12 10 

The following letter, addressed bj Bishop Pany to the mayor and aldermen, 
is preserved amongst the Haydock papers in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny 
Castle:— 

" I finde his Grace y* Duke of Onnond to be very derirons that y* deugned Omain' 
of this Citty (a Ring of bells) should be perfected, by whose interposal we hope to be 
furnished with some metal from Callan for y* present, his Grace hath been abo pleas'd to 
promise nobly an hundred pound toward that service; and it is now y* this opertumty 
may be made use of or never to compleat that deeigne ; and that you may understande the 

statement proves to be erroneous, lays to the tlon of tbe kind which the church underwent, 

charge of Bishop Pococke the whitewashing of Manj of oni ruined abbeys which have lain nn- 

the carved stone work of the cathedral : the roofed since the reign of Henry VIIL show 

quotation from the Chapter Books, if farther evident traces of whitewash. In truth our old 

proof were necessary, gives a date which is long ecclesiastics disliked the cold surface of the 

anterior to his time ; and it is probable that the stone, and when they could not paint it, tbejr 

whitewashing of 1674 was not the first opera- used plaster or whitewash. 
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ehuge of the two bells ftlready cast, and that neither my selfe or y* Dean & Chapter have 
been behinde hande to our power towards the work, I have Bubjoyned a brief of ace** past, 
whereby also you may have a proapect of y* iiiture ezpenses. S", I do desire you may 
take a speedy course that w' is already Bubscribed in y* citty and country, as also w* new 
subscription may had, may by y' asnstaoce & favour be procured, & the nony thereof payd 
unto the bearer hereof M' William Cooke, whome I do hereby appoynt to receive j* sume. 
I must desire also y* y* Companies may be call'd together that they may bring in w* was 
promisd & designed from them, & if all of y* be pleasd to act heerin I doubt not, by Gods 
blessing, but that ag** Christmass next all may be finished. Thus desiring y' effectual 
promoting beereof (which may prove a standing omam' for ever to this place) I rest 

" T' loving firend & humble Ser'', 
SfidT 18. 1674. " Job: Obsobt. 

TheChargeofy 2 bells allready cast:— It. s. d. 

Disburst by M' Cooke in severall matorialls, . . . . 021 : 17 : 06 
Disburst more for blockt Tinn, Iron work, mettall. «Sbc., 038: 14: 10 
For oaslinge & other expenses to y* Bellfonnden, . . . 037 : 1 8 : 06 
Totall, . . Oy8:10:10 
Towards y* paym* whereof rec' these sumes: — 
ffrom y* Roman Catholicks by M' Rafter, &c., 5", besides 

5" expended for bricke, &o,, 005:00:00 

ffrom M' Cooke & M' Blott by Citty & Contry subscrip- 
tions, 017:17:00 

Payd by y* B^ & Deane & Chapter, 075:18:10 

berides 20* weight in metall worth 4": 13': 4': p cent', 
which comes to 93": 18': 04' ster'. which was {icured 
& discharged by y* Bppe, Deane, & Chapter. 
The charge of y* 4 bella to he cast: — 
ffor 20* weight of mettall, bendes what can be had from 

Callan, Gowran, &o., will come to 093:18:04 

ffor blockt Tinne, 012:00:00 

ffor Iron worke Tymber & y* frame, 070:00: 00 

ffor casting y* 4 bells, 050:00:00 

225:18:04 
Addreesed: — 

" ffor y* Mayor, Aldermen, & Comon Conncal of Kilkenny. These." 

Indorsed in the mayor, Josias Haydock's, band: — 

" Bp. of OsBory, about the bells. Octob. 18, 1674." 
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Some fltepe would seem to have bsen tak^i in CMuequence of this letter, 
as, at the 20th of A^il following, this entry appears on the Corporation Booke 
of Kilkenny: — ^" The Maatera of y* Companijea are desired to assemble their 
Companijes, with all convenient speed, to finish & pfect their subscription for 
the Bells of St Canice." From the bishop's own letter, tc^ther with this 
record, it would appear that Harris is not quite correct in his statement that 
Bishop Parry, " in 1675, at his oum expgnee, furnished the Steeple of the 
Cathedral with a Ring of six Bells, amountuig in weight to seventy hundred 
two quarters and five pounds ; the charge of which, besides the price of the 
Metal, came to 246?. 13s. lOd." There can be little doubt, however, that the 
bishop defrayed the chief part of the expense. Two of these six bells were 
recast in 1734, and the remaining four in 1851. The four bells which came 
down to the present time bore legends in raised Boman capitals, which, with 
the size and weight of the bells, were as follows: — 

No. 1. Height, 3 feet; diameter at mouth, 4 feet 1^ inches ; weight, 21 cwt. 
3 quarters; legend:— 

J0& i FIRKT ! B : T ■ P I 0B80BIBSBI i BPUCOPO i FBOCTILUITB 1 K i DCLZZT : S : O EM: 
mPEBANTS : CAKOtO ; SSCTinX) : 

BVOOKS : DBYBDAILE : ABCHIDUCOBO i OaSOKIEXBI \ HOB : FTOIT ■ BO<»BTB : FTBD7X : 
OTH ': SOCTS • A° : DHI ■ " 

No. 2. Height, 2 feet 5 inches ; diameter at mouth, 3 feet 1 inch ; weight, 
9 cwt, 26 lbs. ; legend:— 

B : p ; V ; c^ ; anvo \ dohini ■ h i do ■ lzxit : 

No. 3. Height, 2 feet 4i inches ; diameter at mouth, 2 feet 9 inches ; 
weight, 7 cwt 3 qrs. ; legend : — 

BOOEBTB : PTBDTE ■ BI .- QTLIELKVS i FTDBBTHT : SOB : OMKB° : 1ST4 : 



* The inscription, in rsiaed Boman capitals, 
runB round the bell in two lines. The words 
Eooxsvs Ftbdvb have been nearly chiselled off, 
but are still legible. There seems to have been 
no room left for the date in the aeccnd line, 
which terminates as above. This bell vaa re- 
oastinlSdl. The Purdues appear to hare been 

inhabiUnts of Kilkenny, and ^e name has only there was not room on the circomference of the 
become ezdoct there in the present generation, bell. This bell wu reout ia 1851. 



^ The letters " r ; p ■ w i c" stand for 

Eobert Purdue and W. CoTey, two of the 

" Bocii" or company of founders. This bell was 

recast in 1851. 

' This word would seem to form the com- 

' the sentence " omra rsspibahi 

DOMiKTH," for the remainder of which 
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No. 4 Height, 2 feet 4 inches ; diameter at mouth, 9 feet 6i inches ; 
weight, 7 cwt 1 quarter and 10 lbs ; legend : — 

IVOBBS i O I COTST t CVH : S0CT3 ^ A i p : H i pC ; LXXIT ; D i (> : H 1 S ! IS i T8TH ■ 
BCCLBBIA : B : CAKICI : KH^SNIX i 

E ; P i lOH t PABST ■ B : T : D • TTSC : EPI8C0F0 : OS&<ffi i OHH^ : S^IPIBASB : LATDIT • 
DOUBVX : P6AL 3 CI \ TBBST : VI ■■ 

These four bells ranked, as to size, in the peal of six belonging to the cathe- 
dral, as 1, 4, 5, and 6^ The inscriptions were copied from the old bells, and 
have been verified by rubbings. 

At an assembly of the Corporation of Irishtown, held on the 14th of 
October in this year, it was ordered that the seat of the portrieve and burgesses 
of the Irishtown, in the cathedral church of St. Canice, should be *' bu£G- 
ciently repaired before y* 23d of this instant"". 

Bishop Parry, by his will dated the 19th of October in this year, bequeathed 
£100 " to buy Plate for the Cathedral of Kilkenny, as like as possible to the 
Plate of Christ^Church, Dublin." 

• This bell WM recftst in 18{E1. In 1663 the 'Ontlie 26t^ ofUfty, 1680, theiomof fit. 
following table of fees " for ringiiig the bells" vu paid by the town treararer of the Corpora- 
appears on the Chapter Book, A., p. 88: — tion of Irishtown, " for repairing the Portrieye's 
ImprimisfortolingtothegrftTe,I*.OAperhoar. "»* "^ St. Canice's Chmah:'~Sec<md Booh of 
ItmforpM8ingbelliadaytime,lA(W. do. the Corporation of Iriahlown. And from the same 
ltmforpassingbellinnighttinie,2*.0(l do. recmi we take the following—" List of all the 

In 1761 it was " ordered that the (economist Bu^eeses, &C. that paid the money towards 

do pay W" Watson for haviog instructed the *e rqtwr of the Portriffs & Burgesses seat in 

new set of ringers of the Cathedral"— Cftoplw »*« Cathedral, accOTding to the [order] of II th 

Book, A-, p. 864. Octo' 1684:— 

'' It is probable that the bell, which Biahop Mr. Portriffe, 4'G* 

Williame had pat up, wu recast at this period. Alderman Tor^, .... 4* 6' 

It had been originally composed of the metal of Bob' Freoch, Burgees, . . . 4' 6' 

two broken bells of St. Mary's Church, which Bob' Scarborough, .... 4' 6' 

hebonghtfromthechnrchwardensof thatparisb John French, ...... 4' 6'' 

at 15(2. per lb., but which, he says, the skilful in Bichard Williams, .... 4' 6' 

the art rated only as worth tOd per lb. The John Murphy, 4' 6' 

bishop complains of unkind and diBOonrteons Walter Bisbopp, 4> 6* 

treatmest on the part at the chorobwardenB, Lientenant Peter BuDcIey, . 4' 6' 

and says the bell cost him £ 1 54. — A SmaB Pari Henry Bradish, 4* 6' 

of the Great WtcttdntBi, &&, p. 28. Bryan Brown, 4' 6" 

h2 



k. D. 1677. 
Hutu's Wart, 
Tti L, p. 428. 



.Google 



52 KILKENNT. [ucr. t. 

Thomas Otway, who succeeded to the see in 1679, was also a bene&ctor 
to the cathedral The Chapter Book has on reoird the following :— 

^D. 1S84. " Memorandum that on the da; and jeax afotesud (July 23rd 1684) the R* Kev^ 

aT^ss. ' Father in God, Tho* Otway, dellTered to the said Dean and Chapter, for the lue of the 
Cathedral Church for ever, as a &ee gift, these foUowing pieces of gilt plate, viz : — 

Onnoaa. Peonj w*> 

Two Berrers', weight, . . 51 15 

Two commnnion cups", \ 

Two COTCTB, ■ • ■ I 120 10 

Two Plates, . . . . ) 

One Urge Flagon, 95 

One other large Flagon 96 

Abo, presented hj the Dean, D' J. Pooley, — 

One large basin", weight, 61 2 

These donations fonn the present stock of plate belonging to the cathedral : 
of these, the two large fiagons, the two servers, and large basin or alms-dish, are 
alike in pattern, being embossed in low relief with cherubim. The basin bears 
the following inscription: — " Ex dono Joh: Pooley Dec: S" Canic: Eilken: 
anno 1684." The two chalices, or " communion cups," with tiieir "covers" 
or patens, are of a much more elegant pattern and earlier date. The two 
" plates" are devoid of ornament Harris thus records Bishop Otwa/s gilt: — 

Huili^ iron, ** On the twenty fourth of July 1684 he made a present of gilded Plate to the Dean 

' ' and Chapter for the use of the Cathedral, to the amount of 863 oz. 5 pwt ; for which Dona- 
don the Dean and Chapter in a Body gave him solemn Thanks, and entered the same on 
th^ Chapter-Books to preserve the Memory of the benefaction to perpetuity. The 
greatest part of this Plate did belong to Chritt-Ckurch, Dub^; but the Dean and Chapter 
of that Church bought new Plate on the 18th o{Decert^>er 1683, and sold this to Dr. Join 
Pooley, then Dean of Ouory, at 5* 6' per Ounce, for the use of the Cathedral oi KUkmny; 
and on the 8th oi February following this Bishop paid 116/. 13«. 4<f, for it; of which 
there are Entries in the Chapter Books of Chrui-Churck!^ 

' They bear the Loadon assay mark for 1662, with the letUstf in a ecntcheon. 
viz.; "leopard'shead crowned, lion puBont,®." 'It bears the Dublin asiay mark, subsequent 

* These chalices, with their covers, bear the to 1638, viz.: "harp crowned,^ in i 

London assay mark for 1635, same as above. The flagons show no assay mark. 
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Otway is also said hj Harris to have ''beautlfyed and compass-cieled" the Jd.,a. 
chancel of his cathedral; the commmiion table of which he also railed in, and 
covered it with a rich cloth. During his incumbency it was agreed by the A.i>.i6e*. 
chapter, — 

" That a new Throne be erected for the L** B^ of Oaeory^ towards which every Dig- Oufitr Book, 
nitory is to pay 30*, and M' Dean double, and every Prebend [sicj 20*. ' 

Hams, speaking of the chancel as it appeared in 1739, gives us some idea 
of the improvements above recorded: — 

" The Choir hath nothing famouB in it with respect to Seats; except a fine old Seat Huii*^ RW*, 
belonging to the Ormond Family. The Compass-Cieling of the Choir is chiefly remark- ' 
able for ita fine Fret-work ; in which are a great number of curious Modillions ; and in the 
Center a Groupe of Foliage, Festoons, and Cherubins, that excells any thing of the kind I 
have seerL" 

This bishop also erected an organ in his cathedral. id., ^ 4ai. 

The following entry appears on the Chapter Books, under the 20th ofA-n-WM. 
September in this year: — 

" Whereas there is not any Coach-way from the City of Kilkenny to the Cathedral, ChapUr B>oi, 
but a tedious way through the Butts, or by the Dean's sufieranoe thro' his yard, ordered 
that a convenient Coach-way be forth with made from Deaa-street in Irisbtown to the 
south door of s* Cathediatl, for the convenience of the Duke of Ormond's Family and 
other persons of quality resorting to the said church." 

This approach is still used, and known as " the Coach Road-" 

On the 27th of May in this year, £15 was given for works in St Canice's a.b. i7oi. 
cathedral by the Corporation of Kilkenny. 

The Chapter Books supply us with the information that there was a pro- a.i>. itob. 
ject set on foot at this period to raise the central tower of the cathedral, and OvitrBtat, 
" beautiiy" the round tower. John Pooley, a benefactor to the see whilst Dean 
of Ossory (see previous page) had not forgotten his former church, although 
raised successively to the sees of Cloyne and Raphoe ; for on the 5th of Feb- 
ruary it is recorded that — 

" Whereas all ace" being ended between the Dean and Chapter and the B* ReV John 
Lord "& of Raphoe, late Dean of the said Cathedral and Proctor; bis L'ship having been 
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jdotaed to bcBtowe the sume of £1S0 stg. for ooping, repaiiing, uid beantifying the round 
Tower, And towards the nuBing the steeple of the eaid Cath' Church 30 feet higher in etone 
work, ordered that an eutxj be made of the same on the chapter books, and that tliii 
inscripUon be made on some cosTenient stone of y* said round Tower : — 

'* BE8TAiniA.t' IKPias' JO, POOIST 
OLDl OBOAHI, BDBO BPI BAPOTUB'." 

Neither of these objects waa ever effected'; and perhaps it is fortunate 

that the belfiy and round tower were not subjected to the deterioration which 

the condition of architectural taste at the period would have entailed on them, 

if the good intentions of Bishop Pooley had been carried out There is no trace 

of the proposed inscription on the round tower. 

c^ "^ftwi ^^* rectory of Bathkyran was let to Mr. Thomas Bulkley at £12 per an- 

A, p. IS!. uum, " he giving a table cloath of red broad cloath for the chapter house table." 

A-D. 1712. A new organ, built by John Baptist Cuvillie, was erected this year in the 

h^u'b iron, cathedral Harris describes it as "a neat set of Organs," and " a great Omar 

' *■' ^ ■ ment to the Choir." 

A.D. 1717. February the 4th, it was ordered that the chapter house be enclosed &om 

CSapUrBoei, ■" r ■, ■ i ■. ■ -i 

A, p. 178. the common passage of the stairs, so as to be made more pnvate and conve- 
nient From this entry it would appear that the old vaulted chapter room con- 
tinued in use down to this period ; the " stairs" alluded to were, probably, 
those leading to some gallery in the choir, which seem to have been walled off 
from the old chapter house in pursuance of this order. 

jd^ ' 179 ^®° shillings ordered to be paid to the widow of John Me<^han, " in con- 

sideracon of a fell he got from the belfree of which he dyed." 

».o. 172!. It would seem that the chapter had not lost sight, as yet, of Bishop 

Pooley's intentioDS, for on tiie 7th of February in that year (1721 old style) — • 
" Mr. Dean having produced in Chapter several draughts of a dome to be 

*-In addition to the gift above recorded, l^e Eilkenoy, and to mend, dasli, and point the 

bishop at his death, in 1712, left another sum Sonnd Towei." — Harris's Wan, toL i., p. 282. 

of £120, payable out of a bond dtie to him by This legacy does not appear to have been paid 

J^mondiabam Cuffe, all deficieocies to be sup- for some tinie, as, in 1717, the tsconomiat waa 

plied by hia ocecators, to be applied " towards ordered to file a bill in Chancery for its reco- 

raisiug the Steeple of St Canic'i Church in vaj. — Chapter Book, A., p. 176. 
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erected over y* Bel&y, drawn by Captain Portall, he is desired to write to liim 
ft letter of thanks, in the name of the body, for his pains taken herein." 

And on the 6th of February (1722, old style) — " The ChauceUor is re- ^.d. nas. 
quested to write to the Surveyor General to send down a person of sufficient ' ''' 
skill in Architecture to view the steeple of the Cathedral, and to give his opi- 
nion what is necessary for the rep^ thereof ; together with an estimate of the 
charge." 

This reqiiest would not appear to have been complied with, for on the 27th 
of June, in the same year, we find the " ceconomist" empowered " to agree with /*, p. i»». 
proper workmen for the immediate and sufficient repair of the steeple, bellfry, 
and battlements of the church in their pres^ form," 

The Earl of Arran (brother to the exiled Duke of Ormonde) gave £60 a.i>. nu. 
for the repiur of the cathedral. ' ^ 

On the 23rd of June, in this year, an agreanent was entered into by tlie dean a. d. i?:*. 
and chaptCT with Mr. Joshua Kipling, bell-founder, for new casting the fourth ' ^ 
and fifth bells belonging to the cathedral, at £1 10s. Od. per hundred weight ; 
and the vicar and parishioners of St John's were asked to contribute a broken 
bell belonging to that church, a new bell being provided for than. Subse- 
quently a certificate was ordered to be given to Joshua. Kipling, to the effect a, p. S34. 
that he had poformed his work skilfully. These two bells were again recast 
in 1851. Their size, weight, and the legends they btwe, were as follows: — 

No. 1. Height, 2 feet 9 inches •, diameter at mouth, 3 feet 7^ inches ; weight, 
IS cwt } l^nd : — 

** TBO . TliSET . BAR™ , SPIBC . OSSOK . 
BOB . HOBSCm . B . T . B .SBCABO . lOSHTA . KIPLIKQ . FTDIX . i. . D , 1TS4." 

No. 2. Height, 2 feet 4 inches ; diameter at mouth, 3 feet 3 inches ; weight, 
10 cwt. 2 qrs. ; legend : — 

" THO . TBSBT . BAS"* , SPIBC . OSSOB . 
BOB . HOSBOM . BBCAHO . I . K . FTDIT . A . D . 1724." 

The shiiigled roof of the belfry, taken down in 1851, was probably reptured /<t, pp. «7, 
about this time, as we find a resolution, 3rd June, 1724, " that the ahingleB of 
the steeple be primed." In 1742 upwards of four tons of lead were expended 
on the Toois of the church. 
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A-B. I7M. On the 7th February (1728, old style), it was " ordered y* y* salary usually 

' ^ paid for taking care of y* clock be immediately stopped, there being no clock 

or chimes." 
A.D. 174S. A Tour in Ireland, published about this period, thus describes the state o 

the cathedral before Bishop Pococke began his repairs : — 

A Tbv n irt- " The cboir IB very beautiful, and the Ceiling adorned witb cnriotia Fret-work. The 
E^m Gtntit. SlaUs aie composed of Wood, but very well omameoted ; sod the RajB of the Sun, punted 



pp. 176, 177, is a Tery fine Instrument . ... In short ... it ia a noble pile of Gothie Building, and the 
vhole Fabrick, within and without, ia kept in exact Repur. .... There ia a Ring of tune- 
able Bells in the Tower of the Church, the first I havs heard in thia Kingdom." 

'ck^l^Booi ^^ *° entry on the Chapter Books, dated June 12th, in this year, it was 

A, p. 830. ' ordered that " The Chapel in the North Isle" should be forthwith fitted up for 
a chapter house, " by 0ooring thereof, making a chimney therein, and stopping 
up the arch over it By " the north isle," perhaps, is meant the north traoBept, 
as there is no chapel, nor trace of any such having ever existed, in the north side 

nom. satra, p. aislc ; notwithstanding that Ware makes Bishop O'Hedian be buried (a. d. 
1497) " in quadam capella juxta portam occidentalem eccleeiEe cathedralis." The 
project does not seem to have been carried out, as we find an order to fit up a 
new chapter house (probably that now serving as such, in St. Mary's Chapel), 
dated the 11th June, in the following year. 

A.i>.i7se. "Bishop Pococke," promoted to this see in 1756, found his cathedral, 

99"l^'' ^ says Ledwicb, " in a most ruinous condition, being totally neglected by his pre- 
decessors': its galleries decaying, its roof tumbling down, its monuments broken, 
and scattered about" This prelate was, however, scarcely installed, when he 
commenced the work of renovation. By an entry in tiie Chapter Books, of the 

dti^to- Adi, 11th June, 1756, we learn that the bishop having communicated to the dean 

^ and chapter a design for improving and adorning the inside of the choir, his 

lordship having subscribed fifty guineas, the thanks of that body were voted to 

Id., ft. him. And, on the 30th of July following, they agreed to give thirty guineas 

annually until the work was completed. 

* From the facts given above, this assertion that the writer preriooalj quoted, a passing 
cannot be strictly true. It is possible, however, tourist, did not examine the fabric very closely. 
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" With that love ofreligion and decency," writes Ledwich, " which strongly marked his 
character, he zealously set about its [the cathedral's] reparation: he wannlj soIUcited sub- "'"' 
scriptions : purchased every necessary material at the best rate : in person superintended the 
worhmen, and that often fromfour o'clock in the moroing : beautified and adorned it through- 
out, and left a memorial of his piety and regard for his episcopal ohuicH, which the city of 
Kilkenny, and the diocese of Ossoiy, sliU gratefully remember." 

From this pan^yric of Ledwich's no right-minded person will dissent, and 
if the discriminating eye discovers many solecisms and incongruities in the works 
and repairs which Bishop Pococke effected, it must be remembered that they 
were the faults not so much of the man as of the age ; and that, probably, but 
for him this venerable cathedral would now be a ruin'. Had he lived in our 
day, his appreciation of the architecture of the building would, no doubt, put 
to shame the apathy of those, who, while they see without regret the decay of 
the fabric, look with coldness on every suggestion which does not originate 
from themselves. 

The choir was, at this period, fitted up as it now appears. The episcopal 
throne, prebendal stalls, gaUeries, pews, &c., are all of a fine dark-grained oak, 
but, being carved in the Ionic style, there is a sad want of harmony between them 
and the architecture of the &bric. We find by an entry on the Chapter Books ciu^^ aoi, 
(a-d. 1762) that the bishop was permitted to dispose of the materials of the *"' ^ "'' 
" old choir" as he should think fit : but as these had been put up subsequently 
to the Restoration, it is probable their loss is not much to be deplored. 

We learn from the Chapter Books that Pococke did not confine himself to the 
remodelling of the choir; he also built a colonnade reaching from the north tran- 
sept door to the palace garden ; by an entry in the Chapter Books we find that 
this work was not commenced until after 30th May, 1758, on which day per- a.d.i7ss. 
mission was granted to the bishop to erect it This colonnade is a handsome ' ^ 
structure, in the Grecian Doric style, but it completely disfigures the gable of 
the north transept, very much concealing the fine door &om view, and hiding 
the lower part of the windows by its roof ; indeed Pococke, whether from want 
of funds to de&ay the cost of glazing them, or firom want of taste to appreciate 

■ TheDeanandChapterof SLCanice,inTotuig thej owed him "almost the very beeing of our 
him their thanks for what hs bad done, say that cmthedraL" — Ohapttr Book, A., page 398. 
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the beautiiul proportions of the original design, shortened alt the principal win- 
dows considerably. Thus, at the 4th of September, the following entry appears 
on the Chapter Books : — 

" Whereas the bishop has undertaken the diieotioa of putting the cathedral into order, 
and deugne to shut up some of the windows and open otheia — It is ordered, that his lord- 
ship make such alterations in the windows, at his own expense, as he chooses." 

The parish church, a chapel within the cathedral, owes its repair to the same 
excellent prelate, by whom also die remaining fragments of the early stained 
glass were collected and placed in the great west window, where they remained, 
until removed some years since. The ancient monumental effigies and inscribed 
tombs, some of which Harris saw piled up in the chapel adjoining the chancel 
on the north, were by Pococke's orders collected, repaired, and arranged, though 
not all in their original position, or with much care or accuracy ; and he em- 
ployed John O'Phelan — " a learned and ingenious man," who at that time kept 
a school in Kilkenny, where he taught the Greek, Latin, Lrish, and English 
languages — to copy all the inscriptions exiating". Bishop Pococke intended 
also, it is said, to raise the belfry some feet higher than it is at present, but was 
deterred by the adverse opinion of the architect consulted by him, who pro- 
nounced it to be unsafe to do so, — there can be little doubt, however, that 
these fears were unfounded. This prelate also covered the communion table 
with purple velvet, richly embroidered with gold lace, and 
placed over it the painting of a Glory brought by him irom BAsmcAif 
Italy, which still remains. He erected, in the south transept, tbiustais 
a place for his Consistorial Court, the material of which is of ubesczbtev 
panelled oak ; this has, not many years since, been removed to MBTixraaDST 
Sl Mary's Chapel, where it now stands. In the Chapter Koom obhaboht 
the inscription, here given, is engraved on a stone set over the obsoriehsbb 
fireplace and surmounted by a Gothic moulding taken from 
some other part of the cathedraL 

By a black marble slab set in the wall of the north transept, it appears that 

■ O'PheUn made two copies of this MS. ; the purchued from O'Phelan, " for a trifling oouri- 

origiaal was kept bj Pococke, and is not now deration," by Mr. Henry Shee, of Irishtown, and 

known to exist. Ledwich seems, however, to fromitwasprinted,byDr. Peter Shea, the "In- 

have used it for hie work, and it may hare been scriptionB on the Tombs in St Cauice." This 

lust with his other papers. The other copy was MS. is now penes aactoran. 
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the fiubscnptiona collected hy Bishop Pococke, on his first setting about the work 
of restoration, were very considerable. This record, never having been accu- 
rately printed, deserves to be preserved, and is as follows : — 

bi:nefactors 

FQS ADOBinNO TBB CATHEDRAL OF 8^ CABICE, ITCS. 



ELAaDMoMOM, Esq'. 
Thoius WAm, IW. 



M.VBXt,A.K. 

Ealph HAwisn, A H. 

LFnci,A.IL 

M. Akobdalk, ah. 

Abtbuv Wkbb, am. 

L UlLLXT, AM. 

3<ma WAnnia, A M. 
W. Watm, a M. 
W. Avwra, LL. fi. 
T. C0UJSB,A.1L 

H. Caximxb, A. U. 

C. Jacuoh, ail 
K ConnLL, L. B. 

D. CuTr^A.lL 
Dr.rxu. 

T. Paok, AH. 
F. SoKM, A M. 
LTmr.AK. 
T. Cumxa, AB. 



EuLor Owo«T, 80 

KutLOcWAKDiarOBD, IS 

1^ Vitoonn HomnmauT, !S 

1/ ViBoouBT Chablehobt, 14 

L* Viaooun Aibbuok, 80 



CirrKn,- 

KEHST, 10 

S'W^ETAnUoBKBB.BAB'. 10 

PusickWdctb, Esq*. 10 

Jajus Aoak, Ebq'. Qowaui, 10 

T. A [ ] Ew/. 14 

6. Buhwp, Eb4'. S 

Ro. VioAmt, E*Q'. 3 

C. Dofu, £■4'. 6 

IUin«»n> If OBBM, tacf. 6 

Tao. TnmoM, Ewf. 6 



H" Pooocu Jmr. 



IKHaciaolt, VioAB'AnraKAi. 
or m Pxonwn, i 



DTooooKM, Bmor <w OS- 



S' Caiicb. 

L Lzwu, Dujr, I 

D' DAwwn, Ckaktos, 1 

£. CoouNii, Cha:iceiu>k. ] 

L SrABKAKti, TBUicmaB, 1 

[ ] AnCBDBAOOK, ] 

R. SmrABT, Pbd. ] 

W. CoaiBLl. PlIKB. 

Dr SAmTCBD, FbZB. ] 

W. GaoKBOBM, A IL, Fbzb. 9 

B. Wars, A IL, Fub. I 

I. AuXKJK, D.D., Pbxb. 1 

niiiiiiimiii or S'Cabkjb. 

B. Dawbox, &4^ 1 



£.HoaMm,EKf. 
Abtokt Bldrt, E■4^ 

N. KAKTDf , A. H. 

T. BDXToa, A H. 



Hnaa WAUxa, taef. 



On Sunday, October 2nd in this year, John Watters, Esq., Mayor of Kil- *.». ms. 
kenny, " attended by the Sheri^ Aldermen, Comroon-Councilmen, and City S^Iot 
Begalia, went in procession fb3m the Tholsel to the Cathedral Church of St. 
Canice, where an excellent sermon, suitable to the occasion, was preached by 
the Bev. Mervyn ArchdalL The procession to and from the cathedral was 
preceded by a considerable number of the Charter-school boys, singing psalms 
through the streets with becoming decency and regularity." 
i2 
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It does not appear that the project, alluded to in the following extract from 
the Corporation Books of Kilkenny, was ever carried out : — 

" 30th October. — Ordered that the Wotsbipful the Mayot of this City do pay a visit to 
the Lord Bishop of Ossorj & request the favour of his Lordahip to Immediately Purchase 
and Erect in the Bellfry oFSt. Canice a Grand set ofBellshefitiiig the Dignity of the aotient 
and flourishing City of Kilkenny, at the ezpence of the Mayor & Gitizenfi thereof. And 
that the Treasurer do pay hb Lordship the Ballance of such sum as the same may amount 
to when the Sum raised by the Sale of the present set of Bells is Srst applied to that purpose." 

By an entry of the same date it was ordered : — 

" That the sam of Ten Pounds be paid yearly to M' Kchard Mekins Organist of S* 
Canice, to Commence from the 29'" day of Sep'' last in manner in which M' Ximenes was 
pud his Sallary of Eight Pounds a year"*. 

778. The author of a tour, published in this year, gives us the following quaint 

peep at the cathedral and its congregation : — 
V iBi. " The Cathedral, in the Whole, is not beautiful ; it has Neatness, hut is destitute of 

"*"'*'' Grandeur. The Service began at eleven o'Olock, and ended at one. The Organ is a pretty 
good One ; on the Side of it, in the same Gallery, six or eight Boys were sitting with Sur- 
plices on — some of them with neither Stocking nor Shoe on — they sung Stemhold and 
Hopkins to the Magdalen-chapel Tunes. The congregauon was remarkably small, and in 
general paltry. I noticed some Handier^ with their Aprons tied about them, and others 
that had them tucked up by a comer." 

1796. The nave was re-roofed at the expense of the Chapter in this year, and during 

the incumbency of Bishop Hamilton the doors and windows of the entire church 
were renewed. 
1887. The chancel was new slated at a cost of £227 7a. Bd. 

A D.^'iMo. A contract was entered into with Mr. John Shaw to re-roof the north and 

south transepts and Chapter Room. At this period the Consistorial Court was 
removed from the south transept to St. Mary's Chapel. 

The Rev. Charles Tignoles, D. D., was installed as Dean, and immediately 
commenced aseriesofmost important improvements in the cathedral and ceme- 

* The liberality of the Corporation of Kil- to him half yearly as is paid the organist of 8* 

kenny did not, however, last long, as appears by Canice, comtDenciog 29"* Sept' lut." 
the following entries :— " That the turn of £10 formerly ordered to 

" 21" January 17Y5— That Bich* Hobbs or- Rich' Mekins organist of S' Canice by the City, 

ganiat of S' Mary's do have the same sallary paid be from this day discontinued." 



SbM'B 81, Ctt- 
««, p. II. 



C3utpter Boot. 
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t^. From his own purse, aided by some subscriptions, he defrayed the cost of 
remoTing the accumulated coatings of whitewash from the arches and pillars of 
the nave. The greater part of the windows were restored to their ori^nal pro- 
portions, the unsightly masses of stone-work which blocked them up being re- 
moved, and glass inserted where required. Externally, the earth and rubbish, 
■which had accumulated to the height of several feet above the original ground- 
line of the structure, were removed, and the original proportions of the church 
thus restored -, whilst at the same time the future stability of the building was 
insured by permitting the walls to dry, and allowing the drip from the eaves to 
run off. In the course of the excavation a large quantity of the broken glass 
and leads, which originally beloaged to the windows put up by De Ledrede, 
were discovered beneath the north lancets of the chancel, and several specimens 
of the original flooring tiles of the church were turned up. The external base 
of the round tower was also imcovered ; its floors were restored, and con- 
nected by means of step-ladders, all of substantial timber. Many other improve- 
ments were effected, amongst which we may mention the re-establishment of the 
choral service and repairing of the organ. 

The parish church, a chapel off the north transept, having been in a very *-i> 
dilapidated condition for many years, was put into thorough repair by the Chap- 
ter. The roof was raised to its original pitch, and the windows refitted with 
cast-iron sashes. The unsightiy screen which closed up the arch communicating 
with the north transept was removed at the same time. 

The old, shingled, spire-shaped roof, which, surmounted by its weathercock, ^.d. 
was so long associated in the minds of the people of Kilkenny with the cathe- 
dral, and was probably the work of Bishop Williams, was taken down, the Chapter 
having entered into a contract to remove it, lower the bells to the nave, and 
erect a new bell-frame of oak, with new floor, and roof, at a cost of £300. The 
bell-stoiy does not now show above the battlements of the tower. 

The tenor having been cracked, and some others of the beUa injured, the 
Chapter contracted, at this period, with Mr. Thomas Hodges, of Middle 
Abbey-street, Dublin, to recast four of the bells, and supply stocks of oak, « 
wheels, and ropes, for the sum of £185. SubsequenUy, from the impossibility 
of bringing the old bells into tune, the remaining two were recast, — the entire 
cost being £S01 28. The legends borne by the old bells were reproduced 
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on the upper portion of the new ones, whilst round the lower rim Uiere was 
added, in raised Roman capitals, the following inscription : — 

" JACOBO . THOHA . O BBIBM . BPJ6COPO . CAKOLO . TIOKOLXS . B.T.P. DECAHO . CKHt . IBimi . A. K. 
ABOaiDIACOHO . THOUAS . BODOBS . DS . HOTO . VTDIT . TICTOSU . EBSIVA . A. D. lUl." 

The weights and notes of the new bells, as here given, have been supplied 
hy Mr. Charles Bolger, foreman to Mr. Hodges, imder whose superintendence 
the casting was effected : — 





cm. qra. lt». 




Cirt.q~ Ihi. 


Tenor, . 


. 22 2 19 NoteE 


Fourth, . 


. 9 2 Note A 


Second, 


. 15 8 10 „ It 


Fiikh, . . 


. 7 3 24 „ B 


Third, . . 


. 12 2 „ Qt 


Sixth, . . 


. 6 3 21 „ Ci 



The new bells are good specimens of loam castiiig, and are, perhaps, the 
most musical peal of their size in Ireland. Previously to their removal from 
Dublin they were examined by many gentlemen sMlled in such matters, and 
finally by Dr. Stewart, and pronounced to be in perfect tune. The first peal 
was rung out from the new bells, by the ringers of Christ Church, Dublin, on 
the night of the 5th of April, 1853; next day, at 5 a. m., the pealing again 
commenced, and continued at intervals during the day. From the difficulty, 
however, of procuring instruction for the ringers, the practice has been dis- 
continued, the bells being now chimed by ropes attached to the tongues ; and 
by a very ingenious contrivance one person is enabled to chime any number of 
changes which the bells are capable of, and even play simple tunes on them. 
The novelty of such music at the time inspired several of the local versifiers, — 
the following stanzas are, perhaps, worthy of being preserved' : — 

" O'er the Bttutl'd <Mty, The chimes awake the echoes 

As in the olden timea, O'er wood and hill-side gay ; 

Bursts forth the jojful music Thej are heard in rural pUces, 

Of the gia; cathedral's chimes. Like fairy tinlcHngs clear 

Beneath, from abbey towers. They swell, in loudest changes. 

The gladsome echo swells — O'er the fields and gardens near. 

Their ^enc'd choirs awaken Old men and youths are list'ning 

To the clangour of the bells. To their Boll melodious spells, 

The river bears that music And maiden's eyes are glistening 

Along its waters gray — At the pealing of the bellfl." 

* These lines ore fhnn « poem written by Ur. Paris Anderson. 
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The old organ having defied all efforts at repair or imprcTement, the Chap- a.i>.ibc8. 
ter, on the 19th of SepteniberiD this year, purchased from Bevington and Sona, 
of London, organ builders, the organ built bj them, and at that time standing 
in the eastern gallery of the Great Exhibition Building, Dublin. The total 
coBt, including the setting up of the organ in the cathedral, was £600^. Ac- 
cordingly, the chancel arch, which for many generations had been closed up with 
masonry, was opened, and a platform erected (at a cost of £24) on the site of 
the old rood loft, — on this platform the new organ was placed. This fine 
instrument was first used, with full choral service, on Simday, January 15, 1854, ^o "it 
and its capabiUties may be estimated from the following detailed account of tiie 
various stops : — 

Gbbat OaoAN (CC to F). 

Open Diapason, No. 1. fifteenth. 

Open Diapason, No. 2. Seeqaialteni, 3 ranks. 

Stopped Diapason, and Claribel. Mixture, 2 ranka. 

Principal. Trumpet. 

Twelfth. Clarion. 

Choib Obqan (CO to F). 
Bourdon (Baas). Viol di Gamba (to Tenor C). 

Double Diapason (Treble). Principal. 

Dulciana (to Tenor 0). Flute (to Tenor C). 

Stopped Diapason (Bass). Ciemona. 

Stopped Diapason (Treble). 





SwBU. (to Tenor C). 


Double Trumpet. 
Double Diapason. 
Open Diapason. 
Stopped Diapason. 


Principal. 
Doublette. 
Cornopean. 
Clarion. 



Thus the Great Organ contdns 10 stops, comprising 702 pipes. The Choir 
Organ contains 9 stops, comprising 323 pipes. The Swell contains 8 stops, 
comprising 378 pipes. The Pedal Organ contuns 1 stop, and a great open 
sixteen-foot Diapason — in all 27 pipes. There are 5 copulas for connecting the 

* A ccmdderable portion of this Btun vas supplied b; subsoriptions. 
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benches of keys to each other, and three compoflitdon pedals ; forming a giand 
total of 32 stops and 1430 pipes. 

On the death of John Marquis of Ormonde, who had a short time pre- 
viously removed the monuments of his ancestors into the south transept, space 
for a vault was granted to the Ormonde family there, for £20 fine on each 
interment, and the usual fees. The vault, wherein rest the bodies of many 
members of that noble race, lay, probably, beneath the choir ; but having been 
disused in consequence of the burial elsewhere of the great Duke of Ormonde, 
his eon, the famous £arl of Ossory, and his grandsons, the second Duke of 
Ormonde and the Earl of Arran, by whose death without issue that line 
became extinct, the situation of the ancient family burial-place could not be 
discovered. 

In the April of this year it was ordered by the Chapter " that the last 
quatrefoil window on the north side of the nave of the cathedral be built up 
for the present, until the funds of the Chapter admit of its being put in new," 
which, for the credit of all concerned, it is to be hoped will soon be done.— 
J.G. 
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CHAPTER in. 

THE ABCHITECTDBE OF THE CATHEDBAL. 

THE Early English style' of Gothic architecture having been fully developed 
ere the Cathedral of St Canice was commenced, and the germs of the 
lighter and more ornate, although not more elegant architectural faahion, aptly 
termed Decorated, not having made their appearance before its completion, 
the structure affords a good and chaste example of a pure and beautiful period. 
Although in Ireland the mother church of Ossoiy cannot, as a whole, be sur- 
passed by auy cathedral still remaining, and notwithstanding that a feeling, a 
finish, and an artistic perfection are apparent in the simplest of its moldings 
and sculptured ornaments, enough to challenge comparison with the most 
ornate buildings of the same date extant ; yet it must be allowed that in size 
and splendour it is surpassed by many an English parish church. We do not, 
therefore, purpose to claim for our cathedral any importance beyond what it 
really possesses, but, ere we have done, we hope to show that it deserves the 
attention even of the architectural student who has revelled amidst the sublime 
beauties of the cathedrals of England. 

The plan of the cathedral of St. Canice, as laid down in the accompanying 
plate, is that of a Latin cross, having chapels and other accessory buildings 
Airugonnit clustering Dorth and south of the choir. The total length, from 
rfu„ boiuing. gggt to ^gg^ jg 212 feet 3 inches ; total breadth across transepts, U7 
feet ; total breadth of nave and side aisles, 63 feet 10 inches ; the area of the 
vaulting of the tower is nearly 26 feet square. No very great accuracy appears 
to have been observed in laying down the plan for the masons, the measurements 
of any two corresponding parts rarely agreeing with each other. The internal 

* The distmctiTe termaof EarlyEogUsh, De- in this work x the beat known names of the 
conUd, uid Perpendicular, have been adopted aucceuiTe darelopmenta of Gothic architectnre. 
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dimensiona of its principal parts, clear of the wallB, are as follows — the letters 
having reference to the accompanying plan: — 

A. Nave ; 107 feet, by 28 feet 3 incheB. 

B. North Bide aisle ; 107 feet, bj 14 feet 7 inches. 

C. South Bide usle ; 107 feet, hj 13 feet 8 inches. 

D. North transept; 38 feet 10 inches, by 28 feet 11 inches. 

E. South transept; 38 feet 8 inches, b; 28 feet 10 inches. 

F. Choir; 73 feet 10 inches, by 28 feet 8 inches. 

G. Parish church; 17 feet 5 inches, hj 14 feet 5 inches. 
H. North chapel ; 48 feet 6 ioches, by 15 feet 10 incheo. 
I. Anchorite's cell; 22 feet 7 inches, by 14 feet. 

J. Open yard; 12 feet 8 inches, by 15 feet 11 inches. 

K. Ancient chapter house; 29 feet 8 inches, by 15 feet 11 inches. 

L. Lady chapel ; 28 feet 7 inches, by 20 feet 8 inches. 

M. Porch ; 15 feet 7 inches, by 15 feet 3 inches. 

The only parts of the cathedral as to which any doubt of their original 
destination prevails are those marked H and L. By an error in the lettering 

Vol i^ p. S97. of the plan given in Harris's Ware, the chapel adjoining the choir to the north, 
(H in the accompanying plan), is called St. Mary's chapel, whilst the chapel 
marked L is not designated further than as being the site of the conaistorial 
court That Harris is not answerable for the error of his engraver appears 
from the letter-press of his work. He alludes to both the chapels in question, 
and leaves no obscurity as to his meaning. Thus as to the north chapel (called 

n«rri»'s fFart, St. Mary's chspel on his plan) he writes: — " Adjoining to the North Cross is 
a little place railed in, and set apart for a Parish Church; between which and 
the Choir is a large namdess Apparfment, wherein are several curious old Monu- 
ments of Men in Armour, and other Stones which are parts of ancient Monu- 
ments, lying loose against the Wall." It is plain that if Harris had ever heard 
this portion of the cathedral called St. Mary's chapel, he would not have termed 
it nameless : but it further appears that he was well aware of the situation of 
the chapel of the Blessed Virgin. He thus lays it down: — "Adjoining to the 

ji.il. South Cross is a large open space ; where the Bishop's Consistory Court is held ; 

between which, and the Choir is the Chapter House ;" and, speaking of the 

J./., p. 4ic. monument of Bishop Roth, he describes it as existing " in the Conaistorial 
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Court of the Cathedral of Kilkenny, aiatently called St. Mary's Chappd." But 
had we no means of proving byHarria's own testimony that his plan has been 
erroneously lettered, the higher and earlier authority of the Chapter Books 
afford evidence that cannot be gainaayed. By an extract printed at p. 47, aupra, 
we find certain persons contracting, in 1674, '* to stop up the great south 
window in St. Mary's Chappell." Now as the chapel so called on Harria'a 
plan is bounded by the choir on the south, it can have no sotiik vrndow at all; 
and as the portion of the Cathedral marked L on our plan, and at present 
occupied by the conaistorial court and chapter room, is the only chapel which, 
by any possibility, could have a great south window, there can be no question 
that it was the ancient Lady Chapel; and its south window may well be termed 
"great," as it originally occupied nearly the entire length of the south wall, 
although at present the central compartment is closed up with masonry*, and 
the hood-moulding knocked off flush with the surface of the wall. If further 
evidence were required, the Chapter Books afford it in abundance ; we shall, 
however, only cite the following. By an entiy dated May 19th, 1687, it was cJUpfn-ftM*, 
agreed that the executors of Mrs. Frances Foulkes, on payment of £10 fine, '^ 
shall have a grant " of the ground in St. Mary's Cbappel where the said M" 
Foulkes monument is now built." The original site of the Foulkes' monument 
is shovm by Harris's plan to have been in the chapel opening off the south 
transept, which is thus proved to be the ancient Lady Chapel. 

The position of the ancient chapter bouse ia determined by the passage from 
Harris, already quoted, to have been between the Lady Chapel and the choir. 

Ware says, that Bishop O'Hedian was buried in a chapel near the west door 
of the cathedral, but unless we take the bishop's resting-place to have been 
totally unconnected with the main building, one must suppose that usually accu- 
rate writer to have been mistaken, — the most careful examination not having 
revealed any trace of connecting arch or doorway. 

The foundations brought to light in 1845 have already been alluded to (see 
pp. 25 and 32, st^a). They appear to have belonged to the nave of an earlier 
building, the chancel of which lay eastward of the present structure. These re- 
mains are indicated by the dotted lines north and south of the choir on the plan. 

* Hvria's View of the cktbednl shows that Ttpb7thecontnctoraml674waaconEDedto the 
the portion of " the great sonth window" built most eutern of the three comptrtmeota. 
k2 
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The traditioa of Kilkenny haa it, that there are extensive vaults beneath the 
cathedral; but, if so, they are as yet undiscovered. This tradition is connected 
in the popular mind with the vague idea of hidden treasute, and it is said that 
an archway was struck on some years since in digging a grave near the north 
side of the choir. We could not learn that any further exploration was 
attempted ; it is probable, indeed, that no such discovery was ever made. 

Perhaps this is the best place to quote a description of the cathedral written 
in the early part of the seventeenth century, probably by a native of Kil- 
kenny, the learned David Roth, Eomau Catholic Bishop of Ossory. It is a 
matter of great regret that the manuscript copies of the tract *' De Ossoriensi 
DicEscesi" preserved in the British Museum and the Library of Trinity College, 
Dublin, are imperfect, brewing off at the most interesting part of the writer's 
account of the cathedral. We give a translation, appending the original Latin 
as a note' : — 



" And that I may present to nearer view an actual representation of that munificent 
holiness, which had its birth in times of old, it will be permitted to take, at least, a hasty 
survey of the cathedral church, with its appurtenances and component parts, to the end that 
the futhful of our time may learn and admire the piety of their ancestors. 

" Situation has its advantages in displaying the proportions and magnificence of a 
fabric; for a building which possesses a situation moderately lofty, and enjoys a free ur, is 



* AtfTtipsataadumbrationemmtLDlficchaiuB 
sanotitatiB antiquitus inchoatie propius intueri 
detoT, fas mihi erit cathedralem Ecctism cam 
appecdidbus et membris eiua saltern perfunc- 
tione circnmire ; ut discant Orthodox! nri et 
diligant pietatem anorum progenitorum. 

Flurimura valet ipse loci positio ad oonside- 
randa fabricEB amplitudinem et magDificentiam; 
qute etism editiore situ et liberiore potitur aura, 
salubrior esse sotet et splendidior. Itaf Ecctia 
hiec S. Canici turn quod emineat in erectiori 
tmnulo, tanquam excubitoria specula libere pro- 
spectans et ciuitatem modice subiectam, et am- 
pl^ (Urcumiectum territorium, turn quod struc- 
ture solidissima e saxo sectili polito surgat ab 
imo fundamento, comaiendat se intuentibus earn 
propius 



In aquilonari latere chori contigpia muro ex- 
teriori Eccleaie bKrebat cella anachoretica ex 
qua per feneatellam lapideam, qute inibi posita 
erat in pariete ad dexterum cornu aummi altaris, 
nempe a pte Euaogelij, diuina mjsteria dum 
perag/entor prospicere poterat inclnaua Ana- 
choreta. .... 

Ipse chorus EccIesiK S. Canici Eatis amplua eat 
et aplendidus, quern exornat mirificS vasta ab 
orients fenestra, qua nescio an vgpiam in toto 
boc r^Do alia vlla Tel capacior Bit vel omatior, 
dnobuB ordinibus columnarum e saxo viuo dis- 
tiiicta, et vitro vaiiegato pelluceus, in qua scitis- 
sime depingitur historia totius vits, passionis, 
resurrectionis, et ascensionis DominicR. Cnius 
tanta et tarn vennata est respleadentia, tantus^ 
omatus et decor, ut cum novelli iconodaitie anb 
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wont to appeal more exhilaratiDg and beRutifuI. So thia church of St. Canice, as well 
from its situation on a gentle eminence from whence, as from a watch-tower, it looks freely 
ahroad on the citj lying beneath, and wide-spread surrounding district, as well as because 
it rises from ita foundation a Btructure of the most solid nature, composed of cut and polished 
etone, commendB itself to the near beholder 

" Adjoining the north side of the choir, and close to the external wall of the church, 
an anchorite's cell was attached, whence from an aperture in the wall near the right, oc 
Gospel side, of the high altar the enclosed anchorite could behold the performance of the 
divine mysteries 

" The choir of the church of St. Canice is ample and splendid enough, adorned by a won- 
derfully large eastern window, than which I know not of any, in all this kingdom, of greater 
size or more replete with ornament. It is divided by two piers furnished with columns 
of solid stone, and the light streams in through painted glass, on which is most skilfully 
depicted the history of the entire life, pasaion, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord. 
Such is the elegance and splendour of this work, so great is the ornament it adbrds to, and 
BO much does it become the building, that when the new iconoclasts, who sprung up under 
King Edward, and again under his sister Elizabeth, offered violence to the holy images, 
and that shameless miscreant, John Bale, had broken and violated all be could find of the 
statues and efEgies of the saints, nevertheless both he, and the other intrusive bishops after 
him, restrained their violent hands from these windows. 

" On the left side of the choir, as you enter, the bishop occupied an apse near the altar, 
elevated on steps of hewn stone. Then the minor prelates, separated by a short space, had 
their stalls in the circuit of the presbytery, each acording to their dignity, — the Dean 



Edonardo Bege, et rnrsus sub Elizabetba eius 
Borore, vim intulisient sacria imaginibaB, etim- 
pudicus Ganeo Johannes BalcuB confregisEet et 
violacBet quascii^ reperire poterat sanctorum 
statuas et effigies, ab his tamen fenestriB tsm ipae 
quam alij post eum inuoBDres Epiacopi manua 
violentas continuerunb 

Ad Isnum latus ingredientiu choru props 
altare episcopus hab«bat absydem gradatam e 
Baxo structili : secundarii veru antiatites, non 
magno ab inde interuallo in circnitn pra»- 
byteriihabentsUBB sedesiuxta coius^ dignitatia 
eminentiam erectas : Decanus primam, Pnecen- 
tor aecnndam, GaacellsriuB tertian), Thesaura- 
rioB quartaro, qnib' accedit Archidiaconus, nam 
et ipse intuitu saltern prebendte quam habet 



o£Scio annezam ingreditur prsabyteriu sedem^ 
occupat cum alils dignttariia : Nej vero ex hia 
Bolum modo dignitatib' capitulum Ossoiiense 
coficitur, babet enim canonicos siue prRbenda- 
rios qui votum habet et sufiragium capitulare et 
nuroero denario constat: Ecclesias quaa singuli 
sortlnntur infra recenaebimus. 

Habet templum ipaum satis spatiosum ambitu, 
intra quern et domus capitularis, et Sacellu B. 
Virginis continetur, quod iDEerult pro Ecclesia 
parocbiali, at^ ipsa nauis Eccleaite, no tantu cbo- 
Tua, pnebet monnmenta aepulchralia proceru 
vtriuB} ordinis, tam Antiatitutn, quam etiam 
nobiliuin." — De Ouorimsi Dicenceii, Cod. Clar. 
torn, li., 4796, British Museum ; and E. 4. 18, 
Library Trin. Col. Dub-, seotions 25-29, and 33. 
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fint, next sot the P^centor, in the third place the Cbuicellor, and fourth the Treasuier, 
to whom ia added the Archdeacon, for he abo, in right of hia piebend which be holds 
annexed to his office, enters the presbytery and aits with the other digmtsries. Nor 
is the chapter of Oaaorj composed of those dignitaries ahiae, it posaesBea also canoM oi 
prebendaries, to the number of ten, who have vote and mi&age in the chapter. The 
churches which were allotted to them we ahsll recount hereafter. 

" The church itself is of considerable size, and comprises within its walla both a chap- 
ter house and chapel of the Blessed Virgin which serves for the parish church. The nave 
of the church, no less than the choir, contains sepulchtal monuments of men of rank 
both in church and state." .... 

Before we pass oq to the architectural description of the cathedral it may 
be well to offer a few obserratious ou the foregoing. Of the anchorite's cell 
described by the luthor of the MS., the foundations still remain. The floor of 
the cell was nearly four feet below the level of the choir, and the remains of the 
earlier church had evidently been adapted for that purpose ; at the south-west 
angle there is a niche in the choir wall 3 feet 8 inches wide, and of shallow 
depth ; this is approached by three steps, and if entirely freed from masonry, 
would, doubtless, be found to contain the fenestella lapidea, or " low side 
window," commaQding a view of the high altar. In the north-east angle is a 
rude circular cavity cut into the old wall, apparently for a fireplace, and there 
are three rude lockers or niches cut into the north wall, each about two feet 
wide. There must have been some superstructure, now removed, to rfuse the 
roof above the window already described, but it is probable that there was no 
door, as the anchorite was " inclusus," shut up in his cell'. The site of the ancho- 
rite's cell is marked I on the plan. 

During the process of clearing out the area of the old " anker-house," in the 
summer of 1846, a very interesting discovery was made, serving to throw some 
light on the character of De Ledrede's windows, so vividly described by the 

■ The writer of the US. adds, when speaking cetnr. Erat etiam cella Anachoretica in Aghnre 
of the cell: " Eratj in pluribna huius regni Ossorien' dioc'. Nam de succesBione Anachore- 
Eoclesiis principalibuB pia ilia obseruatio tenen- tarum FonrenBinm qute etiam nuc viget, pro- 
ds colendeef AnachoreBeos, aicati de cella S. priuB dicendi locus erit in DicecesiMidensi, etex 
Imarij diximus in Eccleaia Ardmachana ; de cella ilia occasione inserem' regulas vitte Anachoreticn 
•tiam S. Carthagi in £cclesia Liamotenh alibi di- tam illas quK oUm conscripts^ erant, quam que 
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■writer of the MS. About four feet beneath the surface the workmen struck on 
a etratum of painted and stained glass, brokea into fragments more or less 
minute, and intermixed with portions of the ancient leads. This stratum was 
immediately beneath the three lancet lights which pierce the north wall of the 
choir at its eastern end, and extended about three feet from the wall. It was 
evidently the <fe6m of the windows above, as scarcely a qu&rry of the glass 
remained entire, and the leads were much bent and twisted. It would appear, 
too, that the spoliators had akeen eye to profit, as the remains of a large wood 
fire, amounting to nearly a horse-load of charcoal, was close at hand, into which 
the glass, when torn down from the windows, had evidently been cast for the 
purpose of melting out the lead which bound it together. Here were found 



hoc tempore obsenituitar, in iata qiue duiic bu- 
perest Anachoresi." —Dt OatorietuiDiaaeen, § 27. 

The anchorite's cell at Fore still remuas ; St. 
Doolongh'e, near Dublin, a remarkable example, 
and that of SL Uunoa, of Tagbman in Weet- 
meath, maybe added to the instances enumerated 
by the writer of the MS. Muianns Scotos, tlu 
celebrated annalist, was an incluse. 

It seems to be a misuomet to call such " io- 
dasorii'* aachotites, who have their name from 
avax^pti, because they tuually retired to s 
desert place. They are more properly ascetics, 
who lived apart in a cell The Sules pro- 
mised in the MS. are still denderata: bat by 
• Rule drawn up by Grimlsic, an anchorite 
priest of the niath, or, at latest, tenth century 
anchorites were required to live near churches. 
A Bavarian Rule directs the cell to be of stoae, 
twelve feet square, with three windows, one op- 
posite the choir, by which the Eucharist was to 
be received, the second for admitting food, and 
the third for light, to be closed by horn or glus. 
Of this kind appears to have been the cell at Kil- 
kenny. Tbecellat "Aghure"(FreshfDrd),about 
seven miles fnm Kilkenny, has been totally re* 
moved. In England a few " ankerhouses" re- 
main, as in the south transept of Norwich Cathe- 
dral, and at Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire, in the 



tower. Many ankerhousea were wooden struc- 
tures close to the church, bo that their occnpants 
dwelt, as the author of " The Ancren Biwle'' of 
the thirteenth century, published by the Camden 
Society, says, undei the eaves of the church- 
These ascetics were of both sexes. The ceremooy 
of inclusion was attended with a solemn service, 
of which an example, with rubrical directions, is 
preserved in the Uarloan Collection, No. 87S, 
Mus. Brit. In cues of great strictness (which 
was voluntary on the part of the iacluse), the 
anchorite was locked in for life, and the biiihop, 
whose consent was necessary, placed his seal 
upon the ceU. Occasionally the entrtnoe was 
dosed Dp with masonry. The incluse lived upon 
the alms of the pious. So we find Henry IL 
bequeathing gifts to the incluses of Jerusalem, 
England, and Normandy. In a will of the fif- 
teenth century there is a bequest to "the Anker 
in the Wall beside Bishopsgate," London : and 
St. Richard, Bishop of Chichester, makes be- 
quests to the incluses (in oue instsnce a female) 
of Pageham, Hoghton, Stopeham, and Hering- 
ham. A contemporary Bishop of Norwich men- 
tions several "ankers" and incluses in his will, 
uid especially his niece £Ua " in redusorio*' at 
Massingham. — See for the anthorities TheArchr 
aologicaljoumai, vol.xi.,pp. 194-200. 
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lumps of conglomerate matter composed of melted glasa, lead, and charcoal 
The quantity of glass discovered was considerable, and it was at first hoped that 
it might bear leading, and be placed in some of the windows of the cathedral ; 
but the damp nature of the soil, by which it had been for nigh two centuriee 
covered, had rendered it extremely brittle and liable to come away in flakes, 
the soda, which enters into the fabrication of all glasa, having become decom- 
fiosed, aad separated from the silica. The glass vfas of various kinds, viz., 
white, opaque, painted, and atained; there were many varieties of the latter, as 
purple, blue, ruby, yellow, amber, green, amethyst, and a rich ultramariDe, with 
intermediate shades of all these colours. The painted glass exhibited chiefly 
portions of floral designs painted in a reddish stain on white and semi-opaque 
glaaa, and then burned in. On a careful examination of the entire mass, not more 
than four or five fr^ments exhibiting traces of the human figure presented them- 
selves. Immediately after the discovery, the writer, being desirous to ascertain 
the age of the specimens discovered, in order to identify them with De Ledrede's 
glass, communicated the facts to Mr. Charles Winston, whose " Inquiry into 
the Diflerence of Style observable in Ancient Glass Paintings" is a standard 
work of reference on the subject. Mr. Winston's reply was entirely in favour 
of the conjecture that the fragments of glass discovered belonged to the four- 
teenth century. He stated that fourteenth century glass is distinguishable by 
the nature and texture of the material, by its colour, and by the mode of painting 
on it. The texture of the glass is sometimes impure, and often nearly opaque ; 
frequently it is encrusted with a brown ferruginous coating, or perforated by little 
round holes about the size of a pin's head, — the efiect of decomposion in both 
cases. Glass of this period has a tendency to exfoliate like mica. The plain 
glass is frequently of a rich sea-green hue, varying in depth according to the 
manufacture and thickness of the sheet. Some of the plain and coloured glass 
of this period is very thick, ranging from a quarter of an inch to a sixteenth or 
under. The colour, and mode of producing it, afibrd also criteria to judge of the 
age of glass. In the fourteenth century the yellow and ruby stains were pro- 
duced in a very peculiar way, namely, by a coating of yellow or ruby glass laid 
over a substratum of white, often presenting a streaked and uneven appear^ 
ance, as if laid on with a brush. This yellow stained glass is not to be con- 
founded with a homogeneous yellow glass which was in use daring all the 
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periods over which gkes-paintiog extends, and which, with all such homoge- 
neously tinted glass, of whatever colour, is termed " pot-metal." Ruby glass is 
invariably stained on one side only of the sheet, the substratum being white 
glasB ; and the layer of colouring matter varies much in thickness according to 
the age of the glass, the oldest being of considerable substance. Frequently, 
when viewed edgeways, it is found to consist of several laminse of ruby embedded 
in white glass*. Geometrical patterns, consisting of combinations of the circle, 
spherical triangle, &c., are especially characteristic of fourteenth century glass 
work, whilst the floral patterns in vogue consisted of running scrolls formed 
by tendrils, with ivy, maple, vine, or oak leaves springing from them ; the lines 
of the design being strongly marked, and painted in an enamel tint of a red- 
dish-brown colour, composed of an oxide of iron, mixed with a soft flux, 
which, when exposed to heat, permanently adhered to the glass. Fine cross- 
hatchings were much used at this period also. Examples of every variety of 
the different kinds described by Mr. Winston were found amongst the glass 
exhumed in 1846 from beneath the north windows of the choir. Some cha- 
racteristic specimens have been represented in tinted lithography on the accom- 
panying plate, and give a faithfid idea of the originals, except that it was found 
impossible adequately to reproduce the brilliancy of the ruby tint of the glass. 
Examples of the geometric and floral patterns, already alluded to, have also 
been included in our illustration. The delicacy of the tendrils represented on 
one of the specimens will be observed, and aflbrds a striking example of the 
attention bestowed on work which, from its height above the spectator's eye, 
could only present the general efiect of colour or form. A fragment of the 
draped arm of a human flgure may be seen painted on another of the specimens 
figured in the plate. 

But the age of glass may be judged of as much by the character of the leads 
in which it is set, as by its own peculiarities. It may be observed of all leads 
of the period to which our glass belongs, in contradistinction to those manu- 
factured in modem times, that they present a narrow surface to the eye, whilst 
strength and rigidity, in a line at right angles to the plane of the window, is 

* Pnrple glasa wu someUmea, ti this pOTiod, example of this kind hse occorred amongst the 
produced by enolosiDg a stratom of bine glass glass found beoeath the choir windows of the 
betwent two strata of the ruby stain,— .but no cathedral. 
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obtained by their peculiar form. These will be seen, by the accompanying 
woodcut, to be the characteriBtics of the leads found along with the St. Canice' 
glass. Three varieties are here represented, of the 
same size as the originals, one used for the smaller 
patterns, the others, which are much stronger, for the 
larger glazing panels and general outUnes. An- 
ciently leads were cast in a mould, and the fri^ments 
discovered at St. Canice'a have very much that cha- ►^ 

racter. It were to be wished that modem Irish ma- ^^^^^ 

nu&cturers would take a lesson from these ancient J^^^^H 

examples, where the same or a smaller quantity of No. 7. 

metal is so managed as to afford flexibility sufficient for the composition of the 
most intricate patterns, great rigidity to the action of storms, and a surface bo 
narrow as not to interfere with the design of the window, — qualities, in all of 
which modem leading is sadly deficient. 

From the foregoing data it may safely be concluded, that the glass and leads, 
exhumed in 1846, once formed portions of the celebrated windows erected by 
De Ledrede five hundred years before. It is tme that an objection presents 
itself. The windows of De Ledrede are said to have been adorned by a series 
of compositions, most probably in the medallion form, illustrative of the history 
of our Saviour ; whilst, amongst the fragments recovered, but few can be re- 
ferred to the human figure. But, irrespective of the fact that some specimens 
of the painted glass must be referred to that class of design, there are two con- 
siderations, which serve, in a great degree, to obviate this objection. The first 
is, that any representation of the human form would have been peculiarly ob- 
noxious to the iconoclastic zeal of the Puritan despoilers of the cathedral ; all 
such portions they would, undoubtedly, tate particular care to deface. Secondly, 
we must recollect that the glass and leads discovered in 1846 appear to have 
been broken down from the norlkem tcind&ws ofth^ choir, whilst all testimony 
concurs in assigning the glass paintings commemorating the Gospel history to 
the ffreat eastern mndoto. We may fairly suppose that the side windows were 
kept subordinate to the great design, and, although rich in all the varied hues 
of stained and painted glass, were chiefly flUed with the mosaic, geometric, and 
floral patterns, of which the exhumed fragments present examples. At all 
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evente, " that the glass' in question is of the fourteenth century," to quote Mr. 
Winston's words, " there cannot be the slightest doubt." 

The description of the arrangement of the choir, given by the writer of the 
MS., is not very clear. He describes the choir as having been furnished with 
an apse, in which was the bishop's throne, and the high altar. The term ' apse' 
is usually applied to the circular or polygonal eastern terminations of ancient 
chxut^hes, which, although frequently to be met with in England, seem never to 
have been used by our Irish architects. Perhaps the writer meant to convey the 
idea, that the presbytery or choir was raised in steps; on the highest or eastern- 
most was the altar, to the left of which stood the bishop's throne. The remain- 
der of the description is easily understood. The material of the ancient choir 
fittings was probably carved stone, and we may judge of the style of the rest by 
the two sides or arms of a stall, carved in 
Kilkenny marble, and adorned with early 
English foliage, which is preserved in the 
north transept, and is traditionally termed 
"St Kieran'a Chair." The stone-work 
forming the present eeat is modem ; the 
anns ire undoubtedly of the thirteenth 
century, contemporary with the cathedral 
itself, but not of an earlier date ; it pro* 
bably was one of the staJls of the canons 
or prebendaries. 

Another portion of the church furni- 
ture, coeval with the cathedral itself, 
which has come down to our day, is the 

font. There are no means of tracing its history'' except that the style in which 
it is carved, and the mode in which its five supporting pillars are arranged, 
prove it to be of the same date as the church to which it belongs. The 
accompanying illustration, carefully drawn to perspective scale of three-eighths 

* The gUst and lettda alladed to above have hj the " fanatio limbs of tbe beut" in 1650, 

been deposited in the Maseum of the Kilkenny seems to haTB been a different one erected in the 

Archsolo^cal Society by the Dean of Ossory. choir after it was appropriated to the reformed 

*• The " marble font," broken " all to pieces" worship.' — See p. 45, supra. 

l2 
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of an inch to a foot, will give the best idea of its form. There was originally 
a drain carrying down the water to the earth through the thick central sup- 



port, but it seems now to be closed up. The bowl of the font is cylindrical, 

and in the spaces between the circle and the external square are well marked 

and characteristic carvings ; we give an engraving of this ornament, 

drawn to a scale of half an inch to a foot. At what period the font 

was re-erected in its old position, near the south porch, is not 

known. Fonts of similar pattern exist, belonging to St. Mary's 

Chiirch, Kilkenny, and the parish (originally collegiate) church 

of Gowran in the county of Kilkenny — both of them Early English 

structures. 

To conclude our notices of the ancient fittings of the cathedral, a few words 
on the flooring tiles used in the building may here be allowed. It is now impos- 
sible to trace, with any degree of certainty, the connexion between the tile 
pavements of our ancient religious edifices, and the tesselated pavements of the 
ancient Romans. That the former sprang from an adaptation of the principle 
of the latter seems, however, almost self-evident. Neither can the date of the 
Oottani of introduction of tile pavements be assigned with precision ; all we at present 
Gcthie^rcM- know is that they occurin churches at dates ranging from about the year 1200 
™ '"ni^""*^ to the end of the fifteenth or sixteenth century, though found in Normandy of 
a somewhat earlier date. In England attention has long been directed to the 
subject, and the use of this beautiful style of pavement has been very extensively 
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revived there. Id Ireland, although numberless specimeus lie scattered in the 
ruins of our churches and abbeys, no notice of their existence was taken until 
Mr. Thomas Oldham printed his treatise on " Ancient Irish Pavement Tiles," 
some years since. Irish specimena of three varieties have been observed, viz. : 
1. Impressed; 2. Inlaid; 3. In relief. In the first class, the tile, from four to six 
inches square, and from one to two inches thick, was fashioned out of pieces of 
well-coinpacted clay: on this was impressed the pattern, geometric, floral, or, in 
some instances, heraldic ; over all a glaze was passed, and then the tiles were 
burned. The next step was to impress the pattern more deeply and broadly, 
and into the cavity thus left after the withdrawal of the stamp waa forced white 
or coloured clays, care being taken to have the inlaid clay different in tint from 
the ground. The third variety is easily understood. Examples of the first 
two varieties alone have been found in the Cathedral of St. Canice ; and the 
impressed pattern occurs in much greater quantity than the inlaid ; so much 
80 as to lead one to the conclusion that the latter kind were very sparingly 
used. The accompanying plate presents six varieties ; and, besides these, 
several plain tiles, and the pattern represented in Mr. Oldham's plate, No. 4, 
have been found. A considerable niunber of fragmental examples, and some 
few whole tiles, were discovered by the workmen engaged in clearing the 
accumulated earth from the external walls of the cathedral in 1845 ; several 
have been turned up in making graves in the churchyard near the north 
transept, and a few were found in siiu close to the wall in the parish church 
when it was under repair in 1850. Whenever the present fiooring of the 
cathedral is disturbed, specimens, more or less perfect, present themselves. In 
short, it is evident from the quantities discovered, that the entire building was 
originally floored with them. It ia now, of course, impossible to ascertain the 
arrangement of the tiles, or to say in what portions of the building the different 
varieties were used, or whether they were exclusively used in any part. The 
impressed tiles have alone been found in situ, as already observed, in the 
parish church ; and perhaps the inlaid patterns, as being the richest and most 
ornamental, were confined to the choir, or immediate vicinity of the altar, whilst 
in the Msles and transepts the more simple impreaaed patterns were employed. 
There can be little doubt that in both cases plain tiles were used to relieve the 
ornamental ones, and afford framework for the various patterns. It is observ- 
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able that half, quarter, and even quartered ornamental tiles again diago- 
nally divided, have been discovered ; and the same observation applies to 
the plain tiles. Some of the patterns were completed in four tiles, but others 
required a greater number, and some of the patterns are evidently intended to 
be repeated frequently in juxtaposition to each other*. Should the cathedral 
of St Canice ever have the good fortune to be restored in accordance with its 
ori^nal plan, it ia to be hoped that the important item of ornamental tile pave- 
ment will not be neglected ; and, perhaps, the original patterns would best suit 
- the plain but elegant architectural style of the structure, to the consideration of 
which we now pass. 

Although there is nothing of an ornate character about the exterior of the 
cathedral, yet the very absence of all pretension, the general fitness and har- 
E^tmmi mony of its parts, and the massiveness of its proportions, impress the 
'*■'**"• beholder with greater pleasure than arises from the examination of 
many buildings of more ambitious design. It has been objected, indeed, to our 
cathedral that its eflect is spoiled by the want of height in the central tower, 
and, no doubt, this objection is well founded. That a low " stumpy steeple" 
did not enter into the design of the original architect, we have evidence from 
the record already quoted (page 35, etipra) of the fell of the tower in 1332. 
The bell stoiy, with, perhaps, its triplet lancet lights on each face, was then 
lost, and what remains to us is but the stump, shorn, very likely, of at least forty 
feet of its original height With this additional elevation — the summit crowned 
by that pecuhar pinnacle work, of which the neighbouring tower of the Domi- 
nican abbey (although of a later date) affords a good example, and the stair- 
turret at the south-western angle carried up above the rest, and terminating by 
a pinnacle and small ornamental vane — the efiect of the entire buildingwould be 
greatly improved. The south-western aspect of the cathedral has been so 
frequently engraved, that it has been here omitted, in favour of other more 

■ The specimeos of the ancient paTement tUet the examples found at the cathedral occurs a 

discoTered at St Canioe's Cathedral have been maas of tiles tmited b^ a partial fusion of the 

deposited in the Museum of lite Kilkenny and day, which mast hare occurred in the process 

Soath-Eaat of Ireland Arcbnological Society, of burning, thus serving to show that the tiles 

where they are illnstrated by many umilar spe> irere mano&ctured on the spo t ; as it ia most 

oimens found in the ancient abbeys of the sur^ unlikely that such imperfect specimens would 

rounding district. It is observable that amongst have been imported. 
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neceesaty illuatrationa. From this point of view the principal feature is the 
western gable, which, with its tall triple lancet window and richly sculptured 
doorway, its buttresses, surmounted by terminal pinnacles, carrying the eye up- 
wards, and varying the Mgbt and shade of the whole, and its tall, cross-sur- 
mounted gable, presents a coup cCceil of considerable architectural merit. There 
is a peculiarity in the arrangement of the triplet window, of which we do not 
remember to have seen another example : the lancets at each side come down 
below the central one, and th^ space is occupied by an oblong, rectangular panel 
containing three small multifoil openings, lighting a triforium-like gallery which 
runs across the base of the window internally. Theapex ofthe gable contained 
a large multifoil window, but it is now partially closed up, and has, besides, lost 
a considerable portion of its moldings. The western door is well worthy of 
attention, and will be fully described in a subsequent page. Originally there 
were crosses on the wings formed by the lean-to of each side aisle, but of these 
the sockets alone remain. 

Passing round to the southward, the porch, an unusual feature in Irish 
churches, attracts attention on account of its elegant entrance arch: fortunately 
the original pitch of the gable wall has been allowed to remain unaltered, 
although the roof has been lowered considerably. This gable bad its cross, of 
which the socket only now remains. The side aisle windows, both on the north 
and south sides and in the western gable, are of inferior workmanship, and 
would appear to have been hurriedly got up: they consist each of two lancets " 
surmounted by a small quatrefoil, all combined into one window by a hood-mold. 
The clerestory lights are quatrefoil in shape, and from their large size and the 
absence of tracery, present a rather bald appearance. The south transept is 
furnished with angle buttresses, trnd is lighted by four lofty lancets, set in pairs, 
two in the west wall and two in the south gable ; above the latter, in the apex 
of the gable from which the cross has been removed, is a multifoil window. 

As we pass on to the eastward, leaving the round tower to be described here- 
after, we come on the Lady chapel, and perceive that originally along the entire 
surfoce of its southern wall extended one unbroken window, composed of nine 
lancet lights combined into three groups by hood-molds. Of these the central 
compartment is now closed up, and the hood-mold industriously chipped away. 
The remaining windows are much shortened. The gable also, when in its 
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primitive state, presented a very large extent of glass, the wall being pierced 
with six lancets, the two central ones rising considerably above the others, and 
each group of two surmounted by a quatrefoil and hood-mold. This fine win- 
dow has been sadly mutilated, the hood-molds having been broken away, the 
mullions removed from the two side couplets, and the opening closed up with 
masonry. The central lights are also much shortened. 

The chapter-house, which comes between the Lady chapel and the choir, 
does not present any feature of much interest. It was originally lighted by one 
small lancet in the south wall, now closed up, and a small triple lancet window 
to the east ; the latter is now much shortened. There are traces of a door in 
the east wall, adjoining the choir. 

In our external survey the choir next presents itself. It has angle buttresses, 
and its walls are pierced by thirteen lights, viz. : two square-headed windows 
at each side near the tower, a group of three tall, round-headed lancets in each 
side wall near the eastern end, whilst the gable is furnished with a multifoil 
opening near the apex of the gable (which has lost its terminal cross), and 
beneath it a magnificent triple lancet window. All the windows at the eastern 
end of the choir have been shortened, and are consequently much injured as to 
their proportions. 

The plate which fronts this page represents the south-eastern view of the 
cathedral, having the round tower in the fore-ground. 

Passing round to the north side, the north chapel and parish church present 
themselves. The former has been, in modem times, shedded up against the choir, 
but the skew-table or weathering of the old gabled roof is apparent against the 
transept wall, as are also the doors and passage in the wall which gave access 
to the valley between the roofs. The external surface of the gable of this 
chapel is weaiher-slated, covering up the two side lights of a triple lancet, and 
injuring the general effect of the whole. Were this inappropriate covering 
removed, and the roof restored to its original form, it would prove a very great 
improvement to this part of the building. The parish church was re-roofed 
in 1850, the original pjtoh being preserved. It is lighted by two lancets in 
the gable, and two in the north wall. 

Of the north transept little more need be said than that it is a coimterpart 
of its southern fellow, with the exception of a doorway which will be described 
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heireafter. The windows ore much shortened ; those to the west imnecessarily, 
the northern oaes, in consequence of the unsightly roof of the " colonnade" 
encroaching on their lower portions. It should have been stated before, that 
the gables of both transepts are pierced by two circular windows; one, a large 
multifoil, immediately over the two lancets, and grouping with them ; the other, 
much smaller, and simply quatrefoiled, in the apex of the gable. The gable of 
this transept has lost its terminal cross. 

There is nothing in the north side aisle or north side of the nave that requires 
remark, except that the side aisles do not appear ever to have had parapets, 
that the northern windows belong to the same low class of workmanship as 
those on the south side, and that one of the clerestoiy quatrefoils, that next 
the west end, has been recently closed up with masonry. We are glad to learn, 
however, that this arrangement is only temporary. 

The masonry of the entire building is that termed spawled rubble, with 
quoins and dresainga of cut-stone. In the rubble work, which is very 
good of its class, the limestone of the district is almost entirely used : the 
dressings are chieSy of sandstone. The battlements seem to preserve their 
original form ; the corbel table is plain, except in a very few instances, where 
carvings of roses, &c, are introduced. The battlement of the tower is not 
corbelled out from the wall, — the molded string which, no doubt, formerly 
indicated the commencement of the bell-story, taking the place of the usual 
corbel table ; the stair turret also ends abruptly, thus proving that the present 
battlement is merely a make-shift, having been erected (though, no doubt, at an 
early date) on Uie Btump of the fallen tower. 

Having thus briefly surveyed the external features of the cathedral, let us 
now proceed to examine in detail the characteristics of the interior. 

Entering by the west door, the view of the interior is very striking. The 
massive, yet not ungraceful, columns, and richly molded arches which connect 
y,„ Md *^^ ^^'® ^^'^ ^^® ^i*^^ aisles, the shafted piers of the belfiy leading 
■ide aiiio. jjjg gyg ^p ^ jj^g elcgaut fau-tTacery of its vaulting, and the choir 
stretching away beyond all, form a picture not easily surpassed. When first the 
dead wall, which had for so many years closed the choir arch, was removed, 
and ere the opening was again, in a great degree, blocked up by the erection 
of the present unsightly organ-case, the eye, ran^g along the entire extent 
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of the building, could appreciate the effect produced by the Btrong light 
admitted through the loffy and numerous lancets at the eastern end, as con- 
trasted with the deeper shade of the tower vaulting in the middle distance: 
and one was in some degree enabled to imagine the beauty of the whole when 
a richly carved roof spanned the nave and choir ; when shaft, and arch-mold, 
and capital were rich with colour, and De Ledrede's painted windows— 

" lonumerable of stains and splendid dyes, 
As are the tiger-moth's deep-damaek'd wings," — 

lent their glorious tints to perfect the picture. A view of the nave, as seen 
tbrough the west doorway, will be given hereafter. 

The plate on the opposite page shows the sectional arrangement of the 
nave and aisles. The arches are richly molded, each consiating of two orders, 
and have, on each face, hood-molda terminating in corbel-heads and bosses 
of foliage a short distance above the caps of the pillars. The accompanying 
diagrams afford sections, at one inch to a foot, of the arch-molds, two 




varieties, each representing half the thickness of the wall (6ge. 1 and 2). 
To the same scale are drawn sections of the cap-mold (fig. 3), and of three 
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varieties of the base-mold of the pillars (figs. 4, 5, and 6). We also subjoin 
an elevation of one of the pillars of the nave, drawn to a scale of five-eighths 



of an inch to a foot, showing the base and capital, and a corbel-head termi- 
nation of the hood-mold, as above described. The plan of these pillars may 
be represented by a square of eighteen inches, having semicircles described 
on all its sides, thus presenting the appearance of a cluster of four cylindrical 
shafts, half of each being engaged in the substance of the column. Each 
column measures 9 feet 6J inches in height, or thereabouts, including the 
base and capital. At the western end of each of the rows of arches, the 
half pillars, or responds, are similar in design to those we have described ; 
but in the eastern responds the molded soffit-ribs of the arches are carried by 
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single engaged filleted shafts of much smaller dimensions. The abacus of the 
capitals of each of these shafts is continued along the face of the belfry pier, and 
forms also the upper member of the capitals of the two slender angle-shafts, thus 
connecting them with the central one. This arrangement is represented in the 
view of the parish church, given in a subsequent page, where one bay of the nave 
arcade forms the foreground. The annexed woodcut shows the base, capitals, 



and a portion of the shafts (which are filleted) of the north-eastern respond. 
The capitals of the angle-shafts are sculptured with the foliage of the period' ; 

* " The foluge [of the Earljr English period] of the leaves ; tbere is frequently considenble 

is Terj remarkable for boldness of effect, and stiffness in the mode ia which it is combined, 

it is often so much undercut as to be connected bat the effect is almost always good: the pre- 

with the mouldings only by the stalks and edges Tailiog leaf is the trefoil." — Olosaary oftheTerms 
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the stems of the leaves being represented as running up the neck of the capital, 
and the foliage clustering on the bell', as shown in the accompanying drawing 



made &om the south-eastern respond (fig. 1). Generally the foliage curves 
outwards ; but frequently, as in this last example, it is upright and recurved. 
The bosses which corbel off the terminations of the 
hood-molds are peculiarly elegant in design, and of ex- 
cellent workmanship. We give examples from the north 
and south arcades ( see cut, figs. 2 and 3), and here en- 
grave another from the south arcade, representing the 
head of an ecclesiastic peeping out from amidst foliage, 
the stalks of which he holds in his hands. The arches 
by which the side aisles open into the transept are, com- 
paratively speaking, plain, the edges of the soffits and 
piers being simply chamfered ; and the soffit ribs, semi- 
octagon in section, are carried by engaged filleted shafts 
on one side (that abutting on the belfry piers), whilst 
on the other side they are corbelled off about three feet 

■' Na IS. 

uMd in Qothic Architecture, sub voce, " Early alwcus, the bell, and the neck; which in the 

Engligh." The central rib of each leaf is gene- Earlj English atjrle are, in general, each a third 

rail; carried in an elevated ridge towards the part of the entire capital: this proportion is fol- 

apex, where it sometimes swells out into a knob- lowed almost invariably in the capitals of the 

like excrescence. Cathedral of St Canice, — See Palej's Maawalof 

* Gothic capitals consist of three parts : the OtxAtc MoUinge, p. 69. 
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below the neck-mold of the capital. The nave has a fine group of three lancets, 
separated by massive piers, in the west gable : originally a multifoil of some size 
pierced the apex of the gable, but it is now closed. The lancets are neither 
splayed nor hollow in the head, the arrises of their jambs being merely cham- 
fered continuously. There are five lai^e quatrefoil windows in the clerestory at 
each side, which have upright, unsplayed sides, and segmental escoinson ribs 
internally; they are hollow in the head, and the sQls are very much splayed to 
allow the light to fall freely into the nave. The side aisle windows afibrd 
an early example of plate tracery, but seem from the inferiority of their 
execution to have been the work of other hands than those employed on the 
remainder of the church. They consist each of two small lancets enclosed 
beneath a trefoiled arch internally, the tympanum above the lancets being 
pierced by a small quatrefoil. An example is engraved in the view which 
illustrates the section descriptive of the parish church. The windows which light 
the western ends of the side aisles resemble those just described, except that 
they are not splayed nor trefoiled in the head internally. In the buttress which 
is attached to the south-west angle of the southern side aisle a spiral stau- is 
formed ; thence, by a passage in the wall, and across the end window of that 
side aisle, there is access to another spiral stair formed in one of the buttresses 
which run up the external face of the west gable, and so to the battlements of 
the roof. It would almost seem that a clerestory gallery, or priest's walk', 
entered into the original plan of the cathedral, as the passage, already alluded 
to, is carried across the base of the great west window, the piers which separate 
the lancets being pierced for that purpose. Connected with this passage are 
the three small singular circular opea, already described, which occupy, exter- 
nally, the space by which the central lancet ia shorter than its side companions: 
opposite to these, internally, there is what may be called a small unglazed 
window, with plate tracery in its head; its form, which will be found indicated 
on the section given at p. 82, supra, h that of a double trefoiled opening, 

' Churches of krge size are generally fur- and beluw the clereetorj; but luch a fetture 

nished with & triforium or ucnde, vith & pas- did not, it is evident, enter into the plan of this 

sttge behind it; the latter often continued in the cathedral. When the plan did not admit of 

thickness of the wall ronnd the entire bnilding. this arrangement, the gallery waa often carried 

The triforium was placed orer the pier arches along the clerestory windows. 
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surmounted by a quatrefoil, all comprised beneath a hood-mold ; the trefoiled 
Bub-archea are carried by detached shafts at the jambs, and a corresponding 
shaft in the centre. Perhaps the walls, which are not buttressed, and have to 
bear the thrust . of a wide roof, were found to be too thin to allow of the 
passage being carried along the clerestories. 

The arches, which support the belfry and connect the nave, transepts, and 
choir, are of good design, and the proportions of each may be represented 
Bdfty iTchei ^7 *° almost right-angled spherical triangle placed on a square of 
and Tiniting. tweuty-five fcet. The piers are massive, and yet not too heavy. The 
accompanying diagram shows the plan of the north-western pier"; and the corre- 
sponding or south-western pier is similarly arranged, except that the angles of 
the eastern face are cut away, giving that face 
a semi-octagonal instead of a rectangular cha- 
racter. What has been said as to the eastern 
and western responds of the nave arcades 
applies equally to the northern and southern 
faces of the western or nave arch of the { 
belfry. There are engaged filleted shafts 
at the angles (of one of which a plan is 
given on an enlarged scale within the plan of 
the pier here engraved). An engaged and 
filleted shaft also runs up the centre of each 
pier, and carries the soffit-rib, which is semi- 
octagonal in section ; the soffit is ornamented ^^ j^ 
at its angles by bold groups of roll-moldings 

deeply undercut, and the western face is furnished with a hood-mold^ An 
elevation of the north-western pier is given in the view which illustrates the 
parish church. The northern and southern, or transept, arches are devoid of 
angle-shafts, and from the piers of the southern arch the arris has been re- 
moved, and a chamfer 1 foot 9 inches wide left. The di^pram on the next page, 

* This pUn was acctdenUlIy reversed iodnw- cement (used originally in setting the stone- 

ing it on the block for the engraver. work, and which had been allowed to remain 

' When the whitewash was remoring from protruding from the joints) consisted of finely 

the belfry arches in 1851, it was found that the powdered yellow sandstone mixed with lime. 
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drawn to a scale of three-eighths ofaa inch to a foot, affords a section (at a b) 
of the south arch-mold; the engraving also compriBes half-elevations of the 




capitals at each side, and shows how the moldings of the soffit die into the 
plain chamfer of the pier. Engaged and filleted shafts convey the soffit-rib, 
which is circular where it rests on the capitals, but then passes into the semi- 
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octi^na! section, as represented in tbe illustration. The lower portions of 
the bases of these shafts are Bemi-octagonal, above which are circular moldings. 
The eastern, or choir, arch ia aimilar to the two last described; its piers are 
also of the same character, or nearly so, the only difference being the presence 
of engaged filleted shafts which run up at the intersection of the choir and 
transept piers, and seem to have been in some way connected with the original 
Early English vaulting which fell with the tower; at present they are unmean- 
ing appendages, but they, no doubt, had their use when originally designed. 

The vaulting of the belfry is divided into four pendentivea' by longitudinal 
and transverse ridge ribs, the vaulting ribs having all the same curve: in 
other words, each pendentive resembles a fourth part of an inverted curvilinear 
conoid covered with ribs spreading over it like a fan. The area of the belfi^ 
vault is about 25 feet square ; and each quarter or pendentive comprises nine 
ribs, besides two half-ribs adjoining the walls, which diverge from the point of the 
pendentive, and stretch upwards to the ridge ribs, being equidistant from each 
other on a semicircle, the radius ofwhichis half the side of the square of vault- 
ing. The central ribs of each pendentive are diagonals, and the two adjoining 
ones, OQ each side of it, are produced till they meet the correspondiDg ribs of the 
adjoining pendentives, and so form a network of intersections around the -apex 
of the vaidt This arrangement is shown on the plan (see p. 65, supra), and in 
the accompanying view taken from the north transept. The ridge and vaulting 
ribs are of the same size, measuring 7^ inches by 5| inches, chamfered on each 
angle to the width of 3 inches. The spaces between the ribs are filled with 
rubble vaulting. There are five perforations at the points where the trans- 
verse ridge and vaulting ribs intersect with the ridge rib which runs east 
and west. Through these it is supposed that the bell ropes originally passed. 
Similar openings occiir in the abbeys of Holycross, Kilcooly, Dunbrody, and 
Jerpoint-, and at Bristol and Exeter cathedrals the ropes, used to chime the bells, 
may still be seen depending through similar perforations. The vaulting of the 
tower of St Canice rises 44 feet above the flooring of the church, and bears a 
resemblance, in its constructive features, to that chefd! oeuvre of Perpendicular 
work, the roof of King's College Chapel, Cambridge, supposing the latter to be 

* Thia term is used to designate tbat portion longitudinal and trtnsrerae ridge ribS, and the 
of a Gothic raolt which ia bounded by the aide walls of the buildiog. 
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Stripped of its beautiful traceiy and ornamentation. The principle is the same : 
but Bishop Hacket's taste was too pure to allow him to introduce profuse and 
gorgeous carvings in a building otherwise remarkably plain in its features: 
and the belfry vault c^ St. Canice does not detract from the £une of him who 
designed a vault of so daring a span at Batalha, that the centres were ordered 
to be struck by condemned malefactors*. 

Passing eastward, we enter the choir by the ancient door of the rood-screen. 
The latter is a plain wall, pierced in the centre by a pointed arch doorway of 
simple Early English form. The material of the jambs and vouasoirs 
(or arch stones) is a sofl yellow sandstone, and it has met with much 
ill treatment The corbels which supported the timbers of the rood-loft 
remained till removed in December, 1653, when the new organ was in course 
of erection. They were plain, four in number, and 10 feet 6 inches above the 
present flooring. Above the corbels occurred a door, 3 feet wide, flat-headed, 
and chamfered, and at each side two small fla^headed loops or windows splayed 
towards the nave. The old work ranged about a foot above the door and 
windows alluded to, measuring in all about 16 feet from the floor. The 
masonry which filled up the choir arch above this was modern loose rubble- 
work. It is a question whether the rood-loft'' stood in front of these openings 
or above them; we are inclined to the latter supposition: most probably the cor- 
bels served to ^ve support to the struts used to sustain its flooring, the under 
side of which was generally formed into a lai^ coved cornice, ornamented 
with small ribs and other decorations, connected with the screen below. On 



■ The TAolt of the chapter-house at Batalha 
was 85 Portagaese palms square (the Portu- 
guese palm measures 8M inches), aad con- 
structed of "hewn stone." "It is recorded, that 
in coDSlxuoting the vault, it fell twice in striking 
the centres, with great injury to the worlcineD. 
Bat the King, desirous, at all erents, to have a 
room without the defect of a central support, 
promised to reward the Architect, if he could 
accomplish it At this, he was animated in Euch 
a manner that he began it again, as if confident 
of anccess. The King, however, would not ha- 
zard any more the lives of his workmen in 



striking the centres : therefore he ordered, from 
the different prisons of the kingdom, sach men, 
as were sentenced to capital punishments, in 
order that, if the like disaster happened a third 
time, none should suffer, but those, who had al- 
ready forfeited thdir lives to the offended laws of 
tlidr country." — Uorphy's Batalha, pp. 45, 46. 
^ This was a gallery bnilt to support the 
" Kood," or group of the Gracifixion accompa- 
nied by figures of St John and the Blessed 
Virgin, one at each side. It always stood above 
the screen which separated the nave from the 
choir.— GUutary of Archdectttre, in verbo. 



.Google 



CHIP, ni] THE ARCHITEOTURE OF THE CATHEDRAL. 91 

entering the choir, the feeling which predominates in the well-inBtracted mind 
IB regret that so much good workmanship and fine old oak timber should be 
thrown away on the fittings erected by Bishop Pococke. That a man just 
returned from foreign travel, at the period when he lived, should prefer the 
Grecian architecture, of the Ionic style, to the (Jothic, is, however, nothmg won- 
derful, and, perhaps, we should be gratefid that his active and liberal disposi' 
tion did not lead that prelate to remodel the entire building in the former style. 
The choir is of good proportions, and the fine assemblage of windows at its 
eastern end defies the tendency of hideous " compass^ceiling," and incongruous 
pews and gallery to destroy its effect The eastern triplet ia widely splayed, thus 
reducing iatemally the massive piers to a narrow fece, up which ran graceful 
detached shaf^, which were secured at intervals by molded Imnds, and carried 
the eBcoinson* ribs of the interior or rear vault, thus connecting the entire 
triplet into one magnificent window. The centre lancet rises to a considerable 
height above the side ones ; the heads are hollow ; and the escoinson ribs form 
pointed trefoils: they are richly molded, having trails of the undercut tooth 
ornament running along one of the deepest of the hollows. The capitals, 
enriched with foliage, and the nail-head ornament, sdll remain, but the detached 
escoinson shafts are wanting, and, what is more deplorable, the three engaged 
bands, which secured the shafts in their places, and divided them into four 
tiers, have been completely broken away^ The triple lancet hghta, with which 
the north and south walls are pierced at its eastern end, are similar to the 
eastern group in decoration and plan: they are, however, round-headed, 
both as regards the external arch, and trefoiled internal escoinson rib ; the 
capitals of their escoinson shafts are, if anything, of more elegant workmanship 
than those of the eastern window. The shafts and bands are wanting here also, 
the latter, of which there were two sets dividing the shafts into three tiers, having 
been broken away. The repeated coatings of whitewash to which the carved work 

'EsoomsoD, in the old French, means the in- Fortnnntely, the arrengementmayfet be reco- 

twior edge of the window-jamb and uob, where TeredfromtbewindowB of theLady chapel, where 

the wall IB of considerable thickneM..— (TJotMr^ the molded bands and a portion of one of the 

o/ArdntKtare, in verbo. shafts still remain. Amonget the details of the 

^ It is mnch to be wished that these shafts door of the north transept will be found the plan 

and bands should be, in every instance, restored, and eler&tion of a very effective molded band. 

n2 
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of these windows has been' subject has rendered it impossible to make drawings 
of the details just described. Near the western end are four short lights, two 
in each wall, close together, which, though retaining in other respects the charac- 
teristics, of the Early English lancet, are flat-headed externally, the hntel being 
carved into a sort of inverted ogee ; these Hghts have rear vaults and chamfered 
segmental escoinson ribs, and are widely splayed, especially in the sill, to 
allow the light to fall freely into the choir ; they are set high up in the wall, in 
order to be free from the side chapel roofs. Accordiog to the map given by 
Harris, the choir was approached by doors fixim the chapter-room and north 
chapel, but these are now closed up. It seems probable that the latter was 
originally intended as an aisle to the choir, andif at aoy future time the exami- 
nation is made, it is most likely that the row of arches which connected them 
will be found blocked up in the wall. The present fittings of the choir are in 
perfect keeping with the huge black marble monument erected near the altar by 
Lord Mountgarret, the General of the Confederate Catholics, during his own 
lifetime. It stands within the communion rails against the south wall, and, no 
doubt, occupies the site of the ancient sedilia and piscina, which, it is much to 
be feared, have been destroyed. 

The south transept is lighted by four lancets, and two foiled windows in the 
apex of the gable. The lancets are set in couplets in the west wall and south 
gable, and resemble the windows of the choir in plan and ornamen- 
tation. The escoinson shafts and bands have been removed — the 
latter broken off even with die wall. There were three sets of bands on the south 
windows, and two on the western ones, the former being much taller than the 
latter. The escoinson ribs are molded, but have not the dog-tooth ornament 
which occurs in the choir. The capitals are elegant in form and workman- 
ship. "When the western couplet was restored some years since to its original 
length, it was found that the bases of the escoinson shafts remained*, but in the 
southern couplet they had been destroyed. The Lady chapel opens off this 

' Whei the moDomeot of Bishop Pococke wbich sunDounta the monumeDt The irriter 

was changed, io 1653, from the choir screen to endeaTOured to have the monument lowered, or 

its present position beneath the western window the mitre, which did not form a part of the ori- 

of this transept, the base of the central eacoinson ginal monument, dispensed with; buttheChap- 

ahai^ was removed to make loom for a mitre ter authorities seemed to think the proposition 
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transept by a plain unmolded arch in the eastern wall ; and a small door in the 
west wall gives access to a spiral stair, which leads to a short gallery in the 
upper part of the wall, opening into the tnmsept by four small arches, and from 
thence by another spiral stair leading to the bel&y and battlements of the 
tower. Originally, in both transepts, a molded string ran along the walls at the 
level of the baaes of the windows ; a few portions of it still remain, but the greater 
part has been removed. In 1843, when the Foulkes and Cox monuments were 
removed to the south transept, and the wall of the gable was broken into to 
form bonds for their erection, it was ascertained that in the gable wall, near the 
south-east angle, a small "low side window" originally existed; it was splayed 
inwards, and its external opening might have been about 3 feet high, by 6 
inches wide. The dressings were wanting at both the internal and external 
&ces of the wall. In the same gable, at the opposite angle, were the remains 
of a low niche, apparently intended for a recumbent monumental eflSgy. The 
capitals ofthe jamb-shaft, enriched with foliage, and a portion of a richly molded 
arch, alone remained. The moldings were picked out in red, green, and black, 
the traces of the colours being quite apparent. The height of the jambs was 
about B feet 6 inches. The exact breadth of the niche it was impossible to 
ascertain. The windows of the north transept are similar to those of the south 
just described. Beneath the double lancet, in the north gable, there is a door 
which will be described in a subsequent page ; in the same wall, to the east of 
the door, is a niche wide and deep enough to accommodate a recumbent monu- 
mental effigy ; detached shafts and carved'capitals support the arch, which is 
trefoiled and richly molded : human heads are much used in the ornamenta- 
tion of this niche. To the west of the door occurs the carved stone seat already 
described (see page 75, supra), and supposed to have formed a portion ofthe 
original fittings of the choir. The parish church opens ofi' this transept by a 
molded arch in the east wall ; and a door, with ogee-shaped arch and hood- 
mold, crowned by a poppy-head, affords admission to the north chapel. There 
is a small quatrefoil in the wall above this doorway, connected with a passage 

derogatory to the episcopal Aigoity: the mitre ngasA to the BrcUtectore of the cathednl. 

was pat np, and the andent sculptnre had to The base ia, however, preserved, with other 

give mj. Truly, Biahop Pocooke wai on- fragments, in the flmall yard south of the citoir, 

fortunate, both in his life and death, with snd may yet snppluit the osorping mitre. 
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in the wall, which formerly gave access to the vdleys formed by the roofe of 
this chapel and the parish church. 

We now return to the south transept, and by the lai^ arch in its eastern 
wall enter the Lady chapel.* This arch, originally much lai^er than it now is, 
was reduced, and a spurious imitation of Early English molding 
attached to its external face in plaster, when the coneistorial court 
was re-erected here in 1837. In its present state it is difBcult to judge of the 
proportions of this fine chapel. The eastern end is walled off to serve as the 
modem chapter-room, and the greater part of its once nimieroi^ windows are 
closed up with miaonry. We can, however, imagine how fine the efiect must have 
been when the continuous windows in the south side and eastern end were 
one resplendent sheet of stained glass. A glance at the plan, and a reference to 
the description of the exterior (see pp. 65, 79, wpra) will give a dear idea of the 
arrangement of these windows. We will now proceed to describe their details. 
Each of the triplets in the south wall is surmounted by a richly molded 
escoinson arch, supported by detached shafts, the shafts being divided into 
two tiers by bands engaged in the splayed piers which separate the triplets. 
The lancets are subdivided by thin stone muUions, plates of the same thickness 



* A]tliough the Lady chftpel of the abbe; of 
St. John, Kilkenny (now sorring u the modem 
pu-iah church), was far Bupeiior to that of the 
cathedral in beauty of construction, there can 
be little donbt that the idea so exquisitely car- 
ried out by the conTentnal architect, and which 
caused his workmanship to be tenned, " The 
lantern of Ireland," has been borrowed from the 
Lady chapel of the cathedral. The arrange- 
ment of the windows is nearly the same in both, 
the only difference being, that the eastern win- 
dow of the Lady chapel of St. John's was filled 
in with tracery of a geometrical character, nearly 
identical with that which came into general use 
early in the fourteenth century. Tbesize of the 
conventual chapel was also larger, measuring 5 1 
feet by 24, inside the walls, and was lighted on 
the south side by five triplets, and to the east 
by a nugnificent window, 1 5 feet 6 inches wide, 



and 29 feet high, divided into five lights by four 
muUione, with tracery in the bead. This win- 
dow has suffered very much in the adaptation of 
the ruin to modem use, being now reduced to 
tftpM lights, with a proportionate decrease of 
height SwTraneacltonf o/du KiHtnni/ Archao- 
logieal Sodtty, vol. i p. 434. It is worthy of 
remark that a native of Kilkenny was the archi- 
tect of at least a portion of the abbey of St. 
John; indeed, there is no reason why we may 
not suppose the Nicholas Oweyn of the follow- 
ing extracts to have been the builder of the 
Lady chapel also. In some short Annals con- 
tained in the Liher Primtu of the Corporation 
of Kilkenny (p. 37), we find the following re- 
cord, written in the characters used towards the 
close of the fourteenth century, of which we 
give the original Latin, with a translation: — 
"Anno U'CCXX., die s'ti Johis ApG % 
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filling up the spaces between the heada of the lancets and the escoinson vault ; 
but there is no approach to plate tracery. This peculiarity is, however, found 
in the eastern window, each double lancet having a quatrefoil pierced in the 
tympanum above their apexes. The double lancets are separated by narrow 
splayed piers, carrying detached escoinson shafts and arches, the latter richly 
molded, and, in the case of the central compartment, very much stilted to give 
it height above its fellows. All these windows, but more especially the eastern 
ones, have been shortened or blocked up to suit the purposes of a chapter- 
room* and consistorial court, to which the chapel has been in modem times 
appropriated. The escoinson shafts of the windows have been removed, except 
in one instance, but a good many of the engaged bands remain, and the sculp- 
tured ornaments have nearly aU escaped demoUtion. 

A doorway in the north wall of the Lady chapel, ornamented by some very 
rude Perpendicular carvings, showing it to have been subsequent to Bishop 
Q^jptg, Hacket^a time, leads into the ancient chapter-house, now occupied by 
•■""^ the stairs to the south gallery of the choir. The apartment is vaulted, 

but from the manner in which the vault cuts across the head of the small trip- 
let with which the east end is pierced, it is evident that the roof was originally 



EvKngte oelebrata fait p*iiu missa in maiori 
altar! beati Johie S^lkenn'. 

" Anno M°CC°. nonogesio, die anunciacois 
le Mar' celebrat' fmt p'ma miBsa in capella ISe 
Uu* in monaBtJio s'ti Johis Kylkeon'. 

" Anno M'CCC'XXY., NicHus Oweyn de 
K7IL' incepit costmer* oei xtona domaa (nc) 
drcft f*m aim s'bn., ^b alia opa in domo s'ti JoUb 
Kjikeamj." 

" In the year 1220, on the feast of St John 
the Apostle and Evangelist, the first masa waa 
celebnted at the high altar of St. John, Kil- 
kenny. 

" In the year 1290, on the feast of the An- 
nunciation of the Blewed Mary, the first maas 
ms oel^rated in the Lady chapel of the monaa- 
tery of St. John, Kilfceppy. 

•* In the year 1325, abont the feast of All 
Sunts, Nicholas Ow^n, of Kilkenny, b^an to 



construct all the new domestic tmildings, and the 
other works in the house [monastery] of St. 
John, Kilkenny.'* 

The date of the completion of the Lady 
chapel of St John's abbey being thus fixed, the 
erection of the corresponding portion of the 
cathedral must beplaced,at least, ten years ear- 
lier, i e., about the close of the episcopacy of 
Geffiy St L^er, thus affording a strong ooofir- 
mation of Ware's ossertioo that St Leger put 
" the lost hand to the building of his church" 
(vol i., p. 406); for Hat chapel is undeniably 
the latest part of ibe structure, with the ex- 
ception of Bishop Hackett's restoration of the 
tower vaulting. 

■ The chapter-room is fitted up in execrable 
taste, but contains a small Early English tra- 
foiled and canopied niche, supported by detached 
shafts, within which is placed the dean's seat It 
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of timber. The apace (at present uncovered), which adjoins the old chapter- 
houge on the west, woidd seem to have originally formed a part of the latter, as 
the skew-table of the roofing, and the doors and passage which gave access to 
the valley, are apparent in the wall of the transept which bounds this yard on 
the west*. The stair turret, leading fnnn this yard to the battlements of the 
choir, appears to have been erected at the period ofthe vaulting of the chapter- 
house ; it is not bonded into the choir wall. 

In our survey of the appendages of the cathedral, we now pass on to the north 
chapel, to which, as already observed, entrance is obtained through a pointed 
North doorway surmounted by an ogee-ehaped hood-mold terminated by a 

"^"^ poppy-head and corbelled by quaint figures of angels. Perhaps it 
would be more correct to call this apartment the north choir aisle; but until the 
arches, which probably served to connect it with the choir, are actually proved 
to exist, it is safer to denominate it as above^ Ere disfigured by the stairs to 
the north gallery of the choir, and other obstructions at its west end, it must 
have possessed much beauty. Its style is pure Early English, and some of the 
details of its ornamentation are very good. It was originally lighted by a triple 
lancet window to the east, of which the two side lights and all the sculpture 
are now concealed by lath-and-plaater work. To the north are three windows, 
each consisting of two small lancets, divided by a slender mullion, comprised 
beneath a single escoinson vault internally, but appearing separate on the out- 
side". The couplets are divided internally by massive straight-sided piers,adomed 



has, probably, been removed from the andent 
chapter-hoOEe, where it «oald be originaUj u- 
socuated with appropriate Btalls of carved stone 
for the rest of the Chapter. 

■ The fragments of monoments and carved 
stonework which were scatteredabout the church- 
yard, or had been turned ap in the course of 
excavations, were collected by Dean Yignoles, 
and placed in this yard, where they still remain. 
Amongst them are the fragments of several of 
the crosses which adorned the gables of the ca- 
thedral Tradition has it, that the removal of 
these crosses was arrested at the western gable, 
where alone a cross is now to be fonod, by a 



swarm of bees, which attacked and drove aw&y 
the defacers of the sacred emblem. 

^ The absence of the large ardh opening into 
the transept, a feature whieb occurs in the lAdy 
chapel and parish church, and is almost always 
to be found where a side chapel was designed, 
favours the notion that this compartment w^b 
originally bnilt as a north aisle to the choir. 
Should the latt«i be at any future time remod- 
elled, the lots of room occasioned by the re- 
moval of the galleries might easily be compen- 
sated by the restoration of the north aisle to its 
original purpose. 

' The germ of the idea, more lully expanded 
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with nook-shafts, which carry the richly molded escoinson riba, The accom- 
panying cut, fig, 1, represents the arrangement of the most western of the win- 



dow jambs, with its nook-shaft, capital, hood-mold, and escoinson rib. The 
capital is worthy of notice, being carved to represent a circle of leaves, their 
^stalks confined by one band, and their foliage curling over another, which, with 
the leaves, is deeply undercut Fig. 2 gives the section of the escoinson rib, and 
hood-mold ; and fig. 8 that of one of the piers separating the windows, with its 
nook-shafts and their ba«ea. The north windows are 6 feet high to the spring of 
arch. It is much to be regretted that the fine carving of these windows is clogged 
with whitewash, and still more so that a modem improvement has been perpe- 

in the lighting of the Lady chkpel of the cathe- parish church, choir, and other parU; double 

dnl, and which arrived at its complete defvelop* and triple lancets comprised beneath one ee- 

ment in the Lady chapel of St. John's abbey, coinson arch, but with the tympanum iinpierced, 

may be found in the arrangement of the win- as in the north chapel and south lights of the 

dowB here deacribed. Lady chapel, which also show the displacement 

The gradual introduction of tracery into the of the pier by the slender mullion; whilstplate 

windows of Gothic chuiches is weU illustrated tracery makes its appearance in the east lights 

in this cathedraL We haTe rimple lancets, single, of the Lady chapel and side-aisle windows, where 

or grouped, but still divided by piers, as in the the ^mpannm is pierced by a quatrefbil- 
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trated in the ca$e of the central window, the two lancets having been formed 
into one squat aperture. The two remaining windows are blocked up with 
masonry, but the dressings of the old lancets remain, and they might be easily 
restored. It is most desirable, also, that the east window of this chapel should 
be freed from the weather-slating which disfigures its exterior aspect, and the 
lath-and-plaster which blocks up two of its compartments internally. 



The parish church next presents itself ; it opens off the north transept by 
an arch of considerable size, richly molded on its external edge, and also fur- 
Puidi nished with a molded sub-arch, corbelled off at the spring. The 
°'™^ woodcut here given shows the parish church as seen through one of 
the arches of the nave. The north and east walls are pierced each by two plain 
lancets, and there is a large and deep round-arched panel in the south wall, 
the intention of which is not easily discovered; its lower part is about six feet 
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from the floor, and directly beneath the centre of it is inserted an aumbrey, the 
singular form of which will be best understood from the accompanying illus- 
tration, drawn to a scale of three-fourths of an inch to a foot : a section of its 
moldings is also given. Whether this chapel was that originally designed to 



supply the place of the parish church of St Canice, when the cathedral 
occupied its site, cannot now be ascertained. It appears, however, that the ms. <u ouo- 
Lady chapel was used for parochial purposes in the early part of the seven- uetion 2a. 
teenth century. 

The material used in the greater portion of the internal decorative work of 
the cathedral is the limestone of the district, but with this is mixed up much 
of a fine-grained yellowish sandstone. In some instances an entire group of 
moldings is carried round an aich in the latter material, the remainder being of 
limestone; sometimes blocks of limestone and sEmdstone are used alternately; 
and in many instances no settled rule is followed, the blocks being apparently 
set as they came to hand. The sandstone must have been procured either from 
the old red sandstone beds in the south of the county of Kilkenny, or &om the 
coal-measure grits near Castlecomer. The carriage, in either case, could not 
o2 
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be less than niDe miles, and it is Bingular that so much trouble should have been 
taken to provide this etone, When Umestone, a material of a far more durable 
character, was to be found close at hand. This partiality to " freestone" was, 
however, common to all the builders of our ancient churches. 

When treating of the various parts of the building, a description of the several 
doors of entrance was purposely deferred. We will now proceed to describe 
them. The entrance doorways are at present four in number*, viz., 
one to the west, one to the south, and twd to the north. Of these the 
western entrance is, as usual in all cathedrals, the most elaborately adorned. 
The view on the opposite page, which has been engraved after a careful drawing 
made from a photograph, shows that this doorway consists e;xtemallyof a recessed 
pointed arch, with a double apertiu:e beneath ; the arch is enriched with two 
orders of moldings deeply undercut, in both of which the roll and fillet occur; 
each group springs from a capital charged with the peculiar foliage of the period, 
and these again rest on detached nook-shafts. The heads of the doorways 
are cinque-foiled, wid a slender engaged shaft runs up the face of the central 
pier,fromthe capital of which branch off the hood-molds of each doorway. The 
tympanum is enriched with a recessed and molded quatrefoiled panel, within 
which is a small pedestal, no doubt originally intended to support some piece 
of sculptiu-e, most probably the Virgin and Child, as the mutilated figures of 
adoring angels, with their faces tmned towards the large panel just described, 
still rem^n in two smaller ones at each side : In the spaces between these are 
four well-sculptured bosses of foliage. The material employed is the gray lime- 
stone of the district, intermixed with freestone ; wherever the former occurs, the 
sculptures are nearly as sharp and well preserved as if but lately executed ; while 
the latter,£rom its porous nature, has yielded to ourmoist and varyingclimate,and 
is much decayed. Still, taken as a whole, the lapse of six centuries has left this 
beautiful doorway in good preservation. The engraving on the next page illus- 
trates some of its most characteristic details. Fig. 1 is an elevation of a part of 
the north jamb : the design of the capitals is particularly beautiful, the stems 
of the leaves running up the neck of the capital and curHng over in the beU: 

• There is no trace of k priest's door to the oocnpied ita aito. The chapter-honge appears 
choir, unlese, perhipa, the " low aide window," originally to have had an external door, but it 
already alluded to (see p. 70, ttq/ra), may have has been doeed up. 
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the foliage ia the conventional representation of vine-leaves and clusters then in 
use. Fig. 2 is a section of the arch-mold. Fig. 3 shows a section of the molding 




of the quatrefoiled panel : a specimen of one of the carved bosses is also given. 
It is much to be regretted that the woodwork of the doors, which now occupy 
the place of the ancient ones, is a wretched specimen of the commonest 
rectangular panelling: a plain surface, well studded with large-beaded nails, 
and ornamented by hinges of scrolled ironwork, would be a great improvement 
Internally this doorway is nearly devoid of ornament, the arris being continu- 
ously sculptured with a double roll-molding ; the arch is of the segmental 
kind, surmounted by a hood-mold, with terminal bosses of foliage. Of the 
view through the open doors, which is very fine, the accompanying plate gives 
as good an idea as could be represented on so small a scale. The principal 
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dimensions of this doorway are as follows : — Total width, 14 feet ; height of 
jambs to spring of arch, 7 feet 4 inches. 

The south entrance, or porch, comes next in order and importance. It 
has received little injury, if we except the removal of the detached jamb-shafts* 
and finial cross. An elevation, carefully, drawn to scale, is given on the oppo- 
site page, and shows the gable, 
with external and internal arches 
of entrance. The accompany- 
ing woodcut gives some of the 
details of the external archway. 
Fig. 1 represents the termina- 
tion of the molded arris of the 
jamb. Fig. 2 is a section of the 
arch and hood-mold. Fig. 3 is 
a plan of the south jamb, show- 
ing the bases of its three shafts, 
and including a section of its 
moldings. Fig. 4 is a section of 
the base-mold of one of the shafts. 
The capitals of the shafts are 
carved with the foliage of the pe- 
riod, and are besides ornamented 
by the introduction of tonsured 
and mitred heads. The hood* 
mold is also corbelled off with 
human heads. Near the apex of 
the gable, which still retains its 

original bai^-course, is a quatre- '" ' "" '"''"' ' 

foiled panel inclosed in a circle, 

which, possibly, was intended to contain some sculpture; the kneelers of 
the barge-course are molded underneath, and, no doubt, this molding was con- 
tinued along the eave, but, the roof having been lowered in its pitch, the eave 



* These shafts have been inurted in Hu 
drawing- The writer proposed to the Chapter tt 



restore them b; private subscription ; but per- 
mission to do so If as not granted b^ that body. 
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molding has been removed. The external arch measures 7 feet 1^ inches 
to the spring, and is 8 feet 4 inches wide. It was not adapted for the recep- 
tion of a door. The internal entrance is 6 feet 8 inches wide, and of much 
plainer design, the arch-mold being carried by a single nook-shaft at each side, 
the capitals of which are sculptured with foliage; the arrises of the jambs, both 
externally and internally, are ornamented by double roll-moldings, with deep 
hollows between. The hood-mold is supported by corbelled heads. Internally 
the jambs are carried ap much higher than on the outside, and surmoxmted by 
a drop-arch of the segmental character. The material used in the decoration 
of the porch is exclusively limestone. 

The north door of the nave, which, as shown in the illustration facing 
p. 102, is exactly opposite the porch entrance, does not need a detailed notice, 
as it is almost a fac-simile of the internal 
porch door; we will, therefore, pass on to 
the entrance door of the north transept, 
which, although not by any means the 
most beautiful, is, perhaps, the most in- 
teresting feature of its land in the church. 
It is constructed altogether of soft yellow 
sandstone, and has, in consequence, suf- 
fered very much from time and Ul usage. 
The drawing, which is here engraved, re- 
presents a careful restoration of this door- 
way, made with scrupulous fidelity, and 
to an accurate scale. Of its present con- 
dition it will be sufficient to observe, that 
the noc^-shafts are removed, their bases 
and capitals much defaced, and that all 
the floral ornaments, save one, are gone 

from the deep hollow in the arch-mold. ""l.. jf 

It was found impossible to give a clear ""■***■" ' ' ' 

representation of the corbels which carry 

the hood-mold, but their remains prove them to have been human heads, carved 
with flowing hair, and beardless. The feature of a round arch beneath a 
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pointed one, which this door presents, is one of its chief peculiarities ; but this 
does not prove it to be of earlier date than the remainder of the structure, as 
the ornaments of diis very round 
arch are strictly £arly English in 
their character, consisting of an at- 
tached and filleted roll of large size, 
banded at short intervals, and car- 
ried round the jambs and arch con- 
tinuously. The details, here re- 
presented, are worthy of attention. 
Fig. 1 shows a section and plan 
of the jamb ; fig. 2 gives an eleva- 
tion of the same ; fig. 3, am eleva- 
tion of the filleted roll, and one of 
its bands ; fig. 4, a section and plan 
of the same — all drawn to a scale 
of one inch to a foot. Fig. 5 re- 
presents a section of the arch and 
hood-mold ; and fig. 6, a section of 
the mold of the small shallow qua- 
trefod panel with which the tympa- 
num is ornamented : both of these 
sections are to a scale of half an 

inch to a foot. The annexed engraving is £rom a drawing of the floral enrich- 
ment of the arch-mold; it was quite undercut, as the section, 
fig. 5, already given, shows. This example is from the apex 
of the arch, all the others have been broken away, but their 
places of attachment may be traced still. As in the case of 
the other doorways, the internal arch does not conform to 
the external, the former being fiat and segmental ; its arrises ^^ ^^ 

are simply chamfered. 

Having thus brought the architectural description of the cathedral to a close, 
a few observations on the present state of the fabric, and the feasibility of a 
thorough restoration, may be allowed, ere we proceed to a survey of the round 
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Tower, — that witness of an antiquity, which, at the least, more than doubles the 
six centuries whose winter storme and summer suns leave their stamp of age 
on the neighbouring church. . 

It has already been observed, that the cathedral church of Ossoiy, however 
we may deplore the disfigurement of some of its architectural features, has 
at^ of suffered little positive loss by the action of time, or the far more 
the bbric destructive hand of man. Its sculptxured decorations are, except in a 
few instances, in excellent preservatioD, and simply require the removal of the 
obstructions by which they are in some instances concealed from view, and a 
careful cleansing to free them from the accumulated coats of whitewash with 
which many of them are still clogged and disguised'. Its walls seem but to 
have become more compact and firm by the lapse of centu^ie8^ and the plumb- 
line shows them to be as upright as when first erected. With ordinary care of 
the water-tables and roofs, the structure bids fair for a duration as protracted 
as that which has elapsed since its foundation. That the Dean and Chapter 
will feel it to be their first duty to keep " stiff and staunch" the venerable 
building", to the care of which they have succeeded, we do not doubt ; and 
therefore beg leave to recall to their notice the judicious remarks which con- 

■ Old wbiteiraah is best removed by ecrab- ftnd the recasting of the peal of bells, at a time 
bing with (and and water — the latter being pre- when the Chapter vere ia possession of a com- 
vionely acidulated with about "04 of its weight petent opinion on the dangerous condition of the 
ofcommercialhydrochlorioscid. The commonest roof of the nave, does not say much for thefore- 
variety of the acid, to be had for Id or 1^ per sightofthatbody. If.aawearecrediblyinformed, 
poand, should be used for the purpose. — The it is the opinion ofprofessional men, that the roof 
Bwider, vol. ziv. p. 278, The nse of the chisel of the great central aisle of the n^Te is in such a 
should, by all means, be aroided. precarious state that its fall may occur at any 

" It is now generally acknowledged that the moment ; and if, as we believe to be the case, the 

compactness of ancient mortar is due (in every fine organ is already so much injured by damp, 

case, of course, allowiog for the employment of as to render it impossible to use its larger pipes, 

pure sand and good lime in the requisite propor> the glue having in many cases given way, and 

tions) to the action of time, which transmutes this in consequence of the damp with which 

it again to stone, restoring to the lime the cha- the walls are saturated, and the defective state 

racter it possessed ere it was calcined. of the roof, — it would surely have been more 

■ The gutters, downpipes, and water-tables judicious to have rendered the fabric sUunch 
are at present in a most defective condition, throughout, before these very desirable, but 
This, coupled with the recent expenditure of not strictly necessary, appendages were pro- 
neirly jCIOOO on the pnrchaae of a new organ, vided. 
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elude a report on the condition of the fabric, laid before that body in the year 
1813, by the late William Robertson, architect. They are aa follows : — 

" Whatever repairs are attempted to be made, let them be done permanently, and in 
such a manner as not to require to be done again: the contrary practice, namely, the 
employment of temporary expedienta, the use of old and bad materiab, and patching, &c., 
will be found to deserve the name of extravagance and waste. A small revenue, thus 
applied incessantly, and with regularity, will in a few years rid the Chapter of the heavy 
expense now incurred by hasty and bad repairs injudioiously applied, and restore to Kil- 
kenny a building well deserving of being handed down to posterity as a model of chasteness 
of style and simplicity of design, in both of which it certainly is not surpassed, if it is 
equalled, by any building that Ireland possesses." 

To this we would add, that were the Dean and Chapter to procure from a 
competent architect a set of judicious plans, with the necessary working 
drawings and specifications, for the remodelling of the choir, and thorough re- 
storation' of the entire building, including new open roofs and the raising of the 
tower, it would be but the work of time to make the cathedral as beautiful aa 
when it came fresh from the hands of its original builders. It may be objected 
that the funds at the disposal of the Chapter are small, and that the cost thus 
incurred would be a useless expenditure. The reply to this is, that £50, £60, 
or even £100, thus laid out, would in the end prove conducive to the econo- 
mical administration of the Chapter funds. That body would no longer be at 
the mercy of every petty builder or tradesman employed by them ; they could 
see clearly what they were about ; and when funds were available for any neces- 
Eary change or repair, they could proceed so far in the right direction, and 
that without the imcomfortable reflection, which ill-advised outlay ever brings 



■When we use the word "restoration," it 
may be well to guard against the idea that we 
would wish every injured portion of the carved 
stonework to be taken out and replaced, even 
in fac-simile. Let the old work stand as a re- 
cord of the skill and taste of the olden builders. 
It matters little though it be more or less de- 
faced; ifany of it remain, and that the stability 
of the fabric do not require its renewal, we 
would have no modem hand meddle with it It 



gives ns pleasure to be enabled to record the 
judicious restoration of thenorth-weatem clere- 
story window to the nave, to tbe temporary 
blocking-up of which we have already alluded. 
Its renovation, effected whilst these sheets were 
passing through the press, is due to the exer- 
tions of the Rev. Luke Fowler, prebendary of 
Aghonr, who procured, by subacription amongst 
his friends, and the members of the Chapter, 
the sum necessary for that purpose. 
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with it, that all must be done over again, if ever a thorough restoration of the 
fabric be attempted. 

With regard to the best plan for the remodelling of the choir, it appears 
evident, that the formation of arches in its north and south walls, so as 
to make the ancient chapter-house and north chapel serve as aisles, would 
permit the present unsightly galleries to be dispensed with, and answer all 
the purposes required. It has already been suggested that the north chapel 
is in reality an ^sle to the choir, and that the necessary arches exist in 
the wall, although now blocked up. That this arrangement would interfere 
much less with the effects of the interior, and be more convenient than the 
removal of the organ screen to the western arch of the tower, thus including 
the two transepts in the space required for public worship, cannot, we think, be 
reasonably disputed. 

We will now close this digression by pointing out the advantages which 
attend the use of plain green glass in church windows, where stained glass 
cannot be obtained. It is as cheap as the common white glass, much stronger, 
and its effect is veiy good, sobering down the light, and harmonizing admi- 
rably with the gray tint of our Kilkenny limestone. The windows of the cathe- 
dral will presently require to be newly glazed, and whether the lattice-work is 
constructed of lead or cast-iron, — and we trust the former will be chosen, — this 
description of glass will be found the most desirable material to form the 
quarries. — J. G. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THB EOUNB TOWER. 

IT is beyond the scope of this work to enter at large on the much-vexed 
question of the age and purpose of those singular pillar towers to be found 
in close proximity to so many of the ancient churches of Ireland, and of which 
a fine example stands 6 feet 6 inches from the eastern gable buttress of the 
southern transept of the cathedral of St. Canice*. Suffice it to say, that, 
although we do not hold the subject to have been completely cleared of the 
doubt and mystery with which it has been so long shrouded, yet we avow our- 
selves to have been convinced by the able and learned author of the Inqniiy 
into the Origin and Uses of the Round Towers of Ireland, that these structures 
are of a date posterior to the introduction of Christianity into this island, and 
that they are, what Giraldus Cambrensis termed them more than six centu- 
ries ago, " turres ecdesiastioB" Dr. Petrie, in the work already cited, holds 
that they served for the three-fold purpose of— 1. Bel&ies; 2. Places of refuge 
and defence for the clergy of the neighbouring church or churches, as also for 
the safe custody of the books, treaaiu-es, and relics of the church ; and 3. Oc- 
casionally as watch-towers. 

The Round Tower of St. Canice is 100 feet in height ; its circumference at 
the base, and above the plinth, is 46 feet 6 inches ; the diameter to external 
surface of walls is, at the base 15 feet 6 inches, at the windows of the top 

* See plui &t p. 65, supra. The position of the bearings of which were communicated to 
the towers, in relation to their coeval churches, us bj Mr. Henry O'Neill, two are south of the 
was generally to the west, north-west, orsonth- chorch; two, south-south-west; one, sonth-weat; 
west, to be near the door of the chnrch in the one, west-south-west ; three, vest; one west- 
west gabl& The traces of the old chnrch of St. north-west; three, north-west; and one, north- 
Canice (see plan) show that here the tower stood north-west; one stands south-east, and one, 
near the south-west angle. Of sixteen towers, north-east. 
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storey, 1 1 feet 2 indbea ; it therefore batters or diminishea towards the summit, 
externally, 2 feet 2 inches. It is divided into eight storeys by internal set-offs. 
In the first storey no aperture was formed ; the second contains the doorway ; 
the third, a large window nearly over the door*; the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
storeys are each furnished with one small window; the seventh is quite dark; 
but the eighth is a complete lantern, being pierced by six large openings. 
Annexed is a tabular view of the dimensions of all the parts from actual 
admeasurement The mode here adopted is suggested, with much diffidence 
however, as a method whereby the dimensions of the Round Towers, gene- 
rally, may be registered. The presence of floors, and means of communication 
between them, enabled the writer to make the Table tolerably complete^ 
Had we the dimensions and peculiarities of all the Round Towers of Ireland 
similarly tabulated, it might go far to settle eome of the questions concerning 
them. The external elevation of the Bound Tower of St. Canice will be found 
in the general view of the cathedral from the south-east, already given at p. 80, 
supra. 

When the accumulated earth was removed from the external base of the 
Round Tower in 1846, a plinth or projecting base-course about six inches wide 
was exposed. It was at first supposed, from the apparent necessity of a secure 
foundation, that this plinth, with perhaps another lower set-off, would be found 
resting on the compact limestone gravel of the ridge which is crowned by the 
cathedral and Round Tower: however, on examination, it plainly appeared to 
all present, amongst whom was the writer, that the plinth already discovered 
constituted the sole foundation of the superincumbent masonry, and that this 
plinth, which was not more than about two feet in depth, rested, not on 



*Tbis apertare is considerabl; Iftrger thua in the autumn of 1647, chi^j hj the private 

tnj of the other windows, except those in the liberality of the Dean of Ouory, the Very Rev. 

top storey. Dr. Petrie has observed the almost Chulea Vignoles, D. D., at a coat of £20. The 

aaiveisal occurrence of a large window, or, as joists are of substantial oak, and the floors and 



he terms it, second door, immediately over the et&irs of pine. A friend suggests the expediency 

doorway proper, and supposes the object to have ofthe formation ofa''FlooTingSooiety,'* in order 

been defensive. — Jnqviry iMo the Origin andUsa to render all the Towers similarly easyofacceaa 

aflh^Round Towtn, &c,4to, pp. 397-8, 408, 41 1, for the purpose of measurement. Until this ia 

* These floors, with their connecting sturs, done, reasoning as to their uses will, in the ab- 

were erectedonthe original Bet-offs of theTower sence of correct data, be mostly hypotbeticaL 
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[bect. I, 



the gravel, but on a black and yiddmg mould, from which protruded human 
bones in au east and west direction, — a fact in the architectural history of the 
tower afterwards fully confirmed by a careful examination of its internal base, 
to be described hereafter. The plinth is composed of moderate-sized stones, not 
over carefully pot together. Above the plinth, the masonry is ashlar work, 
irregularly coursed and carefully spawled, the stones, of moderate size, being 
accurately dressed to the curve and batter, and the joints well broken' ; the 
inclination or batter of the walls forming a right line. The material used is 
principally the mountain limestone of the district, intermixed for about twenty 
feet above the ground with the dolomite, or dove-coloured cavernous magnesisu 
limestone, found at Archer's Grove, and other places, a short distance north 
and west of the city of Kilkenny. A few stones, from the grits either of the 
coal measures, or the old red sandstone, are also to be seen, especially 
about the doorway^ The mortar is exteemely compact, and was abundantly 
used in the construction of the tower. The doorway, as shown in the accom* 



' *' In th^ nuMonio conBtmction," remarka 
Dr. Fetrie, when speaking of the muonry of the 
Bonnd Towers, " they present a oonsiderable 
Tariety : bat the generality of them ue built in 
that kind of Ckrefhl masonry called spawled rab- 
ble, in which small stones, shaped by the ham- 
mer, in default of anitabU stones at hand, are 
placed in every interstice of the larger stones, so 
that very little mortar appears to be intermixed 
in the body of the wall; and thus the oatude 
of spawled masonry, especially, presents an al- 
most nnintermpted surface of stone, sappl&- 
mentary splinters beutg carefiiUy inserted in the 
joints of the nndried wall Such, also, is the 
style of masoDiy of the most ancient cbnrohee; 
bnt it should be added that, in the interior of 
the walls of both, granting is abundantly used. 
In some instances, however, the towers present 
a surface of ashlar masonry, — but rarely laid in 
courses perfectly regular, — both externally and 
internally, though more usually on the exterior 
only ; and, in a few instances, the lower portions 
of the towers exhibit less of regularity than the 



tipper ports." — Inquiry into the Origin and Utn 
of the Round Tovtere of Irdand, p. 356. 

^ The predilection for granite or sandstone 
evinced by the ecclesiastics who carved the anci- 
ent crosses, and built the primitive churches and 
Kound Towers of Ireland, is curious, and has not 
been hitherto satisfactorily explained. The dis- 
tance to which granite or sandstone crosses of 
enormons size and weight were carried by them, 
when the material could not be procured on the 
spot, is praved by the frequently occurring le- 
gend of miraculous agency applied to their trans- 
port. At Kilkenny, in the centre of a limestone 
district, we find these builders trying the gray 
dolomite, becanse it looked like sandstone, — al- 
though it forms, in consequence of its cavernous 
nature, an indifferent building stone, — and trans- 
porting large blocks of sandstone from a distance 
of eight or nine miles. The superior quality of 
the limestone, however, soon recommended itself 
tothefavonr of the builders of the Bound Tower 
of St. Canice, and we find, as above observed, the 
great mass of the strncture composed of it 
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panying engraving, h devoid of ornament ; it has inclined jambs, and a semi- 
circular head, composed of three stones, which run through the wall, but are 
not put together on the true principle of the arch, the door-head being rather 
cut out o^ than formed of, them : their two upper joints are not straight lices, 
being slightly dished, or curved, to receive the quasi key-stone. The annexed 



representation, drawn on the block by the writer with the most scrupulous care, 
and faithfully engraved by Mr. Hanlon, of Dublin, shows the external appear- 
ance of the doorway, taken before the joints of the lower part of the tower 
were pointed with mortar, some years since: the scale is an inch to half a foot 
The two stones which form the sill* are of the mountain limestone, the jambs 

*A tbird stone wu added internally wben the tower wu furnished with floors in 1647. 
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are composed of dolomite, and the stones of the head are of grit. The 
jointing and dressing of the jambs, but especially of the head, are very 
carefully executed, in fine punched work. Just below the spring of the arch 
on the east side, two of three stones forming a course are slightly higher 
than the third, and the superincumbent arch stone is accurately "joggled" to 
suit the inequality. The external surface of the stones forming the doorway 
is much weathered: internally, instead of following the curve of the tower, the 
wall is worked to a flat, so that a door larger than the opening would lie against 
it, and the upper stone of the head has an oblong stop, projecting internally to 
prevent the door being prized up. Before the recent alterations there was a 
massive hanging-iron for a door embedded in the upper stone of the western 
jamb internally, and indications of a corresponding appliance for a second 
hinge below. These irons seemed to be contemporary with the doorway 
itself The windows of the tower are all flat-headed, with inclined sides; they 
are of finely pimched stone, and well worked. 

Internally the presence of floors and connecting stairs enables us to make 
a closer examination of the peculiarities of the tower than is possible in most 
other structures of a similar kind. Ascending from floor to floor, one cannot fail 
of being struck by a remarkable feature, namely, that the windows are placed 
so low (on an average about one foot above the floor, see Table facing p. 109, 
supra) as to render each storey totally inappropriate, either for lengthened 
residence or for the convenient storage of goods, except on shelves or pegs. 
Even for defensive purposes, the opes (if large enough, which they are not) are 
placed inconveniently low. Indeed, the unsuitableness of the structure for any 
save a passive resistance, is apparent to the most casual observer; and, to add 
to the inappropriatenesB of the storeys for living in, the ends of thorough stones, 
left projecting here and there, are very much in the way, giving the visitor 
an unpleasant intimation of their position by frequent contact with the head. 
All through, the inner surfece of the walls is less carefully built than the out- 
side ; the stones are rudely hammered, and rarely to the proper curve. It 
must also be looked on as a strong presumptive proof that these buildings were, 
like our tall factory chimneys, constructed " over-hand," or from the inside, 
without external scaffolding, when we find, as we do in the tower at present 
under consideration, rows of putlock boles in the internal face of the wall, 
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whilst there are none outside. There are tiers of these holes, generallj one, 
but sometimes two, in the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh storeys; the 
first and second could be reached by means of a slight scaffolding externally, 
and the cap, or conical termination (there being little doubt that the tower was 
originally, in common with others, thus finished at top), built from a platform 
placed on beams run out from the large windows of the eighth storey*. It is, 
indeed, extremely probable, that to this constructive necessity is owing the 
lantern form of the storey immediately beneath the cap in all the towers — the 
opes being of sufficient size to allow of the projection of scaffislding, and egress 
«id regress to the wo^kmen employed; whilst at the same time they partly 
served for the emission of Bound^ The six windows of the eighth storey of 
the tower of St Canice are placed without reference to the cardinal points of 
the compass. The dolomite is used in their dressings along with limestone, 
the former sparingly. The workmanship of all is good, and the joints carefully 
dressed. The existing roof is formed by a vault, slightly domed, having a 
rise of barely seven and a half inches in the centre ; it is composed for the ■ 
most part of dressed blocks of sandstone, some of which remain, unused, in 
the windows, and were, probably, constituent parts of the old conical cap. 
The impressions of the boards which formed the centreing are still apparent 
Above the vault are laid thin flags of limestone, and there are small square 

' The he«d of the Botind Tower of Antrim vation, 100 feet not being too high Bven for th« 
haa the marks of the internal "dnim" of wicker unalleaL That the Bound Towers contained 
work round which the maaons worked. That bells in the eleventh century, when hand-bella 
the person believed to be saved, by the mira- w«re ezdusivelj used in Ireland, appears from 
culons interposition of an angel, as recorded by tlie Four Masters, who sUte, in the year 1020, 
Adamnan in his lifs of St. Columba, lib. iii., the cloictheadi of Armagh, "withitsbells,"waa 
cap. XV., was employed, externally, in the con- burned. — Four MaHera, voL ii. p. 797. That, 
stmotioQ of the cap of a Bound Tower, " cul- however, they were occasionally furnished with 
mennMi9Tke(2[mi4«,"or">mHt(U(«r(trotwuIi,"when bells of larger size than those commonly used, is 
he fell, is, we think, apparent The miraculous apparent from the record by the same writers, 
agency does not affect the inference. See the tvb ann. 1552, that " Clonmacnoise was plun- 
ge quoted in full, with the author's reason- dered and devastated by the English of Athlone; 



ing thereon, in Petrie's Inquvy mlo the Origm, and the large bells were taken from the cloic- 

&&, pp. 382-4. theach. There was not left, moreover, a bell, 

* A writer in the Builder, vol. ziv., p. 23, says small or lai^ which was not carried 

that the notes of bells are improved by their ele- o£'*— ^d, vol v. p. 159Z 

«2 
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holes Id the sailing course of the piu^pet which surrounds the top, to allow 
the water to run off. The parapet is much ruined, having been loosely 
built of small stones; its thic^kness is about 1 foot 2 inches. That the vaulted 
roof and its appurtenances are more modern than the remainder of the tower 
is, we think, evident, for — Ist, if the original design contemplated a flat 
arch, with parapet, and stair to roof, all would have been provided for in the 
construction of the tower ; but, 2ndly, this is not the case: on the contrary, 
the jamb of one of the windows (that marked A in the Table of Dimensions), 
together with its lintel, have been broken away, and formed into a rude stair ; 
whilst, 3rdly, at this point, where the thickness of the vault is exposed, there 
is an arch constructed of regularly dressed voussoire, the face of which is flat, 
and does not coincide with the cuive of the wall, which must have been the 
case had it been in existence previous to the breach made in the latter. It 
would appear, that, at a period subsequent to the construction of the cap, in 
order the better to adapt the tower to a lookH3ut station, the original conical 
termination wu removed, and the present vault and parapet erected in its place. 
The internal base of the tower had been, beyond memory, filled with accu- 
mulated rubbish to within 2 feet 8 inches, or thereabouts, of the sill of the 
doorway. As it was most desirable that this extraneous matter should be 
removed, and the base examined, the Dean of Ossory commenced to excavate 
in the July of 1847 ; and we now place on record the mode of proceeding, and 
the character of the different deposits. The first stratum removed was 4 feet 
6 inches thick ; it consisted chiefly of the " guano" of birds, intermixed with 
which were stones, some human bones, and the bones of several of the inferior 
animals, as of the horse, cow, calf, sheep, pig, and of various fowls. The human 
bones, amongst which was a skull of singularly idiotic conformation, occurred 
near the surfece, and had evidently been thrown into the tower from time to 
time. The bones of the lower animals were found principally in a layer of 
about 18 inches thick at the lower part of the stratum. The guano was 
so pure that, when sifted, it sold for £5. The next stratum was about 
18 inches thick, its upper portion varying from 10 to 2 inches in depth, con- 
sisting of calcined clay, containing fragments ofbumed human and other bones, 
and of charcoal in large masses and scattered fragments; the lower part of the 
stratum was made up of rich loam, mixed with some calcined clay, small frag- 
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ments of bnmed and unburoed bones, and charcoal. Beneath this occurred a 
stratum of rich black earth, 1 foot 7 inches thick, containing fragments of bones, 
both human and belonging to the lower animals, the former predominating ; 
with these were mixed spawle of the dolomite partially used in the construction 
of the tower; there were also found the tusks of a boar, of large size, and two 
pieces of pure copper much oxydized. Some of the bones were calcined, and 
one or two of the dolomite spawls showed the action of fire. When the last 
described deposit was cleared away, a wide layer of stones, resembling a pave- 
ment, was found extending over a considerable portion of the internal area of 
the tower ; it ranged with the upper surface of the internal set-off, on a level 
with the external base-course. About two feet in breadth of this pavement 
renained at the east side, and a strip of it extended all round the wall. The 
dotted lines in the annexed diagram re- 
present the boundary of the void or un- 
paved portion of the area of the tower. 
The pavement was covered by a coat- 
ing of mortar about 1 inch in thickness. 
This pavement having been removed, 

the excavation was cautiously conti- * n 

nued, and on the west side, close to the 
foundation, the skull of an adult male 
was exposed, and this skull was found 
to form a portion of a perfect human 
skeleton, which had been buried in the 
usual Christian position, with the feet = 

to the east ; no trace of coffin or cist of ^"^ *^- 

wood or stone presenting itself. Having cleared a trench about 3 feet wide, 
and 1 foot 9 inches deep, across the centre of the area, and collected all the 
bones of this skeleton, the writer proceeded to remove carefully, with his own 
hands, the clay towards the north, when the crumbling remains of timber, 
apparently oak, presented themselves, and then the ribs and vertebrte of a child 
were found. The upper portion of this skeleton, which lay parallel to the adult 
one just described, was concealed by the western foundation of the tower, and 
over the ilium lay the skull of another child's skeleton, the extremities of which 
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also extended towards the east : but the most extraordinary circumstance con- 
nected with these, two children's skeletons, and one that, were we not only an 
eye-witness, but also the actual excavators ourselves, would almost seem incredi- 
ble, was the evident occurrence of a timber coffin, about an inch in thickness 
above, below, and, so far as followed, around the skeletons. The remains of 
the upper and lower planks were brought, at some points, nearly into con- 
tact by the superincumbent pressure, but where the larger bones intervened 
they were more widely separated. The traces of timber extended under the 
foundation of the tower along with the upper portion of the first-described 
child's skeleton, and that in such a way that it could not have been placed 
there after the tower was built. The timber, although qiute pulpy from decay, 
exhibited the grain of oak ; do traces of nails were found*. On proceeding with 
the excavation, a second adult skull, that of an aged man, was found near the 
foot of the child's coffin, and the skeleton to which it belonged was then traced, 
until fiu-ther search must have undermined the eastern foundation of the 
tower, beneath which its lower extremities were concealed from the hips down- 
wards. The diagram already given shows the position of the several skeletons, 
t(^ether with traces of the coffin already alluded to ; all of which lay beneath 
the level of the foundation of the tower. Some detached human bones were 
found in the clay surrounding those skeletons, and on sinking stjll deeper 
in the centre, the bones of another adult skeleton presented themselves. A 
regard, however, to the safety of the tower precluded further examination, the 
earth having been already removed to a considerable depth beneath its foun- 
dations. The clay which surrounded the human remains just described was a 
rich, black, unctuous loam, similar to that occurring in any long-used grave- 
yard. The skulls of the adults, and such fragments of the child's skull as 

'It may seem Btrange that all the skeletons corpeebemg brought to the grave in » well-made 

should not be enclosed in vooden coffins, but coffin, uid, the grave being carefullj lined with 

we have no reason to suppose that the use of fresh green sods, the bodj, wrapped solely in ita 

coffins was general. Down to about half a century winding-sheet, was placed therein, the head being 

since, the families of Tracy, Doyle, and Daly, supported by a pillow of dried grass and moss: 

with their connexions, whose burial-place was more sods, supported by planks, were placed 

the graTeyard of the Priory of St. John, about over it, with the grassy side down, and the grave 

a mite south of Enniscorthy, in the county of was then filled in as usual.— See Wexford Inde- 

Wezford, buried their dead without ooffins : the pendent, of May 3, 1 856. 
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could be collected, having been reserved, the remainder of the bones were 
placed in a cist, formed of large stones, in the centre of the area, and then the 
base of the tower was filled up with small stones to the first offset, in order to 
guard against any sinking of its foundation; and we are happy to state that now, 
after a lapse of nine years, no injury to the stability of the structure has resulted 
from the excavations. The writer was present during the entire of the opera- 
tions. The Dean of Ossory, the Rev. Samuel Madden, and Mr. John G. A. 
Prim, saw the children's skeletons in situ; and during the removal of which, 
two medical men, Drs. Cane and Grant', were present. Dr. Cane took away 
the skulls of the two adults, with the fragments of that belonging to the child, 
and he subsequently favoured Dean Vignoles with the following interesting 
description of these remains : — 

" WilUamstreet, Kilkenny. 

"December 29, 1847. 
" Vert sbtebehd Sib, — I have much pleasure in fumiahing you with some account of 
the human bonee, which, with your permission, 1 Kad removed from the Round Tower of St. 
Ganice, upon the occasion of your recent valuable research beneath ita foundation. The 
bonea which 1 have taken were those of two adult heads, one of them very imperfect, and 
some detached bones of the head of one of the children. 



" The adult heads [see accompanying engraving of the perfect specimen], as to con- 
formation or physical character, presented nothing very remarkable". They were the heads 

• This gentleman, who subsequently left Kil- ^ Since the period when the letter was written, 

kennyand went to reside in London, ie now dead. I have submitted the beads to Dr. M'Elherau, 
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of ordinary men, and their frames were of ordinarj stature. The adults were males, as evi- 
denced by the oata ilia, and other bones forming the hips and pelns. One skull belonged 
to a very aged man, perhaps eighty years old, to judge from the extensive absorption 
which had taken place in the nearly edentulous jaw-bones. The other was that of a man 
between forty and fifty, the teeth all perfect, but remarkably worn, and the incisor or 
cutting teeth so completely deprived of cutting edges as to present the appearance of teeth 
worked constantly in the process of grinding very hard food, having £at rubbing surfaces, 
just like the proper molar or grinding teeth. 

" I did not see the head of the third, or lower adult skeleton, as it lay too far out under 
the foundation to be reached with safety. The other head was that of a child, whose age is 
easily fixed by the fact that some of the first set, or milk teeth, had fallen, and that the 
incisors of the second, or permanent set, were coming down, but had not descended to the 
level of the gum ; the age was about seven years. 

" The adult bones were all fast crumbling to decay, but the bones of the child's head, 
which had separated and were detached, as parietal, frontal, &c., presented a remarkable 
appearance, which I noted at the time to the Rev. Mr. Graves and Mr. Grant, who 
handed them to me. They were so moist and pliant as to bend under the slightest pres- 
sure, giving a sensation to the finger not unlike that of wetted pasteboard or damped 
biscuit, and which I then attributed to their own delicacy of texture, and the influence 
upon it of the rich mould beneath which they had lun for so many centuries. These 
bones have since dried out completely, and in doing so have lost their flexibility, and are 
most easily broken, exhibidng a short and brittle fracture ; but that which has principally 
arrested my attention is the remarkable similitude which they now bear to burnt bones in 
colour, texture, and appearance : eo much so that every one I have shown them to has 
pronounced them to be bones that were exposed to fire, and had been burned ; and I would 
myself conclude such to be the fact, had I not assisted in removing them fi'om the earth, 
and felt them while yet wet and pliant from the rich soil they lay in. 

"lam thus particular in alluding to this matter, because we so frequently hear of burned 
bones being found in these towers, that the fact observed here suggests a doubt, whether 
all these bones described as being burned, were really so,— or whether the appearance may 
not be the result of dme and peculiar alkaline soils acting on bone young and fiill of 
animal matter, whereby the animal matter is converted into soap and escapes, moisture 
fills up the porous cellular texture of the bone, and so makes it soA and pliable j but when 
exposure to dry air drains off the moisture, the cellular structure then remains with open 
cells and dry brittle walls, as in burnt bone, where fire performs these offices more 
speedily. 

whose writings on ethnology are well knotrn. to be good specimeas of crania of the purely 
The skulls oftbeadnltswereconsidered by him Celtic type. S. C. 
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" I cannot condode this brief notice of the bones found beneath the Round Tower of St. 
Canice, without, as a reader of Petrie's elaborate book on the Round Towers, expressing 
mj poor BTidence in favour of his views, — views to which I have become a convert &om 
the peruBal of his work, having previously held a very opposite opinion. In addition to 
his powerful arguments, I have now witsessed these bodies taken up from beneath the 
level of the tower's foundation, — I have seen the foundation stones actually built over, 
and resting on, their graves, — that they were, all five, buried head to the west and feet to 
the east, as in modem and Christian ohurch-yarde. 1 feel no doubt that these bodies were 
interred previously to the building of the tower, in earth used as a cemetery or burying 
ground, and that they have been there at leatt eight hundred years. 

" Finally, permit me, as a citizen of Kilkenny, to thank you for the zeal and labour 
yon have displayed to preserve and improve the remains of our ecclesiastical antiquities, as 
well as in aiding to unravel the mystery in which the early history of our Round Towers 
has been involved ; and I know that my feeling of obligation to you in this matter is par- 
ticipated in by all those of the citizens at large who value antiquarian research, and regard 
with veneration the remains of ancient Ireland. 

" I remain, Very Reverend Sir, 

" Tours truly, 

" RoBBBi Case. 
'• Tha Vety Ba. Aa Dean of Oaory." 

An inspection of the diagram, given at p. 115, supra, will show that one of 
the adult skeletons has the greater portion of its lower extremities concealed 
by the foundations of the tower, a little to the north of the eaat point ; and it is 
a remarkable iact that the summit of the structure overhangs its base about 
two inches at this point*. This deviation from the perpendicular may seem 
small, but still it proves the occurrence of a coosiderable subsidence, when a 
wall originally built toabatterof 26 inches leans over its base even to the small 
extent of two inches. The natural inference to be drawn from these premises 
is, that the tower, built over a cemetery, subsided at the point of least resistance 
afforded by the substratum, i. e. over the spot left vacant by the natural decay 
of the subjacent adult human body. From what has been sdd, it appears that 
the body of at least one of th^ adults, tt^ther with those of the two encoffined 
children, must have been placed in the earth ere the foundations were lud. It 

■ The extent of deviation from the perpendi. on a calm day. The projection of the parapet 
cular hu been ascertained by oarefW plumbing was not taken into aoconnt. 
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has, indeed, been objected that architects posseesing the skill apparent in the 
superstructure of the tower could not have been so totally indifferent to all 
the principles of sound architecture, as to base so ponderous a mass on such 
an insecure foundation. To one reasoning a priori this conclusion seems inevi- 
table'. Facts, however, are stubborn things, and for those whose eyes beheld 
the position of the skeletons there is no escape from the self-evident conclusion, 
that the Round Tower of St. Canice, when, or by whomsoever erected, had 
been built on the unbroken surface of a thickly peopled burial ground, the soil 
of which had for ages been made fat by fresh accessions of the mortal remains 
of poor humanity. If we search for the motive which prevented the builders 
of the tower from penetrating the few feet of church-yard eardi interposed 
between its foundations and the compact limestone gravel, it may perhaps be 
found in the early and general repugnance which prevailed amongst all Chris- 
tians, against any disturbance or desecration of the resting-places of the dead*. 
In considering this evidence in favour of the Christian origin of the Round 



* One of thoK d priori reuoners obserres, with 
reference to this Tery subject ; — " To ub ... it 
seems &n exorbitant absurdity to imi^ne how 
any man could recklessly lay hia materials on 
such 8 foundation as decayed coffin-boards uid 
crambling banes; just as well might be choose 
a layer of egg-Bhells for his basia." — Letter of a 
Member of the South Munster Antiquarian So- 
ciety, S'ilienng Moderator, October 30, 1847. 

'' There are in existence laws enacted by 
Faramund L, King of the Franka, by Charle- 
magne, and Charles the Ba!d, strictly forbidding 
the disturbance of the dead, some of them de- 
noonciDg banishment and death for what then 
must have been looked on as a great crime. It 
should be remembered that Christianity was in- 
troduced by Irish missionaries into almoat every 
nation in western Europe; Charlemagne espe- 
cially was under the influence of the Irish eccle- 
siastical element. The practice, therefore, of the 
Continental Church at this period must be looked 
on as that of Ireland also. We find the follow- 
ing amongst many similar enactments which 



occur in the "Leges Salicn" of Faramund I., 
made A.D. 424, at Saltzbnrg in Franconia: — 
" Si quis corpus jam sepultum efibderit, ant ex 
spoliaverit, vvargus [stc] sit, hoc est espulsua de 
eodem pago." — Melchioris Groldasti CoUedio Con- 
aUvtionum Impmalium, torn. iii.,p. 15. Agun, the 
" Capitulare Karoli Magni" enjoina, A. D. 780, 
— " Ut nnllas ossa mortnomm de sepulchris 
audacter ejiciaL" — Idan, p. 124. Also, in the 
" Capitula Spartacana" of Charles the Bald, 
enacted A. D. 846, we find a very stringeDt 
injunction on the subject, which, from llie allu- 
sion to the " loculus" or coffin as being then in 
nse amongst Christians, is particularly applica- 
ble to our purpose: — "N'ecquisquamossacnjuB- 
libet mortui de sepulchre suo ejicere [tie], aut 
aepulturam cujusquam temerario ausu quoquo 
modo Tiolet, sed unumqnemque in loculo sibi 
ideo pTfeparato atque concessc adventum sui 
judicis preestolari concedat: maxime cum non 
solum divinie leges, sed etiam et humanoe apud 
humanam rempublicam, sepulchrorum Tiolato- 
res reos mortis dijudicent." — Idem, p. 274. 
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Tower of St Canice, it should also be borne in mind, as already observed, that 
all the skeletons, even to that of the central adult, which did not extend beyond 
the area of the walls, lay in the church-yard earth bdow the level of the foun- 
dation ; and that although it is possible, whilst yet improbable, that this, the 
central interment, was made after the tower was erected, with regard to the 
others such a supposition connot for a moment be entertained. 

What, then, are the conclusions forced on us by the premises ? Plainly, 
1st, that the tower was erected within a previously used Christian burial ground, 
and over the undisturbed interments of children' and adults. But why in a 
Christian cemetery ; may not the dead have been Pagans, and so the tower, after 
all* have been of iabulous antiquity? To our mind the position of the skeletons, 
which all lay head to west and feet to east, is a convmcing proof that the 
cemetery was a Christian one" ; for although it may be granted that Pagan 
nations sometimes buried their dead in this position, yet it was not by any 
means their general method of interment, and seems to have arisen, when used, 
more from indifference to the position of the deceased than from anything else ; 
whereas with Christians this mode of burial prevailed from the earliest times, 
arising from the idea that our Lord was so placed in the tomb, and that it 
was fitting His servants should be interred in a similar manner. We have, 
moreover, direct proof that the Pagan Irish, on their conversion to Chris- 
tianity, made a change in their mode of burial, and that this change consisted 
in depositing their dead with tlie face to the east. In proof we may cite the 
Sencap na pelec, or History of the Kegal Cemeteries of Ireland, which Dr. 7«9«u* mo ih, 
Petrie has printed from the Leabhar na h- UidhTe^ a manuscript of the twelfth ,^tkt Somd " 
century, several centuries earlier than which that learned writer places the date imd, p. m."" 
of the tract in question. To quote from Dr. Petrie's translation: — Cormac Mac 
Art, monarch of Ireland, " the third person who had beUeved, in Erin, before 
the arrival of St Patrick," is represented as having " told his people not to buiy 

* "nia most eatHuaiutic ftdvooste of the sepul- of bniTiDg the prieats with their feet to the weat, 
chnl or montimental character of our Boand prerftilal in the uident Insh Charch, it would 
Towers will (carcel; nj that the Bound Tower serre to show that the bodiea found beneath the 
of St. Canice was bnilt to perpetuate the me- Bound Tower of St. Canice were laics. There is 
mory of — mUr aUoa — two infants! no evidence, lioweTer,to prove that the practiceii 

* If the custom, at present eziiting in Ireland, older than the middle of the seventeenth century. 
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Jnquiry imto the 
OngliKud Um 
Iff tJu Bound 
Ifacxn, &c, 
p. 396. 



him at Brugh (because it was a cemetery of Idolaters), for he did not worship 
the same God as any of those interred at Brugh ; but to bury him at Bos oa righ 
toiih his face to the east." 2ndly, that the date of the tower cannot be even 
placed very early in the Christian era, inasmuch as several centuries must have 
elapsed, and many generations been changed to kindred dust therein, ere the 
soil of the cemetery coixld assume the character it presented beneath the founda- 
tion of the building. 3rdly, that, to account for the calcined clay and human 
remains found within its base, we must suppose that at some early period its 
timber floors, together with human beings then within its walls, were consumed 
by fire'. And, 4thly, that the Round Tower of St. Canice is not well adapted 
as a place of refuge or defence; was most jH'obably erected as a belfry; and 
certainly has been used as a watch-tower. 

We now come to consider the date of t)ie structure. It is the opinion of 
Dr. Petrie that — " the oldest towers are obviously those constructed of spawled 
masonry and large hammered stones, and which present simple quadrangular 
and semicircular-arched doorways, with sloping jambs, and little or no oma- 

• The cbnrcb of St. Canice was dettrojred by 
fire in 1065, and agun in 1114 (see pp. 24, 25, 
eupru). It is not a very great straining of pto- 
bability to suppose tbat tbe Ronnd Tower shared 
in the conflagration at either oi both dates, and 
it is quite possible that the cle^y of tbe church 
may hare been consumed within its walls. The 
records of similar events frequently occur in 
our annals : thus, the Four Masters, as quoted by 
Petrie, relate that in 948, " the dMOfieach of 
Slane was burnt by tbe Danes, with its full of 
reliqoes and good people, with Caoinechair, 
Reader of Slane, and the crazier of the patron 
saint, and a bell, the best of bells." Again, A. D. 
1097 : — " The doichteach of the Monastery, i. e. 
' of lionasterboice,' with many books and trea- 
sures, was burnt." And under the year 1171, 
the same writeia state that " the chictheatA of 
Telacb Ard was burnt by Tigbeman O'Buairc, 
with its full of people in it" Whilst, to bring 
the practice of Round Tower burning closer to 
Kilkenny, the Annal^ already quoted reoord. 



under the year 1 156, that " Eochaidh O'Cuinn, 
the Chief Master, was burnt in the doiclheach of 
Farta." — InqmryitUo the Origin, &c, pp. 369, 371. 
We may here remark, that the Bound Tower, or 
elciakeach, of Ferta, situate about twelve miles 
north of Kilkenny, is split, as byfire, from top to 
bottom, thus affording a singular confirmation of 
the Annals. Will it be believed that a writer 
could be fonnd so indifferent to all the rules of 
evidence as to assert, that " all these remains of 
combustion [the calcined clay and bones found 
in the St. Canice Tower] may, at least with 
equal probability, be relics of a Pagan pyre, at 
which, more Scythioo, animals as well as men 
were cruelly sacriGced; and we have an instance 
of this, quoad the latter, in the immolation of 
the captives of Fiachra, after the batte of Caonry, 
foughtinA.D.380.-£oftto/Baay>no(e,foL166." 
— Letter of a Member of the South Munster An- 
tiquarian Souety, KUkamy Moderator, Oct 30, 
1847. The captives may have been burned; but 
was the holocaust made in a Round Tower? 
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meat, perfectly similar to the doorways of the earliest churches." From this 
statement few will be found to dissent ; and, on the grounds therein put 
forward, we must place the date of the Round Tower of St. Canice at a com- 
paratively early epoch, its. peculiarities corresponding exactly to the criteria 
above given. Its doorway resembles those of the towers of Kilmacduagh in 
the county of Galway, and of Giendalough in the county of Wicklow, both, /d,p 
thinks Dr. Petrie, " erected early in the seventh century." We here insert 



that skilful artist's delineation of the former, as also of the door of the tower of 
Oughterard (No. 30), which bears a striking resemblance to that of St. Canice'. 
Oughterard tower is, probably, of not much later date than a church founded 
there in the sixth or seventh century. The windows of our tower are, as already 
observed, flat-headed apertures, with inclined sides, and are almost identical 

"'The great church of Kilmacdasgh wai maeonrj of the tower to that of the original pci- 

erected aboot theyeor 610, for St. Colman Mac tionsof the great cbnrch.leaTes no doubt of iheii 

Duach, by his kinaman, Guaire Aidbne, king of being cotflnpoianeoas ■tructures."— /njtury 

Coqnanghti and the perfect similarity of the into the Origin, &c., p. 400. 
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with those figured by Dr. Petrie in the accompanying engravings of two 
of the windows of the Round Tower of Swords, Noa. 31 and 32, which is 
connected with a church that, owing its 
origin to the great St. Columbkille, was 
possibly erected previously to the year 563. 
We annex from Dr. Petrie's work, a repre- 
sentation of one of the windows of the 
Round Tower of Kells (No. 33) which also 
resemble those of our tower. Kells tower 
was in existence before the year 1076'. 
Judging from these criterions, we cannot 
be far astray if we place the date of our 
Soimd Tower between the sixth and the 
ninth centuries: and it is possible that to 
St. Canice himself, who lived to the close 
of the sixth century, its erection may be 
assigned; none of that swnt's Lives, however, ^'^ '' 

make any mention of Kilkenny^ 

We fear that by many we shall be thought to show ourselves, in these con- 
clusions, insensible to the poetry which clings round our pillar towers as natu- 
rally as the mosses and the 

maoy-hued lichens incrust 

their time -stained walls. 

Fain would we, too, like 

many of our antiquarian 

brethren, who are staunch 

supporters of the Pagan 

theories, trace their origin 

from the distant plains of 
No. 82. Asia or Hindustan, or be- no. as. 

■ la this year Murchad, gTandson of FUnn tion of the Annals of UlBter, quoted by Dr. 

O'Maeleechlainn, king of Meath, " being 3 Petrie, Inqtiity, &c^ p, 369- 

nights in the steeple of Kells, was killed by " " The first notice [in the Irish annals] 

Maolan's sonne, king of Galleng."— Old traosla- which occnrs of the cloiOkeach, or Bound Tower, 
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iieve them to have formed the Bhrinea of the primeval worshippers of fire, 
or to have had reference to the rites of Buddhist idolatry. But we cannot 
obey the prompting of that portion of our common nature which revels in 
the mystery of the past: the stem rules of evidence coerce us; and we are 
forced to assign to our own Sound Tower a purpose familiar to us aU, and 
a date which must fix its place far down the stream of ascertfuned history. 
Yet, we trust, few will be found to hold that a monument of our primi- 
tive Irish Christianity, as peculiar to our country as was the anomalous 
nature of its ancient episcopacy, affords less to interest our feelings than any 
monument of Paganism, no matter how ancient? An antiquity of ten or twelve 
centuries surely gives scope enough to the " faculty divine" of poetry, — 
evidenced, we think, in the subjoined sonnets to the Round Tower of St. 
Canice, irom the pen of one, now no more', who loved well his native city, 
and its antiquities. The absence of all written record aa to when and by 



is that tX the jetx 950, rdatJTe to Uie btinuDg of 
the cloicthtach or Round Tower of SUne, aa ti- 
ready given at p. 370 ; and the earliest authentic 
lecoid of the erection of ■ Round Tower is do 
earlier than the year 965. This record ia foand 
in the Chronieon Scotorum, and relates to tbe 
tower of Tomgranej in the county of Clare, — 
a tower which does not now exist, bat of which, 
according to the tradition oftbe old uatires of the 
place, some remains existed aboat forty years 
since. The passage is as follows: — 

" ' A. D. 965. Copmac h-Ua CilUn, Do uib 
C-pia6pa6 Qidne, comopba Ciapain -] Coth- 
ain 1 comopba Cuama 5?^"^! 1 T <"SB 
bo poraO cempul mop Cuama SP^"^ 1 ° 
cliOigceaA. 8apienp t rene;t ec epipcopup.— 
quieuic in Chpipco,' 

" Thus translated by Colgan, who seems to 
have found it in bis copy of the Annals of the 
Foot Masters, though that part of it relating to 
the erection of the church and tower is not 
given ia the Stowe copy of those Annals, as 
published by Dr. O'Connor, or in the MS. co- 
pies of them preserved in Dublin : — 



" 'A. ]>. 964. Gormacus Hua Eillene, Comor- 
banuB SS. Eierani, Coemani, [Coraani] et 
Cronani, Epiacopos, sapiens, vir valde longeuua, 
qui extmxit Ecclesiam deYuaim-grene [Tuam- 
grenej cum sua tnrri, decessit.' — Acta SS., 
p. 360, b. 

" But, though the Irbh annalists preserve 
to us no earlier notices of the Bound Towers, 
than these now adduced, the many references 
which occur to those buildings, aa exiating in 
the tenth and eleventh centuries, sufficiently 
prove that they were common in the country at 
an earlier period."— /n^ut'ry into the Origin, &c, 
p. 375. 

The general absence of distinct notices of 
buildings in the ancient lives of the Irish saints, 
and the extreme meagreness of the Irish Annals 
anterior to the tenth century, easily account for 
the absence of earlier notices of the Round 
Towera. 

* The late Rev. James Leckey, incumbent of 
Willenball, dioceae of Chester, whoae untimely 
death prevented the publication of bia poema. 
We trust they may yet see the light 
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whom the Kound Tower of St Canice was raised gives ample room to the 
imagiaatioQ of the writer, and wBirants the idea of the second sonnet: — 

I. 
" O mystic Tower, I never gaze on thee — 

Altho' since childhood's scarce remember'd spring 

Thou vert to me a most familiar thing — 
Without an awe, and not from wonder free ; 
Wild fancies, too, oft urge themselves on me. 

Working as though they had the power to fling 

The veil aside, year after year doth bring 
More closely round thee, thing of mystery ! 

Yea, thou dost wake within me such a sense 
As few things earthly can, — thy airy brow 

Hath felt the breeze for centuries immense ; 
Who knows what hand hath raised thee, or how? 

And Time so much of his own reverence 
Hath lent to thee, we venerate thee now." 

n. 

" O structure strange, and column-like, and high ! 

What thought had he who first contriv'd thy plan. 

Thou seeming most unfit for use of man ? 
Thy lofty brow is lifted towards the sky, 
And all things human that around thee lie, 

Thou, lonely watcher here ere they began, 

SawVt as they rose around thee. Thou the van 
Of Time didst hold, and none with thee can vie; 

For sacred fane and lordly castle hall, 
O ume-wom Tower ! was it thine to see. 

And city homes, and long-encircling wall, 
Rise one by one, and range themselves round thee, — 

Of some hast thou beheld the rise and fall. 
But nothing human knows thy history." 
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SECTION II. 

MONUMENTAL ANTIQTJITIES. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORT.— CLASSIFICATION OP THE MONUMENTS. 

THAT the cathedral of St Canice was, in former days, rich in the sepul- 
chral monuments of men eminent in their age and country, we know on 
the already quoted testimony of Bishop Roth, who was familiar with its fea- s»ep. 
tures ere the troops of the Commonwealth, by Cromwell's order, stormed the 
cathedral; when, 

" The Civil Any of the time 
Made sport of sacrilegiona crime ; 
For dark Fanadcism rent 
Altar, and screen, and ornament, 
And peasant hands the tombs o'erthrew." 

But even did we lack direct evidence, the remains which have come down to 
our day are of themselvea sufficient to prove the truth of Roth's statement. 
There are, doubtless, elsewhere to be found many far more ancient examples of 
monumental art ; the megalithic cross and curiously carved tombstone of early 
Celtic Christianity are not here to be found by the side of their contemporary 
Round Tower ; but we question if there is another church in Ireland which can 
compare with diis cathedral in the number, variety, and interesting nature of 
its existing mediieval monuments. Perhaps this may, in part, be attributable to 
the immunity from fire which the building has enjoyed. 
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Although the Cathedral of St Canice never suffered actual assault except 
from the " fanatick limbs of the beast," as Griffith Williams terms the defacera 
of hie church, yet it seems, in common with many another structure primarily 
devoted to religion, to have been always accounted a " strong place," and gar- 
risoned accordingly. Thus, the Bed Book of the Corporation of Kilkenny 
states, that, in anno 1599, when Tyrone was up in arms, and rebelhon had 
spread far and wide over Ireland, it was ordered by the civic authorities, " for 
S* Kenny's Church, the L* Bishop and the Irishtowne to take order for the 
defence thereof, as heretofore they were appointed :" and agtun, the same year, 
" that the Steeple of S' Patrick's Church shall be warded with six warders, and 
sufficient victuals provided for them; and that S* Kenny's Church shall be 
ako warded with a strong ward of the Inhabitants of the Irishtowne, and such 
soldiers as shall be sent \uito them for that purpose." Since the previous sheets 
of this work passed through the press, a record of the " Proceedings of Crom- 
well's Army in Ireland" has been printed, rendering certain what is there 
sought to be proved, at p. 42, supra, viz., that the cathedral had suffered storm. 
Dr. Jones, Bishop of Cluyne, who was present at the siege of Kilkenny, thus 
MS. F. iv. 16, records the fact of the storming of the cathedral in his Private Notes ; — " 25th 
Dublin.— See [MaTch, 1650], our battery, of two demi-cannon and one culverin, played from 
Mag,^Z"ot. Patrick's church on the town-wall near the castle. Kenny's church being ob- 
"'' **' served a place commanding the town in some parts, a party was sent to storm 

and possess it, our men in the meantime diverting the town^arrison by essaying 
the breach at the battery. The church we possessed, but were repulsed at 
the breach with the loss of ten men." It is surprising that the injury inflicted 
on the church and its monuments, by the storming and military occupation of 
the place, was not much more extensive than it has proved to be. 

It is not, happily, necessary to enter into any lengthened argument to show 
that the study of monumental remains is of the highest importance to the elu- 
cidation of history ; but what the Rev. Charles Boutell has so well said of one 
interesting class of monument, numerous in England, but here almost entirely 
wanting, — although our cathedral ia not without traces that monumental brasses 
once ornamented its aisles, — may well be quoted. After observing that such 
records afford a " vivid representation of the long dead denizens of ages past," 
and. " bring before us in all points as they were in life, the prince, the noble, 
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the ladj, the knight, the citizen, and the ecclesiastic," thus enabling us " to 
reinvest the personages, whose names make history famous, with form and 
feshion trae to the very life," he proceeds ; — 

" But, much more than haa already been euggeeted, may be learned from these memo- UMiauniai 
risla. To the genealogist they afford authentic cotemporary evidences : to the herald they sitibM, pp. 3, 4. 
fumieh examples of the original usage in bearing arms, and authorities in the appropriation 
and adjustment of badges and personal devices : the architect here will find, in rich variety, 
the details and accessories illustrative, as well of peculiar modes of arrangement and com- 
bination, as of the disbnctive oharaoteristics of style and design : the chronologist hence may 
deduce authentic data to determine, with truly remarkable exactness, successive eras and 
epochs: to the general antiquary, from the same source, widely diversified infor- 
mation will accrue : the paleographer also is hence enabled to fix the distinctive form of 
letter used at certain periods, together with the prevalent peculiarities of contraction and 

abbreviation [of words] Of the important judicial testimony deducible from 

brasses, the decision upon the Camoys peerage affords a remarkable and memorable ex- 
ample. And, beyond all, the deep tone of combined piety and humility which characterizes 
so forcibly these memonals of the departed, — as well the attitude of the figure, as the legend 
on the scroll, contrasting strikingly with the inconsistent designs, and the vain, and too 
often flippant encomiums, so prevalent in monumental structures of more modem date, — 
* these tmut be our admiration, and ought to be our pattern,' — thus, of a truth, do our 
ancestors being dead, yet speak with powerful though silent eloquence." 

It is needless to add any observation of our own to this eloquent and con- 
vincing passage. 

It has been already said that traces of brasses remain in the cathedral of St. 
Canice*. These consist of some slabs exhibiting the matrixes of qaatrefoiled 

* The only existing Irish brasses are to be tions sereral in Dublin, now lost — (US. Tour, 

found in Dublin: but we are not to EQppoMthftt paua Sir T. E. Winnington, Stanford Court, 

their usejalthoughnotheresogenerallyadopted WorcesterBhire.) Wateilbrd cathedral was, at 

as in England, was confined to the metropolis, one time, rich in brasses. It was sworn before 

Along with the indications of their occurrence a Commission, appointed after the Restoratioa 

in tlie cathedral of St. Canice, we have remaining by the Irish House of Lords, to inquire into the 

the matrix of the effigial brass of Bishop Ssun- plunder abstracted by the Cromwellian party 

ders (ob. 1549) in the cathedral of Old Leighlin. from the cathedral of Waterford, that numerous 

Thomas Dineley, who travelled in Ireland in the "brasses, eschucheoDs, and atchemeats," were 

reign of Charles IL, gives a pen-and-ink sketch ruthlessly torn by them from " the ancient 

of the matrix of a fine canopied brass which was tombes, many of which were almost covered with 

then preserved in the cathedral of Cashel, com- brasse." — Traruaetumt of the KUkmng Ardueo- 

memorating Archbishop Hamilton ; he also men- logicd SodOg, vol. il, p. 78. 
s2 
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ornaments, and of a small square plate, at present forming a portion of the pave- 
ment of the north chapel. Nothing, however, remains to indicate the age of 
the monuments, or the persons whom they commemorated. It is not at all 
unlikely that other vestiges of this style of monumental art exist, the slabs 
being reversed, as was often the case, and serving as more modem tombs, or 
even as plain pavement flags ; such remains not being likely to have attracted 
the attention of O'Phelan, who was employed by Bishop Pococke to re-arrange 
the monuments. With the ezception of the fragments alluded to, the esisting 
monuments are exclusively of stone, — the compact limestone, or black marble, 
of the district, being the material used. It is probable that Bishop Williams, 
when putting his cathedral into such order as he could, stored up the monu- 
mental remains, which he found broken and defaced, in the north chapel ; at 
all events, Harris, when he visited the cathedral in Bishop Este's time, found 
them there " lying loose against the wall," and su^ested that they ought 
to be " refixed and preserved." Harris's suggestion was not, however, car- 
ried out until Bishop Pococke had repaired the cathedral. That prelate, as 

" we are informed by Shee, employed John O'Phelan to copy all iJie inscrip- 
tions then remaining in the cathedral, and had the monuments re-erected, most 
probably imder O'Phelan's inspection. The Monumentariimi then compiled 
was done in duplicate, O'Phelan retaining one copy, whilst the other passed 
into the hands of Pococke, and was probably the text from which Ledwich 

, printed the "Monuments and Inscriptions in the Cathedral." O'Phelan's 
private copy became the property of Dr. Shee, of Irishtown, Kilkenny, and 
was the text of his " Epitaphs on the Tombs in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Canice," the plates of which were drawn by a self-taught Kilkenny artist, 
n^med Coffey, and etched by William Martin, a private soldier, belonging to a 
regiment then quartered in Kilkenny. Neither the text of Ledwich nor of 
Shee afford correct renderings of O'Phelan's MS., which is, in the main, faithful 
to the originals, and can be charged with very few errors or omissions. Dr. 
Shee used the original manuscript as " copy" for his printers*, but they were 
either unable to decipher it, or Shee did not take care to compare the proofs 

' This is prored by tlie state of the MS., the poBaeasion of the Rev. James Graves. Shee's 
greater portion of whicb, with Shee's additions, book was printed in Dublin by Graisberry and 
and directions to the printer, is at present ia Campbell, in 1813. 
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with the manuscript before sending it for press, as many eerioua errors have 
crept in, especially with regard to the dates. 

O'Phelan, in compiling his Monumentarium of the cathedral, grouped the 
inscriptions together according as they occurred in the different portions of the 
church, an arrangement which would naturally be adopted by the person who 
superintended their re-erection. There could be little objection to OTKelan's 
plan, if the placing of the monuments was satisfactory, or one that precluded 
future change in their position ; but as his arrangement is far from what could 
be desbred, and, in consequence, has since rendered several changes necessary, 
and a total re-arrangement desirable, it has been deemed better to abandon 
situation, and adopt date as the groundwork of the classification used in this 
work. It is true that it has been found impossible to ascertain the precise year 
to which some of the monuments should be assigned, but this objection has 
been, at least partially, avoided in the following pages, by adopting centenary 
divisions. 

The monuments range, in point of date, firora the thirteenth century" to the 
present day ; and it may be convenient in this place to indicate the character- 
istics of each period, in order that the sequence of the Monumentarium may not 
be interrupted by adverting to it hereafter. 

Of the monuments of the thirteenth centuiy few have survived, and nearly 
all have suffered much from time and violence. We know not how many other 
effigial tombs there may have been in the cathedral besides those erected to the 
memory of three** of the prelates who filled this see during the century : of 
these but one has been preserved to our day. In Ware's time Bishop Mapil- 
ton's tomb was in existence ; but although he mentions Bishop St. Leger's, he 
does not, as in the former case, speak of having seen if. An outKne of the 

* That there were monuments of an earlier in the south transept Perhaps it represent! 

date connected with the origiool parish church Boger, of Wexford, who died in 1289, and, ac- 

of St Cauice we cannot doubt ; but all traces cording to Ware, " in ecclesia sua dicitur hama- 

of theii existence have perished. tus." Hibatua Sacra, p. 143. 

^ The peculiarity subsequenLly noted as cha- = " In ecdesia sua sepultus est, prope capellam 

racteriziog the only existing effigy of a bishop, beatee Marin, ubilumulum videmut statuft operis 

shows it to have belonged neither to Mapilton exquisiti ornatum." Of St. Leger's tomb Ware 

nor St. Leger. It must have stood in a niche merely observes — " tumulo conditus est prqM 

formed in a north wall, a position not possible MapHlonum, sUtuH ejusafikbre ornato" {Hibtr- 
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only existing eflBgial tomb of thia century is here given, and it will be seen that 
the bold and effective style of the sculpture, the early form of the mitre and 



chasuble, and the foliage on the pastoral staff and bracket which supports the 
feet — all lead us to assign the sculpture to the period at present under con- 
sideration. It represents the prelate arrayed in full episcopal robes from the 
mitre to the sandals, gloves, and ring* : the right hand, much mutilated, is raised 
in the act of blessing ; the left holds a simple, but elegant, pastoral staff. There 
is an individuality about the features that would lead one to conceive the face 
to be a portrait: the brow is broad and massive, and expression stem, but good. 
This effigy must have been intended originally to be placed in a mural niche 
formed in a north wall, the sculptor having designed, and finished with care, 
only such parts as can be seen from the right or south side of the figure''. It 



nta Saera, p. 142) ; the Cluendon MS., Add. 
No. 4789. adda, " in altero tumulo lapideo alto 
ante capeOam btata Maria" which fixes the 
original site of the two monumeDts in the aonth 
transept. The niche described at p. 93, supra, 
taty have contained either of the effigies. 

* To begin at the feet, which are encased in 
sandals of an old form, we have first the "alb," 
with the tasselled end of the girdle appeal^ 
ing beneath it The alb has no embroider; 
or " i^parels" either at the bottom or sleeves. 
Over the alb appear the two ends of the " stole :" 
over this the "tunic" or " rochet," and above 
it the " dalmatic" Above all appears the " cha- 



suble," a vestment of nearly circolarform, with 
an aperture in the middle for the head : in later 
times it was slit up at the sides, but here its 
folds rest on the arms. From the left baud de- 
pends the " maniple," a narrow strip like the 
stole; both hands are covered with the"gtoTeG,'' 
and over the glove, on the middle finger of the 
right hand, is worn the " ring." On the head 
is the " mitre," and in the left hand is the " pafr- 
toral staff," it« crook turned ovUvards, as was 
castomary with bishops. The stafi' is encircled 
by the Bcarf or " vexillum." — See Boutell's Mo- 
numental Braattt and Slabs, pp. 96-101. 

^ Perhaps its original place was the beautiful 
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is at preeent placed altar-wise near one of the windows of the north side aisle, 
and, therefore, seen to disadvantage. The cathedral does not contwn any other 
figure of this period ; but there is re- 
maining a curious palimpsest monu- 
ment, which may have borne an effigy, 
now chiselled away to make room for 
sculptures and an inscription of the six- 
teenth century*. The edges of this slab 
(which is of large size, measuring 3 feet 
by 8) bear Early English moldings, and 
the angles are ornamented by bold and 
well-carved foliage of the same period. 
Of the class which may be described as 
incised slabs, the fragments, here repre- 
sented, may be referred to the century 

under consideration : one shows the upper portion of the figure of a female, 
wearing the wimple, a neck-covering peculiar to the period; the other, the 
feet, whether of this figure or another it is difficult to say : in both the figure 
is indicated by deeply cut lines. There are several coffin-shaped"" slabs in the 





cathedral, bearing crosses with foliated terminations cut in relief, of which 
those having inscriptions will be noticed in the next chapter. One here figured 

Early English niche still existing in the north flTery reuon to suppose that it was originally 

transept placed to the memory of some person, or per- 

* At present this stone commemorates the sons, of the former name. 

Cottrall and Lawless families. There seems ' This term is used, in this and the suhw- 
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afibrde a connecting link between the effigial and cross slabs, the figure being 
indicated beneath the cross with the head alone fully sculptured. We also give 
an engraving of a cross-slab of peculiar form belonging to this period, from 




which an inscription of later date than the cross has been almost entirely effaced. 
Besides those now mentioDed, there are two uninscribed cross-slabs in relief, 
one in a very imperfect condition. The lettering used on monuments in this 
century was what has been termed the Lombardic capital. 

The monuments of the fourteenth century remaining in the cathedral are 
confined to simple incised slabs, either with or without foliated crosses, unless 
we include some fragments bearing portions of the human figure marked by 





incised lines, which may belong to the early part of this century, their imper- 
fect state rendering it impossible to assign the date with certainty. Our artist 
has combined four fragmentary portions together, so as to form two figures 
(Nos. 38 and 39), a male and female ; the conjectural portions being indicated 
by dotted lines. The crosses in fashion at this period are of the same form as 

quent ptgesof tbis work, to denote that form of of stone coffins; but were of ten simple memorial 
monumental slab which narrows towards the stones laid in the floor of the church over the 
foot. These slabs frequently served as the lids grave of the defunct. 
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those of the previous century, but they are universally incised (we speak of 
thrae occurring in this cathedral alone), instead of being carved in relief. Their 




general form is indicated by the engraving of the cross to be found on the tomb 
of John Talbot, g^ven at a subsequent page. The lettering used in the inscrip- 
tions was the Lombardic capital, and frequently the black letter. 

Of the fifteenth century there are very scanty remains in the cathedral of 
St. Canice, — indeed to this period but one tomb, that of Richard Talbot, can 
positively be assigned. The fifteenth centixry, so prolific in monumental sculp- 
ture elsewhere, has left in Ireland few examples of that art It was there 
a time of war and turbulence. Many of the Anglo-Norman feudal lords led 
their retainers out of Ireland, to perish with themselves in the Wars of the Roses ; 
and the Irish, taking advantage of their absence, made a general, though uncom- 
bined, efibrt to recover dieir ancient patrimonies, and in many districts suc- 
ceeded in driving out their conquerors, narrowing the English rule to the 
district subsequently termed the Pale. Many religious houses were, it is true, 
erected in this century, but noble, knight, and citizen, remain for the most part 
unchronicled in stone. 

The sixteenth century, on the contrary, is rich in monumental art: persons of 
all classes seem to have availed themselves freely of the chisel of the sciilptor to 
perpetuate their memory ; and our cathedral abounds in the effigial and cru- 
cially ornamented tombs of this period. The sixteenth centtuy effigies were aU 
designed to be placed on altar-tombs, the sides being supported by slabs, carved 
into canopied niches filled with figures of the Apostles, or else bearing what 
have been called the arms of the Crucifixion, i. e., the cross, the crown of 
thorns, scourges, hammer, nails, pincers, spear, ladder, cup placed on the end 
of a Btaff, reed that bore the sponge, pillar and thongs, palm branch, seamless 
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coat, dice, thirty pieces of silver ; also, Bometimes, the sword used by Peter, the 
ear cut off the servant of the high priest, the cock, and the heart of the Blessed 
Virgin pierced by swords, &c. At the west end, or head of the tomb, a panel 
carved with the Crucifixion and the two Marys is generally found, and at the 
foot a Bhield with the arms of the deceased ; shields of arms are also some- 
times introduced, in place of other ornaments, into the spandrels of the 
canopied niches. A characteristic example of this class of monument is given 
on the accompanying plate, being the effigial altar-tomb supposed to have been 
intended to perpetuate the memory of James, eighth Earl of Ormonde, but 
which remained uninscribed after his death. It is drawn to a scale of somewhat 
less than 2 inches to 3 feet, and is a favourable specimen of this class of monu- 
ment, of which other examples will be noticed in the subsequent pages of this 
work. The grotesque figures of animals carved in the spandrels of the niches 
which ornament the side of the tomb are worthy of notice'. The history of 
defensive armour and military weapons in Ireland is a subject on which litde 
has been accurately written, and which receives much interesting Ulustration 
from the e£Bgial tombs in the cathedral of St Canice. There can be little 
doubt that the Anglo-Normans introduced into this island the arms and armour 
then in use in England and France ; the suit of mail, or hauberk, which covered 
the body cap-a-pie, being its distinctive feature. In England and on the 
Continent chain mail gradually gave place to plate armour; the former almost 
entirely disappearing about 1450. In Ireland, however, our sculptured memo- 
rials (and we possess scarcely any other record) g^ve no reason to sup- 
pose that the fashions either of dress or armour progressed pari passu with 
those of the sister island. Remoteness of situation, difficulty of commimica- 
tioD, and comparative want of means, no doubt, retarded the progress of change, 
80 much so that the Irish sculptured effigies of the first half of the sixteenth 
century represent the fashions which prevailed in England in the reign of 
Richard II., and even earlier. The truth of this observation will be apparent 
when the reader has perused the description of the effigial tombs in the next 
chapter, and compared them, and their accompanying illustrations, with any good 
work on English monumental sculpture. In the effigial tombs of this period 

*■ The tecurrence, during the Ferpe&dicnlmr molduiga, sorfaoe oniunentation, and grotesqtu 
p«riod of Gotiiio arohitectare, to the shallow foroiB of the Bonumeaqne, u Terj remarkable. 
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the efBgjr of the wife is frequently found by the side of that of her lord, both 
being represented in that recumbeDt attitude ao peculiarly indicative of repose, 
often with the hands joined in prayer: Piera, Earl of Ormonde, and his Countessr 
Margaret, daughter of the Earl of Eildare, will be found thus represented at a 
subsequent page. Besides the effigy of this noble lady, the cathedral contains 
a nameless, but highly interesting, representation of a female belonging to a more 
humble rank of life. This effigy, here engraved to a scale of somewhat less 



than 2 inches to 3 feet, is robed in an ample supertunic, confined round the 
waist by a plain girdle and buckle, and reaching to the feet The hair is not 
apparent, a coverche^ neatly plaited or crimped, coming down low over the 
forehead, and descending in regular folds to tlie breast Over all is gracefully 
arranged the hooded mantle*, whidi is gathered up and held, with considerable 

* Some tweatj-fire years ago this mantle was fortable, and characteriBtic national garment, 

still in general use in the coonty of Kilkenny, for so it ms; be called, as its shape was tuuTer- 

The material was generally blue cloth, and sal, although the colour and material varied in 

(when the means of the wearer could aSbrd it) different counties, red cloth being used in por- 

of the finest description. Its ample breadth was tions of the vest of Ireland, and gray frieze in 

pluted into a small falling collar at the neck, the Queen's County, Carlow, and other districts, 

and beneath the latter was attached a large hood The dress represented on this effigial tomb 

gathered in front by a ribbon ; the hood hung evidently represents the ancient form of the 

down on the back, or was worn over the head, kirtle, or supertunic, and mantle, alluded to in 

at pleasura Married women wore a cap be- the following by-law, extracted from the Red 

neath this hood, but unmarried females used no BdojI of the Corporation of Kilkenny, foL 290: — 

other covering for the head, when the hood " 8tb May, 1612. — No maid servant to have 

was thrown back. Bo&nete, and shawls or capea, vaj coat or kyrt^ wiA plata or labU dievea, after 

have now nearly supplanted this graceful, com- tht Iriah fathion, on fine of 12(1; SdL paid to the 

t2 
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grace, in the hands. It is probable that the sculptors of all these monumeDts 
were natives: at alleventsthatofGrace, Baron ofCourtstown, bears the name of 
its maker, as follows: — SSorfcns <3)tfDU)u fabricauft (stain tttbam*. The greater 
proportion of monuments belonging to this century are ornamented with inter- 
laced crosses, which, with the inscriptions, are carved in relief ; sometimes the 
emblems of the Passion are present, or else the sun and moon, representing Christ 
and his Church. The inscription is generally carved in black letter. Examples 
of the crosses will be found engraved in the next chapter. There is one unin- 
Bcribed cross slab of this century in the cathedral. 

Although the seventeenth century is not without its crucially ornamented 
slabs, of the same character as those in use in the previous period, yet its dis- 
tinctive feature is the prevalence of mural monuments designed in the Bensis- 
sance or Jacobean style. The emblems of the trade of the deceased are sculp- 
tured on some of the monumental slabs of this century ; the examples will be 
found engraved in the following chapter. The most elaborate and magnificent 
monument of the period which the cathedral contained was that executed by 
Stone, a London sculptor, to the memory of Thomas, the tenth Earl of Ormonde, 
which is now totally destroyed. This tomb, we are told, was ornamented with 
the effigy of that nobleman, and was rich in painting and gilding ; there are 
stiU some traces of the latter species of decoration on the mural monuments of 
the Murphy, Blanchfield, and Shee, families. 

It is impossible not to be struck with the gradual debasement of monu- 
mental art, as exemplified in the remains of this centiuy, and the retrogression 
continued imtil, in the eighteenth, and the first half of the nineteenth, centuries. 



Corpontion, and 4d to the Mayor; the muter 
or mistresB gmng such Gc»t to forfeit 6i. 6d, 
to be divided u aforesaid. No womBo semnt 
to hare more thu eight yards at moet for the 
biggest woman. No woman eerrant to have ant/ 
doak dytd with Spanish wood, but black tawnej, 
(^ sheep's colour." 

The Corporation of the Jrisbtown of Kil- 
kenny, on the 12th of August, 1603, passed a 
by-law against excess in feasting at ohristen- 
ing children, whereby it was enacted, that the 



officers appointed for that pnrpose " shall take 
the cloaks, mantles, rolls or kerchefs" of all 
women frequenting christeniog feasts. — F^rsl 
Book oftht Corporation of Irithtovm. The "man- 
tle," and " roll or keichef," are both repre- 
sented on the tomb. 

* The effigial tomb of Donald Arohdekin, oUos 
Cody, and his wife, a member of the BlanchTille 
family, in the churchyard of Dnugarran, connty 
of Kilkenny, also bearsthe name of its sculptor: 
— )|h» [nc] «l aUatn Smtn nuMn. 1581. 
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we reach the lowest point to which it was possible for it to descend. Pagan 
emblems, such as the inverted torch and cinerary urn, usurped the place of the 
insignia of Christianity, and inflated encomiums on the deceased superseded 
the simple |^(c facet of our fathers. Happily, however, a revival has taken place 
in our day, and in a monument to the memory of one of Ireland's worthiest 
sons, the late John, Marquis of Ormonde, soon to be erected in the cathedral, 
we may hope for the inauguration of a better era. 

Having closed the chapter on the architecture of the cathedral by some 
observations on the best mode of restoring that venerable fabric to its pristine 
beauty, it may be allowed to introduce here a few brief remarks on the ne- 
cessity of a fitting and durable re-arrangement of the ancient monuments 
contuned within its walls. 

In considering the re-arrangement* of the tembs, they naturally fall into the 
two classes of altar-tombs and slabs, — the latter oilen ornamented by a cross. 
The greatest error which had been committed by O'Phelan was the separation 
of the effigies of Piers, eighth Earl of Ormonde, and his lady, Margaret Fitz- 
gerald, thus disuniting the effigies, when the original design, as evidenced by 
the inscription carried continuously round the edge of both slabs, never con- 
templated their separation, both being intended to rest on one tdtar-tomb. It 
is needless, however, to dwell further on this mistake, as it has been obviated 
by the change made by the late Marquis of Ormonde, who, a short period 
before his own death, collected the monuments of his family into the south 
transept, re-united the " Red Earl" and his countess, and at the same time 
restored to the effigial tomb of Eichard, Viscount Mountgarret, a side-sup- 
porting slab, with the arms of that nobleman carved on it, which had been 
previously appropriated to the monument of the Earl of Ormonde. Little 
more remains to be effected to render the effigial tombs a credit to the cathe- 
dral, if we except the very desirable removal of the effigy of the bishop from 
its present position to the vacant mural niche in the north transept, for 
which it seems to have been originally designed. The case is, however, far 
different with regard to the second class of monuments already alluded to, — 
the many slabs which lie prostrate on the floor, and which are sculptured 

* Thia subject hu already been brought for- fore the Kilkenny ArchfeologiMl Society, See 
mid by one of the kutbors, in a paper read be- 2Vaiu. oftht EHk. AnA. Society, toI. L, p. 218. 
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with the richest variety of iDterlaced and floriated crosses to be found, per- 
haps, in the kingdom. We can aver, to our own knowledge, that several of 
the iDScriptions and ornaments on these slabs, perfectly legible and discernible 
when first we knew them, are now quite obliterated. This work of defacement 
gradually and surely progresses, being the inevitable consequence of the 
appropriation of the monuments as common flooring flags. The losses of 
history. Gibbon has remarked, are, indeed, irretrievable. When the productions 
of fancy or science have been swept away, new poets may invent, and new 
philosophers may reason ; but if the inscription of a single &ct be once oblite- 
rated, it can never be restored by the united eflbrts of genius and industry. 
The consideration of our past losses should incite the present age to cherish 
and pei^tuate the valuable relics which have escaped. The words of the 
historian of the Soman Empire are strikingly applicable to the monuments 
which are gradually becoming obliterated, in place of being preserved, in the 
cathedral of Ossory, — the foot of every thoughtless visitor who saunters through 
its aisles, understanding little of what he sees, and, perhaps, caring less, and 
the busy thronging of the Sunday congregations, rapidly e£&cing from them 
every record of the past This sad result might easily, and without much 
expense, be prevented by the removal of all tomb slabs from the thoroughfares 
between the principal doors and the choir, and their arrangement in places 
where it is unnecessary for the foot of the passenger or worshipper to tread. 
They should be grouped together in centuries, and, in most instances, raised 
a few inches above the floor, in order to show the chamfer or molding round 
the edge, and give an intelligitde hint that they shoiild not be regarded as 
common flooring flags. 

When one considers the number, beauty, and value of those remans, forming 
in themselves almost a complete museum for the study of Anglo-Irish sepul- 
chral antiquities, we cannot but suppose that most persons will agree with MB 
that, to make a perfect arrangement and classification of them, to take efficient 
measures for their future careful preservation, might be called a national work. 
Li any movement for such a purpose the Dean and Chapter might safely reckon 
on the support and sympathy of the public at large. To complete the con* 
gruous arrangement of tbe eflSgial tombs would be attended with vety small 
expense indeed: to take up and classify the slabs, at present trodden upon by 
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every passing foot, would be easy of accomplishment We have t^en the 
trouble to ascertain from a professional builder the expense of the re-arrange- 
ment of the monuments, and learn that it would not exceed £20 ; and we 
have no doubt but that this sum would quickly be subscribed. In a wide 
sense, these monuments ore national property, intimately connected with the 
country's history. In a more drcumscribed point of view they are of value to 
Kilkenny men, being endeared to them by early associations, by a natural reve- 
rence for the remains of the olden time, and, in some instances, by the memory 
of the pleasure conferred by the study of that art and history on which they are 
calculated to shed not a little light. — J. G- 
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CHAPTER n. 

INSCRIBED MONUUBNTB. 

TOMBS OP THB Thirteenth Centdbt. — There are but five tombs of this 
period which bear inscriptions. All of them are more or less injured, 
and but one remains in a tolerablj good state of preservation: — 

[1.] + bia I lAaec •= uvs ; heNRiai i De = poNCO ; De ; ltra = 

qi ■ OBUC ; IN I Die i DeaoLLAoois : si = loTiis ; BApcisce = anno ; 

DNI = TTl S cfa 5 LXkxV . . 

Tbahslatiob: — «|> Here lieth son of Heniy d« Ponto de Lyra (or of Lyra) 

who died on the feast of the beheading of St Jolm the BapUst, A.D. M.CC.LXXXY . . 

This, if not the most ancient monument in the cathedral, is, at least, the most 
ancient bearing a date'. The injuries to which it has been subjected may be 
judged of from the circumstance that it has been broken into two parts, which 
are to be found widely separated. The portion on which the beginning and 
end of the inscription have been cut now forms a flooring flag in the north 
transept, near the entrance arch of the parish ch\m:h ; whilst the other half, 
with the remuning part of the inscription, lies under the gallery stairs in the 
north side chapeL The inscription runs round the edge of the slab, and the 
only central ornament was a heater-shaped shield in relief, charged with armo- 
rial bearings ; but this has been- nearly chiselled away, it would seem, with the 
view of allowing a door to open freely. A portion of the shield remains, on 
which appear to be sculptured two quatrefoUs ; but these formed only a small 
part of its original heraldic charge. 

' TbiBtombeBcapedtheobKiratianofO'Phe- Ledwich or Shee : theinBcription isnowfor the 
lao, and, consequently, has not been noticed by first time printed. 
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The sculptor apparently made a mistake in cutting upon the stone the word 
Ponto for Ponte. The name of De Ponte occurs in the Irish Records at a 
very early period. John de Ponte seema to have filled some importaat legal 
o£Sce in this country at the period to which the monument belongs; and we even 
find him discharging official duties in connexion with the City of Kilkenny. In 
the year 1302 he was nominated by the king to hold an investigation into the 
circumstances attending the discovery of treasure in Kilkenny. WiUlam Utlawe, sa. p<a., si 
or Outlawe, a merchant of that town, made a complaint to the crown that Wil- ' ' 
liaro Kiteler*, sheriff of the Liberty of Kilkenny, by the direction ofFulk de la 
Freyne, seneschal of the Liberty, had forcibly entered his house by night with 
an armed retinue, and, having dug therein, discovered and carried away a sum 
of £3000, which he had there hidden underground for Adam le Blund, of 
Callan, and Alice his wife, in trust for whom he had received it ; whilst at the, 
same time the said sheriff had found and appropriated £100 of Utiawe's own 
money, the restoration of all of which he applied for. The instructions to 
De Ponte were, that he should search out the truth of the allegations, and 
see that the moneys were, in the meantime, deposited in a safe place, under 
his own seal and that of the seneschal of the Liberty, imtil it should be deter- 
mined to whom they of right belonged, — ^the king being inclined to think 
that, coming under the denomination of *' treasure found," they ought to be 
adjudged the property of the crown. The result of these curious proceedings 
is not recorded. The words on the monument, " de Lyra," may be a part of the 
surname of the person for whom it was erected ; but, perhaps, it may be sug- 
gested as more probable that they indicate that personage to have been the 
proprietor of the manor of Lyrath, near Kilkenny, subsequently the property 
of the Tobin family, and now the estate of Sir Charles Cuffe, Bart It is 
scarcely necessary to point out that "ra" is the common pronunciation of the 
Irish word " rath" applied to an earth-fortified dwelling-place. 

* Utlawfl being the ion of the celebrated re- monetary trantacttoDS, in fact, to have acted on 

pitted Kilkenny witch. Dame Alice Kjteler, this an extensive scale u banker*, lending large Bomi 

Wi]Uainwu,nodanbt,aconnezionofhib Adam of money to the crown and to the nobility and 

Le Bland waa the second husband of Dame gentry of Iieland, Thiaaccountsforthepowerfnl 

Alice; and both UtUwe and be appear, from lay interest exerted to gaveDame Alice and her 

vmrions entries on Close and Patent Bolls of supposed accomplices from the doom prepared 

Chancery, to have been frequently engaged in for them by the Bishop of Ossory. 
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Sot. fli(.. 
19 Ed. III., 
m. 71, n. 



[2.] . . . . lAaec ! R08IA t BVL < ANime = pRopmiecvR ■. ds . 

Tbabsuiioh :—[•!• Here] Ueth Roua Bui [on whose] soul may Ood have mercy. 

A fragment very much injured, being but three feet in length by half a foot 
wide. The centre of the slab, round the verge of which the inacription ran, 
seems to have been originally omamented with an incised cross, of which a 
small part of the base only remains upon the portion of the tomb still extant". 

The name Bull or Bulle is to be found in Ireland about the period to which 
tbe tomb belongs. John Bulle was bail for the sheriff of Limerick in 1335 ; 
and in 1417, according to an original municipal rent-roll of the 5 Henry Y., 
in the oflBce of the Registrar of the diocese of Ossory, Thomas Bull, of 
FowkestowD, was a tenant to the Corporation of Kilkenny for a garden situate 
within St. Patrick's gate. It is possible that the lady for whom the moniiment 
was here placed belonged to the family of Bull, seated at Fowkestown, in the 
county of Kilkenny. 

[8.] •!• \\ia i lAaec ; glbna = filia '■ cdwardi s avivs i ATe : pRopiai- 

CTVR J De i IN 3 TICA : eCeRNATTl i ATh. 

Trasbiitiok: — ■{■ Here lieth Elena the daughter of Edward, on whose soul may 
Gtoi have meroy foi life etemg]. Amen. 

Although broken across in several places, this tomb is in a pretty good state 
of preservation. It is a coffin-shaped slab, of small size, a hollow chamfer 




running round the edge. A cross, in relief, of a very uncommon and graceful 
character, although of simple design\ fills the centre, and the inscription runs 

*ThiHtomb is kltogetfaer omitted by Shee; ^ A ctobb of a nearljr similar form oocnrs on a 

and Ledwicb, following a mistake in O'Fhelan'a monnment at Dorckester, OzfordBhira See Spe- 

manuecript, give* the name of the person for cimena of Orave Stones, iasned hf the Oxford 

whom it was erected as Jbuis Ami. Architectural Society. 
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in two lines along the left eide Irom top to bottom. The sculptor omitted the 
letter r in the word etemam, which he subsequently interlined. The accom- 
panying engraving, drawn to a scale of half an inch to a foot, affords an accurate 
illustration of the monument 

Who Ellen, the daughter of Edward, was, we have been unable to discover, 
but the absence of a surname would indicate that she was not of gentle degree. 
She was, probably, of the wealthy burgess class, as the tomb was, no doubt, a 
somewhat costly one for the period. 

[4.] e 5 LTTN8 I G . . C i lOI i DeV 5 DC i SA ! ALTH 

TIUHSLATioK: — Here Uetb [ ]e Lyons, on whose soul may Ood [have 

mercy]. 

The only tomb, or rather portion of a tomb, now remaining, which bears 
a Norman-French inscription*. The fragment measures 2 feet 4 inches, by 
2 feet 2 inches, being th.e upper part of what appears to have been originally a 
coffin-shaped slab, but to have been reduced to its present dimensions to form 
a conveniently sized flooring flag! It was ornamented with an incised inter- 
laced cross, exactly similar to that on the tomb of John Talbot (No. 8, mjra), 
except that in the centre of the cross, which is left unsculptured on Talbot's 
tomb, there is a floriated ornament resembling a rose. 

This is, perhaps, the monument of an ancestor, in Kilkenny, of the family 
of Lyons, also frequently spelled, in old documents, Lyoun. In the years 1338 
and 1347 John Lyons filled the office of one of the two portreves of Kilkenny, LittrPHmt 
the original title of the civic functionaries who, by the charter of 9 James I., 
were named sheriffs. Robert Lyoun was admitted a burgess of Kilkenny in 
1383, and Philip Lyoun in 1389. 

[5.] ALLAN : aVlV8 = ANime = pR 

TaiveuTtOB: — [Here Uetb ] Allan, on whose soul [may God] have mercy. 

This is a mere fragment of a floor-slab*, now measuring 2 feet by 1 foot 

* It appeaTi to have been overlooked by iDicription, but Ledwich and Shee do not seem 

CFheUu, and was, therefore, not given by to have thought it worthy of insertion in their 

liedwich or She& catalogues, — so that it has not been heretofore 

^ OThelan transcribed what is legible of this printed. 
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4 inches. It appears to have been devoid of any ornamental sculpture, and the 
inscription, which is in incised Lombardic characters, is so very imperfect that it 
would be idle to hazard any speculation as to the individual whom it was designed 
t, to commemorate ; but we may mention that a John Allan, or Aleyn, fiUed the 
o£Bce of portreve of Kilkenny in 1336, and that of Bovereign in 1340. 

ToHBS OF THE FoDBTKBNTH CENTiniT. — There are six inscribed monuments 
of this period, which, although not all uninjured, are in a better state of preser- 
vation than those of the previous century. 

[6.] + hia ■■ lAaec = dns ' simoN = dvning = quonda = pReaeNCOR ■■ iscius ; 
eaae : qui > OBiic = in = resco = seAce = niARie = niAGDALeNe = anno = dni ; 
m = ada ■■;c^;c •■ quARco. 

Tbamslatioh : — •)• Here lieth Master Simon Duning, formerly precentor of this 
churoh, who died on the feast of St Maty Magdalene, A.D. li.ccc.zxxiT. 



A large, plain floor-slab, which has not received any injury. It t 
7 feet by 2 feet 8 inches, and the inscription, in incised Lombardic characters, 
runs all round the edge'. 

The Dunniugs, DonuiugB, or Downings, as the name seems to have been 
indifferently spelled originally, were a family of ancient note amongst the bur- 
gesses of Kilkenny, and gave name to the townland of Dunningstown, near the 

ii(aAgji;sEd. city. In 1312 we find Boger Duning residing at Booly, near Kilkenny, now 
known as Booly-Shee, and situate in the neighbourhood of Dunmngetown. 

Rot. ifym., 18 In 1319 Simon Dunning, of Kilkenny, was cited to answer to the king and the 
'' "' ' merchants of the company of the Ricards of Luca, for the sum of £20 alleged 
to be due of him to that firm. The seneschal of the Liberty of Kilkenny 
received a precept to hear and decide the case, and Simon Duaning Jiaving 
appeared in his court, " proved that he had been quit of the debt, and so he 
departed." But, whether this personage was the Simon Duniug of the monu- 
ment under consideration, or another member of the family bearing the same 
name, we cannot vouch, as in the pleading there is no addition given to his style 

* O'Pbelan erroneoasly copied the date on this Ledwicb and Shee, thus taking an entire centniy 
tomb as ilcccc.xzxit., and it is eo printed by from the real age ofthe monumeot. 
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and title which would show him to have been an ecclesiastic. However, the Dun- 
niogs are found in Kilkenny during the previous century. Amongst the " Pleas 
of the Crown," of the year 1289, recorded in the Liber Primus^ or moat ancient 
book of the Corporation of KUkenoy, is contained a statement of an investigar 
tion held by Arnald le Poer, seneschal of the Liberty, sitting in his court on 
the Monday next after the feast of St. Michael, the 18th Edward I., into a com- 
plaint made against the retfuners of Walter de la Pille, that they had gone forth 
from Kilkenny with horses and arms, and, coming to the com fields of William 
Dunning, and other burgesses of that town, had despoiled them of a quantity 
of com in ear, breaking down the stacks and carrying away the sheaves, contrary 
to the peace ; and that the hue and cry having been raised, and the burgesses 
having assembled and attempted to stop the depredators, a townsman, named 
Bartholomew Folyng, had been dangerously wounded by a lance-thrust from 
one of the plunderers. In the years 1293, 1295, 1305, and 1312, Allan Don- commM, Book, 
ning or Douning filled the office of sovereign or chief magistrate of Kilkenny ; 
and in 1323 and 1324 William Dounings held the same position in the munici- 
pality. At this period, as appears from the inscription, we find a member of 
the family, to whom this monument was erected, a dignitary of the cathedral 
of St Canice. 



p.] lAaec •■ ROBBRCus ■• DOBBTN = pAC = ec : Ave ■■ 

Trahslatioh : — [Here] lieth Robert Dobbyn [ ] Pater and Ave [....] 

This monument is nearly covered by the altar tomb of Eichard Viscount 
Mountgarrett, and does not appear to have borne any ornameoc The inscription 
has been so worn under foot as to be all but illegible throughout, aud completely 
so in some parts' ; however, from a most careful examination, we entertain no 
doubt that, so far as we have given the inscription, we have done so correctly. 

John Dobbin was one of the portreves of Kilkenny in 1376, and appears c<kuuif, e 
on the list of burgesses of that town in 1383. In 1403 he was placed on the 
" second twelve," and in 1405 on the " upper twelve" of the municipal council, utm 
In 1533 James Dobbin was portreve of Kilkenny. Thus it would appear that 

■It Beema to hmre baffled the ingeoQity of hiaMS^ The portion of the iDSoriptton whic^ 
O'Phdwo, u no notice of the tomb appears in remains legibleisnowbrthefiiattime printed. 
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a family of the name was early settled and held a respectable positioa is the 
city, from which, however, we lose all trace of the name after the last date 
above given. But, in the county, we find a branch of the Dobbins near Inis- 
tiogue in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and under the denomination 
of the " sept of the Dobbina" they make a conapicuous figure in the Depositions 
of 1641 as plunderers of St Canice's Cathedral on the breaking out of the 
Great Bebellion. However, connected with the city, from the time that we 
loae aight of the Dobbins there, we find a family named Tobin, the residence 
of whose head was at the castle of Lyrath, near at hand*, and we are disposed 
to consider that they were of the same stock and lineage. The family of De 
Sancto Albino, or De St. Aubyn, who were amongst the first of the Anglo- 
Norman settlers to become Hibernis ipsts Hibemiores, quickly changed the name 
which had been left them by their progenitors, or at least suffered it to be cor- 
rupted into Tobin. The Tobins of the Compaey, a district on the borders of 
Tipperary and Kilkenny, are described by the annalist Clyn, in the fourteenth 
century, as a restless and turbulent clan, more dreaded by the neighbouring 
English settlers than the aboriginal Irish, and, from the proximity of their ter- 
ritory to his residence at the Franciscan friaries of Kilkenny and Carrick, he 
must have been well acquainted with them. The letters t and d being con- 
vertible, the transition from Tobin into Dobbin seems even more easy and 
natural than from De St. Aubyn into Tobin*. 

[8.] •)• l^ic \attt IoIi» Talbot ntf^ aic ppftftt' ta. 

TaiRSLATiov: — •{■ Here lieth John Talbot, on whose soul may Qod have mercy. 
This is a fioor-slab ornamented with an incised interlaced cross of a very 

■ Id 1556Bobert Tobin WMpoitreveofltUh- tbe Irish Archnological Society, Batu&ctorily 

toirn. Id 1 608 Thomu Tobin " de Leyes Bath, traces the name of TobiD from that of De St. 

gent.," was called to the same office, as wm Aubyn. We hare not pat forward the specn- 

Richaid TobiD in 1645. Lyrath would seem to Ution that Dobbin was another cornipted form 

have derived its name from the family of Ley or of the same name, without submitting our COD- 

Lye, who were DUmeroiu, aacieot, and respecfr- elusion on the subject, and our reasons fararriv- 

able in Kilkenny, sDd were probably its original ing at it, to Dean Butler, and receiving his qua- 

possessors. lified approval of the suggestion. The omission 

^Tbe DeanofClonmacnoise, in the Notes and of the S from SL, and retention of thaTsonnd, is 

Appendix to Grace's Annals, edited by him for common, as in Taunton for 6k Anthony. 
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graceiiil pattern. The inscription is also inciae^, in old EDglish characters, 
in some degree approaching to the Lombardic, which had been fashionable 
in the previous century and the beginning of that to which this tomb belongn. 




A branch of the noble English family of Talbot seems to have settled very 
early in the district, and to have become connected with the municipality of 
Kilkenny*. The charter granted by Theobald Walter to hia burgesses of Gow- 
ran, in the reign of Richard I., is witnessed by a Robert Talbot. In 1322 
Thomas Talbot received a royal pardon for all trespasses against the rights of 
the crown by bim committed, in consideration of the services which he had 
rendered to the king, in company with William de Bermlngham, in fighting 
against the O'Nolans, and other native Irish clans inhabiting the district on the 
eastern border of the county of Kilkenny. In 1327 Richard Talbot, who, it 
appears, had married Elizabeth Comyn, cousin of Adamar de Valence, Earl of 
Pembroke, held of the king in capite, amongst other property, the town of Jeri- 
pont in the Liberty of Kilkenny. The first notice which we can find of the 
John Talbot for whom this tomb was placed in the cathedral of St. Canice, 
occurs in the early part of the reign of Edward III., when we discover him 
filUng the office of sheriff of the Cross'' of Balkenny, and rendering an account 
from the eighth to the fourteenth year of that king, or from 1334 to 1340; and 
this account would seem to have shown a deficit on his part, as in 1343 the 



CBrte'i Lifi »f 

troductko), p. 

zvtiL 

RaL Pat.. 16 

Ed. II. latba 



MSS., 7Vi>. 
CWDaR, F. 

1. 18. 



PipiRoUi, 
Btn-nilngluim 
Tower, 



* The connexion formed hy Gilbert Talbot, tennatriage betveen the Butler and Talbot fami- 

■ooeetor of the Earla of Shrewabmy, with Kil- lies, by the alliance of Elizabeth, daughter of 

kenny, tbrongh his marriage with Petronilla, James, fourth Earl of Ormonde^ with John, 

daughter of James, the first Earl of Ormonde, second Earl of Shrewsbury, 
may hare led to the settlement there of a mem- ** L e. The church lands within the Libert; : 

ber of hia family. Thers was a robaequent in- the king appointed the sheriff of the Cross. 
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AM. utm , 18 seneschal of Eilkenny was ordered to arrest John Talbot and bring him before 
m.48. ' ' the Court of Exchequer to account for his arrears. In 1345 we have him 
RM. «™ , 19 before the barons rendering a fresh account, and acknowledging himself indebted 
to the crown in the sum of £10 109. Sd., which being unable or unwilling to 
discharge, he was committed to the custody of the marshal on the 20th Octo- 
ber. Whether he remained in prison for three years we cannot say, but on the 
Rot.Mtm.,ifi 10th March, 1348, we find a mandate issued from the treasurer to the seoes- 
ni. 16, <forn>. ' chal of thc Liberty of Kilkenny, directing the suspension of the distraint made 
on the property of John Talbot for the amount of his shrievalty arrears. 
Treonter; Finally, he appears to have been forgiven the sum of £10 Gs. 9d., which was 
natioHt. in the wlthlu a few shtllings of the amount of his debt. His credit does not seem to 

Kxdiequer, 1 to ° 

sn Ed. III. have suffered much by his delinquency in the shrievalty, for in 1353 we find 
& 2*9 Ed. ill., John Talbot accepted as security for John Fitz Oliver de la Freigne in the senes- 
a'ot. Mtm. 39 chalship of Kilkenny, and in 1366 he went bail for both the seneschal of the 
m. 16, ' Liberty and the sheriff of the Cross of Kilkenny. In 1357 John Talbot filled 
bSJ-^!™' the office of portreve of Kilkenny, and the next year hie name appears on the 
fc^'i^"'iu" list of the commons or burgesses of the town. In 1367 his son, Robert Fitz- 
'xJ.'M^.'.ts John Talbot, was elected to his father's former office, that of sheriff of the Cross; 
t.%^ "' ' and in 1375 John himself answered in the Court of Exchequer, as attorney for 
JM. Mrm., 5 k Patrick de Freygne, Knight, seneschal of Kilkenny. In 1381 John again became 
M- security, in conjunction with John Wafferton, for his son Robert, who received 

from the crown the custody of two parts of the property of Hugh, Earl of Staf- 
ford, which had been seized into the king's hands by virtue of the Statute against 
Absentees. John Talbot was, no doubt, a very old man at this period, and he 
would appear to have died and received sepulture in the cathedral of St Canice 
immediately after, as we can discover no subsequent mention of his name in 
the public records. His son, Robert, however, makes a much more important 
staMkunt. figure in the annals of Kilkenny, early chroniclers having handed down his 
MfTf Uaru- name to be honoured of posterity as the " worthie gentleman," who, in the year 
1400, "inclosed with walls the better part of the towne, by which it was greatly 
fortified." A later annalist, Dowling, affirms that Robert Talbot executed this 
work at his own expense ; a statement which is scarcely credible, when we 
consider the station of the individual and the large outlay which the erection 
of the mural boundary of such a town as Kilkenny must have involved. It is 
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much more probable that, whilst the walls were built under his direction and 
supervision, the means were supplied by the state, the lord of the Liberty, or 
the Corporation of the municipali^. Robert Talbot is seen at the period in 
question filling prominent offices and exercising powers derived from these three 
sources: in 1381 and 1388 we find him nominated by the king as a custos iM.Piit.,5Bk. 
pacis, or justice of the peace, for the county of Kilkenny; in 1381 be was far- sos; uxiW 
mer of the property of Hugh, Earl of Staflbrd. the proprietor of the manor and „. iss. 
castle of Kilkenny, whilst in 1385 he was directed by the crown to pay out of sot. m«,l., e 
the profits of that trust a sum of 33a. ^d. to Thomas ffreynsshe, for his labour 
about the king's business in the Exchequer; for the years 1374, 1375, and cow,t^tBoak, 
1386 he filled the office of sovereign or chief magistrate of the town of Kil- "°°° 
kenny ; and from 1384 to 1408 his name ia always placed first on the list of the i^ Fnmmt 
twelve chief burgesses of the Corporation, answering to the modem aldermen. 
This benefactor of Kilkenny — for, whether he supplied the funds himself or 
merely administered those intrusted to him by the state or municipality for the 
purpose, it is obvious that through his instrumentah^ an important benefit 
was conferred upon the town — died in the year 1415, and doubtless, although Mariibvsk; 
the fact is not recorded, was interred, with his father, within the aisles of St. 
Canice. Other members of the family were at the same period office-bearers 
in the Corporation of Kilkenny, but we shall have occasion to refer to them in 
noticing the tombs of the ensuing century. 

[9.] I^it : . . . . us : toiWm : axlitl : ^V : mtor : ^cliil : ac : anIiEtrfacon' : 
mOT : l{ : ettliar' : UabUnts' : ca»* : owuii' : ftm' : tlon' : IJ : coAag' : canonf .... 
raf^ : aic : ffUaV : tTs : am : 

Trakslatioh : — Here [lieth] Master WilliBm Carliel, rector of Youghal, and archdeacon 
of Meath, also canon of the churches of Dublin, Cashel, Ossory, FemSi Cloyn, and Cork, 
[ ] on whose soul may God have mercy. Amen. 

A coffin-shaped slab, 6 feet 1^ inches long, by 2 feet 6 inches at top, and 
2 feet at bottom. It would seem to have been intended originally to lie even 
with the floor, but it has been modemly elevated on a plain base, two feet high. 

' See more on thii subject in a paper, by one of Kilkenny," in the Traiuactigiu of the KUJctiuy 
the Authors, on " The Builder of the Walls of Archaoiogieal Sodtti/, vol. L p. 34. 
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The tomb is altogether devoid of ornament or sculpture, except the inscription, 
which is in large old English characters, deeply incised, some of the letters pre- 
seuting curiously floriated flourishes. 

Master William Carliel, or, as the name is more generally spelled, Earlell, 
although holding so many ecclesiastical benefices, seems to have been, as was 
not unusual with clergymen in his time, far more largely occupied in the dis- 
charge of civil duties and legal functions. We meet his name first in the public 
iM. Mtm., 38 records In the year 1364, when the Barons of the Exchequer received an order 
nu 4. "" to compute the amount due to William de Karlell and Nicholas Lumbard, who 
had been commissioned to supervise and accelerate the collection of the debts 
due to the king in the counties of Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Tipperary, 
Cork, and Limerick, at a fee of Bs. 8d. each, per diem. The barons accordingly 
reported, on their oaths, that the said William and Nicholas had been so 
employed on the king's business from the 14th day of August of the 38th of 
the king's reign, to the 26th September next following, being forty-four days, 
F!pt BM, Bcr^ which left a sum of £29 Gs. 8d. due to them. In 1369, having surrendered 
Tower. thc custody of the lands which had belonged to Ralph, Earl of Stafford, in the 

county of Kilkenny, into the king's hands, he received an acquittance for the 
sum of £20, which had come into his possession as seneschal and custos of that 
lioL ciamt., 46 pFopctty, from thc 27th September in that year, to Easter next after. In 1372 
■' "■ ' we have William de Karlell elevated to the dignity of second baron of the 
Id., m. 4t. Exchequer ; and grants were made to him of £20 for collecting the subsidies 
Id. m. 67. in the counties of Kilkenny, Wexford, and Waterford, and a like sum in remu- 
neration of his labour and expenses in selling the fruits of the benefices in 
Ireland. In the same year, on the 8th of March, the king addressed an order to 
id, m. 20. William de Karlell and Geofrey de la Launde, late farmers of the lands of 
Ralph, Earl of Staflbrd, pointing out that three years previously the royal per- 
mission had been given to the Earl to re-enter upon the possession of his pro- 
perty, previously forfeited in consequence of his absence from Ireland ; but the 
rents of the lordship of Tamelyn, of the town of Kilkenny, and of the third part 
of the lordship of Kilkenny, not having been then accordingly transferred to him, 
it was his majesty's pleasure that they should now see that duty performed. In 
the same year Karlell caused Sir William Wellesley to be arrested for not answer- 
ing in the Exchequer for the estate just come into his possession by the decease 
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of his &ther, Sir John Wellesley ; and Id the followiog year Richard Bateman l 
was found guilty of contumelious words, having said that " William de E&rlell, 
the Baron of die Exchequer, was not worthy ofarrestinff so great a Magnate as 
William de Wellesley, and that only he acted then in the King's service he 
should regret his doing so while he lived." In 1373 William Earlell, baron n 
of the Exchequer, was commissioned to ascertain by inquisition the value of s, 
all the property, as well lay aa clerical, iu the king's hands, in the coimties of 
Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Tipperary, Cork, and Limerick ; to collect the 
king's debts, impriBoning those who should refuse to pay ; and also to inquire 
in the town of Youghal how many pipes of wine James, Earl of Ormonde, had 
received of the prizage of wines coming in ships or barges to the said town, 
from the time that the Earl had the prizage granted to him. The same year c 
William de Kartell granted to the Earl of Ormonde 100 marks, a yearly rent 
issuing from one messuage, two curtilages, and a dovecot in Youghal*. In 1374 s 
he petitioned the Lord Lieutenant, William de Wyndsore, and the Council of 
Ireland, for remuneration for his trouble and losses, incurred in the service of 
the state. He showed that he had been appointed by patent to clear the green- 
wax accounts within the coiuities of Waterford, Cork, Kilkenny, and Tipperary, 
and to take the election of the sheriffis of the crosses of Kilkenny, Tipperar)', 



* The origin&l grant ia preserved in tbe Or- 
monde Evidence Cbsmber, Kilkenny Cutle, and 
we think it worth trftogoribing here, as it gives 
•ome cuiioiu puticuUrg with respect to boun- 
daries. It is as follows : — 

" Noalint vniuJsi p p'sentes me Willm' de 
Karlele rectorem GcctiebeateUarie del Yoghyll 
ooncMsisset dedisse^dno Jacobo leBotiller Comit' 
Dormond cent' msrcas annul redd' leuand'&c in 
vno mesnag' duob* curtilagiis 1 vno columbario 
cu ptin* in le TogbjU que se extendut in longi- 
tudine a Tia Itegia ex pte boreali Tsque ten* 
Jofeis Norwicbe ex pte australi 1 in latitadine a 
ten' doi Johit Norwiche "i Johis Desabe de Can- 
tilapo ex pte oriental! vsque veneUam que ducit 
ad ecclesiam beate Marie del Yoghyll ex pte oo- 
cideotali que qo'dam fuerut dni Johis Tonstall 



nup psone eccKe pdce t que ego dc3s Wlllfe 
heo ex dono t feoffamento dni Johis de Hirst 
ctici, bend* Ac, eidem com' &&, imppetuu Ac, Id 
cujus rei testimoniii p'sent' sigitt meu appoaui. 
IHt' xviii die marcii anno r' r* Edwardi t jcii poit 
conquest' Angt quadragesimo sexto t ffrancie 
t7o..ia,o .7oio.- 

The seal appended is of red wax, and bears, 
beneath a rich canopy, the Virgin and Child 
in one niche, and St Catherine in the other. 
Bound the edge, in black letter, runs the fol- 
lowing legend : — " £ig;inuin : . . . ( : bt : S«r- 
bll'." The seal is small, measuring ]< inches 
in diameter. Tbe matrix seems to have been 
beautifully executed, but, unfortunately, the 
impression affixed to this deed was uuoh flat- 
tened whilst the wax was soft. 
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and Weysford, and the counties of Waterford and Cork, in the time of Eobert 
de Assbeton, late lord justice ; that he had taken divers inquisitions for the 
king's benefit, in some of which it was found that James le Botyller, Earl of 
Ormonde, had received above £200 of the prize wines at Waterford (with 
which he was cliarged of right to the king) under colour of the king's letters ; 
and t^at he had lost two horses, worth twenty marks, about the said afiUrs, and 
the arresting of a ship at Waterford for six weeks, and one horse worth £5 in 
going from Catherlagh to Tristernagh, by the lord justice's order, to take the 
oath of James de la Hyde, late seneschal of the Liberty of Meath, who, on 
accoiint of the wars in Meath, could not come to Catherlagh to take hia oath, 
in which journey two weeks were expended ; and that he also, by direction of 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council, had gone towards the county of Weysford, 
at great pains and expense, to inqiiire about foiind treasure. For all these ser- 
vices, on the 8th of June, he was rewarded with a grant of £20. In the same 
Rot. 00.^,48 year a Parliament assembled in Dublin, in the octaves of St Hilary, to which 
mto'i82." were summoned, amongst many peers and knights, " William de E^rlell, clerk, 
and John de Karlell, clerk, who were of the king's counsel ;" and in the follow- 
Ret. Pal., 49 i°g V^^ William was confirmed in the possession of " the prebend of Killaugy, 
Ed. III., m. 16. jogetjigj. ^ij[j tjig church of Coidstuff, to it annexed, and the canonry of . . . 
AM. Mtm., .... in the cathedral of Ferns." In 1380 we find the seneschal of EUkenny 
m.*84.^'^ "■' ordered to distrain the goods of William Karlell, because that be having been 
appointed to receive the temporalities of the archbishopric of Cashel, and two 
parts of the profits of the prebend of Fennor, which .were seised into the king's 
hands on account of the absenteeism of those to whom they belonged, had not 
duly rendered an account of his trust. He appears soon to have got out of this 
Ret. Mtm., 7 ft scrapc, for in 1383 we have him filling the office of chief baron of the Exche- 
s. quer, and as such commissioned, in company with John Bretton, chief remem- 

brancer, to ascertain the value of the property of Edmond de Mortimer, late 
Earl of March and Ulster, in Ireland. In the same year King Richard II. 
Rat. Mm., 7 ft ordered, that — " Inasmuch as aai beloved consort, Anne, has appointed Wil- 
10 «forw."' "^ Ham de Karlell her general attorney to levy and receive, by himself or his 
deputies, to her use, the queen's gold*, from the 22nd day of January in the 

* " Qneen-gold (Anram Regiiue) is a royal England, dortDg her marriage to the king, pay- 
duty or revenue belonging to every Queen of able by persons in thiB kingdom and Ireland, apon 
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5th year of our reign, on which day our said consort was in our said land of 
Ireland, viz., of each fine of 10 marks levied to ub in said land, 1 mark, and of 
each fine exceeding 10 marks at the same rate, according to ancient custom in 
said parts" — ^it was his majesty's pleasure that the lord deputy, the treasurer, 
and the barons of the Exchequer, should aid and assist him in every way in 
the discharge of that duty. In the same year, 1383, we find the names of Wil- LOtrPrim^t 
liam Carlele and Thomas Carlele* upon the roll of burgesses of the town of 
Kilkenny; and in this year also it would appear that the former died, and was 
interred in the cathedral of St. Canice, it being recorded in the archives of the 
Exchequer that William de Kirlell, whilst acting as procurator of Henry aa. ««■., t 
Dowet, Dean of St Patricias, Dublin, during the absence of that dignitary at m. 30. ' 
the court of Rome on the king's business, died on Ash Wednesday, in the 
seventh year of King Richard II. ; and his brother having been sued, as his 
executor for his debts, the pleading serves fully to identify this William Kar- 
lell, or de Earlell, baron of the Exchequer, with the William Carleil of the 
monument under consideration, as he is expressly stated to have been Arch- r^l ii«m., • 
deacon of Meath and parson of the church of Eells thereunto annexed. "^ '"'"' 

[10.] atet an« folits tic fiadell quba tanctllatfus tec 

tf fiVtii tmMfn* nc ectlEatu fcrao I) Ifmrian' canMi' 9 

Tbanslatiob: — [Here] lieth Maater John de Earlell, formerly chancellor of the 
church [....] St. Patrick, Dublin, also canon of the churches of Ferns and LimericlE, 

8fld[ ] 

A floor slab, originally coffin-shaped, but much broken and injured. The 

diren grants of the king, by wa; of fine or ot>- ward the Third enclosed to his treunrer and 

lation, &C., being one full tenth part abcre the barons in Ireland a transcript of a statute 

entirefiaes on pardons, contracts, or agreements, (as ha says) aacientljr edited and used and sp- 

which becomes a real debt to the queen, by the proved of in the Exchequer of England, 00m- 

name of Aurum Begins, npon the party's bare nisnding them to enrol the same, and to observe 

agreemcDt with the kiog for his fine, and record- it in levying the Queen's gold." — Lynch's^etido/ 

ing the same." — Jacob's Lata Dietumary, snb Banmia,^. 12. 

voce. " Avnm regina, OT Qw«h'» yoW; appears -In 1384 Thomas deKarlall was empowered 

in many records to have been paid in Ireland to collect the king's debts in Cork and Lime- 

from a very remote period ; and on its being rick {BU. Mem., 8 & 9 Eio. IL, m. 2): his name 

qneitioned, or perhaps misunderstood, King Ed- frequently occnrs in the public records. 



.Google 



156 INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. [sect. ii. 

inscription, in deeply incised Old English characters, ran round the edge, and 
the centre would appear to have been left plain till the stone was appropriated 
as a monument fur Bishop Deane in the seventeenUi century, and his arms 
sculptured upon it, beside an inscription to the memory of that prelate, cut in 
relief. The striking contrast between the original and more modern inscriptions 
is faithfully shown by the accompanying engraving. 



John de Karlell was the brother of William, the baron of the Exchequer, 
and, like him — living at a period when education was a rare gift amongst the 
laity, and the chief offices of the state were, therefore, necessarily committed 
to ecclesiastics — he devoted his attention more largely to civil than clerical func- 
tions. We first notice his name in the records of the country in the year 1374, 
when, with William, he was summoned to Parliament as one of the king's counsel. 
Hoi. uem.. 48 Jn 1376 Tbomas Vemvill having pleaded, in excuse for non-attendance at a Par- 

& 60 Ed. III., ° ^ ' 

m. 6 a™. liament held in Kilkenny on the crastine of the Holy Trinity, 49th Edward III., 
that had be absented himself from his property in Heath, it would have been 
laid waste by the incursions of the O'Conors and Matthew Pitz-Redmond 
Bremyngham, Master John de Karlell was associated with Walter de Cusack, 
knight, seneschal of the Liberty of Meath, to ascertain by inquisition the truth 
RoLiftm.,4& of these allegations. In 1380 John Karlell received from the crown a grant 
89. ' ' of the custody of two parts of the prebend of Taghmon, in the cathedral of 
Ferns, which had been seised into the king's hands on account of the non-re- 
sidence of John Keten, the prebendary, who continued to sojourn in England, 
Rot. Hem., 7& notwithstanding the statute against absenteeism. In the year 1383, on Thure- 
95 dor$Q.' ' day after the first Sunday in Lent, John de Karlell, clerk, came before the vene- 
rable father, the Bishop of Ossory, treasurer of Ireland and commissioner for 
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the collection of the king's dues, in whose presence he entered into security to 
account for, in the Exchequer, and fully satiBfy all and singular the debts and 
accounts of William de Karlell, clerk, deceased. The bails whom he gave for 
the due performance of this undertaking were Thomas de Karlell, of Kilkenny, 
John Aynaarowe, parson of the church of St Mary, Wexford, and Thomas 
Black, parson of the church of Ballymany, county of Kildare. In 1385 pro- 
ceedings at law were instituted against John, as his brother William's represen- roi. jf™., 9 
tative, for those debts due to the crown, and the suit seems to have l)een carried 
on for a considerable period, and not to have terminated during his life. In 
the meantime, however, his interest at court appears to have been in no way 
diminished, as he subsequently obtained large preferment in the legal profession, 
and had various offices of trust confided to him. On the 20th April, 1386, a noi.Pat.. 10 
royal license was granted to John de Karlell, clerk, to bring to any port in the ae. 
county of Dublin fifty crannocks of wheat, and export them to Portugal, Gas- 
cony, and Bayonne, and to buy there wine, salt, and iron, " pro usu hospicii 
sui." In 1388, on the 8th Karch, the king, on his petition, gave permission a>i. Pat., is 
that, during his absence from Ireland, he might have the power to levy the pro- 217. 
fits of the chancellorship of St Patrick's, Dublin, of the prebend of Fynglas to 
it annexed, and of the prebend of Slewecolter in the cathedral of Ferns, and 
of the prebend of Offyn in the cathedral of Limerick, as also of the farm of 
the ward and marriage of Ralph Fitz-Morice, Baron ofBurachurche*, and of the 
farm of the deanery of Dublin and of the prebend of Crospatryk, with the 
church of Rosclare and the chapel of Ballymore to that prebend belonging. In 
1391 we find John de Karlell filling the office of a baron of the Exchequer; Ra. Puf.. 15 
and in the following year we have the king ordering the treasurer of Ireland ^"■■™"' 
to remunerate him for his labour in arranging for the coming of Thomas, Duke 
of Gloucester, into Ireland on two occasions^ He died in 1394, as appears 

■ The Batou of BornchTirch, county of Kil- July, 1393, vai. continued to hold the kppoint- 

kenny, dascended from Maurice Fitzgenld, the ment to October, 1394, ftltbough be never came 

fiUck Knight, was a member of a family of an- over from England to enter on the duties of the 

eieat importance, who lost their patrimony by office; bo that it would appear the preparations 

adhering to the fortuoea of the Stuarts. twice ordered to be made for his reception by 

^ Thomaaof Woodstock, Dukeof Gloucester, Muter John de Karlell were nnaTniling.— > 

was nominated Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in Harris' War«, toI. ii., p. 106. 
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Rat. Mtm., 18 from proceedings entered into in the year 1411, when it was found, by an iuqui- 
■o. s. ' " sition* held in Carlow before the barons of the Exchequer, on Monday before 
the feast of the Ascension, that " John Carlele, clerk, debtor of our lord the 
king," had deceased on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, in the eighteenth 
year of King Richard H., and at the time of his death was seised in fee of a 
certain tenement in the town of Kilkenny, of the yearly value of 13«. 4(1, of 
which Sir Edward Perers, knight, was in occupation, as tenant, levying and 
receiving the profits of the same. The result was, that the crown took pro- 
ceedings against Sir Edward Perers to recover this property in saUsfacUon of 
the royal claim, but a jury of the inhabitants of Ejlkenny having given a ver- 
dict in favour of the knight, the barons of the Exchequer determined to relin- 
quish the king's demand. We have no subsequent mention of any member of 
the family of Carlele or de Karlell as being connected with Kilkenny. 

[11.] 9^fc {Bietlin^ SSfllmns QBgl 

Trakblatioit : — Here lietb the Lord William Vayl [-■•-] 

A fragment measuring 2 feet 3 inches by 1 foot 5 inches. The inscription, 
in incised old English characters, ran round the verge, and the centre of the 
slab was devoid of ornament 

The names of several English and Irish families have undergone various 
transformations in the lapse of centuries, but there is none, that we are aware 
of, which has suffered so many and such strange metamorphoses as that of the 
person whose monument is under consideration. The Anglo-Norman proge- 
nitor of the family was designated De Valle, doubtless from the situation of his 
residence or property, and that patronymic was carried down for a while by his 

•The finding of tbe Inquisition, dniysetout ia recorded, nnder tbedate IStli April in that 
in the Memoranda Bolls of the Exchequer, fur- year (1392), to this effect, that Walter Eore and 
nisbes, we believe, the best legal proof of the William de Carlell, execntors of John de Car- 
time of his decease, and we, therefore, state it lell, clerk, prayed tbe Lord Justice and Council 
above on tbat authority ; neTerthelesB, tbere ia for the custody of the goods, " q' fuernt ]e dit 
very good evidence extant tbat John de Karlell John jo' de son moriant," whicb were seised 
was dead at least two years before the feast of St. into the king's hands. Custody was granted 
Michael, 1394. InanoriginallrishPrivyCoancil accordingly, on condition that the exeoiitorB 
Boll of the 16tb Bichard IL, preserved in tbe should pay bis debts into tbe Exchequer. The 
Evidence Chamber, Ejlkenny Castle, a minute order is dated from Trim. 
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desceodants ; but soon the language introduced by the conquering Normans 
began to lose some of its original characteristics, and the French, De Valle, 
became the English, Vale. The orthography of the language was at the time, 
and for a considerable period subsequently, in a most unsettled state, and this 
name was spelled, as it suited the whim or pleasure of those who wrote it. Vale, 
Vayl, Veel, and VeaL Now veal was French for the young of the cow, bo that 
the translation of the name of Vale into Calf, by t^ose who adhered to the 
Saxon language, was easy and natural enough, and thus throughout the four- 
teenth century we find the members of a single family indifferently called, and 
calling themselves, De Valle, Vale, Vayl, Veel, Calf, and Calfe. But in the 
next century the name presenta itself to us in a new phase, as, by slightly 
chan^ng the initial letter, it became Wale ; whilst in the seventeenth centuiy 
it imderwent a new and final transformation by changing the last letter, and 
took the form of Wall There are numerous families of the name still resident 
in the county and city of Kilkenny, all in humble circumstances ; and did not 
the public records of the country enable us to trace their patronymic, in all its 
phases, from the Anglo-Norman invasion to the present time, few indeed would 
be likely to recognise the connexion between the aristocratic Norman name of 
De Valle, and the plebeian cognomen of Wall". The family of De Valle seems to 
have made a very early settlement in Kilkenny. Between the years 1277 and c«hi<>ii ptm 
1279 John de Valle filled the important office of seneschal of the Liberty, and w!'i.*m.'** 
made a figure in a law-suit connected with his jurisdiction there, which was, *"' 
doubtless, looked upon with much interest at the time, as he was accused of 
infringing the clerical privileges. It appears that he caused David de Pem- 
broke, clerk, to be arrested and imprisoned in the castle of Ejlkenny, during a 
day and night, for rescuing a horse, his property, which had been seized, under 

• We hvTe olreftdj, In noticing the monument cormptcd into Cod;, a nune still ver3r preTB* 

of Robert Dobbyn (No. 7), given a curious spo- lent in tbe diatrict, where its identity with that 

oimenofthe mutations oocniring in alocalfamil; of Archdeacon has long been forgotten. One of 

name; but there were other Kilkenny Anglo- the most ancient and respectable English fami- 

Norman families, who, becoming " m^^ Irish," lies in the county of Kilkenny was that of De 

changed their patronymics. Thus the Archdea- Fraxineto, or De la Freigne (of the Ash-grove), 

cons assumed the alica of Mac Odo (the son of different branches of whose posterity have for 

Hugh) from the Christian name of one of their centuries called themselves respectively Frayne, 

progenitors, and this in process of time became Freny, French, and Ash. 
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an order from the seneschal's court, for debt. The priest accordingly took pro* 
ceedinga in the Court of Common Fleas, on the ground of false imprisonment, 
alleging that the seneschal had no jurisdiction over a cleric, but should have 
sent the complaint to be dealt with in the bishop's court. However, a jury dis- 
posed of the case by finding a verdict that the proceeding of the seneschal was 
just and proper, it being a matter touching the king's peace. In 1309 we find 

Sol. Pal., 3 a Richard de Yalle holdigg property in Kilkenny and Carrick, and married to 

Bd.r[.,ni.s26, ^j^^ famous Kilkenny witch, Dame Alice Kyteler, being her third husband. 

Sol. ciart., 3 In 1309, this Richard, with Walter de Valle, and William Calf, were amongst 
' "^ 'the magnates siimraoned to attend a Parliament held at Kilkenny, in the octaves 
of the Purification, where some important enactments were passed, which Pern- 
bridge naively tells us, would have been " profitable to the land of Ireland if they 

But. CToM., 18 had been observed." In 1325, Henry de Valle, amongst several other men of di&- 

51. '"' ' tinction connected with Kilkenny, passed a security to Richard Bishop of Ossory, 
in the sum of £1000, which appears to have been a bail-bond for William Utlaw, 
the son of Dame Alice Kyteler, who was at the time prosecuted by the bishop 
for sharing in the alleged diabolical practices of his mother. In 1355 Raymond 

AX. Pat.,s9 de Valle possessed half a knight's fee at Incheholigan, now called Castle- 

147. ■' "■ inch, which he held by suit and service from John de Hotham de Boudeby, the 
then proprietor of the lordship of Kilkenny, The William Calf above referred to 
would seem not to be the Lord William Vayl of the monument, as the former is 
stated to have been amongst the Irish knights in the English army who died 

pembridge, itb of the plague during the siege of Calais in 1347 ; but a knight named William 
Vale, or de Valle, flourished at the period to which the tomb obviously 
belongs, nearly a quarter of a century later, having been a courtier and hotise- 
hold servant of the king, and subsequently doing good service, as a public 

Rat. Pat., 80 official and soldier, in the adjoining county of Carlow. In 1356 the king com- 
■' "■ ' mitted the custody of the county of Carlow to William Vale ; and who that 

Rat. ciatu., persouage was, and the services which he performed, we learn from a Close 

i' and Roll dated two years later — a royal order having issued for the payment of £.20 

■ to William Vale, the king's valet, sheriff of Carlow, that sum being granted to 

him on his petition, because all his goods had been lost, and many of his 

friends and followers, who had formed his retinue, had fallen in the service of 

the king, in repulsing the neighbouring enemy, who laid waste the aforesaid 
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countj, and for the most part slew ita iDhabitants ; and because he had killed 
Donald Taghsone O'Nolan, Murgh Fitzstephen O'Nolan, Murgh Fitzwilliam 
O'Nolan, Philip O'Brynne, and many othera of the captains of the Irish of those 
parts, and had brought their heads, by the king's commaDd, to the castle of 
Dublin, there to be set up, although he might have had a great ransom by 
delivering the heads elsewhere. The same year this reward or compensation 
was increased from £20 to £30. These grants were made in the month of 
August, 1358, and in the October following the king issued an order that, inae- Ji«t. Pat., zi 
much as the Confederate Irish of Leinster had slain the adjacent inhabitants of 
the county of Carlow with a great army, burned their villages and com in the 
fields, and carriedaway their goods without any resistance, power should be 
given to William de Valle, sheriff of Carlow, Brother John, preceptor of Kil- 
lergy, and John Breton, of Carlow, to assess the men of the district for horses 
and arms for resisting the enemy. In the same year Feter Butler and William not. pat., as 
de Valle were commissioned by the crown to make two " wards" — that is, 
to build castles — in the marches of Carlow and Eildare, and to provision them 
for garrisons to keep the neighbouring Irish in check. 

The family of Vale, Wale, or Wall, continued to hold a position amongst 
the burgesses of Kilkenny till the end of the seventeenth century, when the 
success of the Williamite cause established the Protestant interest on a firm 
footing in the municipal affairs. The Vales were always on the Roman 
Catholic side of Uie questiou ; and the last of the family who made any figure 
in the city was a merchant named Lucas Wale, or Luke Wall, for he is thus 
indiscriminately designated in the public records. Early in the reign of 
James II. he was one of nine gentlemen engaged in collecting a fund in the ormomdtiuss.. 
city of Kilkenny, to defray the expenses of a deputation to London, to bring Cutic"^ 
under the notice of the king the disabilities by which his Irish Roman Catholic 
subjects felt themselves aggrieved. He was also among the first of the mem- 
bers of his religious profession admitted to the corporation of his native city, 
on the receipt, in 1686, of the order of the Earl of Clarendon, then Lord 
Lieutenant, directing that the oath of supremacy should be no longer adhered 
to as a bar against the admission of Roman. Catholics to municipal offices. Luke 
Wall was immediately advanced to the shrievalty, and was known as " the &■««•* a«,t. 
Papist sherifi'," but he died during his year of office. He seems to have been cutt^"^ 
t2 
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an extensive trader, and he struck a penny token for convenience in carrying 

on his business. The legend on the token styles him "Lucas Wale, of 

Kilkeny, Merchant," and bears on the obverse 

the family arms, viz., argent on a cross sable 

five lions rampant or ; with the addition of a i | 

mullet, which the engraver of the die shaped 

more like a rose, as a mark of cadency. On _ __ 

the specimen which has been engraved to Sa-u. 

supply our illustration, one of the lions rampant was obliterated'. 

Tombs of the Fifteenth Century. — There is no monument bearing a 
date of this period, and but two undated tombs which we can assign to it, — 
one of them, from the internal evidence of its design, and the fashion of the 
inscription, the other from having ascertained the fact that the person for 
whom it was erected was living subsequently to the year 1400. Both, however, 
obviously belong to the early portion of the century. 

(12.) 1^ . . . . tntlfticaTl)' Talbot quoiUrs butfitns' bfll' ItEIfc 

aii p*pr amen 

Tharblatiom : — Here lie Richatd Talbot, formerly burgees of the town of Kilkenny 
on whose bouIb may God have mercy. Ameo. 



A floor-slab, originally ornamented with an incised cross of the fashion of 
John Talbot's tomb (No. 8), now, however, nearly obliterated. The inscrip- 
tion, which is in incised Old English letters, is also very much defaced, but the 
portion above given is still decipherable*". The stone measures 6 feet 3 inches, 
by 2 feet 7^ at top, and 2 feet 4^ inches at bottom. 

Richard Talbot was, probably, a brother to Robert, the builder of the walls 
of Kilkenny. In 1381 he was one of the " upper twelve," or council of chief 

* See Trantaetiotta of the KUk. ArcfuBoL So- printed. O'PbeUn would appear to have been 

eiely, vol. ii., p. 165. The seal of Thomas de unable to decipher it, probably from the cir- 

Valle, attached lo a deed of the fourteeath cen- cumstauce that a kind of cement waa at a remote 

turj, bears in chief a lion passant gardaut, in period mixed upon the monument, which £Ued 

base three coTered cups. — Ormonde MSS, up the letters, until it was, not without diffi- 

' This inscription is now for the first time cnltjr, removed. 
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burgesses in the Corporation of the town, whilst in 1399 and 1404 he filled the 
office of sovereign, or chief magistrate. In the lists of members of the Corpo- 
ration of Kilkenny, supplied by the Liber Primus, for the years 1405 to 1407, 
his name is always set out amongst those of the *' upper twelve," but in the list 
of 1408 it is no longer recorded, and as we thenceforth lose all trace of him in 
the municipal archives, it may be safely concluded that in that year he died. 
A Thomas Talbot, who, perhaps, was another brother of the " worthie gentle- 
man," appears for some years longer as making a figure amongst the local 
notabilities. He was sovereign of the Corporation in 1403, and bail for the comuiriBooi, 
good conduct of the town gaoler in 1405 ; whilst in 1416 we find that the king c»«i«. uttr 
appointed Thomas Talbot of Kilkenny, and John Brode of Thomastown, ■>«. 
coroners of the Liberty of Kilkenny. For two centuries subsequently, the name hhi. v.,"m. m. 
is not to be found in the state or municipal archives, as connected with Kil- 
kenny; butin the middle of the seventeenth century we have a Thomas Talbot 
taking a conspicuous place amongst the traders of that city. In 1661 he was 
master of the merchant tailors' guild, and was elected with three others to repre- 
sent that body in the civic council. It would seem, however, that his own 
trade was not that of a tailor, but that he was a vintner, as he is so desig- 
nated in the legend upon a penny token, which he struck about this period, 
bearing on the obverse a representation of the sun, apparently the sign of his 
tavern*. The accompanying illustration gives an accurate representation of 
Talbot's token, which is an extremely rare one. It 

is possible, however, that this Thomas Talbot was /^S^^^ 

a settler in Kilkenny after its reduction by Crom- I ^P^I^^) 

well, when it underwent a partial " plantation." ^^^r^^^ 

The original Kilkenny branch of the Talbot family '■^i^w^.i.^ 

would seem to have died out long previously, 

leaving no memento of their connexion with the district, save the two monu- 
ments in the cathedral, and the name of the townland of Talbot's Inch, which 
derives its appellation from their olden proprietorship"". 

* See Traiuaetiotts of the KUkenny Art^aolo- of the Beveateenth centtuy, bat tbe name bu 

ffKoi Society, vol. ii., p. 1S9. been long since changed or forgotten. From the 

'' One of the ancient mural defences of Kil- position assigned to the building in the old 

kenny was called " Talbot's Castle," and it is rentals, it would appear to have been situate 

often referred to in ihe Corporation rent-rolls near Patrick-street, and there is reason to think 
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[13.] Wc tacel %fc*ut JFoniall 

TftANSLATioN : — Here lieth Richard Forstall. 

A Soor-slab, ornamented with an incised interlaced cross, closely resem- 
bling tbat upon the tomb of John Talbot (No. 8), except that within the 
circular expansion in the shaft a quatrefoil is sculptiired. The brief inscription 
is rudely incised in Old English characters, on the right side, running parallel 
with the shaft of the cross, and was, apparently, an afterthought. In fact, the 
tomb has the appearance of belonging to the fourteenth century, whilst the cha- 
racter of the inscription must be assigned unquestionably to that which followed. 

The family of Forstall, or fforstall, as it is more generally written, was 
ancient in the county of Kilkenny, and, in the reign of Elizabeth, Camden still 
mentions them as amongst the principal gentry of the district The head of 
the house was proprietor of the manors and castles of Kilfera and Ballyfrunk, 
but a branch of the family wag settled in the town of Kilkenny, and there 
engaged in mercantile pursuits early in the fourteenth century, fibrstall's land 
and fibrstall's bridge are old landmarks in the Corporation rentals. In the year 
1402, the king, at the requisition of Henry Forstall, caused to be exemplified a 
certain grant, sealed with the seal of Geffry Forstall, the 4th October, 44th 
year of King Edward III., demising to Gregory Fitz-John Archer all the lands 
which he held, of the gift of said Geffry, in the borough of Kilkenny ; also, 
that after the death of Geffry all the aforesaid lands should remain entirely 
to Elias Fitz-Adam Archer, and the heirs of his body for ever*. This Henry 
Forstall was portreve of Kilkenny within the walls, for the winter half- 
year, in 1407. Richard fforstall, apparently the person for whom the monu- 
ment was placed in St Canice's Cathedral, is on the roll of burgesses of Kil- 
kenny for the year 1383, and he was, probably, that Richard Forstall who, in 

it may hftve been the round flanking tower itill charged with a rent of 4^. for a meeroage 

existing in good preaervation in the grounds of called " Forstal's land." In 1363 ThomaB 

the District National Model School, which has fforatall is on the roll of burgesses of Eil- 

been modernly known by the title of " Watters' kenny in the lAber Primvt; and in 1386 the 

Turret" king made Thomas Forstall precentor of the 

* In aburgage-roUofthe Corporation ofEil- cathedral church of Ossory, the see being vacant, 

kenny, of the year 1644, amongst the manu- and commanded the Dean and Chapter to install 

■cripte in Kilkenny Castle, Robert Archer is him. — JtoL PtU., 10 Rio. II., m, 157. 
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1358, was appointed one of the collectors fur the cantredof Sileyrthir, modemly R<yi.Fat.,ti 
called Shillelogher, to get in the subsidy voted by the county of Kilkenny, to ■. ™- ■ 
aid the king in carrying on war with the chiefs of the Irish septs of Leinster; 
and who, in 1381, was security that Bobert de la ffreyny, knight, should account 
for £17 5«. 4(f., rents of the manor of Grenan. 

Tombs of the Sixteehth Centuby. — The monumentB of this period are 
very numerous, there being twenty-eight bearing dates, and some others, the 
character of which affords sufficient evidence that they belong to the sixteenth 
century. 

[14.] I^ft tacet ^Bcob^ Sbcfiortgals trns be aSalglana Q be 33als6ir q' %kt tuba 
fieri fecft ano S* m" ttcct" b({' £t IKat'fna QilltBte tuot tV $' i)ttoi' % parctd aFb^ c llhtt 
tr bin'" 1} saluta* agl' totcbut' Ixn bUs InbalgV 

TsASSLlTioir. — Here lietb Jamee Schorthals, lord of Ballylarcan and of Ballykif [Bal- 
lykeeffe], vho caused this tomb to be erected in the year of our Lord hccccctii. And 
Katerina Whyte, his wife. Eighty days' indulgence are granted to any who shall say the 
Lord's [Prayer] and the Angelic Salutation for their souls, and the souls of their parents. 

This is an altar tomb, surmounted by the effigy of the deceased. The front 
supporting slab is divided into six arched niches, in each of which is sculp- 
tured a representation of one of the Apostles, but there can be no certainty as 
to whether this portion belonged to the original monument. The effigy (as will 
be seen by the engraving at p. 166, which has been carefully drawn to a scale 
somewhat less than two inches to three feet) is represented in a short shirt of 
chain mail, denominated the " haubergeon"*, which, worn beneath a coat of 
plates, and projecting below the latter, covers the upper ^t of the thighs. 
The body armour fits close to the person, and was probably composed of 
leather, strengthened by plates or scales of steel, riveted to each other in bands, 
the joints being broken after the fashion of ^oof-tiliDg^ The arms are encased 

*It has been suggested thnt the chun mail pisayn that wtshadofIil'Cabe,BDdabasnet that 

projecting below the teguUted body armour, Donylloge had." — Hart. MS., 3756, Mas. Brit 

merely represeiiU a small slirt of mail attached This is but one example of numerous similar 

to the latter; but it appears that haubergeons gifts. By the pisayc was, probably, meant the 

were worn at the period, as, in 1514, the Earl camail depending from the baacinet. 

of Eildare gare " to Henry Seys the haberion |} ^ This seems to be a unique example of body 
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in " brassarts" of plate, each being formed of two pieces coupled together*, having 
" coudierea," or elbow-pieces, of small size, with " roundela" at the elbow and 




Bhoulder-joints, — in the latter case worn over the camail. The " gauntlets" have 
been partially broken away, but are restored from portions which remain com- 
pared with other examples occurring in the cathedraP. On the head is worn an 
acutely pointed " bascinet," with its " visor" thrown back ; from the rim of the 
bascinet depends the " camail" of chain mail, covering the neck and shoulders 
like a tippet "Cuissarts," and "jambarts" of plate, each formed, like the 
brassarts, of front and back pieces coupled together, enclose the legs above and 
below the knees, which are themselves guarded by 
" genouilliferes," from beneath which double plates 
project above and below, giving additional security. 
The feet, which rest on a lion, are cased in pointed " sol- 
lerets" of plate, joined like a lobster's tail. The sword- 
belt, buckled obliquely across the hips, is attached to 
the upper part of the scabbard, which, before the monu- ^"■*'- 

ment was mutilated, must have been curiously ornamented, to judge from a small 
portion of the point still remaining uninjured, and here figured. The sword is 




armour, as repreeented on effigies. Id illumi< 
nations, we are informed b; Mr. Albert Way, 
it is not \incommon. A similar coat occurs in 
the Cotton MS. Nero, £. 2. f. 124-, and in one 
ioetance a skirt of mail bangs from beneath it, 



and the figure has a visored bascinet. The MS. 
is a century earlier than our monument, 

* The armoDr of the upper arm was called the 
" rere-brace;" of the lower, the " Tambrace." 

*' The restorations aie marked b; dotted lines. 
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long, straight, and slightly tapcnng, the pommel round and terminated hy a 
large knob, and the cross-guard curved towards the point of the weapon*. On 
the cushion which supports the head are two shields, one (that to the right) 
bearing the " annys that longith to the Passion;" the other, the armorial insignia 
of Shortall,— on a cross five lions' heads erased close. The inscription, in raised 
Old English characters, is cut on the slab at both sides of the effigy. 

The name of Scorthals or Schortbals, subsequently softened into Shortall, 
obviously betrays a Flemish origin, and the founder of the Irish family bearing 
that cognomen probably came over here, with Fitzstephen or Strongbow, from 
Wales, the marches of which coimtry had been previously planted with a colony 
of Flemings, who gave a large contingent to the force raised for the invasion 
of Ireland. Be this as it may, we find the Shortalls settled in the county of 
Kilkenny, and on the townland of Bally larkan, at a very early period. Amongst 
the records in the Tower of London is a charter by which Theobald de Troja 
grants in fee to Kobert Scortbats, for bis homage and service, and paying a 
chiefly of sixteen marks of silver yearly, the land of Corbally, with three and 
a half canicates adjoining the bishop's demesne at Hachethur^ There is no 
date to the document, but amongst the witnesses are Hugh, Bishop of Ossory, 
and Thomas Fitz- Anthony, the Seneschal of Leinster in the reigns of John and 
Henry HI. Corbally is an aUas of Ballylarkan, used as such in documents 
of as late a date as the seventeenth century; and as Hugh Bufus, Bishop of 
Ossory, died in 1218, the connexion of the Shortalls with that property is 
proved to have commenced as early as the beginning of the thirteenth century. 

In describing this effigy we baTe piirposel; <> Aghethar or Aghnr, literally, tbe field af 

used almost the very words employed by Mr. water, cornipted into Athur, and translated 

Boutull, in setting forth " the more promi- modemly, but incorrectly, Freshford, The caa- 

nent characteristics of the style of armour, pre- tie, which formed anciently the chief residence 

Talent [in England] daring tbe latter part of of the bishops of Ossory, was sitoate in the de- 

the fonrteentb, and early part of tbe fifteenth mesne of Uppercourt, adjoining the Tillage of 

centuries." — Monummtal Brataa andSlabt, pp. Freshford on one side, and the townland of Bal- 

48, 49- Tbe Shortall monument, and others to lylarkan on the other; but the property was 

be presently described, prove that the fashions alienated from the see by Bishop Thonory ; and 

of armour, and of female costume, bad for a long finally, in the time of the Commonwealth, baring 

period stood etill in Ireland, being behind those been granted to Sir George Ayscue, along with 

of tbe Buter island by at least an entire century. Ballylarkan, was never after restored. 
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They threw out some important branches, the principal of which were seated 
at Claragb, and at Rathardmore, in the county of Eilkeony*, but the " lord of 
Ballylarkan" was always acknowledged as the head of the house. In 1289, 
Robert Shertell, knight, was witnesB to a deed, whereby John Fanin, knight, 
granted to William de Kitelere the manor of Clomantagh, situated in close con- 

' tiguity to Ballylarkan. In 1309, John, son of Simon Shorthals, was one of 
many Kilkenny gentlemen who became security to Richard de Yalle and his 
wife Alice, for the repayment of 200 marks lent to William Utlaw of Kilkenny, 
as also for the sum of £200, borrowed from the same parties by Richard de 
Burgo, Earl of Ulster, and others. In 1319, Robert Schorthalls, apparently 
the same person who previously witnessed the grant of Clomantagh, was sued 
in the king's court to answer for five sacks of wool, alleged to be due of him to 
the merchants of the company of the Ricards of Luca, but he appeared on a pre- 
cept issued by the seneschal of Kilkenny, and proved himself quit of the sud 
debt, and so departed. He did not long survive this lawsuit, for Clyn records 
the burial of tlie lord Robert Scorthals in the cemetery of the Friars Minors 

^ of Kilkenny, on the Srdof the Ides of January, 1323: but another Robert Shor- 
thals, probably his son, appears in the public records as Collector of the 



* The ClkTBgh branch of the Amily yna 
■eated there at a very early period. In 1326, 
Sobert, son of JohnSbortbalB, of Claragh, gave 
half a mark for a brief (Sol. PaL, 13 Ed. II., 
m. 146) ; they also betd, down to tbc seren- 
teenth century, the townland of Tnbridbritain, 
near Ballylarkan. The mins of tbeir caetlea of 
Claragh and Tubrid still remun and testify of 
the wealth and power of their ancient owners. 
*' CapUin Nicholas Shortall of Claragb," is one 
of the officera of Colonel Dempsy's r^ment 
praying to be restored to their estates at the 
time of the passing of the Act of Explanation 
(MSS., BenniDgham Tower, Lib. D). The 
Batbardmore family was a still more junior 
branch, and seems to have been an offshoot of the 
Claragh Shortalls, their property having been 
ntuate near that place. Two interesting sepul- 



chral monuments of the Shortalls of Bathard- 
more, of the sixteenth century, remun in the 
old church of TemplemartJn, near Kilkenny. 
Another branch of the Shortalls was settled 
in the town of Kilkenny, in the be^nning of 
the fourteenth century; engaged in trade. Id 
1310, Thomas Shortall was one of the portreres 
of Kilkenny, and in 1330 he filled the office of 
sovereign. In 1388 and 1390 we have still the 
name of Thomas Shortall given as portreve; and 
in 1412, John Shortall was sovereign of the 
town; whilst in 1431 he was one of the bur- 
gesses of Kilkenny to irhom King Henry TL 
granted a special pardon for violating the peace, 
in consideration of the heavy losses and burdms 
which they had sustained ia resisting the aggres- 
sioDS of the Irish enemy. — (Sot Pat. 10 Hen. 
VI^ m. 10.) 
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Quindesme', in 1332. Amongst the Irish esquires summoned by John Darcy, Sfwur, »oi. it, 
justiciary, to attend him with arms and torses, on his expedition to Scotland, 
in 1335, were Gilbert and Geffry Shortall. Whether the former ever returned 
to his country does not appear, but the latter lived to receive a high honoiir in c^m, mb uuo 
the following year, as Clyn tells us that, on Monday, in the feast of SS. Fabian 
and Sebastian, James le Botiller, Earl of Ormonde, conferred the dignity of 
knighthood on John de Eecheford and Greffry Scbortbalis, at Roscrea ; and in aa. j/™., 12 
1339, Sir Geffry Schortals was nominated to collect the debts due to the 10,39. 
king by the copartners in the lordship of the Liberty of Kilkenny. This Greffry 
appears to have been succeeded by a son named Robert, who enjoyed a long 
life, and filled many public offices in connexion with the county of Kilkenny, ax. *«i , 48 
We first find him named as Robert Shortbals, knight, amongst the voters at an n, 8. 
election of a sheriff for the Liberty, in 1369. In 1405, Robert Shortalls was HbiLiv.''3« 
one of several gentlemen appointed justices of the peace for the county ; and jm. fai., 11 
in 1410 the same dignity was renewed to him. In 1421 the king committed ss?" " "' 
to him the office of sheriff of Kilkenny, to be held during pleasure, and he ^^.''Zas. 
appears acting in that capacity to the year 1428. There is a deed, bearing date ^7 h^Vi! 
10 Henry IV. (1408), preserved in the Evidence Chamber of Kilkenny Caatle, 
whereby a grant is made by Stephen Pembroke to this gentleman, by the style 
of " Robert Shorthals, lord of Ballylorcan," of the townland of Ballyrathyn, 
and other lands. His successor as head of the family would appear to have Bat Mtm., u 
been another Robert, his son, as in 1432 a commission was granted to Robert ' "^ 

Shorthals, late sheriff of the county of Kilkenny, and others, including a Robert 
Shorthals, Jun., permitting the collection of certain moneys, charged in the 
Exchequer against the former, during his shrievalty, but which he had shown 
by petition that he had not been able to get in before his removal by the royal 
authority from that office. And this brings us to the James Schortals of the 
monument, who appears to have been the son and successor of the younger 
Robert. Although he erected bis tomb, as the date sufficiently shows, in 1507, 
he lived for many years after. A deed of the year 1516, dated at Kilkenny the 

* Qamaieiiie or Quinzime, ft Uz raised at the puted otbere in every himdred to make a tme 

rate ofthe fifteenth part of aman's goods. The Taloation of each person's goods, and then cause 

manner of collecting it was hj two assessors the fifteenth part to be leried. — See Jacob's 

appointed in every connty by the king, «ho de- £010 Dictionary, snb rerbo. 

z2 
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oriM-iu uss., 12th February, 8 Henry VIII., confimnB to Jamea Shortals, lord of Ballylarcan 
cucie. the possession of three canicates of land in Ballyrathya, and 40$. rent in 

Rathcally, payable for forty acres of land, formerly granted by Roger de Pem- 
broke to David Wogan. This deed is executed by David Pembroke, and 
seems to be a confirmation of the grant made by Stephen Pembroke, in 1408, 
to Robert, the grandfather of James ShortaU. Beside the manors of Ballylarkan 
and Ballykeefie, that of Odogh, cdias Castledough, or Threecasttes*, also came 
into the poesession of the head of the Shortall family at this time ; and the vicar 
of the parish acted there as seneschal for the lord of the manor, in the dis- 
charge of which duty he is alleged to have imposed unjust and enormous 
exactions for hia own and the lord's benefit**, and is, therefore, denounced 
by the presentment of the jury of the Irishtown of Kilkenny, held in 1537, by 
virtue of a royal commission issued to inquire into the social state of those 
parts of Ireland then under the dominion of the English Crown. Indeed, these 
presentments lean hardly enough on the lord Shortall for his exactions from 
his tenantiy, which charge, however, they make against him in common with 
the Earl of Ormonde, the feudal lord of the district, and the other landed pro* 



* The castle of Odogh Beema to hare been ooe 
of the moat aocieiitlj erected of the Engliah 
strongholds in the connty of Kilkenny. On the 
death of William, Earl Marshall, Jan., in 1231, 
Binongst the castles, his property, ordered by 
the king to be delivered into the hands of Wa- 
leran the German, was that of Odoch. (ifjmur, 
vi., p. 199.) Id 1359 the manorand castle were 
the property of David de Stradbolgy, Earl of 
Atbol, and vere seized into the king's hands, 
because that, being situate in the disturbed 
Irish marches, the owner had failed to garrison 
and defend them. (ffo(. CiiiM.,33Ed.nL,iQ.31.) 
At the end of the same century we £nd the 
manor of Odogh in the poaaession of anotber fa- 
mily, that of De la Lauade, the king having in 
1381 granted the care and cnstody of the pro- 
perty to Bichard Lanyngton, during the mino- 
rity of the heir of Walter De la Laund, deceased. 
(£ot.P<it.,5Bic II.,m.l9.) The Mrlieat moi- 



tion which we can find of the Sbortalls being in 
possession of the property is in the presentment 
of the year 1537, above cited, 

■■ Item. — The said jury present that the vycar 
of Castell Dongbe is a Senciall and Judge, 
and sesith enormall acta and fashions, that 
is to saye, if any affraye be made betweene men 
aboute him where he dwelleith, so that there 
be bluddeehedde, he wills assesse a greyvyous 
fine or amercement upon the persons that so 
made the affraye, and the same fyne so assessed 
he will levye by way of distres, if they have 
lands or goods in whiche or wherby they maye 
be dystrayneid, to the use of the lorde of Sertall : 
and over that he will have 1 1' himself of everj 
blodehedde, which he doth bis owne self without 
inquyrie of the aiFraye so made by Inquesto, and 
taketh also the fyne himself — Truhtoion Pre- 
smtmcnt. State Paper Office, London. Irish 
Papers, voL ii., A.D. 1637. 
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prietora of the county. The presentment of the Corporation of Kilkenny 
alleges that the lord Shortall not only levied coyne and livery, but used another 
exaction very grievous to those holding land from him, which wag to " usually 
aende his horses to the howses of husbandmen, and with every horse one or 
two horseboyes ; and [they] are founde at the costs of the said husbandmen, 
and there remaine during their pleasure." Another act of oppression is, by the 
presentment of the commons of the town of Kilkenny, laid to the charge of 
several gentlemen of the district, including " the lord Sertall:" — " Item, they 
do compell their tenauntes and other thinhabitauntes of the countrey to sell i 

their vytalles, come, and other thinges whiche they have to eelle, to one only 

person and will not suffer them to sell the same to any other person ;" 

this favoured trader, it being alleged, paying the lords and their lackeys a sum 
of money for securing them in the monopoly. Except that he was about oniio«i..tfss., 
seven^ years of age in 1534, we can discover nothing more about the caMi«. 
member of the Shortall family who erected the monument in the cathedral of 
St Canice ; but, respecting his successor in the property, who also bore the 
name of James, there is extant in the legal archives of the country some curious 
particulars of a family feud, in which he was one of the chief actors. It appears 
from the muniments of the Exchequer that, at a general session held at Kil- 
kenny, on Monday in the feast of St. Laurence the Martyr, 1583, before Sir 
Nicholas White, Master of the Rolls, and Edmond Butler, of Callan, Esq., 
Second Justice of the Chief Place, and their brethren, justices of gaol delivery, 
James Shortall, of Bourdheya, in the county of Kilkenny, gentleman, Walter 
Rochford, of Cloghcanny, gentleman, and William Grace, of Uncellis Inch, 
gentleman, came into court in person, and bound themselves by bond to the 
Queen, in the sum of £100 of silver, Irish money, the condition of such bond 
being that the said James Shortall, of Bourdheys, should keep the peace towards 
James Shortall, of Ballylorcan, gentleman. But the quarrel between the par- 
ties, however it arose, did not end here, for at a general session of gaol delivery, 
held at Kilkenny, on Monday next after the feast of the Epiphany, in the year 
1589, before Edward Fitzsimon, Esq., Sei^eant-at-law, and Richard Bellinge, 
Esq., it was presented as follows: — 

" We fynde that James Shortall fitz Peirs, of BonrdsheyB, Edmonde Grace, of Cowtis- BoI. lUem.. H 
•hell, and others, came befon her highnes' CommiasionerB at EilkeDny, and there did ' '"' 
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acknowledge tbemselTes to owe to her higimes a some of money, to obaerve and petforme 
her highnee' peace to Jamee Shortall, of Ballilorcan ; and that the said James Sbortall of 
BouTdaheys, contrarie to her highnea' peace, drew a skyne at the eaid James of Ballilorcan, 
and thougbte to thniste hym and put him in daunger of hia lief; and beinge not thereof 
contented, hath huiled stones at the saide James of Ballilorcan, the tcathe of June laste 
paste, 1589. And therefore Nicholas Walsh, the Second Justice of the Chief Place, and 
Roger Wilbraham, Solicitor General, justices of gaol delivery at Kilkenny on Thursday 
next before the feast of St. James the Apostle, in the 32nd of Elizabeth, send and certify 
the above mentioned recognizance and presentment to the Barons of the Exchequer, la 
order that execution might be done upon it." 

James Shortall, the defendant, appeared in person before the barons, at the 
Michaelmas term following, and pleaded that James of Ballylorcan had insulted, 
wounded, and ill-treated him, and also wished to deprive him of his free tene- 
ment in Bourdsheys, and he, therefore, was compelled to defend himself; so 
that if any damage happened to James of Ballylorcan, it was done by the defend- 
ant in his own defence. In the margin of the record are the words, " Bepliey 
ex inimicia sua propria absque tali causa ;" but judgment is not enrolled, and 
we are left in ignorance as to the result of these proceedings. The next pro- 
prietor of the manors of Ballylarcan, Ballykief, and Odc^h, was Sir Ohver 
Shortall, knight, the son of James (who figured in the lawsuit just alluded to) 
by his wife, OwneyFitzpatrick, who outlived both her husband and son. Oliver 
Ru. Fat. 6 appears to have been in possession of the property in 1608, as there is a grant 
f«d«iii., 8. amongst the patent rolls of James I., of the 19th May in that year, of certain 
lands " held of Oliver Shortall, Esq., as of his manor of Castledough." When 
he was knighted does not appear, but he died on the 9th of August, 1630, and 
inqyit. Temp., an inquisitiou was taken at Gowran on the 14th of April in the following year, 
Silk., No. S6. which found that Sir Oliver Shortall, knight, of Castledough, BaUylarkan aHaa 
Corbally, &c., had deceased at the time before stated, leaving a son and heir, 
James, of fuU age, and married, whose mother, Lady Ellen Shortall, was still 
living, with five other children ; and bis grandmother was also alive, and had a 
charge of £20 per annum on the manor of BaUylarkan. Sir Oliver's lady was 
the widow of Nicholas Shortall, of Upper Claragh, who died 14th September, 
1600, the daughter of John Butler, of Kilcash, and sister of Walter, eleventh 
Earl of Ormonde. She appears to have been married a third time to one of 
the Fitzpatrick family. James, the eon of Sir Oliver and the Lady Ellen, died 
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on the 4th March, 1635, leaving a sod, Thomas, then aged twenty-eight years, /«firf>.. Tamp, 
and married. After Cromwell's conquest of Ireland, the property of the Knt/ircTe! 
Shortalls was declared forfeited, and their ancient manor of Ballylarkan was 
appropriated to Sir Greorge Ayscue, knight, admiral of the English fleet under 
the Commonwealth, to whom it was confirmed by a grant under the Act of 
Settlement, dated 14th October, 1667, notwithstanding that the representative 
of the ancient proprietors petitioned King Charles II. for restoration to his 
family patrimony. The memorial is still extant in the Kecord Tower, Dublin mss. ub. d., 
Castle, being that of Colonel James Dempsy, and the officers of his regiment. Tower. "" 
showing that upon laying down their arms in Ireland, they left the country and 
served under the Prince of Cond^, having flrst offered their services to Charles. 
On these grounds they prayed (but their prayer was unavailing) for a proviso 
in the Act of Settlement to restore them to their estates. The next signature 
to that of Colonel Dempsy is " James Shortall, heir of Oliver Shortall, of Bally- 
larkan." Whether his claim was that of being the lineal representative of Sir 
Oliver, who died in 1630, or that he was the grandson of Thomas, living in 
1635, by a son named Oliver, we have not been enabled to determine, but the 
latter appears most likely. The property has since remained alienated from 
the Shortall family. The castles of Ballylarkan and of Odogh have been utterly 
destroyed, but portions of the exterior defences of the bawn, with a curious 
flanking turret, relics of the ancient manorial fortress, still exist at BallykeeSe. 

[15.] "^it facet magt fo&ES mog^Ianttt* qubba tanccllarfus oss' tctUt fuf t/biit 
xfx'bfe mn{« manft Anno Iriii m'tmc^ff^ p' cuE' aia ctiClfii' bketf pti* or* 01 anc m' 
9ttlmt* a itnibo p'te OKtt'o'' epo o»* x\ bits fiialg. 

<Bia{9q^s n* q' titfElt' sta p'kge plota. J&m qS er' Conaq* q' ts p* me p'tot ora*. 
}oIiea mogblanttt )k oiontt. 

* O'Pbelan, hj misUke, copied tfaii nune kett, who died long before MogUande; but 

0WtbIli)>C. and Ledwich uid Shoe have both Oliver Cuitwel) waa bishop at the time of the 

•0 printed it. pladsg of the tomb in the cathedral, and the 

A OTheUn copied this as BniD, in which word in the inscription clearly reads OU«'o. 

he was followed bj Ledwich and Shee. The * This distich, in an Eagliah form, is still 

onlj bishop of Ossoiy, named David, was Hac- mach used in the grave-Tards of Eilkoiny. 
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Transutioh: — Here lieth Master John MoghUnde, formerly chancellor of tlie chmob 
of Ossory, who died the xixth day oFMarch, ii.cccx:c.viii, ; for whose soul any person say- 
ing the Lord's Prayer and the Hail Mary is granted zl days' indulgence by the reTerend 
father Oliver, Bishop of Ossory. Thou who pssseet by pause, read, and lament. I 
am what you shall be. I was what you are. Pray for me, I beseech you. 
John Moghlande of the mountun. 

This is a floor slab, in good preservation, ornamented by a very gracefully 
interlaced cross, the only example of the kind in the cathedral, and which is 



here accurately figured. The inscription is in raised Old English characters, 
carried round the verge of the tomb. The rhyming distich is cut on the 
drooping ends of a band which runs across the shaft of the cross in the 
centre, and hangs down at either side; and the words " Johes Moghlande 
de monte" are inscribed on the graduated base of the cross, which, as well 
as the band, is in relief. It appears to have been the custom anciently, with 
notaries public, to have each a peculiar cross as his private mark. There 
are many very curious examples of interlaced and floriated crosses, sketched 
with pen and ink, as the private marks of notaries, existing amongst the records 
of the see of Ossory in the office of the Diocesan Register, and in the Evidence 
Chamber, Kilkenny Castle, each notary inscribing his signature on the base of 
the cross, exactly as on the monument under notice. That the form of cross 
le Mss., sculptured on the monument was Moghlande's private mark, as a notary public, 
'' appears from two instruments bearing his notarial signature — an interlaced 
cross, of exactly the same form as that carved on his monument, with his name, 
" Jo. Mo. de monte," inscribed in an abbreviated form on the base. 

The Moghlandes were a family residing in the town of Kilkenny in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the name appearing occasionally on the bur- 
gage rolls ; but they do not seem to have ever held any municipal office. The 
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name was anciently written, indifferently, Moghlande, Molghait, and Mobland, 
and ia evidently the same as the modem aumame Moylan. Of the history of 
the member of the family for whom the tomb waa placed in the cathedral, 
beyond what the inscription tells us, we have only been able to ascerttun that 
he was a notary public, and, as such, certified an act of Oliver Cantwell, Bishop 
of Ossoiy, in the year 1501 — styling himself "Johannes Mohland clericua 
Ossoriensis diocesis, publicus sacris Apostolica et Imperiali auctoritatibus nota> 
rius;" he likewise, as John Molghan, notary public, witnessed, with Master 
William Molghan, vicar of Knocktupher, the will of Sir James Butler, anno 
1494 (see p. 190, infra). From the words " de monte" following his name we 
may presume be was a native of the hilly district in the modem baronies of 
Iverk and Knocktopher, known as the " Walsh Mountains." The head of the 
family of Walsh, who was the proprietor of the district, was always described 
as " Walsh of the mounttun," a title in which his kinsmen took great pride, as 
would appear from some of the remains of bardic poetry, connected with the 
district, which have been handed down to our time by oral tradition. 

[16.] ^it \dstx ^etrus ^rant canonfrus Oxonft alumnus et bftatt^ tie adalletarene 
q' ohfit "ait nfii° mensfs Jf ebtuaifi 3° bf \CLata''ix cut' aie p'pfcfet' tens ^nun. 

Tbahslation : — Here lietb Canon Peter Grant, a student of Oxford, also vicar of 
Bally tarsna, ffho died the 23rd day of the month of February, A.D. ii.cccco.lx.; on whose 
soul may God have mercy. Amen. 

This is a floor slab which has been so injured by being constantly walked 
over, that the inscription, which was carried all round the edge in Old English 
characters, is almost totally defaced, only an occasional letter being legible. 
We are, therefore, compelled to give the inscription as we find it published by 
Ledwich from O'Phelan's MS., without being able to vouch for more than its 
general accuracy. The centre of the tomb is occupied by a cross, the arms of 
which are enclosed in a cusped circle, formed of inverted segments of eight 
smaller circles, with a fleur-de-lis at each junction. The base is graduated. The 
cross is similar to that on the tomb of William Hotlechan, the weaver, an engrav. 
ing of which will be found amongst the monuments of the ensuing century. 
2 a 
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It would appear from the list of literary worthies of bis time supplied hy 
Stanihurst, that it was not unusual for Irish students to frequent the English 
universities at the period; but the honour of being an alumnus of Oxford must 
have been deemed one to be not a little proud of, as we find it thus ostenta- 
tiously paraded on the monument of Peter Grant He was a native of the 
county of Kilkenny, his family appearing to have been settled and to have 
taken a respectable position, from a period immediately subsequent to the Eng- 
lish Invasion, in the district where the ecclesiastical benefice which he held is 
TO™, B. 11., situated — the barony of Iverk. From an extent of the rents and services 
Brit. ' of the free tenants of the barony of Overke, taken in the seventh year of King 

Edward II. (1313), and which was preserved in the Earl of Ormonde's Book 
of Extents, — a precious manuscript, unfortunately destroyed some years since 
by an accidental fire, — it appears that David le Graunt then held of the Baron 
of Iverke, or Overke, one townland and a half in Hillid (Ullid) and Bally- 
trasnye ( Ballytarsna), by suit of court, and Ss. regal service ; also a fourtii part 
of a townland in Ballycorry, by 12d. rent, without sxiit of court. At the same 
time William le Graunt held of the same baron half a carucate of land, with 
its appurtenances, in Clontory, by half a mark rent, without suit of court j also 
Kym'hoyth, by suit of court, and 20s. regal service. The original grantee of the 
barony of Iverk was Miles Fitz David, one of the most distinguished of the 
knights who came over with Fitz Stephen on the invasion of Ireland. From 
him, or bis immediate descendants, the property passed to the Le Poer family, 
Carte's Or- from whose representative, Roger Fitz Milo le Poer, Edmund le Botiller, Earl 
"notion, p. of Carrick, purchased in the beginning of the fourteenth century the whole 
lordship of the barony of Iverke in Ossory ; the deed of conveyance being 
dated at Knocktopher, on the Wednesday after the feast of St. Gregory, in 
the twelfth year of Edward II. (1318). Still, the Le Poers retained posses- 
sion of the greater portion of the manor of Iverk, and seem to have continued 
to be looked upon by the ancient tenants as their feudal lords ; and thus, when 
the unfortunate Lord Eustace le Poer joined in Desmond's rebellion, and was 
ftmftri**, nib taken and hanged at the siege of Castleisland, in Kerry, in the year 1345, 
amongst the knights who were captured and executed with him was Sir William 
s.,t. Pat., 20 Graunt, who had followed his fortunes in that rash enterprise. Sir William 
i.d.iii,,m.io6. ^^^ attainted for hia share in the rebellion, and his property granted to Fulc 
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de la Freigne ; whilst the forfeited patrimony of the Lord Eustace le Poer 

was conferred by the crown on the Butler family, and served to fltrSnethen the flw. fw., n 

^ ' ° Ed.lll.,m. 126. 

influence of the Earls of Ormonde in Iverk. Still members both of the families 
of Le Poer and of Grant continued to hold lands and castles in the barony. 
In 1365, a jury of the county of Kilkenny was empanelled, on the octave of St Hot Jftm., 39 
Hilary, to inquire as to the lands which had belonged to John Fitz Robert le m. 26. 
Poer, knight, deceased. They found that he had possessed, inter alia, the 
manor of Curlody in Iverk, which had passed into the hands of David Graunt^, 
and which said David stilt held. The ruins of the castle of Curlody still exist 
in the neighbourhood of Ballytarsna. In the beginning of the next century 
we have the ancestors of the person for whom this monument was placed ren- 
dering military service to the Ormonde family, as they had previously done to 
the he Poers; for in 1421, we are told, a slaughter was made of the fol- Ai«hd>ii^ 
lowers of James, the fourth Earl of Ormonde, then Lord Deputy of Ireland, v'^'it* p**^' 
by the sept of O'More, by whom they were attacked near the monastery of 
Leys (the modem Abbeyleix), where twenty-seven "English were slain, the 
chief of whom were Purcell and Grant, noblemen." The family continued to 
possess property in the barony of Iverk, and in contiguity to the parish of Bal- 
lytarsna, down to the middle of the seventeenth century; for by an inquisition 
held at Thomastown on the 16th April, 1626, it was ascertained that David /■ji«.Com. 
Graunte had lately died seised of the town and lands of Ballynebooly, alias c*r i. Norn. 
lUundbeg, which he had held from the Earl of Ormonde, as of his manor of 
Grenagh. This property his successor forfeited for his connexion with the orami> nmda- 
cause of the Confederate Catholics in 1641, and it was granted, and confirmed tt^%,Tj^l 
under the Acts of Settlement and Explanation, to Comet Robert Howford, a ^a'&aocsufi. 
Cromwellian trooper. ^"^ p"' "" 

* In 1359 DavidGraunt was one of eleven gen- horses to aid the king in hia Scottish wu-. (Sy- 

tlemen nomiDated by the Crown to collect, in mtr, vol. iL p. 906.) The fact that amongst the 

the Liberty and town of Kilkenny, a eubridj knights engaged in this expedition to Scotland 

granted in aid of the war agunat Art Kavanagh. wa« Eustace le Poer, whom they looked apon as 

{EaL Gata., 33 Ed. III., m. 34). Previously, their feudal chief, may serve in some d^ree to 

in the year 1335, Wijliam and David Graunte identify these esquires with the William and 

were amongst the Irish esquires Eummoned to David Grauot who at the time held lands by the 

attend John Darcy, Justiciary, with arms and tenure of military eervicetn thebarony of Iverk. 
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[17.] . « f llanfci fctnunfi qui obffi xibff' bie mhis Sbepttbtfs anno &ni 

in''ccca''xt{'' m& ait ptopfcutuT 

Tbanslatioh: — of St. Canice, Kilkennj, who died the 27th day of the 

moQth of September, in the year of our Lord H.ccccc.zii., on whose soul may God have 
mercy. 

A fragment of a floor slab, the remainder of which has been loat or destroyed. 
It seems to have been erected to commemorate some dignitary of the cathedral, 
but we are afforded no clue towards ascertaining who he may have been. The 
inscription, in raised Old English characters, ran round the verge, and the 
centre of the tomb was filled by a cross in relief, of which only the base and a 
portion of the shaft are now remaining. 

[18.] I^Sb. V^it Mt stomas potnet it* otifft 0nno Dnf ifit^acct^xfI^ eit 
i^Bigtifa ¥s>^^ uxot mi. ^|ts poton fiUus tt ittt% tiictf ^Jionu tit sua tuo . . . 
^ogaiia satDa&BC q obierut Snno a . . fiH^ma". qut'quagrsslo. iSftus $iiten Hus 
^§18 Sliufl ct ^tnt qaonliain barstnius bflle gtbtntfn fctlienfe. qui i&icua obttt 27 bfe 
ounsfs iWaif 0° biii ^'.taa" 83. <£t Isabilla l&otb uxor fiU^ q obfit [ ] bit mensto 
[ ] a' toni itt'.trat" [ ] 

Tbamblatioh : — Jesus. Here lie Thomas Power, who died in the year of our Lord 
H.CCCCC.XIZ., and Margeria Pynson, his wife; also John Power, son and h^ of the aaid 
Thomas, with his wife Joanna Savadge, who died in the year of our Lord h.ccccc. and 
fifty; Richard Power, the son and heir of John; formerly burgesses of the Irishtowa of 
Kilkenny ; which Richard died the 27th day of the month of May, in the year of our Lord 
Ibii^. And Isabella Roth, his wife, who died the [ ] day of the month of [ ] 

in the year of our Lord k.ccccc [ ]. 

A floor slab, displaying an interlaced cross in relief, difiering very slightly 
from that on the tomb of Bishop Gafhey, which will be found accurately 
engraved at a subsequent page. The shaft was originally entwined with a pro- 
fusion of interlaced bands, but these, aa well as the base of the cross, were 

* Ledwicb printed this nrtii, notwithBtanding of the inscription being imperfect, 
that O'Phelan copied it correctly. Shee omits ^ Shee has printed this date, 153S, reveniDg 

all notice of the mouTunent, apparently because tbe two last figures. 
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nearly cut away at a period eubaequent to the original placing of the monu- 
ment, for the purpose of making additions to the inscription, in order to record 
the obits of other members of the family. The combination of Roman and 
Arabic numerals in the dates is curious, but tt is not unusual in monumental 
inscriptions of the period. 

The Powers, or Poores, as the name is more frequently written in the muni- 
cipal records, were a branch of the important family of Le Poer, of the counties 
of Kilkenny and Waterford, which settled in the town and engaged in trade at 
an early period. In 1339 Nicholas Power was one of the two portrevea of 
Kilkenny; in 1394 Adam Power filled the same office; and in 1452 Patrick 
Power was portreve. The Richard Power of the monument, who seems to 
have been proud of being a burgess of the Irishtown, we find holding several 
offices in connexion with that Corporation. In 1552 Richard Poore was one of Fim BmA ^ 
the four members of the body elected auditors of the burgage accounts for the t/zmUinn. 
year. In 1558 he was elected one of the constables of Irishtown. In 1561 
he was raised to the dignity of portreve, or chief magistrate of that little 
borough; and in 1565 we have him taking the appointment of one of the 
appraisers of meat under the Corporation. 

[19.] f^fc ^ut Gliomas banofce* q* Mix xxbf trfc mis* ^uUf anno bf m''ccca*n" 
(Saf* aie p'pfttetur Iieus ^mm. 

TaAHSLATiON :— Here lieth Thomas Kairoke, who died the 26th day of the month of 
July, in the year of oar Lord k.ccccg.xx; on whoee bouI may God have mercy. Amen, 

A floor slab, narrowing slightly towards the bottom ; the inscription in 
raised Old English letters ; the centre ornamented by a cross of that form 
which in heraldry is termed " flor6," and it is the only monument in the cathe- 
dral which bears the crucial emblem thus depicted. The base of the cross, 
which is in relief, is graduated of four steps, and the shaft is plain, which is not 
iisual in the tombs of this century, as they generally present an ornament not 
to be found in the monuments of those preceding it, in the shape of bands, 

■ O'PheUn erroneoosly copied this name Kot- ther mistake, followed by Ledwi<^ and Shce, 
TOM, and Ledwicb and Shee so printed it. Ano- makes the date JH^cmcx. 
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which, from the simple form in which they first appear on Moughlande's tomb 
(No. 15), soon grew into a most marked feature of the device, being enlarged 
and interlaced to such an extent as to fill up the entire of the lower part of the 
slab. We can supply no information respecting Thomas Karroke, or his family ; 
the name does not appear in the municipal records of Kilkenny or Irishtown. 



[20.] W^ Eactt lins ^th CaUofl qaOci p'Benlot i%tC ntXlt q* tAiit Mil bte m»' 
nobetiiffl 3° &' m''ncti°xuf'' cui9 a& ffcitV b's anu. ittilo eps oss' oEb^ triutiV oi'one 
bica I) salulRcu aglitii p* ata flici piitoris totits q'rits ?r»stt xl bits Qralgtcii. 

I^it 3|a«t tni %o^t% Jielt ^Itesantatf? fsti^ mlh q' otifit [ ]. 

Tbanslatioh : — Here lieth Master John Cantwel, formerly precentor of thia church, 
who died the 18th day of the month of November, in the year of our Loid h.cccccjcxzi., 
on whose soul maj God have mercy. Amen. MUo, Bishop of Ossory, has granted forty 
days' indulgence to any one aa oflen as he ahall say the Lord's Prayer and the Angelic 
Salutation for the soul of the said precentor. 

Here lies Master John Nele, treasurer of (his church, who died [ ]. 

These two inscriptions are cut on a slab ornamented with a cross in relief, 
bearing a general resemblance to that on the tombs of Peter Grant and Wil- 
liam Hollechan, the latter of which will be found accurately figured on a subse- 
quent page. The inscription to the memory of Cantwell is that proper to this 
monument, which was afterwards appropriated by Nele — a portion of the base 
of the cross having been cut away io carving the usurping legend. The date 
of Nele's death was never inserted. 

The Cantwell family was amongst the early Norman settlers in the counties 
of Kilkenny and Tipperary. In the former they were proprietors of the castles 
of Cantwell's Court, Stroan, and Cloughscregg ; and their principal burying- 
place was at Kilfane church, where a magnificent cross-legged effigy of a knight, 
bearing the family arms on his shield, still remains'. The head of the Tip- 
perary branch resided at the castle of Moykarky, and their place of interment 
was Kilcooly abbey, where some interesting monuments, erected to their 

' Bee a paper, by one of the Authors, on Kilkenny," in The Transadiong of the Kiliemty 
*' The Crog*-legged Effigies of the County of Ardtaologioal Society, vol. ii, p. 63. 
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memory, still remain. Amongst the knights who came over with Strongbow namtr-t ct™- 
to the conquest of Ireland was Hugh Cantwell. Sir Thomas de Kentewall is i633;),p.'i87. 
one of the witnesses to a charter granted by Theobald Walter, first chief butler mo^de, iDtm- 
of Ireland, to his town of Gowran, in the reign of Richard I., so that we have ' '^ * 
a member of the family brought into connexion with the county of Kilkenny 
at a very early period. In 1309 Thomas de Cantewelle was constable of the a* p«t., 3 
castle of Offerclan ; and in 1317 he was empowered to make a treaty with the iw. rw- ii 

Ed. IJ PI. 129- 

O'Brenans and other felons of the Cantred of Odogh — i. e. the territory of 

Idough in the county of Kilkenny; but in 1319, being worn out with age, he 

was exempted from attending at assizes. In 1381 Walter Cantwell, living Roi.Pat..h 

in the marches of Ballygaueran (the barony of Gowran), in front of the 

Irish enemies M'Morgh and O'Nolan, received a royaJ license to treat with 

those native chieftains for the protection of his own property and that of 

his tenants and dependents. In 1408 the custody of the lands and castles Aot. n^i., lo 

of Robert, son and heir of Walter Cantwell, in Eathcool and Stroan, was p«r»,m.8T. 

granted to Richard and Thomas Cantwell; all his property in the county of irf™. a-pa™, 

Kilkenny, then in the king's hands, having been released to him a few months 

previously. The representative of the Kilkenny branch of the family, in 1641, 

was Thomas Cantwell, Esq., of Cantwell's Court, whom the Supreme Council 

of Confederate Catholics appointed their provoet-marahal, a post which the OHginaiDtp,,. 

depositions of the Protestant inhabitants allege him to have filled with great f. a. c!Trii^ ' 

cruelty. Be this as it may, he forfeited his property for his connexion with '^''"■'^"'''■ 

the Rebellion ; and the petition of his son, Captain John Cantwell, of Colonel mss. Btimiag- 

James Dempsey's regiment, to be replaced in his patrimony, at the Restoration, D.ISiia'oMk, 

on the ground of his having served abroad under the Prince of Cond^ and *'' ^' 

ofiered his services to King Charles II. whilst in exile, received no attention. 

Many of the Cantwells held high offices in the Church besides the precentor of 

the cathedral, whose tomb is under consideration. In the beginning of the Rot. ft*., lo 

fifteenth century Master John Cantwell was Archdeacon of Ossory, and in hT' ' ""' 

1431 was appointed sub-collector of the papal revenue in Ireland. In 1488 

Oliver Cantwell, a Dominican monk, was consecrated Bishop of Ossory, and 

proved one of the most active and improving prelates who filled the see. James 

Cantwell was Official of Ossory in the early part of the sixteenth century. The 

last prior of the Augustinian abbey, and the last abbot of the Dominican con- 



yGooQle 



182 INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. [bect. u. 

^g^'^^mn ^®^* '^■^ Kilkenny, were members of this femily, Richard Cantwell having eur- 
pp.870, 87i. ' rendered St. John's, and Peter Cantwell the Dominican abbey, to the Crown 

in 1539. 

The family of Nele or Neil was not numerous in Balkenny, or at least 

makes no figure in the municipal records. In the county, the name occurs on 

a monument in the parish church of Callan, erected by James Nealea, biirgesa 

and sovereign of that town, in 1624. 

[21.] H* I^m. |^{t Eflcent Ipttmt butttlet (iToinM ®nnonfe ( ®ss' q* oiiift£(ln 
bit ^QgQstf &," bn' m''t(tcc''nxti° (St matsanta fi' grTailie Comitissa nxoi ei^ q obfit 
fx life gtasastf [ ] 

Tkaksutiom : — 4* Jesns of Nazareth, King of the Jews. Here lie Piers Butler, Earl 
of Ormonde and Oasory, who died on the 26th day of Augast, in the year of out Lord 
M.CCCCC.ZXXIX., and the Countesa Margaret Fitzgeralde, his wife, who died on the 9th day 
of August [ ] 

This monument is of the table form, and is supported at the north side by 
a slab ornamented with six niches, within which are the figures of Apostles ; 
on the south, by another slab, carved with the figure of Christ bound to a pillar 
to be scourged, and the emblems of the Passion; as also two shields, one charged 
with the chief indented, surmounted by the word ®nnonti in Old English letters ; 
the other bearing five annulets a canton ermine, with the word ftantbtitt above it 
in similar characters ; at the foot is a slab with the arms of Thomas, the tenth 
Earl of Ormond, grandson to the persons commemorated by the monument, and 
at the head a carving of the Crucifixion. It has already been stated (p. 139, 
supra), that the late Marquis of Ormonde brought together the effigies of Piers 
and his Countess, which had been incorrectly placed by Bishop Pococke on 
separate table monuments ; it is, therefore, almost needless to remark, that the 
supporting portions of the tomb cannot be, in any way, claimed as having ori- 
ginally belonged to it. The armour of the effigy of Piers, Earl of Ormonde 
(see Plate facing this page), is nearly identical with that already described 
in noticing Sbortall's monument (see p. 166, supra). The difierences are as 
follows: the visor of the less acutely pointed bascinet is pierced by a slit 
surrounded with holes, opposite each eye ; the coat of plates is shorter, consisting 
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of coDtinuouB bands of steel overlappiDg each other like those of the eoUerets*; 
the sword-belt also, which is jewelled where attached to the scabbard, is here 
slung over the right shoulder instead of being buckled round the hips. The 
gauntlets, which are perfect, have the fingers jointed in plate, and protected 
by raised " gadlings" of steel. Upon the cushion at each side of the head is 
carved, io low relief, the Ormonde crest, a falcon. The feet rest on a dog. By 
the side of the Earl lies his Countess, her hands joined in prayer. She is clad 
in a " supertunic," with sleeves and skirt of ample width, the former gathered 
into bands at the wrists, from beneath which appear the closely fitting laced 
sleeves of the " klrtle'^. The collar of the supertunic is made low, and fells 
back over the shoulders-, the dress is confiued at the waist by a girdle, the end of 
which, richly jewelled and embroidered, depends below the knee ; on the head is 
worn the " homed head-dress," with its richly reticulated " caul" for the hair, 
over which appears the elaborately embroidered "coverchef" depending in 
folds to the shoulders, and supported at each side by small figures of angels. 
The inscription is cut in relief on the slabs at the right side of the male, and 
the left of the female effigy. The year of the Countess's death was never 
inserted: the sculptor would appear, indeed, to have been interrupted in his 
work, as the words — fi tit ^ugustf — are merely traced on the stone. 

The armour of James, Earl of Ormonde, son to the Earl Piers, who died in 
London, A.D. 1546 (if we are right in assigning to him the monument repre- 
sented at p. 136, supra), is identical with that worn by his father ; the feet rest 



• This seems to have been sometimea termed 
vrhite harneBs, or armoor. In 1515 it was pro- 
posed " thftt every geutyllmaa of lande* be 
chkrgeid to have hisborsBeuid hJa harnoyee, aod 
his spereS) after the maner of Walshe speres . . 
.... and that hit be at his eclection to ryde in 
vbyt harooyse, after the maner of Englaod, 
orelles to ryde in his jakke, with his halbryck 
f haaberkj and his gorgete, bo that he shalle bere 
hia spere in the rest at bis pleasur." And agaia, 

" that every man of the ooble folke be 

chargeyd to have hie horsee and his hamoyie, 
that is to saye, his jakke, hia halbryk, hia gor- 
get, his baseuet, his swerde, and his spere, reddy 



allwaye, after the maner of this lande; boo that 
every borBSemanoflandeB,or of sabstaunce, have 
a payre of grayves, and a gauntlet for hia lyfte 
hande." — State Papers, toL ii., part iii., pp. 
22, 23. 

** A dresB of a similar form is represented as 
worn by a lady, who died aboat A. D. 1400, and 
whose braes is inSt.Laurence*schurcb, Norwich. 
. — See Jlonujoenlal Brataea and Shba, p. 67. 

' We have here used the words employed by 
Mr. Boutell to describe the head-dress of Lady 
Halle, BS represented on the brass of her hus- 
band and herself, in Heme church, Kent. The 
date ia circ 1420, more than a centory before 
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on a lioa, and at each Bide of the head are carved heater-shaped shields charged 
with a chief indented. This monument is uninscribed. 

James, third Earl of Ormonde, had, by hia wife, Anne, daughter of John 
Lord Welles, two sons — James, by whom he was succeeded in the earldom, and 
Richard (so called after his godfather. King Richard II.), who was afterwards 
knighted, and settled at Paulstown, in the county of Kilkenny. Richard mar- 
ried Catharine, daughter of Gildas O'Reilly, lord of Cavan, and is best known 
as the father of the celebrated Sir Edmond ifac Richard Butler, who by his 
wife, Catharine, daughter of Maolrony 0*Carrol, Barbatua, had, inter alios, Sir 
James Butler, his eldest son. The author of an unpublished pedigree of the 
House of Ormonde' thus writes: — 

" I haue seene an Act of Parliament past in this Realme in the tytii« of King Edw: y' 
4*, whereby all atttunders, judgements, and vllaryes, had against y* b* James Butler Bu 
Edmond £tz Richard, were repealed ; w*" attunders were produced because j* said James, 
& others of his Howse, tooke part with King Henry y* 6*^ ag" the s* King Edw : y' 4*^. 
Note that y* b^ King Edw: 4: by his Letters Patents, bearing date y* II th of Aprill in y* 
8tb year of his Raigne, granted vnto y* s' James, by the name of James fitz Edmund fitz 
Richard Butler, (in consideracSn of his taithfull Bcrrice) the mannJ oFCallan, & y' Aduowaon 
thereof (among other things) for and during y* naturall lyfe of y" ^ James, as by y' b* Letters 
Patents remayneing among the s* Earle of Ormond's Euidenoes may appeare. It appears, 
by an old booke remayneing in y' Towne of Carriok M'Griffin, in y* County & Liberty 
of Tipperary, with y" Portrefe & Burgesses of that Toune ; that the s* John Buttler, late 
Earle of Ormond & Wiltshire by his deede bearing date y* 12th of October in anno 1472", 
& in y* 12° yeare of y" b' King Edw : y' 4*", did constitute & appoynt the sayd Jamea 
Butler, . . . (being his kinesman) to be his Atturney & Deputy to deals in all causes con- 
cerning y* s* Earle & his lands, lordships, and jurisdictions, in y* Realme of Ireland ; w*^ 

transcHpt of a Treatise on Philosophy, printed 
at Paris A. D. 1651 ; " Mr. Thomas RusseU's 
Relation of the Fitz Geralda of Ireland, written 
in the county of Clare, 22° die Octobris, A.D. 
1638;" "The Pedegree of the Geraldlnes of 
Desmond;" and "The Pedegree of the Fitz Ge- 
ralds of Dromany," in which occurs the date 
1688. The MS. is of the last date. 

<> The date has been changed, in a later hand, 
to 1477; but this does not ogreewith the regnal 
year given by Lawless. 



the period of the Countess of Onnonde's death. 
See Honummtal Braaats and Sla^, pp. 62, 63. 
' This pedigree, which remains in MS. in tlie 
possession of the Earl of Bessborough, is Headed 
" The Pedegree of the most Noble House of 
Ormond, by Richard Lawless, of Kilkenny, 
Oentl. ;" it displays much knowledge of original 
doouments, and from internal eTidencemuet hove 
been compiledearly in thereignof James L See 
more about the Lawless family in the notice of 
their monnment. The volume also contains a 
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Commission was by him vsed & executed accordingly. And y* 8* James by vertue of that 
Commission, layd downe certain Orders for Reformation & good Goverment of y* a* 
Toune of Carrick. The sayd James Butler fitz Edmund (as y' sayd Thomas Fyan' doth 
write) was author of peace in his time) & was well beloued in bis Country, his power and 
fortune was greate, and he had many victoryes vpon bis enemyea. Hee built y* castle of 
Negbom neere Gawran ; and dyed y* 16" of Aprill A° 1487 ; & is buried in y' Fryery 
of Callan, which himself had founded. The said James was marryed to Sawe Keuenagh, 
daughter of M°Murroghowe y* chief of his name*', by whom he bad issue S" Piers Butter, 
knight." 

Master Richard Lawless has, in this passage, unquestioaahly told the truth, 
yet there is a secret history coDnected with the marriage of Sir James Butler 
with the daughter of Mac Murrough, unnoticed in the Ormonde pedigrees, but 
revealed by the original documents, still in possession of the family. Carte has Cutca Or- 
already placed on record the tenor of the royal letter of denization, freeing iDtrodIi«kn,'' 
Sabina Kavanagh from all Irish servitude, and granting to her all the privileges ^ " '' 
of English law ; but it is cot generally known that Sabh, or Sabina, as the name 
is Latinized in old documents, and Sir James, were of kin sufficiently near, 
according to the canon law, to bar their marriage", unless dispensed with by 

* Fyan was a clergyman of the diocese of Os- " Leooardus, miseracione diuioa &c., sancte 
flory, and a notary public Susanne p'b'r Cardioalis Discreto Vlro Official! 

" This was Donnell Beagh (fnscus) twelfth in OaBeren' salt' in dno. Oblate nobis nuper pro- 
succession from Dermot Uac Murrough, King parte dilecli nobis in xpb Petri Boutiller, laid 
of Leinster, who succeeded in 1431 to the cap- Osseren' dice', peticionis series cootinebat qd 
tuncy of his nation. The present Arthur Ka- licet post^ quondam Jacobus bontiller et Sa- 
▼anagh, of Borris, Esq.. descends from ArtOge, bina Eewanacfa, ipius ezponentis parentes, no 
tenth in succession, who died in 1417. See Ta- ignoniitea ee Secundo a Ttrtio ac Quarto nmplici 
ble of Descent from Dermot Uac Murrough. — AffiniUUu gradSms inuUxm fore coitmcto* wi se 
Proceedings and Papers of tht Kilkenny and SofOh aUinere, matrimonium inter se per uerba de 
EatI of Ireland Arch. Soc., voL i., p. 120, new pnti cutraxerant illud^ camali copula consu- 
leries. mauerant, etprolemprocreauerant; aplicsstuao 

* None of the pedigrees that we have seen give £po Osseren' per quas ipoa ab ex61jis snia quS 
any clue to this relationship. The particular propterea incnrrerant abeolui, seoum^ ut ma- 
degree of consanguinity is set forth in the fol- trlmonium inter se de nouo contrahereat, et in 
lowing document issued from the Papal Peni- eo, post^ contractum foret, remanere ualerent, 
tentiary, at the request of Sir Piers Butler, dispensare certa tunc expreass forma mandaba- 
A.D. 1517. of which the original, wanting only tur, traa obtinuerint; tref bfiiai exeoutioni fue- 
the seal, is atill preserved in the Evidence Cham- rint demandat& Quia tame de execntione bihoi 
ber, Kilkenny Castle : — sulum per testium attestationea costat, ab aliqui- 
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the Pope ; and that Sir James brought home his affianced bride, who had borne 
him two sons, Edmund and Theobald, before the dispensation was procured. 
The notarial instrument which proves these facts tells us that, when all legal 
impediments were removed, Sir James rode from Knocktopher castle to 
the parish church of Liaterlin, nearly half way toward the Cavanaghs' country, 
accompanied by a train of his friends and retainers; and that, when the marriage 
was there formally solemnized id the face of the Church before a large assem- 
blage of the clergy and gentry of Kilkenny and Wexford, the previously born, 
and, by the common law, illegitimate infant chUdren were placed with their 
parents beneath the stole' of Henry de Londres, vicar of Knocktopher, the 
officiating priest. It ia probable that the marriage took place in the year 1467, 
for the letter of denization is dated the 10th of May, 7th Edward IV., but the 
VitpubUthid affiancing must be placed several years earlier. By an Act of the Parliament 
Ed!'iv!,'c S8. holden in that year, all attainders, judgments, or outlawries for treason, had 
against James fitz Edmond, fitz Richard Botiller, were repealed ; and it was 
further enacted, that as, after affiance and before matrimony, the said James had 
issue, by " Saub" Cavanagh, Edmond and Theobald, who by law of the Church 
were muliern in virtue of subsequent matrimony, they should be adjudged mtdiers 
accordingly, and made capable of inheriting as if born in wedlock. This Act 
of Parliament serves to fix, approximately, the date of the birth of Piers, the 



bus flimplicibiis et inns ignaria w: ipias expo- 
netie forsa enmliB, asseritur tras predictos suo 
carere effectu, ac de absoJutione et dispensatiane 
hmoi hesiUtur. Ad ora igttur taiiam et alior' 
BuperhiiBoblaquiToleatiumemulor^obstmeiida, 
BuppUcori fecit hiiiliter dictas exponena sibi 
super biis per sedera aplicaiu de opoTtuno reme' 
dio DUO provideri. Nos igitur Aucte dni ppa 
caina pniarie coram gerimua, Diacretioni tae 
GomittimuE, qtua, si vocatis vocandis tibi con- 
stiterit, de aaaertis declares tras predictas auum 
Bortitnm fuisse effectum, ac de absolutione et 
dispentatioue aliUQ> in dictia tria conteatia a qoi- 
buaais Dullateana heaitari poase nee debere, sed 
plenum firmilatis robur obtinere in omnibua et 
per omnia perinde ac si de executiooe bmoi per 



processiim et ata auctenticas acripturas in aimili- 
bua fieri aolitas plene et legitime conetaret Dat* 
£ome apud Sctm Petrum sub sigillo officii 
pniarie iii Non' Julii Pont' Dni Leonia ppe x. 
Anno Qnarto.*' 

In a pedigree preserved in the Eridence Cliam- 
ber, Kilkenny Caatle, Jane, aiater to Sir James 
Butler, ia Btated to have been married to " IAmt- 
rough Ballogh, called Mac Murrough, or King 
of Leinater." The " Four Mastera" (voL iv., 
p. 9S1), hint that Sir James' great-grandmother 
had iaaue by a Mac Murrough as ber aecond hus- 
band ; the daughter of the latter being called the 
" [step] slater" of the Earl of Ormonde. 

* "SubPallio" are theworda of the document, 
but priests did not wear the palL 
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eldest child of bis parents bom in wedlock, as being shortly subsequent to, if 
not in the year 1467, as it is not likely that it would be sought for after his 
birth. Piers must have been at or near man's estate, when his father died in Csne'e Or- 
1487, for he was left heir and sole executor to the property, and named in the aon, pp. im, 
will as successor to his father in the authority conferred on the latter by John 
Earl of Ormonde, when setting out for the Holy Land in 1477, and continued 
in it by that Earl's brother and heir, Thomas, who succeeded to the title in 
1478. Piers would have been scarcely competent for this important trust before 
the age of twenty, and to have attained it, his birth must be assigned to the 
latter end of the year 1467. It is true, he may have been born a few years pre- 
viously, and the Act was possibly intended to provide for the casualty of his 
death, but as his father, in after years, notwithstanding the Act in question, 
evidently considered him his eldest legitimate son, it is not probable that after 
his birth he would have procured the passing of a Statute which would have 
had the effect of depriving Piers of his birthright. Sir James Butler died in 
the castle of Enocktopher, and there made his will, as follows: — 

"In the name of God. Amen. I, Sir James Butler, chief captain of ray nation, legi- 
timate son and heir of Edmund Butler, lately deceased, being sick in body, but of sound 
mind, before the witnesses here present do make my will in this form. ImprimU. I leave 
my eoul to Almighty God, and the Blessed Mary hie Mother, and to all the Saints, and my 
body to be buried in the monastery of the Augustine Friare of Callan ; and I will that all 
my moveable goods be distributed according to my pleasure, and the pleasure of my exe- 
cutor ; and I make and appoint Fiers Butler, my natural and legitimate son, my true heir 
and executor, and I leave him my horse and jupon, to pay from said horse to my creditors, 
whose goods and chattels I unjustly detained, twenty cows as satisfaction at their pleasure, 
and from the jupon six cows. Ilem. I give and grant to him the custody and defence of 
the lands of my Lord the Earl of Ormonde, as it was given to, and possessed by me. Item. 
I give and leave to the said Peter the particle of the true Cross, and the shield of St. 
Michael, and all the other holy relics of the Saints, all my precious stones and rings, toge- 
ther with my beads ; likewise all the jewels which belong to me of hereditary tight"*. 

It is not probable that Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, confirmed to Piers Butler 

■ The original notarial instrument, which it not for its great prolixity and di&useness, 

recites this will and the facts above mentioned, would be well worthy of insertion here ; for the 

is still preserved in the Evidence Chamber, Kil- sake of brevity, however, we are constrained to 

Icenoy Castle. It is written on Tellum, and, were be content with the ftdlowing abstract of it: — 
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the authority over his Irish estatea thus more Hibemtco bequeathed to him, for 
all our chroDiclers, though difiering as to dates, agree in representing James, the 



The inHtrumenttestiGes tbston July 3, 1507. 
according to the computatioa of the churches of 
Enghnd and Ireland, Sir Piers Butler exhibited 
before Patrick Strong, clerk of the diocese of 
Waterford, nnd notary, in the boose of Williua 
White, Mayor of Waterford, three aereral in- 
struments to the following effect, and prayed 
that they might be reduced to writing, and pub- 
lished, viz.: — 

I. An instrument of Oliver, Bishop of 0»- 
sory, testifying that on January 6, 1501, the 
noble and right puissant man. Sir Piers Butler, 
SOD of Janies Butler, produced before him certun 
witnesses to prove his legitimacy, and stop the 
mouths ofthose who impugned it, and demanded 
that those who asserted the contrary should be 
cited to appear at a certain day and place, to give 
testimony on their own behalf also. In com- 
pliance with which just demand were cited the 
noble gentlemen, Theobald, son of Edmund, and 
Richard, son of Theobald le Butler, who pre- 
tended to an interest in the matter, And all others 
whom it might concern, to appear on the 12th of 
thesaidmonthof January, in the cathedral of St. 
Canice, Kilkenny. On which day the partiesafore- 
Mid appeared; and the IStfa of the same month 
was fixed for the purpose of exhibiting and prov- 
ing certain articles relative to the matter, in the 
parish church of St. Mary, Rosbercou. The arti- 
cles wereas follows:— 1. That SabinaCavanagh 
was related to the noble gentleman, James But- 
ler fitz Edmund, in a certain degree (certo 
gradu) of consanguinity. 2. That the said James, 
this obstacle notwithstanding, brought home 
(traduxit) the said Sabina, and begat issue of 
her, to wit, Edmund and Theobald. 3. That in 
process of time a dispensation from the Apostolio 
See enabled the said Sabina and James to be 
united in lawful marriage. 4. That the said 



marriage was publicly solemnized in the face of 
the Church. 5. That after the said dispensation 
and marriage Fiers and John Butler were born 
of the said James and Sabina. To prove these 
articles the following witnesses were produced 
by Sir Fiers Batler, viz., Svlina, Abbess of Kil- 
killeheen in the diocese of Ossory, of the order of 
St. Augustine, who testified to the truth of all 
the articles. She had seen the dispensation, 
knew of the impediment, and was present when 
the marriage was celebrated in the parish churdi 
of Listerlin, in the diocese of Ossory, by Master 
Henry de Londres, vicar of Knocktopher; also, 
she saw the said Edmund and Theobald placed 
beneath the stole of the officiating priest, along 
with their parents, the said James and Sabina, 
when the marriage was solemnized ; likewise she 
knew Piers and John to have been born after- 
wards. Master Edmund O'Coman, vicar of 
Rosbercon, gave like testimony. William Sut- 
ton, gentleman, of the county of Wexford, tes- 
tified that the impediment was notorious, as was 
also the bringing home (traductio), and begetting 
of Edmtmd and Theobald; that he, the said de- 
ponent, rode with James Butler from the town 
of Knocktopher to Listerlin, was present at the 
celebration of the marriage, and aaw Edmund 
and Theobald placed under the stole along with 
their parents during the celebration of mass ; he 
also swore that Piers and John were afterwards 
born. Daniel Sutton gave like testimony, as did 
also Oliver Grace and John fiorstoll; the last 
also said, that he bad seen " the hauling home" 
(traductionem). Peter " Eufus'' O'Dergin gave 
like testimony, as did also Robert fir^, and 
Elycya Butler. Edmund iforster gave like tes- 
timony, and added that, when the said James 
•nd Sabina first wished to obtain the dispensa- 
tion, they sent the rector of Beaule to the Apo«- 
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tolic See to obtain it, who failed in so doing, yet 
he, the said deponent, had afterwardB seen the 
dispeoaation, and believed that Master John 
Hedyan had procured it. Walter Baroun gave 
like testimosy. Master John Lafiao, " in de- 
oretis Baccalaurena," bore like testimony, and 
deposed that be saw Dontiell "fuscua" Cava- 
nogh, father of the said Sabina, sending certain 
priesta to the Apostolic See for the dispensation, 
who, as it was said, failed; wherenpon a second 
time it was sent for, but before it arrived Theo- 
bald and Edmund were bom. Sabina Cavanagh 
herself confirmed all the former depositions, and 
testified to the truth of the articles from her owu 
knowledge. Margaret, the daughter of Edmund, 
David Dervill, brother Nicholas Bosher a pro- 
fessed canon of Innistiogue, Master Dermot 
O'Clery, Ticarof Callan, and Donatus "fuscus," 
O'Clery gave like testimony. When, the said 
Theobald and Richard contumaciously absenting 
themselves, and Sir Piers Butler appearing by 
his proctor, at his deure the said witnesses' t«eti- 
mony was reduced to writii^ and published in 
the cathedral church of St. Canioe, Kilkenny, 
on March 18th next following, in presence of 
the venerable and discreet men, Master Ed- 
mund Quemerford, Dean of Ossory, and Nicholas 
White, Dean of Waterford, Brother Thomas 
Lathy, Prior of Kelts, Master William, vicar of 
Enooktopher, John ButUr, and others, laymen 
and clerks, by John Mohlasd, olerk of Ossory, 
and notary public, 

II. An instrument of Walter, Archbishop of 
Dublin, testifying that Sir Fieri Butler ap- 
peared before him at his metropolitan visitation 
of the diocese of Ossory, in the cathedral church 
of St. Canioe, Kilkenny, and exhibited to htm 
a parchment schedule containing a petition, to 
the effect that whereas James, his father, had 



left him not only his esecutor, but also heir of 
all his goods, moveable and immoveable, and be- 
cause divers persons impugned the truth of this, 
and said that others should have inherited the 
same, he had caused the will of his said father 
to be proved by Oliver, Bishop of Ossory, and 
now wished that the Archbishop should further 
authenticate the said will, the said Archbishop, 
in the parish church of Gowran, in the diocese 
of Ossory, on August 8, 1502, alt due formalities 
having been gone through, granted his request 
Which will was written on a paper schedule, but 
properly and formally, in these words: — "Ih 
Dei NouiHE Amen. Ego Magister Jacobus Butler 
Capitaneus principalis mee nacionis, filius legit- 
tim9 et heres Edmandi Butler, nnper defuncti, 
licet eger corpore, sanus tameu mente, coram 
testibuB hie astantibuscondo testamentum meum 
in hunc modum. In primis aiam meam omipo- 
tenti deo, et beate marie virgini matri eius, ac 
omibuB Sanctis lego, corpus^ meu fore sepeliend' 
in Monasterio fratru August' Kalanie : omia 
vero mea mobilia bona distribuenda fore scdm 
meam mei$ executoris voluntate. Item facio et 
constitno Petrum Butler, filium men natucate et 
l^ittimii, meii ver' heredam ao executorem, ac 
sibi equii meu et jupam lego et do, reddendo 
tameo creditoribus meis ex eod^m equo, quor' 
bona iniuste habui, viginti vaccae, aut satisfao- 
tionem scdm eor' voluntatem, et ex jupa sex 
vaccaa. Item do et condo sibi custodiam et de- 
fencoem terrar' diii mei Comit' Ormonie, prout 
m' dabatur et habeo. Item do et lego ddem 
Petro Farticulam de Soncta Cruce, ac Scutum 
Sci Michaelis, omes^ alias Sc6t' Beliquias, omes^ 
preciosos lapides meos et anulos cum oraculis 
meis, oihia^ eciam Jocalia que jure hereditat* 
admeptinebant, &c And witnesses liaving been 
produced to prove the said will, they were exa- 
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absentee uncle, the Earl Thomas) even called Earl of Ormonde, into which 
The chronieu, HoDour, says StanihurBt, " a bastard Butler had by abatement intruded." The 
^ 88. Book of Howth' also, an older and better authority than Stanihurst, styles him 

Uwi(Bi'. Ptdt- the " eirle of Wormon." He was left under the protection of Thomas, the seventh 
Hmat of Earl, his father's brother^ and was brought up at the court of England, where 
he "grewe to bee expert in all feates of armes," and won the favour of 
Henry VII. In 1487 he did good service against the Geraldines, who sided 
with Lambert Simnel, for which hewasknightedby theKing. This Sir James 
Ormonde, commonly called " the black," was a valiant, but quarrelsome man*, 



Carta's Or- 
nomfr, Inlro- 
dQction, p. ili. 



lomed, and testiGed as follows, vis.: — Brother 
Donat O'Maly, Prior of the Augustan Friary of 
Callan, testified that he, with the other witnesses 
nndeni anted, was present in the Castle of Knock- 
topher when the said James Butler was dyingt 
who made bis will and disposed of his goods as 
in the said schedule wu contained, de verbo in 
verbum ; Brother William Barred, monk of the 
said Fryary, Master William Molghan, vicar of 
Knocktopher, Master John Horsman, chaplain, 
John Molghan, notary public, Evlina fforstall, 
and her son Edmund fibrstall, James, son of 
Bicbard fforstall, and John O'Readde, all de- 
posed that, along with said Donat O'Maly, they 
were present when the said will was made, aa 
contained in the said schedule. Which testi- 
mony, having been reduced to vriting, was pub< 
lisbed and authenticated in the presence of 
Sichard, Bsroii of fiumchurch, Patrick Sieger, 
alias de Sancto Leodegario, chief of his nacion, 
and John Bowland, vicar of Burncburch. There 
ts&lso Bet forth an instrument of Oliver, Bishop 
of Ossory, granting to Piers Butler the admi- 
nistration of thegoods of his father James, whose 
heir and executor the said Piers was, dated the 
[blank] day of [blank] 1495. 

III. An iostrument whereby William ffyan, 
cletk of Csehel, and notary public, attests and 
confirms the foregoing second instrument, as 
having been present, and having reduced the 



said matters to writing, and published them. 

Which three instruments were reduced to 
writing, and published in the presence of Wil- 
liam White, mayor of Waterford, James Sher- 
loke, bailiff of the same, and William Morese, 
canon of the church of Ossory, under the nota- 
rial certificate and signature of Patrick Strong. 
The instrument bears the usual notarial mark, 
an interlaced cross, with the signature " Patri- 
cius de ffortis" on the base. 

' This MS., which is now in the Carew col- 
lection, Lambeth Library, voL 623, is on vel- 
lum. We are assured by a competent authority 
that the " Discourse of the variance betwene the 
Erles of Kildare and Ormond," ia written by one 
who learned to write and spell in the time of 
Henry VIIL; although the dates supplied by 
the latter portion of the " Discourse" prove it 
to have been written in the reign of Elizabeth. 

** Lawless says he was left in care of Thomas, 
by his brother John, the fourth £arl, who died 
" in pilgrimage to y' Holy Land, having noe 
issue but a base son, called James Butler, other* 
wise called y* Block James, who dyed without 
issue." Other writers have fallen into the same 
error. Carte rightly makes him the son of 
Jama, the fifth EarL 

* The Book of Uowth contains a quaint 
illustration of this trait in the characta of 
the bastard Butler. After relating that Sir 
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ambitious, and noted for expertnesa with "his weapon." Against so formi- 
dable an opponent, Piers Butler, no doubt, found it difficult to make head; and, 
in casting about for aid, he would naturally turn to Sir James's deadliest enemy, 
Kildare. The opportunity which thus presented itself, of setting the Butlers 
against each other, was seized on with avidity by the head of the Geraldines, 
and, in the words of the Book of Howth — 

" Gerot, eirle of Eildare, about the yere of ou? L. 1485, beinge at wanens w' James ■* Dimmt of 
Butler, eirle of Wormone, & y' reste of y* Butlere, maried hia siBter [daughter] called lady iimu tht ^Ut 
Margeret to one Perase Butler for polissye. This Perese was in waiiens with the sayd %l^„^ ""^ 
Jamea, & waa mayntened hy the eirle of Kildare, by mene wher of thie eayd James could 
not well attend to were [war] w' the eirle ofKildare, nor so much harmedoc aahe wasacos- 
tomed to doe: befor which tyme they aocontendit thatwhe aoeu/any of themgadrcd ther 

pouer apo a sodayne, the other coulde not with atad that. And nowe eena 

the manage the eirle of Eildare made with Perce Butteler, & mayteined him, the eirle 
of Wormod waa kept abort, so that by that mens & polisay the eirle of Wormond was so 
occupied in his owtie cotiy be could not atteud to do any domage to the eirle of Kildare, 
nor any of his frends." 

At this time Gf«rald, eighth Earl of Kildare, was Deputy to the Lord H«rri.'< (Tore, 
Lieutenant of Ireland, Jasper, Duke of Bedford. He was the father, not the 
brother, of the wife of Piers Butler ; but it is likely that her brother Gerald, 
afterwards the ninth Earl, was instrumental in bringing about the match. To 
the iavour of the Lord Deputy, his son-in-law probably owed his knighthood, 

Janwa (therecalted the "eirle of Wormond") bad yow. Well, sayd S' Nicolas, pot npe your kneySe 

come towards Dublin with "the Obrens & & heyre me pattiently; I swer by our lady of 

otherhisfrcQdsinthesoutbe,"Bnd"atKillester the norths church of Houth, that butler, nor 

bj Dublinge, beinge at diner w' S' Nicolas L. windravrer, nor tapster is not in lerland, but I 

of Howth" bad booatedthat "yfany man inthe d our ste stand to defend this querrell, &yfyonr 

IngUahe pale wold stand in defens of the eirl« of lordsbepe be so stomaked, & wold eys«« yowr 

Kitdarehe wolde even nowe fight w' him in y* hart, lettus bothetakeabotte, £gooe to yonder 

quorrelL Well, sayd S^ Nicolas, ther is fyue C. Ilande of Clone tarf, ther to eysse both yowr 

in the Ingliehe pale that wold stand in that quo- stomake & myne, for o' companis her ar not 

rell agaynst you' L'shipe, ther duty always to indefferent. Well, eayd the eirle, S' Nicolas, 

on' prince p'serred. Well, sayd the eirle, dorst thy stonte & bullishe nature shall end tby dayes 

you hassart the battayll betwen you & me to before thy naturall age. So afti diner departed 

trey the cause, be gods blode yf yow dorst, I in great ftiry." — A Discourte of the Varitaux b4- 

could fynd in my hart to thronst this knif throw tteeene tht Erlta ofKSdareand Ormimd. 

2c 
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as we shortly after find him termed Sir Piers Butler. An undated letter, 
addreesed by Kildare to Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, the original of which is pre- 
served in the Tower of London, must probably be assigned to this period. We 
give it here, as it confirms the narrative quoted in a note to p. 190, supra, from 
the Book of Eowth*. It was evidently written by Kildare in his official cba^ 
racter as Deputy: — 

" My lUgbt Wurshipful Cousyn, 

" I recommauDd me uoto you. It iu that jonr couByn Jamea Ormond 
dotb publysli in all pUceB that he hath your intereet and title in all youi Lands here, by 
reason vhereof he hath brougt into the Counties of Kilkenny & Tipperary the Obrenes^ 
with diverse others, Iriahe enemyB, and theretwo destroyed the kynga subjetts, and spareUi 
no churches ne religious places, but hath spoyled them. And because he groundeth hym 
on the kyngs auctoritie and your likewise, I sufire hym theryn so to do for Eere of ^e 
kyngs displees. And what your mynd and enterest is, or shalbe, in this matier, yif it like 
you to certifie me thereof, I will do what I kan for the reformation of the same. Yeuen 
under my signet at Kilmaynam, the le*** day of Jan'. 

" Your Cousyn, 

"Gerald Erie of Kyldare. ' 
" To my Right Worshipful Coasyn, 
Thomas, Erie of Ormond." 

What was the Earl of Ormonde's reply does not appear, but it is probable 
that Sir James Ormonde's assertion was borne out by the fact, as a deputation 
exists, by which the former appoints his " nephew," Sir James Ormonde, his 
general and special attorney in the coimties of Kilkenny and Tipperary, giving 
him the government and custody of all his castles, lordships, manors, &c., diuing 
his absence from Ireland, with as full power and authority as if he, the said Earl, 
was personally present, and commanding, as well by his own authority as by 
that of the king's majesty, that all his relatives, bailiffs, constables, servants, &c., 
should aid, assist, and obey the said Sir James as fully as they were bound to 
do to the Earl himself were he present amongst them. Thus, doubly fortified 

* This letter is here printed from a transcript Frederick Ferguson, Esq., of the Exchequer 

made by Lynch, the author of the " Feudal Ba- Record Office, Dublin. 

lonies o{ Ireland," on whose authority its place " Dr. O'Donoran states that the O'Briens 

id custody is assigned. We are indebted for attempted to make Sir James Ormonde chief of 

the UM of Lynoh's UB3. to the late James the Butlera.-^'Four MaaLera, toL it., p. 1240i 
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hy the deputed authority* of the Ear] of Ormonde and the Crown, there can be 
little doubt that the Black Bastard would press hardly on Sir Piers Butler and 
his adherents. That he did ao, we have evidence in a letter addressed to 
Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, by Sir Piers himself, which tells its tale so graphi- 
cally, that we are tempted to lay it before the reader in full: — 

" Bight Honorable and niyn especiall gode Lorde, 

" I recomend me in my moost herty wise unto yo* Lordaliip, certi- 
fiyng the same, that where I trusted to S' James Ormond, by bis life dates, as mocb as I 
wold have don to eny kynnesman of myn lywing, so it is that he, w'out enycauseor occa- 
sioQ on my syde, kept from me al myn owne landes and dueties", and ov' this toke and kept 
me in prison by a long season, contrarie to his othe and (mjrae made upon the holy crosse 
and other grete relickes, upon suerte whereof I then came to hym ; and yit he nev' put 
me at libitJe tyll my Lord of Desmond, by his great instant labo" had golen me to my 
Ub?tie, whose desyre he fiilGIled upon trust that he shold have maried oone of the said 
Erles doughters. And after that, when the said Sir James undetstode that I resorted unto 



* We give this deputatioD, as copied by Lynch 
from the Patent Boll, 19 Hen. Till., in the 
Tower of London: — 

" Omnibus &o. Thomas Gomes Ormond saln- 
tem &C. Sciatis qd ego p'dictus comes ordiao 1 
constituo p presentea preditcm micbi Jacobii 
Ormond nepotem meii deputatu supvisorem ac 
geoiale 1 Bjtelem attorn' meii de ^ in com' de 
Kilkenn' t Tipperary in Hibfi cu omibus t sin- 
golis sais p'tin', ac eidem nepoti meo officinm 
illud p p'seutes do 1 concedo hend' &c. p se vel 
p BuScieut* deputatu suu sine sufficientes de- 
putatos Buos, ff quo aut jj quibus idem Jacobs 
respondere voluJit Ac. Et ulterius ego pMictus 
comes do 1 coocedo p presentes pTato Jacobo 
Ormond custodia ac gubernac&em oim 1 singn- 
lor* coBtror', domor', roanlior', villar' &C., et 
ten' ac iib?or' tenent' t alior' tenent' meor' de 
et in Com' p'dict' cu oib' t eor' BingKs ptin' 
tiend' 1 tenend' p'fato Jacobo &c qmdia me a 
tri Hibo p'dict' absent' fore contiglit, reser- 
uand' mihi p'fat' comiti pinde annuatim, dnr- 
ant' absentia mea p'dict*, talia reddit', revision' 

2 



& pfic, que ego pJfat* comes ante dat* presentiii 
hoi aut pcipi, pcipiend' annuatim p sJvient* t 
minbtros meoa pprios. Ulterius dans t conce- 
dens p p'sent' eidem Jacobo durant' absenoia mea 
in oib? et singtis p'missis adeo plena potestatemi 
suctoritatem, put faerem si ibm p'sonaliter inter- 
essem. Et ulterius ego p'fatus comes tam ex p'le 
metuendiBsimi ac iUustrissimi prinoipis Henrioi 
r^is Anglie qro ex p'te mea omib? % ungulis 
oonsanguineiB meis ac batt, constabular', p'posit' 
minietris et trar' tenent' resident* meis infra 
Com' p'dict', firmiter injungendo p presentea, 
mando qd jpi t eor' quitt, prefato Jacobo in 
oiiiibf &C. attendent defendent assistent 1 auxi- 
lient in absentia mea, put facerent, seu eor' ali- 
quis facJet, in premisBis mihi prefato comiti si 
ibm peiBonaliter interessem. In cujus rei &c." 

Lynch's transcript is without date, but we 
cannot be far astray in assigning the document 
to the period referred to in the text. 

'' Probably contributions paid by Irishmen. 
The Earl of Kildare had his " Duties upon Irish- 
men." — HarUian MS., 3756, Mue. Brit. 
C2 
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my Lord of Kyldare, depute lieutenant unto bur Sow^ajn Lord the Kyng of this hie land 
of Irland, for the true affeccion and bi vice that I owe and bare unto hia highnes, and the 
rather because he hath been gude and graciouse Bovlayn Lord unto his said depute ; the same 
S* JameB, not pondering his saide othe and pmise, shewed openly, that whersoev' he myght 
fynd me he wold kill me : and ov' this toke godes and catell from such as he knewe were 
towards me, as ferfuith as he myght, to their great hurt and impov?ysching, and to the utt' 
undoing of some of them for ev', and besides this, toke upon him all the rule w'in the 
counties of Kylkenny and Tippare, and called himself Erie ofOrmood. After which tyme 
it liked OUT said sovlain Lord to comand him by his secunde tres, as he did by his first, to 
come unto his graciouse p'sence, wh"* tres the same S' James utterly disobeied in eviy 
poynt. Whereupon Dublyn pursevant unto our said 8ov7aiQ Lord published the same S' 
James his disobeissaunt subget. And afC the which it fortimed me sodenly in the ojmr 
afield, not ferr from Kylkenny, to meU w* hym, and to by the grace of God, vihick wold that 
eviy ill dede ehold be pvnyAed, the sanxe S^ James, and I, otherahilet remembering hit taid otht 
and thretenyng and agaynewardt hit diiobfdienee to the kyngt taid Cret and wmatmdmente, 
reaountred and fought iogedere to long till God had wrought hia will upon hym. And nowe sith 
he is thus dede, and was great and auncient Rebell by his life dates unto our said sov/ain 
Lord, and, upon his comfort and speciall desire moved, caused Ferkyn Warbeck to come 
lately unto this land, for the destruccion of the subietts and possessions here of our sovJun 
Lord, like as his hignes shall understand w*in brief tyme, by the report of such as were 
prive unto the counsiuU of the said Perkyn — wherfor it may like yo' lordship, having 
tender respect to the pimiss', and that I am a pore kyunesman of yours, to graunte unto 
me, by yo' writing and seall auctentique, the fcrme of all such landes and duties as yo' 
Lordship hath, and shall growe due unto you, w'in the Counties of Kilkenny and Tippare ; 
and I shall se you better contented therfor, then ye have been thies many yeres past, and 
ovi this, cause the same to enhabited and occupied in the best and availablest man? that I 
kan think or devise. And forsomucb ae I woU that yo' Lordship should understand howe 
well I shall behave me in the pjmyss' for your pleasure and advauntage, therefor I desire 
to have the eeid ferme of yo' Lordship but during your pleas'. And like as I shall demeane 
me theryn, so I truste to fynde you my gode Lord for yo' largier graunt in the p'miss'. 
And thus the holy Trinite have you in bis keping. Written at Kylkenny the vii. day of 
September. 

" Your lowly ai vaunt, 

" Pers Botiller." 
" To the Right honorable and myn especiall good Lord, 

Thomas Erie of Ormond, Chambilayn with the Queenes good grace." 

Thus Sir Piers Buder relates the tragical event which was the turning- 
point of his life. We must not judge the deed by the rules of a more enlightened 
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age. Although it is impossible wholly to exculpate the slayer from blood- 
guiltiness^ or even to allow his plea that he must either slay or be slain, yet 
it must not be forgotten that, at the time, an appeal to arms was counted an 
appeal to the God of battles; and that Sir Piers' contemporaries, and even his 
opponents, believed that " God had wrought his will" upon the " base Butler," 
when he fell in the combat with Sir Piers, there can be little doubt. The letter, 
as will have been perceived, is deficient in the date of the year, but there are 
not wanting strong points of internal evidence, which warrant our assuming it 
to have been written on the 7th of September, 1497'. The strongest of these 
presumptions is the statement, that the examination of those concerned in 
Perkin Warbeck's final attempt in Ireland'', described as having " lately" occurred, 
had not yet taken place, thus fixing the date of the letter immediately after that 
event. Let us now see if we can find any confirmation of this view from 
external sources. The Book of Howth relates that " the eirle of Wormon 
another tyme came after w' the Obrena 1 other his frends in the southe towards 
Dublinge, & campte a while at the wode of Saynt Thomas Court, & so came 
to Dublinge to se his frends," and " destroyed to y* uttermoste of his pouer" 
the adherents of Kildare. This probably took place some time during the two 
years' imprisonment which Kildare endured in the Tower of London, before 
his imexpected acquittal by Henry VII., and triumphant return as Chief Gover- cox-i Ha,. 
nor of Ireland in 1496, when he marched at once against O'Brien. " This ^S^^ls 
tyme" — again to revert to the narrative of the Book of Howth — ■ 

" The eirle of Kildare beinge in peace w* the Butlers by repone of the cotencion 
that was be twen them selves, it chanced the eirle of Wormon, being a wery pleasant 
gentJU man, was in love with « fayr & a beutyfull gentill woman, called Rosee Barre, 
wich he {tmesid to have sene y* morow aftl w* a fewe of his eervinge men, & as he was 

■ This letter ia given from a tranBcript made in 1492, 1495. and 1497, and sailed fioalljr for 

by Lynch; unfortunately, without reference to Cornwall the September of the last-named year, 

the place of tie custody. The only liberty taken The Lord Deputy Kildare waa firm in his all&- 

witb Lynch's transcript has been the rendering glance on the last visit of Warbeck to Ireland, 

in full some of the more obscurely contracted and this may account for Sir James Ormonde's 

words, and the introduction of points to help the b^g found on the opposite side, as here stated 

sense. The italics are not in the transcript. by Sir Piers Butler. — Cox's n&emia AngUcana, 

* Perkin Warbeck thrice landed at Cork, viz., part L, pp. 164, 190, and 19a 
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year, but whom be evidently did not recc^ise under his usurped title of Earl 
of Ormonde: — 

" 1515. James Butler, Earl of Ormonde, was iniulted by the citizens of Dublin in the 
Manor of St. Sepulchres belonging to the Archbishop of Dublin, on account of which, 
Legates were sent by the Roman Pontiff to punish the presumptuous violation of the sanc- 
tuary of Saint Patrick'*. 

ca™.iWm of Stanihurst gives a graphic description of this well-known broil, and assigns 

the true date of its occurrence, namely, the ninth year of the reign of Henry VII., 
A. D. 1493-4. The passage is extremely curioixs, but too long to quote here. 
From it we learn that Sir James Ormonde (called, as usual, theEarl of Ormonde) 
*' deuised to inueigle his adversarie," the Earl of Eildare, " by submission & 
courtesie;" as we have seen that he affected also about the same time to be 
reconciled to Sir Piers Butler, whom he afterwards seized and detained longin 
crio'. Or- prison (see p. 193, supra). Sir James Ormonde had been made Lord Trea- 
introdW<^,'' surer of Ireland in 1492 (an office which he resigned in 1494), and it is pro- 
bable that in dependence on the favour of the Crown, and the powerful influence 
°i8fi. of his uncle, the Earl of Ormonde, he hoped by policy to supplant his rival, 
and win for himself the post of Chief Governor of Ireland. However, hie 
fierce and ungovernable temper marred all his more sober plans, and in a few 
years afterwards his turbulent career was brought, in his conflict with Sir 
Piers Butler, to a tragic termination. 

The reader has now placed before him all the information within our 
Hitioty of In- reach bearing on this catastrophe — sufficient, at all events, to warrant our 
p- 116. ' differing, in common with the judicious Leland, from such generally accurate 
«!«"'?«« I.', authorities aa Sir Kichard Cox and Carte, who place the death of the "base 
L.>o/or. Butler" in 1518. It will be seen that the original documents, which the course 
ductioD, ^'rii. of the narrative next requires us to notice, fall naturally into their places in 
connexion with the earlier date, whilst they are totally irreconcilable with 
the later epoch. 

secundum alios anno 1497." — DomUng's Atmak, episcopi de la Sanct Sepulchres, unde legati sunt 

p, 33, destinati a Romano pontifice ad puniendam pre- 

* 1515. " Jacobus Batler comes Ormonie in- aumptuoum Tiolatiooem aaoctnarii Sancti Pa- 

sultabatur per civet Dublin in manerio arcb- tricii." — Dtnoling'a AnndU, p. 33. 
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The reader will recollect that Sir Piers Butler, in the letter communicating 
to his cousin, Earl Thomas, the death of Sir James Ormonde, asks for a farm of 
the Earl's Irish possessions during pleasure ; and adds — " Like as I shall demean 
me theryn, so I trust to fynd you my gode Lord for yo' largier graunt in the 
premisse." We have not been able to find any of the original grants made by 
Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, to Sir Piers Butler, but, fortimately, there is pre- 
served in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny Castle, legal evidence that such 
there were. We have before us an original extract from the Rolls, written on 
parchment, signed " T. Allen," and certified by " Nicholas Stanyhurst" and 
" Nicholas Lucas," Clerks of the Rolls, being an exemplification (dated 25th 
September, 28th Henry VIII., and attested by Lord Leonard Gray, then Lord 
Deputy) of the three following documents : — 

" Tme iNDEHTOSB made the ix**' daye of July, in the xx*' yere of the Rayne of Kyng A. D. ifios. 
Henry the vii, betwene Thomas Erie of Ormond on the one p'tie, and S' Fiera Butler, 
knyght, cousyn vnto the said Erie on that other partie, witnesaeth, that the eaid Erie for 
the singular love and affection and cousynage that he hathe to the saide Sir Piers, hawe 
by tliis p'seniis deputed ordeyned and assigned the said Sir Piers to hawe during the terme 
of iiij yeres nexte insuing the date of thes p'aentie, the rule and gou?naunce of the lord- 
sheppis, tnanjs. landis, and tent', and also the tenauutis of the said Erlee within the 
cowntiea of Ktlkenn' and Tuperary within the lande of Irland, and of all other his kyns> 
men and inhabitantes of the same shyres, and all others that nowe be tenauntf or eny tyme 
herafter during the said term shalbe ther dwelling within the same shyres, or of tyght 
ought to be tenauntf vnto the said Erie in any of the said counties or in the counties of 
Waterford, Cathyrlagh, and Lym7ike, excepte alway and reaerued to the said Erie all the 
(ffittes and revenuis of Kylkenn', Gawran, Enoktoffir, Grenagh, Carrikemagryden, and 
Dunferte, and annuite or annual! rente of x" whiche the said Erie hath of the ffee ferm of 
the Citie of Waterford, and also the nominacion and appoyntment of all officers, as ahyreff, 
styward, seneacalles, recorders, counatabtea, and capteyng of Kerantye within eny of the 
said counties or landis aforesaid, belonging to the said Erie, and also excepte the Piyse 
Wynea, or such other pffites as the said Erie hathe, or to the said Erie ahalbe due or 
belonging, within the said land of Irland ; and that all the said tenauntf and kynesmen 
and inhabitauntf and eu?y of them to be ss obedient and attendaunte to the atud Sir Piers 
in all thingf conclning ther dutie according to the lawes, custumes, and vsagis of the said 
lande as they sholde and ought to be vnto the said Erie yff the said Erie were ther p'sent 
in his owne pson. Moreoul the said Erie woll and graunteth and alaogyuetb full aucioritie 
and power by thes p'sent vnto the said Sir Piera that he shall in the name of the said 
2d 
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Erie entre and take possesnon of and in all euche tordshippa, man", landis, tent', rentia, 
■luices, and all other sSutes, or comodities vliate so eaer they be that hj true tale, and of 
werayryght belong or apj^teyne vnto theaud Erie within theaude countiea or within eny 
of them, or in the counties of Waterforde and lymicke, that be oute of the possesion of 
the saide Erie at the making and sealing of this Indenture, and after such entre into tlie 
■aid lordahepps, mano'* &c. the said Sir Piers to have and to holde the said lordahippa, 
inano" 4c. to the said Sir Piers and his heires males of hys body lawfully begotten, the 
aaid Sir Piers gyving and yelding for the said Lordshipe, mano", &c. soe recouered to the 
aaid Erie and his heires the tbirde p'tie of the yeily rentf and {ifutes and avayle jeriy 
growing of the sud lordshippis, muniia&c. clere and abowe all the chargis of the same. And 
aa for all such lande and tent', rentia, and sluices as Edmunds Butler, John Butlei, Richard 
Butler, and James fits Edmunde Butler hawe and holde of the said Erie within the said 
land of Irland, the said nowe Erie is cotente that they shall holde and occupie them at hia 
pleasure paying suche rentis and sluices, as shall please the aaid Erie to haue of them 
therfor, soo that they be obedient vnto the aud Sir Pieia according to auche power and 
auctoride as the sud Erie by thea p'sentia hath gyven vnto the aiud Sir Piers withoute 
interruption, ezcepte alway the pariche of fiynogh, that lieth In murgage for a hundred 
m'^kea, the which said nowe Erie will that the said Sir Piers shall acquite and redeme in 
whos poasesayon soo eui it be ; to haue and to holde to hym, and to his heyrea vnto the 
said Erie or his heyres haue repaied vnto the said Sir Fiera the sud sume of an hundred 
m?kes ; and towching Bollagherr the whiche apjtteyneth vnto the saidErlis Man? of Garrick- 
magryffen, and Crompe is Castell, wherof the said Erie will that the said Sir Piers shall 
hawe the rule vse and goulernaunce, and auctoritie to kepe the courte of the Erie ia libertje 
theiin. Fbowtdbd alao alway that the aiud Sir Piers by reason of this graunt« and 
auctoritie by the said Erie vnto him gyven do nor cause to be done eny thing contrarie to 
his dutie, faithe, and legens vnto oure aeuereyne lorde the Eyng, ne that may be hurtefult, 
or eny wyae p'iudiciall vnto ouieaaide aouereyne lorde, or to hisDeputie in the said lande 
for the tyme beyng, or that may be hurtful or p'iudiciall to the Inheritaunce of the said 
Erie, of his heires, ne to the brege [[breach} of the lawes and custume of the eaid lande of 
Irland. Pbowyobd alsoe that yf the SMd Sir Piers demeane hym self agayne our souJeyne 
lorde the Eyng, or hia Deputie ther, other wyse then according to his faith and allegence, 
or doo in eny thing touching the p'missia other wyse then is comprised within thes Inden- 
tures, that then the said Indenture and euJy artecle and grannte therin to be voyde and of 
none ed'ecte, and the said graunte vtterly to cease. Ann tf the said Sir Piers demeane 
him aylf in suche wyse that eny reasonable complunte be made vnto the aaid Erie agfunst 
hym, that then the said Sir Piera ahall reforme the aame within twelmoneth after the said 
Erie hathe written vnto hym for the same, and yf he doo not, thes p'sente Indentures to 
stande voide and of none effecte. Avd the saide nowe Erie wolt and chargeth that the said 
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Sir Fiera indevoyre hym to doo the beBt of his power to maynteyne and defende th« 
TowneB of Kylkenn' and Clomell, and all other townes within the aaide counties belong- 
ing to (he saide Erie, and to kepe them from oppression and vnlawfull impositions, and to 
see that the said townes may hawe and inyoye the effecte of the grauntes and priuilegis 
made vnto the said sou?ayne and burgesaia of the said townes of oulde. Pbowtdrd 
alwayes that all maner of advousons and p'sentacions, to the whiche the said Erie hathe 
eny title or ryght vnto within the said lande of Irland, be resenied to the said Erie. In 
viTSESSB wherof the p'ties aforsaid, the day and yere afibr rehersed to thes p'sentis ther 
seales interchangeable hawe sette. 

" This indsktukb made the zz" yere of the rayne of Kyng Henry the Sewenthe 
Betwene Thomas Erie of Ormond on the oon p'tie, and Syr Piers Butler, knyght, cousyn 
to the saide Erie on the other p'tie, Witnbbsbth that the saide Erie for the singulei love 
and fauore, aSecoion and cousynage that he hath vnto the sayde Sir Piers, hath by thes 
p'sentis gyven graunted and confermed vnto the sayde Sir Piers almaner of landf, rentia 
sluices, maa'^is, with ther appurtenaunces, with all other caswelties and ^ffites to be taken 
in Onnond in the lande of Irland, To haws and to holde the said landf, tenement, 
rentia, B?uicee, man/is with ther appurtenntf, with all other caswelties and fffutes vnto 
the said Sir Piers and his heires males of his bodie comyng, yelding, and payng vnto the 
said Erie and to iaa heires yerly the fourth p'te of the pfiutes, abow all chargis, taken of 
all the said landf, tenentf, rentis, reuicions, maniia, caswelties, and fSatf, with the appur- 
tenaunces, and also sauing vnto the said Erie and his heires the Senory, name, and dignite 
of Ormond, with the obedience of all the tennauntis and inbabitauntia of the same. Pko- 
mrssD alwaies that yf the saide Erie hawe eny yssue male of his bodie lawfully begotten, 
beyng of the age of xxi. yeres and abyding within the lande of Irland, that then, during 
his beyng in the said lande, the said Sir Piers and his heires to be seised, to his vse and 
behoff, of two p'tes of [from] the said heires males, and in like maner to the vse and 
behoff of all others beyng heires males vnto the sud Erie. AsD also the aud Erie by 
thes p'sentis doo gyue, graunte, and conBrmevnto the sud Sir Piers the man'er ofTyllagh 
in ofelmyth, and the maner of Arclo*, with ther app'tenanntf with all other landf and tentf , 
renUs and B7uices, reuicions in the countje of Cathirlagh in the lande of Irland and beyng 
oute of the said Erlea possession, to hawe and to holde to hym and to the heires males of 
his bodie coihyng, yelding and paing vnto the saide Erie and his heires males of his bodie 
lawfully begotten the third- p'te of the pfiutes taken by the said Sir Piers of the landf and 
tentf clerly abowe all chargis, and yf the said Erie die withuute yssue male of hia bodie 

■ Sir Pien recovered Tnllow and Arklow, with Lord James Butler writes, in 15S7, "Ormonde 

danger of his life and great charge, from the is in the Irishris, and noo proficte, but a litle 

Irish, in whose hands they had been " thies 200 rent at tymes optayned by hostile invasiona" — 

yeria." — State Faper$, voL ii^ part iiL, p. 154. Id., p. 475. 
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com)'ng, that then the said SirPien and his helres shall yelda rnto the right heires of the 
sfud Erie the fburch p'te of ^tTulea of the Undf and tentf aforeaid, olerly abowe all chargf, 
yeily at the fcaate of Mychelmae. Fbowydsd that the eaide gyfies nether grauntes take 
effecte tyll the said Sir Piers recouJ other recontynue the poBseseions of the p'miss', and 
also that the said Sir Piers shall yelde and pay vnto the said Erie the forth p'te of that 
that he shall tecewe of the kynne of Ormond vnto the tyme that the SEud Sir Piers recon- 
tyiiue other recouie the possessions aforeaid, and they boo recontynucd or tecouied then 
the said Sir Piers shall holde them by the amices afonaid. Pbovtded alwayes that all 
man/ of advouBons and p'sentacione to the whiche the said Erie bath eay right or title 
vnto within the sude lande of IrUnd be resmed to the said Erie. Im vitnbbsb whetof 
the p'lies aforsaid to thes p'sentia interchangeble tber sealea hawe sett 

" This Indbbtd&b made the xxvi'i day of July, the firste yere of the reyoe of Kyng 
Henry the eght, witnessith that I ThomaE Erie of Ormond hawe gyveo and by this my 
p'sent writing hawe graunted to my ryght welbyloued cousyn Sir Piers Butler, knyght, 
ray raanlis of Clonecune, Woghteym, Whoght^rarde, and Castell Warnyng, with tber 
appurtenauQcf, being in the lande oflrland to hawe and to holde the forsaid maners landf 
and tentis to the said Sir Piers Butler daring his naturall lyiSf' reeiuing to me, and to myne 
heires and assignes, the thirde p'te of the yssues and (ffutes of all the said maners landf 
and tentf. Phowtdbd alway that yffthe said Sir Piers Butler or eny other pson or psons 
in his name, at eny tyme berafter wolde withbolde, or stoppe, and not pay to me the said 
Erie, myne heires, or assigneB, the said third p'te of the said yssue and f ffutes comyng 
and growing to my behof of the forsaid manm, landf, and tentf and of evy p'te or p'cell 
therof, as it Bhall be ordred ^^vided and knowen to such psons as I shall depute and name 
at eny tyme herafier in this behalf, and owyr [over] that yf the aaid Sir Piers obteyned 
the possession of the said maBiis landf and tentf ofClonecurre, Whoghteryn, Woghterarde, 
and Castelwamyng, with ther appurtenntf as is aforsaid, and to haue the rule and gouX- 
naunce of the same to his owne vse and not according the effect of this my wry ting, that then 
my psent graunte clerly to be voide and of noo streyngh ne vertu in eny wyse to be hadde. 
Im W1TKB8BB wherof as well I the forsaid Erie as the forsudSirPiersButler to this laden* 
ture interchangably hawe put owre scales the day and yere afor rehersed." 

On an early transcript of the second of the foregoing indentures, preserved 
also amongat the Ormonde MSS., is copied an extract from the Rolls, being 
an mspexvmus, dated 23rd October, 28th Hen. VIII., of a Letter of Attorney 
from Thomas Earl of Ormond, dated 20th July, ,21et Hen. VII., deputing 
Nicholas White, Dean of Waterford, William White, Recorder of Waterford, 
and James Sherlock, conjunctim aut divisim, to give seisiu to Sir Piers Butler 
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of the lands, &c., named in the deed. And there exists in the same repository 
an original document under the signatures and seals of Nicholas Wyse, Mayor 
of Waterford, Nicholas, Bishop of Waterford, Mile, Bishop of Ossory, and 
RobertLumbard, DeanofWaterford, dated 27th September, 25th Henry VIIL, 
certifying, at the request of Piers, Earl of Ossory, that divers persona came 
before them at Waterford, on the day aforesaid, and deposed that Sir Piers 
Butler had received livery and seisin accordingly. Amongst these witnesses, 
" James Shortall of Ballelorcan, gentleman, aboute the eage of Ixx yeares," 
deposed that, in the lifetime of Thomas, Earl of Ormond, " he did see James 
Sherlok gent' and lemyd in the Kynges Lawes, and Maister Nicholas White 
then Deane of Waterforde going to Ormonde. And that they then puplisbed 
that the cause of theire going thedther was to make liu?ye and s'aein to Sir 
Piers butler knyght, nowe Erie of Ossorye, of the landf tenStf & profitf 
in Ormonde." Other witnesses deposed to the livery and seisin of Ormonde 
being made in the castle of " Enagh" [Nenagh], which was tie copid baronm; 
and Pierce Purcell of Kilrolii, gentleman, testified, " that after that hjuiye 
and s'sein, so made and had in the saide castell of Enagh in Ormonde, Okenedye 
Captaigne of his nation, that had the custody of the castell, came to the saide 
Sir Piers, and to the saide Atto'nayes, and delyu'Jed to the Atto''naya the Ryng 
of the gate of the saide castell, which thei forthwith delyu?ed to the saide Sir 
Piers nowe Earle of Ossorye." Testimony was likewise given of Sir Piers 
having received livery and seisin of Tullow and Arklow from the same 
attorneys. 

The proofs now placed before the reader go far to confirm the authenticity 
of Sir Piers' letter to Earl Thomas. They show that, within a few years after 
the death of his enemy. Sir James Ormonde, in 1497, he had succeeded to his post 
as representative in Ireland of the absentee Earl, who had so completely 
given up his interest in that country, as by these deeds to disinherit his sons 
(should he have any), leaving his heir male but two parts of the profits of 
Ormonde, and other lands, and that for so long only as he should be resident 
in Ireland. The documents also prove that Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, con- 
sidered the title to be devolvable on his heirs general, for he grants away the 
lands, to a certfun extent, in tail, saving to himself and his heirs the seigniory, 
name, and dignity of Ormonde. Carte, however, hints, on the authority of Sir 
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CuWi Or- Bobert Rothe, that the Earl had not the power thus to separate the seignioiy 
iDtrodDciiiia,' from the lands, or, indeed, to meddle at all with it or them, the first, second, 
and third Earls of Ormonde having entailed them on their heirs male, but that 
Earl Thomas suppressed the deeds in favour of his daughters, the heirs general 
Be that as it may, it is evident that Sir Piers Butler became the Irish repre- 
sentative of the Butler interest hy these indentures ; and as such we find him 
acting for his absentee cousin. About this time the following curious letter 
was probably written to him by Earl Thomas: — 

" My Very Good Cousin, 
i:, " In as hartye man? a« I can, or may, I recomaunde me to you, and 

baue lately receened yo' good and toueing tre bering date at' Wat7ford th« xix daye of 
AuguBt, by the whiche I Tnderetand that Edmond Butler, soane unto Tbomas £Stz Pien 
Butler, bathe certeyne dedea Evydencea and tree sealed, aa he affermytb w* tbe aeale of my 
lorde my grandfader made unto dame Katerynne of Desmond*, and to tbe cbildren betweene 
them twayne begotten; by the vertue of whicbe dedee, as I j^yue by yo' eaied tre, the 
saied Edmond, now of late p'tending a false title and interest, hatbe entered into my Island 
beside Waterford, and there, contrary to all good right and reason, bath taken a distrease 
in tbe great p'iudice of my rightful! cnherytaunce. Wherein full louyingly and discretely 
ye baue advibsed me, aswele for the conf macion of my saied right, as for ^e repressing 
of bis malycious mynde, and false p'tence, to write unto my lorde and cousin of Kyldare^, 
to my lord cbancello' w"* other ; eo by mean thereof ye sappose I sbulde the rather 
obeigne my right. [The Earl then desires Sir Ftere to consult with Nicholas White, 
Dean of Waterford, and with bis advice send bim] tbe trew pedegrewe of tbe saied gen- 
tyllwoman, and who was bir naturall fader and moder, and of what lyne she came botbe 
of tbe fader and moder, and to bow many bousebands she waa there maryed unto lawfully, 

• Tbe grandfather of Eail Thomas wu James, rine fitz Gerald, sometime of Desmond, in her 

thirdBarlof Ormonde, who died in 1405. None pure vidui^," to Garret who was son to 

of the pedigrees meotion this pretended marriage, James, seventh Earl of Desmond, and was first 

which would aeetn, as asserted by Earl Thomas, Lord of the Decies. The first deed was dated 

to have been set up to favoor a fictitious claim, the 11th Hen. VL, i.e. A. D. 1433; the second. 

The author of a MS. pedigree of the Fitzgeralds 21 Hen. VL, A.D. 1443. See MS. in the 

of Dromana, ujs that " he saw a deed of Nicholas possession of the Earl of Bessborongh, already 

Hackett fitz Edmond to Katherine fitz Gerald described, 

of Desmond, I suppose [says the writer] sister '' This letter must have been written whilst 

to James, seventh Earl of Desmond, the Earl of Kildare was Lord Deputy, probably 

Alsoe a dede al Hatha- between 1205 and 1210. 
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ind what i»ue she hod by eveiy of them, aa nighe as je can ; fibr I ni?Tell greatly by 
what title, right, or reasoii, the eaied Edmoad shulde make any claime or chalenge to any 
parcell of myne inheiy tauuce. ffor where as he sayth that tny lord my grannd fader shulde 
make suche dede of gifts unto the same Dame Kateryne, and to the issue of them two 
begotten, it is no mat? materiaU, fibr by any thing that eui I couth petoeyue or knowe, 
she was neu? maryed unto my lorde my graundfader and therefor, if she had any issue by 
him, thei wer not legistyme [the Earl then says that he will take counsel's advice on the 
matter, and in the meantime desires Sir Piers to re-enter on the said Edmond, and keep 
possession to the best of his power}, and thus o' lorde kepe you longe in felicitie. Teuen 
at my mano' of Newhalle the zzriii daye of September. 

" Tour cossin, 

" T. Ormonde*. 
" To my Right hartely Beloved Couffln, 
S* Piers Butler, knight, being in Ireland." 

The concord between Sir Piers Butler and the Earl of Ejldare seems to have 
continued unbroken until the death of Earl Thomas. It appears that at one 
time it was even proposed further to unite the rival houses by a marriage 
between Kildare's daughter, Eleanor, and George St. Leger, grandson of the 
Earl of Ormonde, which probably fell to the ground when Eildare ascertained 
that the Irish property and title were entailed on Sir Piers Butler, the next heir 
male**, and would not pass to the heirs general — the son and representative of 



* The letter is written by a secretary, bat 
sigined in autograph, in a fiim bold hand, so that 
it probably dates sereral yean before £arl 
Thomas* death, 

■■ We learn this cnrions fact f^om a notarial 
Instroment, dated Norember 29, 1616, reoordr 
ing, at the request of Pien, Earl of Ormonde, 
and Margaret, his wife, the testimony of Master 
James White, prebendary of Maynott, and vicar 
of the parish church of Ardee (de atrio dei), 
who deposed, " that about sixteen years before, 
or more, he was sent by Gieralcl, of good memory, 
Earl of Kildare, to the King of England, about 
certain matters, when he met Thomas, of similsr 
good nwmory. Earl of Ormonde, at his mansion 
in London, when they treated of a marrisga 



between Geot^ Sayntleger and Blenor, the 
daughter of the said Gerald ; the deponent then 
asked the said Thomas who should be Earl of 
Ormonde after his death; and Thomas said that 
Sir Piers Butler, knight, then dwelling in Ire- 
land, should be Earl, because that dignity and 
Earldom was entailed ou heirs male, and Piers 
wBB the next hdr male after his death. And 
he said that he could not with a safe conscience 
do otherwise, or ever break or change that en- 
tail" The original iuBtrnment, in Latin, under 
the signature and notarial mark of Thomas Fyaa, 
public notary, and a clergyman of the diocese 
of Ossory, written on parchment, is still pre- 
served in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny 
Castle. 
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the eldest of whom, the Lady Auoe Butler, was the afore-mentioQed George 
St. Leger. 

That Sir Piers Butler about this time used every means to extend his inte- 
rest amongst the Irish chiefs we may conclude from hia politic and far-seeing 
character. Of the formal treaties made between the contracting parties in 
such cases, there is a curious example amongst the Ormonde MSS., which we 
here submit to the reader in an English dress. The original is written in 
Latin, and is the counterpart of an indenture between Sir Piers Butler and 
Donnell Mac Carthy, the head of the powerful house of Mac Carthy Reagh of 
Carbery, in Cork. The sea], which no doubt was Donnell's, is broken away : — 

'• This indenture made at Druman«he [Dromana], January 24tb, 1512, bettreen the stre- 
nuous, noble, and very potent men, Sir Piers Butler, knigbt, of the one part, and the Lord 
Donnell MacKarry*, chief in the country of the Carberies (" Karbrencium principem 
partibus"), of the other, witnesseth that the said Piers and Donnell have made perpetual 
peace, concord, and strict friendahip (" indefesaam amicitiam"), by treaty between them as 
follows, confirmed by oath on the holy Evangelists of God, viz, : — Should commotions bo 
raised by any against the said Piers at any future time for ever, that the aforesaid Donnell 
shall energetically aid the said Piers with all his force and power truly and without dis- 
simulation or excuse; and in like manner that the said Piers shall aid the said Donnell 
against all hia foea, except the most illustrious Lord Gerald, the most noble Earl of Kil- 
dare, against whom neither of them shall aid the other, or rise up against him by colour 
of any excuse. Besides, the aforesaid parties hare promised, and bound themselves by 
oath on the holy Evangelists of God, neither to rise up against, or injure, their mutual 
friends on any pretext, or to make amity or friendship irrespective of each other. And if 
it should happen that eitlier be accused of failing the other in the premises, and that he 
who has this laid to Mb charge, clear himself in the opinion of the other, that then their 
league and friendship remain uubroken. And for the greater security of the said league 
and friendship, the said Piers and Donnell have ordained between them certain intercessors, 
called Slany'' (" quoscunque intercessores nomine Slany"), and certain oaths (" sacramenta 
sive juramenta"), which, either demanding from the other, shall not be denied, but with- 
out haughtiuess and contradiction they shall mutually concede, on being deured, to each 
other. Given the aforesaid day, place, and year, as above written. In testimony whereof 
the aforesaid Donnell has set his seal to the part of this indenture remaining with the sud 

' Mac Catthaigh is pronounced Mac EawhH, " The Irish word i>tdna means sureties or 

the Irish th haviog the sound of A. guarantees. — See Fow Hasten, vol iil, p. 26. 
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Sir Piere, in presence of these honorable pereone, then present, Thadeus Innene Mclady, 
Donnelt M°Krath, Margaret fitzGerald, of the Geraldines (Margareta geraldi de geraldinis) 
wife of the said Sir Piers, Maurice Omehygan, and Masters James Cantwell, Official of 
Ossory, and Richard Meyran, with many others. 

Besides the especial stipulation introduced into the foregoing document, a- d. i6u. 
there are other indications of the friendship then existing between the Geral- 
dines and Butlers. In 1514, Grerald, Earl of Kildare, who on hia (athefB sarMan ass., 

. B7B6, fol. aS5. 

death had been appointed Lord Deputy, gave his brother-in-law, Sir Piers 
Butler, a " chief horse" or charger, a gray hackney, and a haubergeon. And loht PrimtM 
we find them amicably uniting to frame regulations for the government of the 
counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary. 

The published State Papers of the reign of Henry VIII. commence with a a. d. leio. 
curious document, throwing much light on the social condition of Ireland at 
the period. The editors of that invaluable collection place its date about the 
year 1515. From it we learn that the King's laws were obeyed but in a very stau paptn, 
small portion of Ireland, comprising half the counties of Louth, Meath, Dublin, p^'s/a^ 
Eildare, and Wexford ; that in the other halves of those counties, and in the 
entire of Waterford, Cork, Kilkenny, Limerick, Keny, Carlow, and the pro- 
vinces of Connaught and Ulster, there was neither justice nor sheriff, whilst 
" all the Englyshe folke of the said countyes ben of Iryshe baby t, of Iryshe Ian- 
gage, and of Iryshe condytions, except the cyties and wallyd tonnes 

. . . and though that many of them obey the kinges Deputye, when it pleaseith 
them, yet ther is none of them all thatobeyth the kinges lawes." Ten English 
counties paid annual tributes, ranging from £300 to £20, to Irish chieftains, 
the Deputy being unable to defend the Ueges against their agressions. In such 
a condition of affairs it does not surprise one to find it stated that — 

" Syr Pyers Butler, knight, and all tlie Captaines of the Butlen of the countye of KiU Id., pp. 3, 7. 

kenny followyth the Iryshe ordre, and every of them makeith warre 

and pease for hymself, without any lycence of the King, or of any other temperall person, 
saive to hym that is strongeyst, and of suche that maye subdue them by the ewerde." 

At this time an event took place which must have been long anxiously 
looked forward to by Sir Piers. On the 3rd of August, 1515, Thomas, Earl 
of Ormonde . and Wiltshire, died in England. He left no son, and his 
2e 
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daughters' iDberited his lai^e poaaessions in that kingdom. Sir Piers Butler 
MS. ptdtgrtt thereon, says Master Bichard Lawless, " tooke vpoa him the title and name of 
Onumi"*' Earle of Ormond;" and it appears that he lost no time in placing on record 
evidence to prove his legal right to that title and the Irish property. We have 
already (see p. 205, supra), mentioned a notarial instrument recording a con- 
versation wherein Earl Thomas had declared that the Irish title and estates 
were vested in his heirs male. There exists in the Evidence Chamber, Kil- 
kenny Castle, another document (under the mark and certificate of Thomas 
Fyan, an Ossoiy clergyman, and notary public), whereby Oliver, Bishop of 
Oasory, makes known to all whom it may concern, that on the 8th of November, 
1516, Piers Butler, Earl of Ormonde, petitioned him to record tbe testimony 
of certain witnesses in proof that the Earldom of Ormonde, and the property 
attached thereto, were entailed on heirs male. In the subjoined note will be 
found an abstract of the depositions of the several witnesses set forth in this 
curious doc^unent^ 



' " The i* Thomw, Earle of Onnond & Will- 
shire, dyed the 7th yeare of King Henry j* 8th, 
hauing iraae the Lady Anne Butler, marryed 
to S' James St Leger of Deaanshire, knight, & 
y» Lady Margaret Buttler, marryed to S' Wil- 
liam Bullin, knight. The said Lady Anne 
Butler, y* eldest daughter, had isaue by the s' 
S* James StL^er, 8' George St Leger, knight, 
who had issue S' John St.Leger, who now liueth 
in poore estate. And y' s' Lady Margaret But- 
ler, Buttler, V dangfatat to y* s' Thomas, Earle 
of Ormond & Willshire, had issue by the s' S* 

William Bullin, knight Thomas 

Bullin, which Thomas Bullin bad issue George 
Bullin, & aUoe 2 daughters, yizL, Anne Bullin, 
(marryed to y s^ King Henry y* 8), and Hary Bui- 
lin, marryed to Sir W". Carey, knight" — Law- 
less's Pedegree oftht Houm of Ormond. 

" Nicholas Tywe, 67 years of age, deposed, 
that he bad heard hie father, John Tywe (who 
was 78 years of age, aod had been chamberlain 
to James, the White Carl of Ormonde), say, 
that if that Sail died without heirs male of his 



body lawf^y begotten, that then the legitimate 
heira male of Sichard Butler, brother to said 
James, would succeed to that Earl's inheri- 
tance; and that be heard his said Ather say, 
after the death of the said Jamea, and of John bis 
son, that it was a pity that those eons of Bichard 
Butler who would succeed to that Earl's inhe- 
ritance were not brought up after tbe English 
fashion; and the deponent waswell awareof the 
common fame, that the inheritance of that Earl- 
dom was entuled on the heirs male, and that 
Sir Piers Butler was now the true heir male of 
the said EarL 

John Shortbala, lord of Hoystoun and Clo- 
mantagh, of the age of 80 years, deposed, that 
he had he«rd his father, Eobert, of the age of 
80 years, who was sheriff of the county of Kil- 
kenny in the time of James, the White Earl, as 
often as he heard any talk about the inheritance 
of the Earldom of Ormonde, say, that if the 
said James should die without heirs male, that 
then the heirs male of his brother, Richard, 
wonld lacceed to tbt inheritaooe; k&d when 
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In 1516 Sir Piera Butler joined bis forces with those of O'Brien, who had 
espoused the quarrel of John, " son of the Earl," against James, sod of Maurice, 
heir to the Earldom of Desmond, who raised the siege of Lough Gur, and 
retired precipitately on the approach of the confederates. 

The Earl of Kildare having, in this year, made a successful foray against 
the OTooles, next invaded Ely O'Carrol, where, says Cox, he was " joyned by 
Beveral Noblemen of Munster and Leinster, of EDglisb Extraction, and parti- 
cularly by Pierce Earl of Ormond, and James eldest Son of the Earl oi Desmond" 



A.D. ibie. 

BOm. AitgU- 

p. 2oa. 



John Bsd Thomu, the aong of the skid Earl, 
went to the Court of Some, he heard him ujing, 
" if they shall not retam, the inheritance will 
r«mun to the heir* mftle;" and he wu well 
Awmre that Pien is the legitimate bod of Junes, 
tbe son of Edmond, the son of Richard Bntler. 

William Cantwell, 66 jears of age, gave like 
testimony. 

James Grant, 66 years of age, deposed, that 
he had heard his bther, who was 80 years of 
age and npwarda, and his grand&ther, who was 
SO years old and upwards, one of whom was con- 
stable of the castle of Knocktopher, and the 
other nutrshall (mariscallus) of the cotmty of 
Kilkenny, often stating that the inheritance of 
the Earldom of Ormonde waa entailed on heirs 
male, and that as often as that White Earl 
(comes ille candidus) went to England, he was 
wont to appoint Edmond, the son of Bichard, his 
brother, to rnle in his place, saying. Keep well 
my lordships, for they shall all be thine from the 
days [of the deaths?] of my sons (a diebus filio- 
nim meoTum). 

Brother Thomas Neyll, a monk of the monas- 
tery of Jerpoint, 60 years of age and upwards, 
deposed, that be had beard Thomas Neyll, Itnrd 
of the greater part of Karrick, 80 years of age 
and Tipwards, and Walter Glome, steward of the 
Barl of Ormonde for the whole of Ireland, 80 
years of age, often saying, that the Earl of Or- 
monde bad no legitimate sona except James the 



White, and Bicbard Batter, and that if the said 
James died without heirs male of his body, then 
the heirs male of that Sichard ought to have 
the inheritance of that Earldom. 

EdmondArlond, 78 years ofage^ deposed that, 
he was brought up with the said Glome, the 
steward, and heard him often, after the death of 
the White Earl, saying, that if James of Witt- 
shire, John, and Thomas, the sons of James the 
White, died without hars male, then the heirs 
male of Richard Butler, his brother, would 
inherit that Earldom; and that he heard hit 
father, Laurence by name, 80 years of age, who 
was of the counsel of the White Earl (de con- 
silio comitis candidi), saying, that the Earldom 
of Ormonde and its inheritance was entailed on 
heirs male ; he heard divers persons, who were 
with Thomas the last Earl, saying, that that 
Earl had declared that inheritance to be entailed 
on burs mal& 

John Cantwell, lord of Moykarky, 66 yean 
of age, deposed, ^t he heard his father, John 
Cantwell, Archbishop of Cashel, 70 years of age, 
who used to be with the White Earl in all parU 
of Ireland before he was Archbishop, as also with 
John his son, saying confidentially in secret wise, 
in the time of the said John, that if John and 
Thomas, his brother, should die without heirs 
male of their bodies, that then the legitimate 
heirs male of Richard Butler would succeed the 
sud Earl in his inheritance, and this he heard 
i2 
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In this expeditioQ Ormonde aided the Deputy in the siege and demolition of 
hia kinsman O'Carrol's chief castle of Lemyvenane (now called the Leap near 
Farsonstown), and was present at the surprise and surrender of Clonmel, the 
principal town of his own Liberty of Tipperary; and, the return of the 
F<H, Maittn. Deputy to Dublin having left the component parts of his army free to follow 
' ' "^ ' their private feuds, we find Ormonde, as already stated, joining the O'Briens 
against the Desmonds. 

The death of Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, soon caused a change to take place 



at the tiine that the said John had to do (tnc- 
t«tum htbuit), with B«7tialdA, the daughter of 
O'Brien, and at other times afterwards ; he beard 
also the said Archbishop swtftring by St. Pa^ 
trick's Cross, and in the presence of John 
fintler fitz £dntond fitz Richard, who was fos- 
tered with the said Archbishop, and saying, 
** if John and Thomas had not heirs male, then 
the heirs male of yoar father are their heirs." 

Edmond Maresse, 66 years of age, deposed, 
that he heard his father, William Marease, chief 
of his nation, 80 years of age, who always was 
near the White Earl (qui semper assistebat 
comiti caudido), even at the time of his death. 
Baying, that the Earldom of Ormonde was en- 
tuled on heirs m^e, aod that he heard Master 
Nicholas Whyte, Rector of Callan, 70 years of 
age, who had a knowledge of that matter, saying, 
in like manner, that that inheritance was entailed 
on heirs male, and that Peter Whyte, father of 
the said Nicholas, saw that entail (ridit illam 
talLiam), and that he heard by common fame that 
the heirs male of Kichard would inherit all, 
notwithstanding the daughters of Ear! Thomas. 

Isabella Blanchfell, an honest widow, 70 years 
of age, examined in the monastery of Callan, by 
commission directed to John Tobyn, rector of 
Callan, deposed, that she had heard by the com- 
mon report of good and honest persons of the 
county of Kilkenny, and especially of Robert 
ShoTthals, lord of Ballyhyggyn, her husband. 



60 yeArs of age, and James Bysse, skilled in the 
king's laws, that the Earldom of Ormonde was 
entailed on heirs male, and that if John and 
Thomas should die without heirs male, that 
then the legitimate heirs male of the said 
Richard would succeed to that inheritance, not- 
withstanding the daughters of Earl Thomas, 
because the lands were entailed on heirs male. 

Gilbert Blanchfell, lord of Eilmodymog, de- 
posed, that he had heard by common report and 
fame through the counties of Kilkenny and Tip- 
perary, and especially from David Blanchfell, 
his father, lord of Blanchfelyston, the steward 
Glorne, and Thomas Whyte, constable of Don- 
ferth, that the inheritance and Earldom of Or- 
monde was entailed on heirs male. 

The aforesaid witnesses were examined in the 
monastery of St John, Kilkenny, by Master 
James Cantwell, official of Ossory, deputed for 
that purpose, and at the request of the said Lord 
Piers, made to the Bishop when present at a pub- 
lic assembly of the county of Kilkenny at " Fy- 
nyll hyll" near Kilkenny, on the 16th day of the 
month aforesaid ; and their testimony was re- 
duced to writing and published under the seal 
of the Bishop of Ossory, used for greater causes, 
in presence of the said official, the Prior of the 
monastery of St. John, Master John Tobyn, 
Rector of Callan, James Sborthals, lordof Bally- 
lorcan, and numberless other persona called to- 
gether for that purpose 
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in the frieadly relations which had so long existed between the Earl of EUdare 
and hia brother-in-law. Sir Piers having, as the next surviving legitimate heir uund't .Hut. 
male, assumed the title of Ormonde*, and taken possession of the Irish estates toL a., pp. dg, 
of the late earl, saw with impatience the greatness of the Geraldines, and keenly 
felt the depression of his own family. He was, therefore, determined, even at 
the sacrifice of the friendship of his wife's brother, to maintain the honour of 
his house ; and in this he was cordially supported by the energetic character 
of his wife, who had become, in heart and soul, a Butler, and instigated him to 
give a vigorous opposition to her own kinsmen. Having secured the favour 
of Wolsey, whom the pride and inexperience of Kildare had made his enemy, 
the Earl of Ormonde succeeded in having his rival removed &om the govern- 
ment of Ireland ; and Thomas, Earl of Surrey, having been created Lord Lieu- a. d. leis. 
tenant, the chief of the Butlers at once rose into power and importance. We 
find the king thanking Surrey shortly after his arrival in Ireland, " for the a-d. isao. 
sending of thArchebisshop of Dublin, our Chauncelour there, to Waterforde, for vol. u., put iii , 
the paciiying of sucbe discourdes, debates, and variaunces, as be betwixt 
thErle of Desmonde** and Sir Piers Butler . . . so that they, being soo pacified, 
mought, with their puysaunces, joyne and attende personnally with and upon 
you, our Lieutenaunte, for your better assistence in repressing the temerities 
of our rebellious Irishe enimyes." A truce was, accordingly, patched up be- 
tween them, and Surrey informs Henry that the commissioners had returned on 
the 10th of July from Waterford, " where, with mouche defyculty, they have J"*, pp. se. 
takyn a day of truys betwene the Erles .... to endure unto Candylmas next 
comyng." Ormonde being thus free from the apprehension of danger on the 
southern boundary of his territories, was enabled to aid the Lord Lieutenant, 
then engaged, with "the leest assistence of the Englishry that ever was seen," in 
laying waste Leix, the country of " Connell O'More." The power of the Earl 
of Ormonde at this period is well shown by the strength of the forces he led 
to the aid of Surrey, compared with those under the standard of the Chief Gover- 

* He was not, however, folly recogniied u liojL~Stale Papert, toL ii., p&rt ill, p. 39. 
Eul of Ormonde till IS38, though in the patent '> This wag James, eleventh £arl of Desmond, 
by which he was appointed Lord Deputy of Ire- whose daughter, ftnd heir general, Joan, after- 
land, dated 6th March, 1522, he is styled, "Pe- wards became the wife of Sir Piers' son and sac- 
tms Butler comes Ormond," without qualifies- cessor, James, ninth Earl of Onnonde. 
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Dor. Smre/s forces condsted of 150 horsemeQ sent to him out of Wales, 120 
horsemen and 300 kerns in his pay, and 48 horse and 120 foot " of the Eng- 
lishry," being 318 horse and 420 foot in all ; whilst Ormonde brought into the 
field 100 horsemen, 200 galoglasses, and 200 kern of his own, besides 24 horse- 
men led by bis kinsman Mac Miirrough. Surrey then proceeds to inform the 
King as follows: — 

" The said Erl brought also O'Eerroyll* [O'CbttoU] to epeke with me, who, setheni 
my coining, hslh made oon invasyon, and doon mooche hurt. He la the moost estemed 
capt£yn of the land ; and, with mouclie deGculte, he was sworn to Tour Grace. After hit 
othe takin, I examined him upon whate grounde he had moevid wsrre, considering he had 
promised Sir William Darcy to bee loving and servicehabla unto me, your LieutenannL 
He said, he was bo mouche hurt by Englishmen in tymes past that nowe he sawe good 
season to revenge his hurtes. I eaid to him, that it was not for that cause, but that I knew 
well he had received a letter from the Erl of Kyldare, brought to him by an abbot, dwelling 
nere to him, which letter caused him to make warre. And he smyled. And both I, the 
Erl of Ormond, and Sir William Darcy, desirid bim to showe the trouth of the said letter. 
And he answerid, saying he wold not dbtayne his honour for the pauelion ful of gold; ne, 
if he had teceivid any suche letter, wold disclose the same. Then the Erll of Ormond, 
he and Sir William Darcy, comynyng to gathers in Irish, the sud Erl and Sir William 
advised me to examen the said O'Kerroyles brethem, of the said letter, for the said O'Ker- 
royl wold it shuld come out by theym. And they both sware, that they stode by, and 
herd the sud letter redd. I ezamyned them, if it were signed with the Erl of EUdares 

hand ; and they said they oond not rede, and therfore they knew not" 

The said O'Karroyll hath confessid to Conyll OlMore, and to Brene O'Conoghour, who 
have shewid me the same, that he woold haue made no warre, yf He had not been sent 
unto by the Erl of Kildare so to doo ; and that for fere of bis displeasure, if he shuld 
retome, he durst noon otherwise doo. And for noo thing that the Erl of Ormond and Sir 
William coude doo, he wold be swome to Toure Grace, unto the tyme I said to bym, that 
I knewe, asauridly. Tour Grace wold never sufTer the Erl of Kildare to bee your Deputie 
here more ; and also to promise him to take a resonable peas with Connyll, such as the 



■O'CaTTollwasakinsman of Ormonde's, whose vol. it., p. 132, was carried to C Carroll by th« 

grandmother was Catherine, daughter of Moel- abbot of MoDasterevan. It is given in the printed 

rony O'Carroll, surnamed Barbatna (Archdall's State Papers, vol. ii., part iiL, p. 45. O'CarroU 

£o(^a, voL iv., p. 17); hence the influence of the ia urged to keep peace with Engliahmen till an 

Earl with the Iiieh chieftun. English Deputy came over; and then to do his 

* This' letter, which is printed by Leland, best to make war with them. 
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Erll of Onnond, Sit WilliBin Darcy, Cormock Oge, and he, wold make; which, by the 
advise of all the best of the boost, I consented anto. And so the peaaia made, and Connjll 
awom to Your Grace, and I had his eon and heyre, and hia brother, in plege, that he shall 
kepe peas, and bee true to Your Grace, and mee, your Lieutenaunt; and I have delyverid 
theym to kepe, to the said Erl of Ormond. Also the same Erl, O'Kerroyll, Cormoge Oge, 
and oon Moriartagh Oge M'Morgho, the best of the M'Morgooa, be suertis to me for his 
good abering, and sworne that, if he doo not as he is eworne to doo, they all shall make 
warre upon him." 

In this year Surrey asked Wolsey, but without effect, to procure the Trea- a-d. 1620. 
Burership of Ireland for Ormonde, " for sith my commyng he hath best deserved p. S9. 
it, and I doubt not woll do hereafter." Four years after, that office was conferred 
on him. We find Surrey commending him at this time for a faithful adhe- ■'''■' pP' "• 
rence to the truce made with Desmond, which the latter had broken, and the 
Lieutenant expresses his intention of going shortly towards Munster to pacify 
the " varyances betwene thErllis of Desmond and Ormond, and theyre adhe- 
rentes." In the August of this year Ormonde attended Surrey in hia expedi- ^* p- *»■ 
tion against O'Neill " with a right good power of horsmen, and also of fotemen. 
And over that," continues Surrey, writing to Wolsey, " where at this tyAe there 
was lymytted betwixt me, and such Irishmen ag have warre with the kingea 
Bubgietes, a day of comynycacion or treatyse, the said Erll, with good diligence, 
bath come above foure score myles, from his owne parties, to accompany and 
ayde me at the said treatyse ; and at all tjrmes sheweth bym self toward, to doo 
the Kinges Grace thankful service, such as no man in this land dooth, and to 
me right great ayde assistence." 

It, is probable that it was Surrey's wish at this period to put an end to the * 

disputed claim made by the heirs general of Earl Thomas to the title of 
Ormonde, and confirm his friend in the possession of it, as he asks the King, in id-, p. *»■ 
consideration of the services he had recoimted, as given above, that the Act of 
Parliament " coocernyng the said Erll," which he had a considerable time pre- 
viously forwarded to England, should be sent over, so that it might pass at the 
session about to commence on the 17th October. No such session, however, 
seems to have taken place*, probably in consequence of " the great trouble and 

■ The Beoords of the Irish ParHamenta are Irish Statatea, preserved in the Library of the 
very defective. Uuris, in his abstract of the Royal Dublin Society, notes a memorandum. 
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byssynes with the warre of Iryshmea," which Surrey Bays would necesBary 
make the intended meeting a short one. 

Piers, who died in a good old age in 1539, was now beginning to feel 
some of the infirmities of advancing years, and Surrey's mention of this fact 
also gives us, incidentally, the first notice of his eldest son, James, afterwards 
ninth Earl of Ormonde, and shows that he received his education in the court 
of England, at that period unstained by the subsequent vices and tyranny of 
Henry, and accounted one of the most refined and magnificent in Europe. 

" Also," writes Surrey, " pleas it your Grace to understand, that the said Erll, every 
wynter, is soo sore vexed and greved with the gowte in his fote, that he may not ryde, ne 
travaill; andyfl ah uld have never somouche nede of his assiatence, he may not repur to ne 
and hia men wol never goo furth, onlee they have the said Erll, oreb hys boh and heyre, 
with theyme, to bee their capetayne. Wherefor I humbly beseche your Grace, that the 
said Erll is son, James, beeing with Your Grace, may be sent home with delygence, for 
tbentent forsaid, which may doo the Kinges Grace right good service here, and me bssb- 
tence, specialy at suche tymes sa the said Erll may not labour; humbly besecbing your 
Grace tenderly to consider the great ayde and loving assistance I have of the eaid Erll, 
both in tne felde, and in his discrete counsail, with his famylier conversacion, which is to 
me great eas and comfort, that therefor youi Grace wold woucheaauf, according my spe- 
ciall trust, to shew unto the said Erll suche favours, in bryefe expedycion of the premissea, 
that be may fele and perceyve to spede the better therein, by means of this my humble 
intercession and peticion." 

Three days after this letter was written, namely, on October 6, Ormonde 
was at Clonmel, about to attend the Lord Lieutenant and Council to Waterford 
for the purpose of being reconciled to Desmond, and they write to the 
King, " asfor thErll of Ormond, we cannot desire to have hym more con- 
fourmable than he is." At this time, it appears from the letter now cited, that 
a project was on foot, which, if it had been carried to a successful issue, would 
have linked the house of Ormonde still more closely to the royal line of England, 

dated the 5th November, 12th Henry VIIL, to held at Dublin, 7th Henry VIII., "evidently 

the effect, that search having been made in "y* appeared to be new cntt within y* space of a 

Treasury where y* kings Records were kept," month preceding, and part of the Boll taken 

it was found that the Boll of the Parliament away." 
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than even did Henry's subsequent marriage with Anne, the younger daughter of 
Sir Thomas Boleyne, and grand-daughter of Earl Thomas. Before Surrey came to 
Ireland he seems, in conjunction with others of the Council, to have suggested to 
Henry the advisableness of a marriage between Ormonde's accomplished son 
and Mary, Boleyne's eldest daughter. This we learn from the following passage 
in the Lord Lieutenant's despatch, which, from its interesting nature, we here 
transcribe : — 

" And where, &t our beeing with Tone Grace, diven of ua moeved yon to cauK a suot p^trt, 
maryage to bee solempnysed betwene thErll of Ormondes Bon, beeing with Your Grace, ^ 
and Sir Thomas Boleyoa doughter ; we thynk, yf Tour Gracf? causid that to bee doon, 
and also a fynall ende to bee made betwene theyme, for the tytle of landes depending in 
varyaunce, it shuld cause the Bald Erli to bee better wylled to see this land brought to good 
order; notwiihetanding, undoubtidl;, we see not but that he is as wele mynded thereunto, 
and as redy to geve his good advyse and counaaill in all causes for the furtherance of the 
same, as we can wyssh him to bee." 

The King was, at this period, favourably disposed toward the proposed inter- 
marri^e, and in his reply to Surrey directs him to infiuence Ormonde " for id., p. 67. 
his agreeable consent and mynde therunto," promising, in the meantime, to 
advance the matter with the lady's father, and inform the Lord Lieutenant how 
he found him inclined to the match. The project, however, slept for a twelve- id., toL l. 

1 1 i> 11 1 • P"! i-i P- 9^ 

month, and finally came to nothing*. 

The exertions already alluded to had produced a cessation of the overt acts 
of enmity between the Earls of Ormonde and Desmond, both being sworn to 

* Surrey had previoiuly expressed hia desire his return to England, which took place on the 

that Lord James Butler should be sent to 27th of tliat month, says {State Paptrt, toI. L, 

Ireland to head his father's retainers in the part i., pp. 91, 92): — "Finally, Sir, I hare 

field, and his request seems to have been sup- considred the request and desire made nnto 

ported by a letter from Ormonde himself. It Your Grace by Sir Piers Butler, conteigned in 

appears that Henry was unwilling to lose sight his letters, whiche I thinke veray reasonable; 

of him, looking on him partly in the light of a and surely. Sir, the towardnes of his sonne con- 

hostage for hii father's good behaviour, and to sidred, who is right active, discrete, and wise, I 

this motive may be traced the projected marriage suppose he, being with his fader in that lande, 

with Mary Boleyne. Wolsey, writing to Henry shnlde do unto Tour Grace right acceptable ser- 

from France in NoTember, 1521, shortly before vice. BouKbtit,Sir,goodeihallitbetoprove,how 
2v 
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Id., p. 64. 



keep the peace aod help each other in all lawful causes. Ormonde had brought 
to Surrey, at Waterford, " Cormok Oge and M'Carty Reagh, two Irish lordes 
' of great power," who were " of his band," and disposed at this time to surrender 
their native rights, and hold their lands of the King, " soo they may bee 
defended." The Lord Lieutenant asks Wolsey to *' cause thankfoll letters to 
bee sent from the Kinges Grace to the Erie of Ormonde, aawele for his deli- 
gence shewed unto me, at all tyraes, as also for that he shewith hymself ever, 
with his good advise and strenght, to bring the kings entended purpose to good 
effect Undoubtedly," continues Surrey with friendly emphasis, " he is not oonly 
a wyseman, and bath a true English hert, but also he is the man of moost expe- 
rience of the feautes of warre of this countrey, of whome I have, at all tymes, 
the best couDsail of any of this land. I wold thErll of Desmond were of like 
wisedome and order." 

In the April of this year Ormonde, in company with Sir William Darcy, 
was sent by Surrey " to pacyfy divers Irishmen, which were shrewdly dys- 
posid to have made warre upon the kinges subgietes," in which by threats of a 
" great power comyng hether with thErll of Kildare, and with divers others 
good drylUs," they partly succeeded. "Howe bee it," naively observes the 
Lord Lieutenant, " smale truste is in their promyses." In July " thErll of 
Ormonde made sharp warre upon OEerrol, and hath doon his part right wele ;" 
and Surrey asks the King to write " letters of thankes" to him " for his paynfull 
deligent service doon to Tour Grace here." 

Surrey, perceiving that he could not continue in the government of Ireland 
with credit to himself unless he was enabled by larger supplies of men and 



Vie said Sir Pitrt Butier ehail acquiU hym gdf in 
thauctoritie by Tour Grace lat^y to hym commuted, 
not doubting but his said tonne bring within your 
reame he woU doo ferre the better; trusting therby 
the rather to gett hym home. And I shall, at my 
rtlowne to your presence, divise with Your Qrace, 
how the Toarriage, betwixt hym and Sir Thomas 
Boltan is doughtier, may bt brought to passe, w)uch 
Aa8>e a reasonable cause to tracte the tyme for tend- 
ing his said Sonne over unto hym; for the perfecting 
of whiche maniftge, I Bh&ll endevour mj selff, 



at m^ said retonrne, with all eflecte." By the 
pbrue, " Sir Thomas Bolain is doughtier," can 
■lone have been meant his eldest daaghter Mary, 
as Anne, married to Henry YUI. in 1532, was 
at this period only fourteen years old, and had 
not returned from France, being a monber of 
the household of Claude, Queen of Francis I. 
Mary Boleyne ofterwarde married William 
Carey, and her son, Sir Henry Carey, wu created 
Lord Hunsdon by Queen Elizabeth, bis first 
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money &om England to complete the conquest of the country, and besides, ' 
feeling his health much broken, had asked in the previous year to be recalled. 
In October, 1521, Henry sent his letters to Wolsey, then in France, expresBing 
his intention to recall the Lord Lieutenant "thya nexte yere," and desired 
the Cardinal Legate to "devise uppon sum othre personage to be sent in to si<rf./v.. 
these parties." Wolsey writes in reply from Calais at considerable length. It p. 69.' 
appears that Henry had suggested Lord Ferers, or Sir Piers Butler. The former, '^'' ' ' 
Wolsey sets aside as being likely to be ruled by the Irish Council, not being 
expert in matters of weight ; and — suggesting that the appointment of an English 
Deputy must induce a larger expenditure of treasure than would be agreeable 
to Henry, now desirous to save money to meet the great charges he would be 
subjected to "by entering the weires," according to the convention made 
between him and the Emperor of Germany — be puts forward " the said Erie of 
Ormonde, now being the gretest personnsge, and of mooste power amonges 
your obeisaunt subgiettes in that land," if he could be induced to act as the 
King's Lieutenant with as little expense to the Crown as when the Earl of 
Kildare was Deputy. " For whiche purpose," further writes Wolsey, " I have 
divised the minute of a letter to be sent by Tour Grace to your said Lieute- 
nant." Pace replies to Wolsey, by Henry's desire, that the King had received id., pp. ts, 7 
the minute in question, and approved of his advice as to the government of 
Ireland in general, except that, instead of making Sir Piers Butler Lord Lieu- 
tenant at once, he thought it better that Surrey should appear to sound his 
intentions '* as of hym self, in secrete maner," and, if he should succeed in per- 
suading Ormonde to be his Deputy, " for a tyme," " with the same interteign- 
ment, or lesse, than the Earle of Kildare hadde," and the King be, on Surrey's 
return, fully informed ■" off the qualities off the" sayde Sir Piers Butlare," that 
then he would have him appointed Deputy by " his royall autoritie." Both 
Wolsey's minute, and the King's letter to Surrey, altered therefrom, are still 
preserved, and have been printed amongst the State Papers of Henry VIH ; a., toL a, 
we transcribe from the latter the passage relating to Sir Piers Butlei* : — re^ee^Bo. 

* In Ortnoade's appointment to the Deputy- want of vaauej. Hatred to the Geraldines, no 
■hip we may trace the influence of Wolsey'a doubt, also influenced the vindictive mind of the 
partiality, Surrey's friendship, and Henry's Cardinal Legate. 
2f2 
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" We theiefore coude be content, and the nthet sgreable, that je Bhulde retoume to 
this our Reame, yf convenable proviaion monght be made for a substanciall and active per* 
Bonage to be your deputie there in youi absence, with suche interteignment aa ye and he 
canne agre upon, for the defence of our aeid lande. And in diri^ing and debating with 
our Gounsail what personage shuld be moost mete to occupie the rowme of youi deputie 
there. We have remembred Sir Piers Butler, pretending himself to be Erll of Ormonde; 
who as We be enfourmed, asweil by your writing, aa otherwyse, is nowe reputed and taken 
for the best amonges other our obeisaunt subgiettes ofthat lande. In consideracion wherof, 
our mynde and pleasure is, that ye, in secrete maner, shall declare unto the said Sir Piers 
Butler, as if yourself, binding bin, also, by the feithe of a gentelman, in lyke maner, to 
kepe the same secrete, that We entende to minishe our retynue there, and that We have 
sent for you, to have with you oommunicacions, asweil therin, as in other weighty matiera, 
and for the great wisedome and feithe ye hare by dully experience founde in bym towardes 
Us, above all other our subgiettes inhabiting within that our lande, towardes the politique 
govemaunce of the same, ye may desire hym to take upon hym to be your deputie there, 
tyll ye shall retoume again. And pereevyng his towarde mynde to occupie the said rowme 
under you, ye maye then further breke with hym, as of youre selfe, to knowe whether he 
coulde be contentyd to be your deputie there, if ye by your laboure, coulde induce Us to be 
agreable therunto, by declaracion of his wisedome and activenesse made unto Us, at your 
repaire unto our presence, with suche interteignment as the Erll of Kildare hadde, or leese, 
as ye canne by good policie move hym to be contentyd with. And if ye canne induce 
hym to be your deputie there, in maner and foorme affore rebersydde, then our pleasur 

is, ye shall repair to Us incoDtynently And, in the mean season, whiles ye 

shall move and procure hym to accepto that rowme, in such maner and fourme as is affore 
expressed, We shall cause our licence to be made to you, for to surrogate a deputie there. 

And at your retoume unto Us, We wotbe by you, la ample manner, infourmyd 

of the qualities of the seid Sir Piers Butler, whether be be mete to occupie that rowme, or 
not, afibr he shalbe made our Deputie there by our royal auctoritie. An necessarie it is 
this matier be closely handelyd, that the said Sir Piers Butler, ne any other of our Coun- 
suU there, may, in any wise, take any suspicion or conjecture, that either We be agreable 
ye shulde cum home, otherwise than to retoume again, or that ye were mynded soo to do. 
For they, having the lest deteccion or overture tberof, shall soo extremely sticke to theyi 
advauntage, that hard shall it to bring them to any reasonable wayes; whereby both our 
pleasure, and your desirouse mynde, shulde be clerely frustrate." 

A. D. ibii. Ormonde, at the head of the Irish Council, after the departure of Surrey with 

p. "as. "'*"' the English forces, asks the King for five or six ships to keep the Irish seas, 

awe the Irish rehels, and prevent any invasion from Scotland, expressing great 
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fears ia coDaequence of the " extreme daunger and parell" which threatened sai* jv<- 
them. This letter is dated on the last day of February: on the 6th of p. »:.''*" ' 
the following month his patent as Deputy to the Earl of Surrey was Lodgt, y'l iv., 
signed, and on the 26th he took the oaths of oflSce. " On the third daye after ^ 
that, the said Lord Deputy departeyd from this cite of Dulyn" [Dublin], 
writes Stile (who had brought over the King's recall of Surrey) to Wolsey, "for 
to comune with Maghe Mur [Mac Murrough], and other Trysshe cappytayns; 
and so from thens home to his awne contrey, to the county of Kilkenny, 
where the said Lord Deputy kepid his Ester. And yt plese your Grace, yt is 
said that within this 8 dais the Lord Deputy shall speke with theErle of Des- 
mond, in the marchis of hia contrey of Mowneter, and after that immedeately 
that the Lord Deputy will come hether to Dulyn at this Ester terme." 

Ormonde, having lost the support of the English contingent, had not the M, p. as. 
power to preserve the same order in Ireland as his predecessor, and, besides, 
it should be remembered that the scarcely slumbering enmity of hia rival 
Kildare was ready to burst forth on the slightest provocation, and waa, at 
all times, secretly employed in fomenting disturbances amongst the Irish. L>iud'< HiM. 
However, Ormonde's influence caused many of the native chiefs, with aome of Vjl, pp. is:, 
whom he was connected by ties of consanguinity or friendship, to make formal 
submissions to the Crown. 

About this time an embassy was sent by the " Regulus" of Upper Ossory 
to hia brother chieftain, as doubtless the MacgiUapatrick held the King of Eng- 
land to be, in form as follows: — "The Irish Ambassador to King Henry the Lambtti,M.s. 
Eight, coming toward y*chapenvttered this oration — ' Sta pedibua Domine Rex '"' '*^°"" 
Dominus mens Gillapatricius me misit ad te, et iussit dicere: quod si non vis 
castigare Petrum Rufum (Piers Butler, Earl of Ossorie), ipse faciet Bellum 
contra te.' " There had been an old blood-feud between Earl Piers' branch of 
the Butlers and the Macgillapatricks. In 1443, Edmond MacRichard Butler a»tpj,ie,nipra. 
(the Earl's grandfather) had caused the two sons of the then Lord of Ossory to 
be slain in Kilkenny; and in 1478 the sons of the murdered men had stained 
the doorway of the very cathedral of St Canice with the life-blood of Mac 
Richard's son. " Piers the Red," doubtless, lost no opportunity of carrying 
fire and sword into Upper Oasory to avenge his uncle's death; and in the 
records of the Corporation of Kilkenny for the year 1517 we catch a casual 
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but graphic glimpse of this private warfare — the Tholsel of the town having 
been then partially rebnilt, and furnished with the iron grate of Macgillapa- 
trick's border castle of CooUdll, as a trophy of the prowess of the Btalwart 
burghers, headed by their Sovereign, and aided by Sir Piers Butler". It does 
not appear that " Piers the Red" was chastised by Henry, and whether the 
Ossorian " regulus" made good his tdtimatum^ and waged instant war against 
TurfSaitT,, Henry's Deputy, is not recorded: we only know that, ten years afterwards, 
'■''■ ■ Ormonde's youngest son, Thomas, was slain in a fray with the Tanist of Ossoiy, 
Dermot Mac Shane Macgillapatrick, who was, however, delivered up, by his own 
brother, Brian, then chief of his name, to the Earl, by whom " he was fettered, 
in revenge of his son, and of every other misdeed which Dermot had committed 
against him up to that time." 



■ The passage is so curioDa that we give it in 
the origiuRl, with & tranBlfttion, premisiDg that 
the prerioaa entries show the Sovereign for the 
year 1517 to have been Walter Coarcy: — 

" Item, anno regni regis infrascripti et anno 
Domini SI°.ggccc. decimo septimo constructa 
Aierant magnum solarium et pamim deanper, 
cum omnibus aliis ligneis edificiie et portia in 
eodem tolsito, per anpervisum infraacripti Sape- 
rioria in expensis communitatis. 

"Itero,eodemanno,mQdo premisso, constmcta 
fuit nova porta lapidea inferins super latua ori- 
entale predicti tolsiti, et appositum est illo le 
graate ferreum violenter asportatum a castro 
bernardi tunc m'gillpatrige, nuncupato le Cowl- 
kyl! in Oaaoria, per superiore et communitate 
viUeKilkennie tunc exiatentes in hoatili exercitu 
cnm domino Petro Butler milite et postea comite 
Ormonie. Et etiam in solario ejusdem tolsiti 
reparatns eat in medio novua paries, 

"Item, ptares bumbices facte sunt, et di- 
verse lorice empte,pro inhabita tores ville ad ejus 
defeneioneuL Item unum novum vexillum, per 
supervistim infrascripti raperioris, rubeum in 
quo contioetur arma vel scutum ville emptum 
est in expensis communitatie." 

Item, in the year of the King before written. 



and A.D. 1517, thegreatand little solars, with 
all the other timber structures and gates in the 
said Tholsel, were constmcted under the super- 
vision of the said Sovereign at the public cost. 

Item, the same year, and in the manner afore- 
said, was built the new stone gateway below, on 
the east side of the said Tholsel; and in it was 
placed the iron grate taken by force from the 
castle of Bernard, the then Macgillapatrick, 
called Coolkill, in Oasory, by the Sovereign 
and Commons of the town of Kilkenny, then 
in warlike array, aided by Sir Piers BnUer, 
Knight, and afterward Earl of Ormonde. Also 
the new wall in the solar of the said ThoUel waa 
repaired in the midat. 

Item, more cannon weremade,and divershan- 
berks were bought for the inhabitants, for the 
defence of the town. Item, there was bought, at 
the public expense, and under the supervision 
of the aforesaid Sovereign, a new red banner, 

charged with the arms or shield of the town 

Z»Aer Primm KUiennue, fol. 63 dono. The ex- 
isting remains of the castle of Coolkill, seated in 
one of the passes which lead from the Queen*a 
County into Kilkenny, show it to have been of no 
mean strength, and give warrant to the pardon- 
able vanity of the warlike burghers of Kilkenny. 
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But, to revert to our oarratiTe: Eildare returned to Ireland in January, a.d. igss. 
having, during M8stayinEngland,alliedhimselfbymarriagetoapowerful party a^h^^ 
there, and in a great degree ingratiated himself with Henry, whom he attended ^^^^ *"■ 
to the Field of the Cloth of Gold. At first he seemed anxious to co-operate 
with the Deputy, by whose permission he invaded Leix to chastise Connel 
O'More; who, on bearing of bis return, had committed ravages in the county 
of Kildare, but, having fallen into an ambush, be escaped with difficulty himself, 
and retired with \he loss of many of his followers. But this seeming concord 
did not long continue: the feud between the rival houses merely slumbered 
for a time, and even early in this year we find indications that Ormonde used 
his official power to weaken Kildare's party and strengthen his own position. 
Eildare's wife, Elizabeth Grey, daughter of the Earl of Dorset, in a letter dated 
May 25th, complains to Wolsey " of the Kynges Deputes sore and unfaworable siat* Faptr,, 
demenour" to Eildare, and gives it as the common report, of which she had pp. m, wi!' 
known her husband twice warned ere he rose out of his bed, " that yf the sayd 
Deputie moght have my sayd Lord at eny advauntage, that he wold utterly 
dystroy hym," and insinuates that the cause of Ormonde's enmity was solely 
because Eildare would not promise to join him against the beirs general of Earl 
Thomas, irrespective of the Eing's will in the matter. " And now of late," con- 
tinues the Countess, " sens Maij last past, the sayd Deputy hath brokyn dy wers 
castelles longeng to my sayd Lord, and to hys frendes, whych castelles was 
emong the kynges Iresh rebelles, and wer gret defens for the Eynges Englea 
subgyectea," all which she aay8,Eildare patiently endured, fearing the Eing's dia- 
pleaaure if he took the law into his own hands, *' and yf yt" were not, therfor, 
lytyll wold he suflre such wronges." So that he had no remedy " onles yt be 
by ^he Kyng and youre Grace," as Ormonde would not be ruled by the Irish 
Council'. Eildare himself, writing the day before to Hemy, makes similar 

■ Kildaie'B complusts seem to fakve led to *'TBiaAWARDBqTuterpartite,mdeDted,youen 

M>m« attempt on the put of Heor; to prerent kod mude the xxviii*^ due of Novembre in the 

the ooouirence of an open mptnre between the fiftenthejeareof the reigneofoure Sonuereigne 

Earis. In the Evidence Chamber, Eilkminy Lorde Henrj the viii'^ of England and flrannoe 

Caatle, there ia still preseired the draft of ado- Kyng, Defensoureof thefaithe, and Lord of Ire- 

cnment endorsed " An order or award betweene land, Wstnbuets that vheire the right hono- 

Piers Earle of O: Lo: Dep: & the Earle of Kil- rablelordea Sir Peter Butler, Erie of Ormound, 

dare," to the following effect: — now being the kings deputie in hia land of Ire- 
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insinuations, and, in addition, charges Ormonde with entering into confederacj 
with O'Carrol, and others of the Irishry, " by whoae assistance he intendeth to 



land foresud, and Sir Geralde ffitzgarnlde Erie 
of Kildajie, right accordingly to a certaiae ar- 
ticle, to th^me fhond, of the kings most gra- 
ciooM exhortaoion for theire Tsitie and concorde, 
to theime at the commaondement of his highnes 
declared by the most reverend fiaither in god 
George, Archboshapp of Armachan and prymait 
of all Ireland, hath ordeigned as arbitrers bie 
theime of oone consent chosynne, to ordre, iadge, 
stablisb, and awarde all and enerie oone sach 
gntdgf, stryves, demanndies, ordebaytes before 
this dale morid or b^onne, from the bygynnyng 
of the world vnto this dale, the moete reuerend 
foitfaers in god Hnghe Archebuishnpof Dublyn, 
thekingf channceller of the said land of Ireland, 
and the foresaid George Archbosshnp of Arma- 
chan and Prymait of all Ireland, Sir John Raw- 
sonne, knight, priour of Sainct Johns Jerusalem 
in Ireland, and Treasorer of the Kyngf saied 
lande, and Patrik Brymygam cheef Justice of 
the Eingf benche theire, as more clearly ap- 
pearith by the condicions of their seu/all obli- 
gacions, dated the vii" daie of Octobre, the xv" 
yeare of oure saide sonuereigne Lord ; by vertue 
wheirof, and in consideracion of theEingf moiste 
gracious pleass' in this behaloe, with the quietie 
and restfullnes of his snbgiettf in this his saide 
land, the whiche mache (as it appearith) stan- 
dith in the vnitie and concord of the noblis of 
-^e sayme, and inespeciall of the goode vnitie 
and Concorde of the saied two Erles of Ormonnd 
and Kildayre, after diuerse and many threatf of 
thoccBcions and varyaunce between the saied two 
Erles, and by the saied Arbitreres deligently 
herd and ponderid, bane orderid stablishid and 
awardid, as they haue thowghte expedient aa by 
this present award they do deolayre, That these 
two lordes, the saied Sir Peter Erie of Ormonnd, 
now the Eingf depntie of this bis lande, and the 



foresaid £rle of Kildayre, Sbrgetting all old 
grudges and varyanncf, bee of oone concord and 
vnitie, ready to SJue the Kingf bighenes in re- 
sisting and defending the malice of bis grace is 
dissobeysaont snbgiettf, aawell Englishe, aa 
Irisshe Rebellis, and that aa well for tfaore ow&e 
welth as outhir the kingf snbgiettf here. Ahd 
VTHSiB, by thoccacion of eeaerallpeaxand senerall 
warre, haith growen many and diuerse grudgf 
between the foresaid two lordes, not aloaely 
hnrtefull to theyme selSe, but also greatly to 
the vnquietie and noysonnnes of the kingf sab- 
giettf, whereforre the saied arbrtrers indgitb 
stablishitt and awardith that neither of theime 
in anywyse maike no seuJall bandes, Ben?all 
warre, ne senerall peaz with Englishe or Irissh- 
men,Vithout licence of the kingf grace, or con- 
sentof his deputy ande counsaill, and in thabeens 
of the deputy, the counsaill here, allonblt ex- 
cepted theire be any suche peaz or treux to a 
reasonable day taken, so that the kingf moiste 
noble grace or his depntie & coonsaill here bee of 
that with all deligenoe shoid, infonrmid, and ad- 
vertisid, and in the saide deputies absence the 
counsaill; after the whiche advertisement the 
said peax longar to bee kept or brokyn as shalbe 
the kingf saied grace is pleass', or as the said 
deputy and counsaill shall thinke expedient, and 
in thabsenceof the deputy, the counsaill. An) 
ALSO in determynynge of the like grudgf, stryvea, - 
debaitf , and varyancf between the foresaied two 
Erles by reasonne of tacking coyne andlyrerye of 
dnerse and many of the kingf eubiettf, not 
allonely to their greate discontentacion ande di»- 
pleaas', but to the vtter imponvrshing of the 
kingf saied subjiettf here, the said arbitrers 
iudgith, stablishith, and by this presentf awar- 
dith that there be no coyne and lyuerey neither 
by the saied Erie of Ormouude the kingf deputies 
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defend his title to thErldome of Ormond, be it right or wrong;" and mentions stettPaptn, 

_ , fisL IL, put iiL, 

the prevalence of a rumour that the King proposed shortly to remove him from p. loo. 
the head of afiairs in Ireland. 



nor jet hy the taied Erie of KUdkyre nor nootie 
of thuT gJoanntf or kyasmea which they mej 
rale, taiien appon any of the kiogf Sbgiettf 
within the iiij obey»nt shirest Meth, Vryell, 
Dablin, and Eildayre, owtherwiee thanne ia 
lymitid by certaine writingf indentid, made be- 
tween the right honorable lorde S' Thomas 
HowardeErle of Sarr^, Treasaoxer of England, 
late Lientenannte of this the Kingf lande and 
the saied S" Peter Butler Erie of Ormonnd now 
the Kingf depntie here. And yf any suche 
coyneandlyTerybee taiken byaitberoftheaaied 
lordes, theire eervannf or kynaemen onthirwis 
thinne by the saied writingf is ezpressid, thanne 
the saied lordes and sither of theime after k^ovr- 
lege bad or made to theime theirof [ne] see 
dew redrasse with satysfaction to the pairte 
theirby hnrtidda Thib nor with btomdino the 
saied arbitrers doith not intend to prohibyt no 
coyna and lyverey from the saied Erie of Ktl- 
dayi«, by the ffre wille of thenhabitanntf his 
tenaontf or outhers within the conotie of Kil- 
dayre youen, and by him vsidde, or the Erie his 
faither before seasoune, for the Bpeciall defence 
of theime and oithers the kingf Bubgiettf from 
the kingf Rebellea, and their enaemyes of the 
Irisshryo. Bnt that the saied Erie may without 
forfeatoare take of the aaide inhabitauntf sache 
coyne and lyverey as is beforre rehersaid for the 
considera6Sn of the saied defence, this awarde 
incowysa withstanding. Also it shall be leafoll 
to the aaied Erie of Kildayre, whoime the saied 
Arbitrers by the consent of the saied deputie 
iudge moiste mete and hable as a defenso' in the 
said deputies absens to defend the Eingf aaied 
foure obeysannt sbyres, in which defending the 
saied Arbitrers deem and iudge hym worthy to 



leceyre and take, in all suche joameys for the 
defence of the invasions (or any outher journey 
thought mete by the coausaille and necessarie 
to bee doon for the comou weltbe) sache coyne 
and lyverey as the deputie shulde have in that 
doinge; ande according to the purport and trew 
tenoureof the saied bill indentid, right discreatly 
made and evJmore to be obsiued aswell by the 
deputie for to come, as the deputie nowe prea- 
sent, for the great welth of this the kingf lande, 
between the foursaiede lorde, lord Thomas Erie 
of Surrey laite the Eingf Lieutenaant here, and 
the foresaied lorde deputie. The whiche bill 
indentid the saiede Arbitrers iudge and thinks 
verry expedyent, and for the welth of the Kingf 
Bubgiettesbere right necesarye, that the foresude 
two Erles of Ormound and Kyldajre and eyther 
of theyme indeavoure theyme eelfe to caus the 
sayme duely to be eobsJuid ande kepte, aswell 
toucbeing tootherlordesor gentlemen of this the 
Kingf land as of theire owne pairties. And bt> 
GADSSthessiedErle of Kildayre shulde bee moore 
prompt and attentyre in the defence of the 
sayme, the saied Arbitrers by agreament of the 
saied Deputie ande by this preasantf iudgitb, 
stabliabith, and awardith that for the goode and 
faithfull s?Tice to bee doon by the saied Erie of 
Kildayre to the kingf highenes and his deputie 
in this behalve all the season that the saied Erie 
of Ormounde ehalbe Deputie, to haue an hun- 
dreth ponndes to be paied of the reuenue of his 
deputacion yearely at two t«rmes in the yeare St 
by even porcions- ffobthibho' the saied Arbi* 
trers iudgith &c that the aaied Erie of Kildayre 
suffer the saied Depntie, the kingf Treasaurer, 
ande their officers peasably to levye, gaither, and 
receyve as well tharrenigf of suobe like subsidies 
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Allowiag that Eildare himself had policy enough to await the result 
of the charges made against his oppoaent, backed as they would be by the 
powerful influence of his wife's connexions ; it is certain that his followers 



& reuenaes witbin the conntie of Eildayre p«y- 
able before this daie, u alao bereaftinrard to bee 
gnwen or dewe, uid likewiB the sued Deputie to 
Buffer the sued Erie of Kildajre uid hii officen 
to receyre uid perceyre all snche urekrugf of 
■nche like iubsidiea within the con&ties of Kil- 
kenney and Tepperaiiy as well aa onther reno- 
naea to him due by reasoune of hia late depntacioa 
or in the right of the Erie his faither somtyme 
Deputiehere, yfitsobeiadgidofthekingfcheef 
jadgf of aither bench ande the cheefe baron of 
thexcfaequier here. And if the saied indgf and 
cheefe baroD cannot agre, thanne to etande at the 
determynacion ande indgement of oone of the 
£uigf instices of aither of the benches within 
Eogland, suche oone as the cheefe iudge here 
shall nayme and thinke moiate expedient in this 
behalve. Amd whbrb ther bee certune perti- 
cular claymes between the aaied two Erles aa 
for cheefe rentes, laiking of stresses and oathers, 
they boith in all snche thingf to stand in arbi- 
trement of the said cheefe iudge of the kynges 
bench her& Moireooer the aaied arbitrers 
ordereth &c. that aswell the aaied Erie of Kil- 
dayre, as the saied Erie of Ormonnde the kingf 
deputie, without collonre or ffrawde endeavo' 
theyme selff after the beste mainer they canne 
to ordre tfaeire bredren kynestnen and sJoaunts 
after auche mainer of ffourme aa may he beste 
to the pleasoare of Almlghtie god, the keap- 
ing of the kingf lawes, and the peasable 
restfollnea of the kiogf snbgettf, or onthirwis 
to bring theyme in vnto the kingf Deputie ande 
connsaille, and in the Deputies absens to the 
counsull here, wbeire they may at all seasouoes 
bee ordered aftir the kingf saied lewea goode 
eqnitie and instice. Axe mntTBiR the saied 



arbitrers hare ordeignid &c. that the saied Erie 
of Kildayre shall bryng, or cans to be bronghtin. 
Sir Geralde Makthaine and hia sonne before the 
kingf Deputie and oounsaill at Dublyn with d«- 
ligeoce, or in the Deputies absens befoire the 
couaaaill theire, and befoire theyme to be eza- 
myned of sache demearitie* and de&nltf aa they 
have doen and comittid against iha kingf hig- 
nenes and his aubiettf, and thurforre to nceyn 
pnnyshment acordyngly. Fbodidid alwaythat 
in no mainer of wyae the aaied D^utie do alye- 
nut orpardonne thefoiresaiedGeraJdeHakshaine 
or his Bonne from the ryghjull punnysfament of 
the saied Erie of Kildayre io suohe thingf aa 
conqpmeth the trespasse and offence doen to the 
said Erie, but that the saied 8' Geralde and his 
son ne bee readeliueJd after such examynadon had, 
yf the oonnaay It think it so expedient, to the saied 
ErleofEyldayre, to be iudgid within the oonntae 
of Eyldayre acording vnto the lawes of his li- 
berie grauntid by the kingf grace to hym in 
this behalve and nowe outherwiae. Ann ODI- 
MOiBS the aaied Erie of Kildayre with conve* 
nient dealigence shall expell and pnt out of 
hia pyle caltid Castle Conre, lyingin the ffrontiras 
of the landes of the deputie, Cono' obrenne, and 
from henaforthwardes shall not suffer the saied 
Cono' obrenne nor noone outhir the kingf yristhe 
rebellea or the saied Deputies ennymiea to inha* 
byte theyme eelff within the saied ffortres or 
any outhir his fortresses lying in the borders 
and ffrontiersofthe saied Deputies landes. Ahd 
inlikewisthe aaied Erie of Ormonnde now being 
the kingf Depntie shall expell and remoore all 
and eaery one the kingf yrisahe rebellea, or m 
nymies rato the sated Erie of Kildayre, out of all 
and eueiy one his fortresses adioyning and af- 
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could not brook the delay consequent on the course which prudence indir 
csted. 

A friend of Onnonde, who " was partaker of all the deputies counsell," 
and believed by the Geraldines " to keepe a kalendar of all their dooings'^, 



ftootfing Tppon the possMsiooB of the Mied Erie 
of KUdftjre, nor hereafter wsrde ahkll let anjr 
■ache his fortresaes to uiy of the kingf rebellee 
oryrinhe ennTmies of the foreoaied Erie of Eil- 
dtjre, but theTme to ezpell withall dealigence, 
and thftt without frawde and prolongacioti of 
time after due requeste to the saied Erie of Or- 
noundinthisbehalTemada And for fly nail coo- 
eloBioa of this awairde the said Arbitrers iudg- 
ithe &Ci that from hensfurth the saied two Erles 
bee of one rnitie and concorde likwis as is before- 
wide and not to mainetejrne no QuarreUes the 
one sgainste the oither bat aither of tbeyme to 
bee ready too defende and preferre oothere light- 
fail causes and quarrellea againste the kingf 
yrissbe rebeIlea,so that thej both by help of other 
msyraitheT the better attajoe to doe the kingf 
grace in this lande thankefnll sJwice lyke as the 
sued arbitrers doith truste it shalbe acceptable 
TOto almighty god, approyid vnto the kingf 
highenes, ande welthfull Tnto this his lande, 
ande to thdre great proa£t, lawde, and prayse. 
And thodqh the saied arbitres greatley deasie- 
rith this their awairde of Toitie, concurde, iudge- 
ment, establishment, and determynaclon of vari- 
suDcf ioTiolably envermoire to be obsJved and 
kept, yet they aswell at the instant petioion of 
the soied twu Erles, as for the descharging of 
their owne conscience, fforasmuch aa the saied 
two Erles protestid at the se&lliog of their ob- 
ligaoioQS they intendid not to bee bound to the 
saied great and grevous forfeature aboae the 
space of a twolmoneth after the dait of the 
lyuercy of this ssiede awarde, wherefore they 
declayre by this preeentf that of the saied two 
Erles, nor of none of theyme theyre bee no suofae 
2o 



forfeatf taiken by reason of theyr sude oblica- 
cions, so that this saied awarde be truely obsfred 
and kept by the space of an hoole yeare, ai it 
shall please the saied oure sonereigne Lord the 
kingf grace. Toukk at Dublyn the dale and 
yeare aboue written. Yrr also at the speciall 
peticion of the saied two Erles, and for bicaos 
in this said awarde aboue written theire be many 
diaerse and sundry articles, whereof some con- 
oemeth not allonely the Tnitie and goode con- 
corde of the foreeaid Lords, the Lorde Deputy 
Erie of Ormounde and the saied Erie of Kildayre, 
but also the comSnwelth of this land, and some 
either moore speinall the amycable peace between 
the saide Lordea as well as onther perticuler 
mactiers, wheirfore consequentlye it shuldefol- 
lowe some forfeatares to be taiken moire grea- 
VDUslye thanne some outhers, the saied arbitrers 
theirfore doith reaslne aswell the tazacion of the 
penaltie, whereof in some condicions to be tazid 
at ten pound, some at twentie poundf, and that 
•s often OS suche breche shall ffortune by the 
saied pairties orany oftheime, audso upward as 
the greavoasenes of the breche shall requier vnto 
the some of the saied obligaciona, with the inter- 
pretacion of all doubtfull thingf wiHn this 
awairde to theime aelffe, by theime to bee iudgid 
at all seasoones, and enterpretaite whensoeu? va- 
riance in that behalue shall ffortune." 

The " obligaciona" alluded to in the foregoing 
"Awarde" hare been printed in the 5(<i(« Papers 
(voLiL, partiiL, pp. 112, 113). Ormonde's bond 
was for 1000 marks ; Eildare'a waa for the same 
amount. 

' " As if he were Ormond's spy on Kildare't 
actions."— Ware's Aimali oflrdtrnd. 
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irtiamd, p. M. tace, who " slue him euen tben vpon his iourneie toward the deputie to keepe 
his Christmas' with him" at Kilkenny. " With this despiteful murther," con- 
tinues Staoiburet, "both sides brake out into open enimitie'', and especiallie the 
countesse of Ossorie [Ormonde], Kildare his sister, a rare woman, and able for 
wisedome to rule a realme, had not hir stomach ouemiled hir knowledge. 
Here began informations of new treasons, passing to and fro, with complaints 
and replies. But the marques Dorset had wrought so for bis sonne in law 
[Eildare bad married his daughter Elizabeth], that be was suffered to rest at 

A.D. 1GM. home, and onelie commissioners directed into Ireland, with authoritie to exa- 
mine the root of their griefes ; wherein if they found Kildare anie thing at all 
purged, their instructious were to depose the plaintiffe, and to swear in the 

Gtitt'f other lord deputie." That Ormonde, however, still bad friends at court, appears 

intndactiod, from bis appointment, dated May 13, to the office of Lord Treasurer of Ireland. 

!«>Jj'.iQWHe. The Commissioners arrived in Dublin about midsummer-day (June 24), 
and beard the allegations of Ormonde and Eildare in the prior's house of Christ 
Church ; and although articles of agreement" were signed by both the Earls on 
the 28tb of July, the terms of which show that no very heinous offence could 
be proved against Ormonde, yet in two or three days after he was superseded, 
and Kildare made Deputy in bis room, — a step which was clearly pre-arranged 
ere the Commission left England. To lay chum, however, to some show of 

Bunararaf* impartiality — " concerning the murtberer whom they might haue banged, they 

^^p 86. brought him prisoner into England, presented him to the cardinal Woolseie, 
who was said to hate Kildare his blood: and the cardinall intending to 

haue put him to execution caused him to be led about the streets of 

London haltered, and hauing a taper in bis hand: which asked so long time, 
that the deane of Lichfield [one of the Commissioners] stepped to the king, 
and begged his pardon. The cardinall was sore inflamed herewith, & the 
malice not hitherto so ranke, was throughlie ripened, & therefore bensefor- 
warde Ossorie [Ormonde] brought foorth diverse proofes of the deputie bis 

* The 'Anoali' Id Wore state thftt the murder Dowling'i Annait, p. 3<!. 
wu perpetrated in September. " Theie trticlet of agreement are printed in 

** "Propterquod Batletii stomadiabuitar,"— the State Paptrt, tdL ii., put iii., pp. 104-8. 
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disorder." A letter of Ormonde's, dated from Kilkenny on the 22nd of April, a.d. isae. 
confirms the latter part of this statement. It was written to the Lord James SMtPapm, 
Butler, still resident at the English Court, and is as follows: — pp. ub, ii». " 

** In my loving manet I recommende me unto you. And lately bath had relacion, that 
certain of the Counsaill) by the Deputies meanes, have written over thider, to have the 
Kinges letters addressed to roe, prohibiting me to take any Irishe mens part. Whereupon 
ye most ever have good, secret, and diligent esspyall, lest the Kinges letters be so optaynedi 
whiche then wold not oonly bee grete prejudice to me, and to you, in tyme commyng, but 
also great discorage to all myne adherentes, to continue any amytie to me, or you, bere- 
afier. Now ye may perceive the parcialitie of theym, that so certiiied, being ordred and 
conducted tbeiin, as the Depute wolde have theym. And during my being in thaucto- 
ritie, tbey never certified any of thErl of Kyldarea apparaunt mysorder, or transgression, 
in any maner. Shewe the Kinges Grace, and my Lord Cardynall, of the soden wilfull 
invasion doon by the Deputie upon OKerroU, long after the date of the Kinges letters now 
directed; whereof I have rather certified you by a frere of Mowskety. Wherupon ye 
must devise, in my name, to the King and my Lord Cardinall, as my trusty servaunt, 
Robert Couly shall penn and endiM. As for thindentures, they bee infrenged by the De- 
putie, and in maner no point observed; and as for my part, I will justifie, I have truly 
observed theym, to my gret losses, in suffring my adherents and servauntea distruccione. 
The Deputie, nowe afore Ester, did set suche coyn and liverey in the 3 obedycnt sheree, 
that mervaile it were to here two litell townes of myne, called Castell Warning, and Ogb- 
terarde, with [out] anyothertowne.dedbere'lSOgalloglas. For 4 myles the pore tenauntes 
be 80 empoverysshed, that they cannot paye my rentes, and the landes like to be clere 
wast. Now lately he bath sente out oftbeExchequier a writ to Waterforde, that all maires 
and bulliffes, that were there sens the furst yere of our Souverun Lord that now is, shold 
appere in 15 Pa [quindena Faschee] to geve accompt, before the Barons, for al maner the 
Knges duties, revenues, and poundage there; whiche is doon for a cautell, to put me to 
losses and my heires. For Waterford hath a sufficient discharge, but oonly for my halff 
of the prises, and the 10£ of annuite", with the 20 markes to the churcbe. And asfor the 
price, and 10£ of annuite, I must see theym discharged. Wherefore ye must labour to 
gette an especiall patent of the King, of all the prises in this land, according to my graunte, 
made to myne auncesters by his most noble progeoitours, and specially in Waterford, and 
(ha 10£ of annuide, without any accompt-making ; with' this clause, " absque aliquo com< 
poto," &a. If it bee not had, it will be moche prejudice to you, in tyme commyng; for 
this is doon to dryve you ever &om the principal wynes, and the said annuitie, and not to 

* i. e. The creatbn fee of the Earldom of Ormonde. 
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have yout prises, till ye have a discharge out of thExchequier, from tjme. In uty wise, 
alepe not on this matier, and if ye do, the wost tosses and trouble wiltbe yours, in tyme 
commyug. Immedeat upon the receipt berof, sende for Robert Couly, and cause hym to 
Kche remedies for the same; and if James White* bee not commyng, let hym endevour 
hym self to obteigne it. Furthermore, I desire you to make diligent haste hyther, with 
the Kingea licence; for surely, onlesl see your tyme better employed in attendavmce of my 
great busynes, then ye have doon hither, I wolbe well avised, or I doo sende yoa any more, 
to your costes. Written at Eilkenoy, the 22 daye of Aprill." 

siait flq»r>, Oq the 20Ui of the followlDg month the King writes to Kildare requiring 

p. 120! ' him, " without any atoppell or further delaye," to pay, within twenty days from 
that date, the half aubsidy awarded to Ormonde by the late Commission, and 
other portions of the public revenue due to him, amounting in all to about 
£800; and, shortly after, Ormonde set sail for England, " without making the 

Id., p. 123. Kinges Deputie or Counsaill pryve to the same" to urge his charges against 
Kildare. The Deputy, on hia part, was not idle. Some time in the following 
month his brother-in-law, Lord Leonard Grey, was instructed to lay before 

M, pp. 120-1. Henry articles " towching the mysedemeanour of thErle of Ormond, sethens 
the departure of the Kinge's Commyssioners out of Ireland." We give some 
extracts as a sample of the rest Kildare charges Ormonde with taking — 

" Coigne and liverey of all the kinges subgiettes within the counties of Kilkenny and 
Tipperary, not only for his horsemen, kerne, and galloglas, but also for his masons, car- 
penters, t^Uours, being in his owne werkes, and also for his sundry huntea, that is to seye, 
24 personnea with 60 grehowndes, and houndes for dere hunting, another nomber of men 
and dogges for to hunt the hare, and a third nomber to hunte the martyn, all at the charges 
of the Kinges subgiettes, mete, diinke, and money; the hole charges wherof surmoustith 

2000 markes by yere Item, whereas the said Deputie had warre with O'Ker- 

rull, which euer hath been oon of the Kinges grettest ennemyes in this land, ahd most 
hurte hath doon unto the Kiuges obeisauntsubgietesofthe same; the said Erie of Ormond, 
at a certain tyme, when the said Deputie invaded the same OKerruIl is countie, did aende 
4 of his gunners, with gunnes and powder, to defende the said OKerrulIis castell'*, against 

• Probably the futhful " Uckie" who aided EUdare, that the Castle of Lemyvenane, or The 

Ormonde in his enoounter with the bue But- Leap, was warded by four gunners, semnts to 

ler. — 8ee p. 196, mpra. the Earl of Ormonde, after Easter, in the y«ar 

" It appears by the deposition of "Fergen- 1525, O'CarroU was Ormonde's kinsman. — 

naynne, eldest son to O'Keroll," taken before Slate Papers, vol.ii., part iii., p. 121, note. 
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the Kinges said Deputie; and besides this, did make fast promyBse with the same OKerroU 

to have taken his parte against the Bud Deputie, contrary to hia alegeauace 

Item, where as the Iste Bishop of Leghlyn was heynously murdered by thAbbot of 
Duske's son, being the said Erie of Ormondes neigh kynnesman, for that intent the 
said Abbot might have enjoyed that Bisahopiik; at the whiche mordre ther was 3 of 
the same Erie's servaunteB, for the whiche he hath not as yet punyshed theym; and 
fanhermoie did succour the said Abbot, in his onntre, at such tyme as the s^d Deputie 
did persecute hym as the procurer of the same murder'. Item, the eervauntes of the 
said Erie of Ormond did bume, robbe, and spoile a towne of the said Depoties, 
called Lyvetiston, within the countie of Kildare, where tbey cruelly murdred and 
burned 17 men and women, diverse of theym being with child, and oon of theym, that 

fled out of the fire to the churcbe, was slayne on the high anter. Item, the said 

Erie of Ormond kepeth a warde of evill disposed personnes, in a pyle adjoyning to the see, 
called Arclow, which do not oonly robbe and spoyle the Kinges subgiettes, passing ther by, 

but also do lavishe women, maydens, and wydowes Item, all the churchis, for 

the more parte, within the said counties of Kilkenny and Typperary, are in suche extreme 
deoaye, by provision, that, in maner, there is no devine service kept there, and shallbe well 
proved, that fewe or none laboureth to the Appostill for any benefice, without the conscnte of 
the sud Erie, or my Lady, his wif, by whom he is only ruled", which are the veray maynte* 
nera of all suche provision ; in so mnohe as they lately mayntayne certayn provisers against 
the said Erie is son being Archebisshop of Cashell", contrary to the Kinges letters directed 
in the favors of the said Archebisshop: so as, and if the Kinges grace do not see for the 



■ Dowling says that Bishop Doran was sluo, 
A.D. 1522, in Leix, between KilneynaudCloagh- 
ruiah, by Maurice Ctvanagb, Eumamed "Oner, 
■dest,sharp,"who was Archdeacon of the diocese, 
because be wisbed to correct the perrerRity of 
the said Archdeacon and otben. When Kildare 
was made Deputy, he crueijied the Bisbop'i mur- 
derer "at the bead of Glan Reynald hy Leigh- 
len."— DoifUng'a Antialt, p. 34. The severity 
of the punisbment is accoUDted for by the pas- 
sage in the text, where Kildare seeks to impli- 
cate Ormonde in the guilt of his near kinsman. 

* We thna can trace to a Geraldine source Sta- 
niburst'a assertion, that Ormonde was "(sane 
onelie in feats of armes] a simple gentlemaii," and 
that be owed bis reputation to " the singular 
wisedome of bis counteste, a ladie of such a port, 



that all estates of the realme crouched vnto fair; 
HO politike, that nothing was thought substan- 
tiallie debated without fair aduice." — Stani- 
hurst, Chronic oflrdand, p. 85. Doubtless 
the Earl did not spurn the advice of his strong- 
minded consort ; but that he was as well skilled 
in diplomacy, and more than a match for his 
rival Kildare at the Council-board, as well as in 
the field, the pnblisbed State Papers of the pe- 
riod abundantly show. 

' TbiB may account for the delay which took 
place in the consecration of Edmond Butler, the 
Earl of Ormonde's ill^timate sod and bitterest 
enemy. Maurice Fitzgerald, his predecessor tn 
the See, died in 1S23; Edmond Butler was not 
cousecrated until theyesr 1527.— Harrises ITiw, 
vol i, p. 483. 
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hutj remedy of the Bame, there ia like U hee no moie Cristentie there, thea b the mjAdes 

of Turkey; for the epiritu^ ewerd ia there olierly diapised Item, he hath 

uaed to sende over see, unto oon Rohert Cowly, by whome diTerse antrothes hath been 
proved, to indite compkinteB, at hie oone pleasure or diacresaion, against the sud Erie 
of Kildare; having with him a signet of the sud Erie of Ormondes, to seale the same*. 
Item, io caas thErl of Ormoiid make any new matier of the letter, that thErl of Kildare 

sente to thErl of Desmond, the trouth thereof was this" that he was " fayne lo 

write unto the sEude Erie of Desmond, 4o have metten with hym at a certain place, where 

he thought to have desired his aide against the Eiages aaid rebelles which letter 

his sister, the Lady of Ormond, caused to bee taken from oon of his servauntes that bare 
the same, he being then lodged in her owne house." 

Although we must allow for the exaggeration of malice in theae statements, yet 
they probably present a true and melancholy picture of the miserable condition 
to which the contending factions had reduced the country. 

Kildare's complicity with his kinsman Desmond gave Ormonde a great 
advantage over his antagonist. Desmond had seized the conjuncture of Henry's 
war with France to enter into a treasonable correspondence with the enemy. 
i/Blildare, as Deputy, was ordered to march against and arrest him. "Vpon 
receipt thereof," writes KusseU, " the Earle of Killdare, with the greatest 
forces he could make, comes with speed to the Province of Munster, to hunte 
out y" Earle of Desmond ; and hauing done in y' service what lay in his power, 
hee went his way as wise as he came ; but whether willingly and wittingly bee 
omitted the opportimitie as being loath to bee the minister of his cosen Des- 
monds mine, or that it lay not in his power to doe him hurt o^ harme, he 
missed the mark at which he lumed ;" and, being summoned to England to 
answer this as well as other charges preferred agtunst him by Ormonde, was 
committed to the Tower. 

The consummate ability which insured to Ormonde his own triumph, and the 
disgrace of his opponent, and his thorough knowledge of Henry's arbitrary 
character, are well illustrated by his voluntary surrender, about this time, into 

* See Ormonde's letter to his son at the Eng- the late Duke of WellingtOQ. See a Paper on 
liah Court, p. 227, *upra. Cowly, the confideotial the Cowleys of Kilkenny, TransaOioHt of Eil- 
■ervont of Ormonde, was a direct ancestor of JxnnyAnhaoL Society, vol. ii., p. 102. 
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the King's hands, of the ancient Earldom of Ormonde, his claim to which he 
took so much trouble to prove on the death of Earl Thomas'. At this period 



* There is preserred in the Eridence Chamber, 
KilkeDn;^ Cutle, ft parchment document, under 
seal, endorsed, "Indentures of coveoSt betwixt 
theires genfall of therlc of Ormonde, and therle 
of Osiorie," and signed, in autograph, "Anne 
Seyntleger," "Eoobeford," " George SeyntlegJ," 
■ad '* U. B." for Margaret Boleyne. One seal, 
with its slip of parchment, is wanting, which, 
DO doubt, bore the signature ofSir Piers Butler. 
The substance of the indenture is as follows : — 
The heirs general, and the heirs male of Thomas, 
Eul of Ormonde, " hy the mediacion & direc&n 
of the moste renlendffader in god Thomas, lord 
tegat de latle, & Card^nall Arcfaebishop of York, 
&diansoeUer of Englond," agree to surrender to 
the King their lespective claims to the " honor, 
tytlo, stjle, & dignitie of the name of the Erie 
of Ormond, and the annuite of ten pouudf of 
the fee ferme of the citie of Waterford in Irlond 
graunted l7m7ted or assigned for maynteoaunoe 
of the same" to be " clerelj and intierly at the 
disposicion, pleasure, & will ofoure seid sou/aigne 
lord & of his heires." Further, the heirs general 
coTeoant not to disturb the claim of the heirs 
male to the manors of Cloncurrjr and Turvy, 
with their appurtenances, which were settled bj 
fine on the heirs males of James Earl of Ormonde 
and Aleanore hie wife, in the 4th year of Ed. III. ; 
whilst Sir Piers and his son renounce all claim 
to the wide possessions indicated bj the names 
thus recited: — "tbecMt«lIf honourf and msn;f 
of Carrykmakgryffyn, Eoskre, Kilkenny, Baly- 
gawron, Enoktogher, Rush, Balyskadan, Block- 
castle, Oghterin, Oghterrard, Caetell Wamyng, 
Ardoo, Tullaghoffelyn, & the Barons Inne in 
Dnblyn, and all other csstellf, honours, lordships 
londf, tenementf, adrowsons, knigbtf ffees, 
rentef, reu?sions, possemiona, & hereditamentf, 
what so en? thejr be^ whiohe were tlie sdd Thomas 



late Erie of Ormodf, or any of his aunoestora, or 
ony pson or {tsons to his or their vse in the seid 
londe of Irelond." At the same time the heirs ge- 
neral agree to "sett to fenne to the seid Sir Piers 
Bniler and Jamys his son the castell of KyU 
kenny,&theinaners of Balygawran, Enoktogher, 
& all other maners, lordships, londf, tenementf, 
and hereditamentf lying in the Counties of Kyl- 
kenny, l^jare, & Ormond on the west pt of the 
Ryrer of Barowe in the seid lond of Irlond," with 
all thdr rights and aportenances, excepting the 
" maners and lordships of Carrykmagryffjn, & 
the caetell and man? of Boekree," with their ap- 
pnrtenanoes, for a term of thirty years, at £40, 
English money, per annum, payable half yearly, 
" vppon the fibnt sett & being in the body of 
the Cathedrall cburche of Sent Paole in the citie 
of London," with a clause of surrender erery 
three years on the part of the tenants, and a co- 
venant that in case the heirs general sell or ex- 
change the said property, or &be olhtrviue di»- 
poaed ofbyihe King or hia heirs, that titen this 
lease, and all other leases or grants made by 
or to the parties, ghall cease and determine. 
Provided also, that if Sir Piers or his son recover 
any of the property of tlge heirs general, not men- 
tioned in the indenture, " lying or being in the 
seid lond of Irlond on the seid westpart of the seid 
Byver of Barrowe cute of or frome the handf & 
possession of the Irysshe men, oomenly callid the 
wild Irysshemen," or other property belonging 
to the said heirs general, and not then in th« 
possession of either the said heirs general, or 
of Sir Piers Butler, that then the said lands be 
enjoyed by Sir Piers during the said term of 
thirty years, without any additional rent; all the 
property of the late Earl to the east of the Bar- 
row being entirely reserved to the heirs general, 
free from all clum of the heirs male, with a oo- 
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the Bolejnes were eotering on their brilliant, but short-lived, career. Sir Thomas 
Boleyne, Viscount Bochford, — a title taken from the manor of that name* in 
Essex, which he inherited through his mother, second daughter of the late Earl 
of Ormonde, — bad set his heart on thelrish Earldom. Premising thus much, we 
shall allow Master lUchard Lawless to continue the narrative: — 

"About y*18"'7eareortlie Rugneof ;* s' King Heniy 8. the s' S' Thomu Ballen, Lo: 
Viscount Rocbford (being in high estimatioo & creditt with y* King) mode Boite vnto his 
Majesty in regard that bee was one of 7* heTree general] of j* s' Thomaa late Earle of 
Ormond & Wiltshire, & descended from one of his daughters, that bee might have j* title & 
name of Earle of Ormood with 7* Fee of oreatioa of 10" reeerued vpon j* Feefanne of ye 
Citty of Waterford incident toy*Mydname of honour. And albeit the King was very loath 
(o give cause of discontent vnto j* 8^ S' Fiera Butter then Earle of Ormond, being then a 
worthy servitor, & that hee knew y* s' Lo: Rocbford had noe right to that name (y* said 
Earldome being entayled" as before, & y* b* Lo : Rocbford descesding of y* younger daughter 
of y* s' late Earle), yett notwithstanding bis Maj** to give contentmente vnto y* s' Lo: 
Rocbford, intreated ye aud S' Fiers to relinquish bis Title to y* s' name of honor, & Fee 
of Creation ; & to surrender y* same vnto his hands, to bee diqKteed of at hia pleasure, 
w*" the s^ S' Fiers (id performance of hia pleasure & for auoyding his Highneaaes. indig- 
nation) was contented to doe. After which surrender y* a' king by his Lietteta Patents 
vnd' y* greate Seale of England, bearing date the 1 9° yeare of his Raigne, created y* s* 
S' Piers Bntlet Earle of Oasory", vnto him & y* beyres males of hia body." 

Tenant to set the manora of Arklow and Tollaw 
to SirPiera and bis son for Buch reasonable term 
of years and rent as may be agreed os between 
the parties. The iadentore also oontuna a re- 
serration of the rights of all the parties to pro. 
ceed by law, within the next thirty years, for the 
recorery of any right they might respeodvely 
have to the property mentioned tiierein, such 
proceeding to be had before the Lord Ghanoellor 
and Lord Chief Jnstice of England, and their Ao- 
cision to be final ; " provided alwey that ney ther 
of the seid pHies nor the heires of ony of theym 
at any tyme beraft? shall from hensforth make 
ony dayme, title, p'tens or demannde to the 
seid bono', name, style, title, & dignitie of the 
name of the Etle of Ormond nor to the seid an- 
nuite of z", nor to any part or p'cell therof, by 



ony right or title growen or had before the date 
of tbes p'sentf." TheindBntureisdatedlSthFe- 
broary, 19 Henry TIIL (1S28), and, besides the 
signatnTes of the contracting parties, is signed 
in autograph by Wolsey, as " T. Car*" Ebor." 

* The manor house and church tower of Boch- 
ford, both fine specimens of brickwork, are sud 
to have been built by Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, 
in the reign of Henry TIL 

^ Lawless had before stated that the Earldom 
was " instituted to y* heyres males of y* body of 
y* said James Butler first Earie of Ormonde:" 
bat this was a mistake — See p. 208, wpra. 

' The same Patent gives him and his heirs 
male, as Earls of Ossory, £20 creation money 
annually oat of the Sing's manor of New Castle 
of Lyons, in the coonty of Dublin. 
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The patent was dated on the 23rd of Februacy, 1527-8. In the Cottonian a.d. less. 
Collection, British Museum (Titus, B. 11, fol. 354, &c), is preserved the fol- 
lowing curious unpublished account of the ceremonies attendant on '* The 
Creation of the Lord Pyerce Butler to be created Earle of Osserey :"— . 

"The eaydLord, honorably accompanied, the Saturday the xxiit" day of ffebruary the 
xix"* years of our Soreraigne Lord King Henry tbe viii'", rode from London to tKe Castell 
ofWindsore, where his lodging was in the aayd castle prepared for him. Howbeyt because 
that his coming thither was somewhat late, and also for tbat he was a little diseased, he 
remayned for that night in his lodging in the Toone, and on the morrow being Sunday the 
xxiij*" day of the sayed moneth he went to his lodgings in the sayd Caatell which was 
right honorably prepared for him, called the Lord Chamberlsynes lodgings, neare the 
ohappell, where was made good fiers in both chambers, and his breakfast was ordeyned for 
him, & other y* did accompany him; and there remayned untill a little tyme before that 
the Kynge was goinge to his high Masse; and some what before the kings coming forth, 
the sayd Lord well accompanyed went into the Kings chamber, where he was honorably 
receaved of all the Lords there being present, w*^ other ; and ymmediately after his obey* 
sance done unto the Kinge, he went before his hignes, according to his rome [degree], to the 
Kings Closet, & there tarried until the saying of high Masse, and after the saying ware 
done, incontinent returned to hia chamber, & the Lord Marques of Exeter, and the Earle 
of Ozenford great cham'lane of England, thErle of Rutland went also unto the sayd chamber, 
where they all put in their Sohes of Estate : And the Lord Marques of Exeter and the Earl 
of Oxenford did leade him, and the Earl of Rutland bare the sworde, the pommell upward, 
S^ Thomas Wriothesley, garder principal King of Arms, bare the Pattent of his creation, 
and other ofScers of armes went before him; and also certaine gentlemen and the Kings 
Trumpetts tarried at y* Kings chamber dore, the residue of the gentlemen entered into 
the chamber of Estate, the King b&ng under his Clothe of Estate nobly accompanyed. 
And y* third oheysaunce made, the sayd Sir Thomas, Ga^er, presented the tres pattents of 
the sayd Liord unto therlc of Oxenforde, being Lord chamherlaine of England, w'*' pre- 
■eoted them unto the Kinge, and his Grace dehvered the sayd pattents to Doctor Sampson 
Deane of the Kings Chappell, and of his College ofWindsore, to reade, which in a audible 
Toyce red it, and at the words cracTUBAx OLAnn thErle of Rutland presented the sworde 
to the Kinge, and the Kinge gyrd the sayd sworde about him bandewise, the sayd Lorde 
kneelinge, & the other Lordes standinge, w*" acte don, the Kinge comanded the new 
create Earl to rise and to stand up. Which done the sayd Maister Dean redd out his 
Pattent, and redelivered it unto the Kinge, and the Kinge with good wordes gave it unto 
the sayd Earie of Ossory, which gave his Grace thankes for the great honour done unto 
him. That done the King departed to his Chamber, and the sayd Earle bearing his 
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pattent him eelfe, ledd bs before je eayd, therle of Rutland going on the right hand, and 
thfltle of Oxenforde, and all the other officers and gentlemen retoumed to his lodging in like 
mannet as they went thithei ; the Trump'etts, going before him, all blew till they came 
neere to his chamber, and there stood aparte and blew contynually tylt all the companie 
was entered the said Lodginge; and when the said Earle of Ossory was entered into his 
chamber S" Thomas Wnothesley, Gartier, tooke his pattent of him to have a coppie thereof; 
and after the said new create Earle dyd off his aworde and mantill hauing his surcoat and 
hoode upon him, the other Lordes did offalltheire Robes, and after went together to dinner. 
Tberle of Ossory kept the estate, and the other Lordes sate sccordinge to their estates and 
aunoientnes, where they were lyght honorably served and all at the Kings charges. And 
the sayd Earle right honorably agreed w**" S'' Thomas Wriothesley, GartierFnncipall Kinge 
of Armes, for his Apparell, and which is the fee accustomed of his office of Principall King 

of Armes, that ys to say [ lilattk in the manutcript. ]. And 

because the Kinge kept noe household there was noe larges proclajrmed, how be yt the 
Kinge and the sayd Earle of Osserey gaue unto the office armes [«tc] their rewaides, the 
Kinge gaue as he is accustomed, and the sayd Earle gaue us for his rewarde twenty nobles. 
The Trumpetts had for their rewarde zx", which were but v in number*. The dinner 
doun the sayd new Earle did off his surcoat, and did on other apparell, and my Lord Mar- 
ques of Exeter tooke him by the arme, and accompanyed him to the Kinge, where after 
certain communication he tooke his leave of the Kinge and Queene, my Lady Princes. 
My Lord the^Yiscounte Rocheford accompanyed him to his chamber, and diverse other 
noblemen, and after that the wayters had dyned he sent to the gentleman huysshier, Master 
Lye, and to other that gave him attendance, forty shillings for rewarde, and tooke his leave 
of them, and soe retoumed to his Lodginge in the Toune, and on themorrowe after rode to 
London, and there tooke his leave of my Lord Leggatt and Cardinall of Torke, and after 
retoumed to his Countrey*^. 

Thus was the Earldom of Ossory acquired by Sir Piers Butler: and as the 
more ancient honoiir of his house was derived from the wide possessions pur- 
chased by his ancestor &om De Braosa, known as Ormonde (tlrmhumhain), or 
West Monster, and afterwwrds raised into the Palatinate or Liberty of Tipperary 
by Edward II. ; so this new title was, doubtless, chosen as being the name of 
the Irish principality coaterminoiis with the ancient Liberty of Kilkenny, and 

' Oisory complains, Bnbsequently, of his as appears by the following note in 6ir James 

"charges in Eaglaud." — State Papen, toL iL, Ware's handwriting appended to the transcript: 

part iiL, p. 1 32, — " This is s troe coppie of Sir Thomas Wri- 

' We owe this cnrioue contemporary account otesleys books, who was Garter FrindpsU King 

oftheceremonytoGarterKingofAmishimself, at Ames." 
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the present diocese of Ossoiy, in which the chief seat of the family, Eilkeony 
Caetle, was situated. Two years afterwards, the coveted Earldom of Ormonde, 
in addition to that of Wiltshire, was conferred on Viscount Rochford, — soon, 
however, to revert to its previous possessor. 

"We find the Earl of Ossory at Ross, in the county of Wexford, shortly 
after his return to Ireland. During his absence in England there had been sba, Papm. 
much disturbance in the counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary, the Lord James p. m. 
Butler being absent, engaged in "great labours for thappreheneion of the unhappy 
Erll of Decimon" (Desmond), but without effect. In the meantime, O'Connor, id., pp. la;- 
whose " black mail" had been withheld by Kildare's Vice-Deputy, Lord Delvin, 
having arranged with the Chief Governor a " parliament" or conference " nighe 
O'Chonour's contrey, by a castle of Sir William Darces called Rathyn," seized 
on him *' by trayn precogitate," on May the 12th, 1528. In this extremity, the 
Irish Council inform Wolsey that they chose " Sir Thomas Fizgarrat [brother 
to the Earl of Eildare] capitayn for our defence in this quarters', bicaus that 
the Garrantynes be next for the defense of this parties, and thErlle of Oseerie 
is so ferr irom us, that the contrey mought be sore dammfuged before his com- 
myng hither." *' Almightie God," despondingly write the Council to the Duke 
of Norfolk'', " grante that our Sovereigne Lorde may provide breve remedye ; 
or elles this poor Englisrie is lyke to have suche ruyne, that will nat be repaired 
in any mans dales lyving: for the Hirishemen (being never so strong as nowe) 
have spied their tpne, and our debihtie never more than then at this houre. 
The Holy Trinitie defend us, for here is none othir hope of socoure." On ja;,ppjiao,i8i. 
the 20th, Lord James Butler writes to Archbishop Inge, Lord Chancellor, that, 
by O'Connor's safe conduct, he had seen the Vice-Deputy at O'Connor's own 
house, where he was so closely kept, that with difficulty he was allowed speech 
with him, and that only in Irish, and before O'Connor and his two brothers. 
In reply to some propositions of Butler, O'Connor's reply was, that " yf he 
ra^ht have his wadgis, with my Lord Deputie's ransome," and an engagement 
never to be called to account for his capture, " that then he wold be at peas ; , 
otherwysse he wold nott" Having failed in his object^ Lord James was seen 

• The Earl of Oaaaij is genenUy, but erro- ^ Who, whilst Esrl of Sarref, hsd, daring 
neoiuljr, Btftted by most vritera to have been his Lientenuu^, gained the reapect and confi- 
elected VicO'Depnty on this ooowon. denoe of the *' Englishry" of the Pale. 
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aafe into his own country by O'Connor's brother and Tonist, Cahir, whom he 
brought by much entreaty to his father, " when my said Lord and I have broght 
hym to that poynt, that I trust the Eingea Grace will be servyd by him, yf his 

stau Faptn, brotherc will nott be conformable to rayson." As soon aa the Earl of Ossory 

p. issl ' heard of the Vice-Deputy's capture, he took measures to detach O'Carrol, 
O'More, Mac Gillapatrick, and O'Meagher, from O'Connor, and through their 
means arranged to have a conference with the latter on the 28th of May, when, 
if he should not be content "to be at any reasonable ordre," they engaged to take 
part against him; and this notwithstanding " right larg offers" made them " by 
thErll of Eyldare's trus^ and secreat counsaill and servauntes, to tak the contrary 
part," and side with Kildare'a son-in-law, O'Connor. Norfolk, writing to Wolsey 

Id., p. 1S5. on July the 3rd, says he sees no remedy but to continue Sir Thomas Fitzgerald 
as Vice-Deputy, and enable him to raise forces for the defence of the Pale; he 
also suggests that funds should be supplied to Ossory for the purpose of buying 
off the Irish, but is decidedly against the proposition that either the latter or 
his son should be made Deputy. Henry himself had suggested to "Wolsey 

Id., p. 1S7. that either Ossory or his son "■ sbulde be assigned and appoyptid to defend the 
said lande," and Wols^ gives his voice in favour of Lord James Butler, " the 
age, unweldynes, and other passions" of the Earl of Ossory rendering him 
unfit for the active service which would be required of him, while Lord James 
Butler, " valiauDte and actiff," *' shulde bee more mete for that purpoos, thenne 
his father (notwithstanding his yong yeres)," provided he were placed under 

li., p. IB). the guidance of the Irish CounciL But if Eildare were to be discharged of 
his office of Deputy, " thenne surely the said Cardiuall thinkethe that the Erie 
of Ossery, for his age, nobilitie, aod personage, is more mete to bee Deputie 
thenne his sonne James." 

The King having considered it advisable still to retain the Earl of Baldare 
as Deputy, Lord James Butler was directed to protect the lieges against the 

Id., p. 148. Irishry, who on the 14th of October writes to "Wolsey, saying that, having 
received the King's orders, and laying aside all his other affairs, he had marched 
into the Pale to undertake its defence agunst O'Connor and his adherents, the 
followers of Eildare, and asks the King's favour and assistance in this " so hygh 
charge," and to countervail " the hygh malyce borne me, bothe for your sake, 
and myn nawn." 
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Id the moDth of August, 1529, Eildare was at length aupeneded, and Sir a.d. ig39. 
William Skeffington eent over as Depu^ to the Duke of Richmond and Somer- mi u., put lu., 
set He received instructions to effect, if possible, a reconciliation between Sw. F<a.,i7 
Desmond, Kildare, and Ossoiy. The year before (29th February, 1528), the ^j^I^um. 
King — ^in the same patent which granted to Ossory and his heirs male, in ^^ 
capiie, for ever, " allmanner of lands, castles, tenements, meadows, pastures, 
woods, and domains," &c., which he or his heirs male could " conquer, acquire, 
or recover in the whole lordship or county of Ossorie, and in every parcel 
thereof^" then being in the possession of Irishmen, and to which the King, or 
any of his faithful subjects, had no claim — bestowed on him also the offices of 
Seneschal, Constable, and Governor of the Castle of Bungarvan, on condition 
that he should drive out the Earl of Desmond, who held the same by intrusion. 
The King's recommendation to Skeffington was not, therefore, likely to have 
much force with Desmond; and how little bis exertions availed with Kildare 
appears by a letter written from Kilkenny on January 2, 1532, in which Ossoiy a. d, isa% 
complains to Crumwell that Kildare still bore him " rancour and malice, yma- ^t'iif^'^m., 
gyning, by all his studye and power, to subplante and utterly confounde" him. ^" ^'^' 
He insinuates that Kildare had induced Boleyne, now Earl of Wiltshire and 
Ormonde, to g^ve him a lease of Arklow, Tullow, and odier Butler castles 
" the veray keyes of cuntrey," whereby Kildare " might with strenght of his ' 
Irishe alyes," destroy him, " and wynne all the cxmtry from the King to bim silf ' 
— ^haughtily adding : — " For myn awne parte, I feare nothing thErle of Kildare, 
for all his pompe, and rumoure of his power; assuring you, that the Kinges 
Grace beeing gracious and indyfferent unto me, yf thErle of Kildare wol 
execute his malice against me, I wol bee alwayes reddy to answer a certain 
nombre to like nombre, or powere to power, in the felde, or els bj featis of 
warre, after the custume of this cuntrey, at his awne chewsing"'. 

Ossory enclosed in this letter a paper to be shown by Crumwell to the 
King, in which he says that he had attended Skeffington nn a hosting against 

* Wolsejr being bow no mon, Omorj had Mnm (Cotton. MS8., Titos, B. 1 1 , foL 408) ft 

pitched on Cromwdl to snpply hie place. It letter ofOsaory'stohisBerruit, Walter Cowley, 

appears by this letter that their friendship was then in England, written in 1535, in which he 

sot of long standing, ftnd Crumwell ii promised says; — "I doe send at thia tyme three goss- 

a " hobby" by the next vessel sailing for Eog- bawkes, an oldeand twoo ynnge hawkes, whereof 

land. There is preserved in the British Ua- I will that Master Secretary [Cromwell] doe 
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O'NeiU, " DotwithstandiDg the longe dietansyng of 140 mylea from my habita- 
cioa to the said O'Kele's cuntrej; and to serve the King, brought with me a 
better company then thErll of Eildare brought, with all his Irishe Alyes and 
adherentes; and was at myn awne cost and charge, all the tyme of the vyage." 
This paper is full of charges against Eildare, of which the two following must 
serve as specimens: — 

"Item, vhere the Baron of Bnot Churche*, Knight for the shire of Eilkenny, beeing 

-• going tovardes the Einges Parlement to Dublyn, was takyn by thErl of Eildares eer- 

TBunt and norishe, callyd M'Enecrosse, within the countie of Kildare, at the gates of (he 

said Erles aune manour of Castleldennot And the Baron was conveyed 

further into the herte of the countie of Kildare, to a castell callyd Beerdys Oaatell, and 
yrons brought out of the said Erles awne manoui of Kylkaa to make faate the Baron ; 
where he was kepte a longe season, notwithstanding sundry re<jue8ti8 and injuncciona of the 
Deputie to the said Erie and malefaclour, unto suche tyme as I prosecutid the cause uppon 
the malefactour and his compUcis, to theire peynes and damagis iirecuperable ; having 
with me enche a company, as, if thErll of Kildare wolde have interruptid me with hla 
power, which aa I was enfourmyd, his purpose was to doo, yiC he ehuld have founds me 

reddy to abyde him, without reculyng." "And fynally the Baron lost his horse, 

his mony, and apparail without restitucyon Item, semblably, the burgessis of 

the towne of Kilkenny, retoumyng homewardea from the Parlement", were takin by thErle 
of Kildaris trusty servaunt, called Moriart M'Wony, Baron, at the gates of the said Erles 
towne of Athye, in the countia of Kildare; and the malefactour wisshed that he had the 
King in the ende of a hand lokk, and the Deputie in the other ende, as fast and suere as 
he had the said burgessis; like as OOonour sud before. And imediataly t^e malefactour 
roode to the' Erie of Kildare, uppon oon of the said burgessb horsis, and had leyeerly 
comynycacion with the said Erie. Whereof ensued, that the burgessis were straictly kept 
in dures within the countie of Kildare, unto suche tyme as they were fayne to make fyne 
and runaome, whiche they have payed in reddy moay, beaydes the retaynyng of theire 
horses, jewelles, mony, and apparaill." 



choose two bawke, and that my lord chaunceller 
[Audley], may have the third hawke, and that 
as few know theiof as you may, and specially 
that my Lord of Wilsbere know not thereof." 

* A branch of the Fitzgeralda, descended irom 
the Black Knight, were styled Barons of Brant 
Church, now Burnchurch, four miles west of 



Kilkenny, where their castle yet stands. 

" This Parliament is not noticed by Irish his* 
torians. Oasory, writing to the Earl of Wilt- 
shire, says that he attended it in Dublin, where 
he continued seven weeks, spending much more 
than his ordinary revenue would maintain.— 
State Pc^)«rs, voL it, part iii, p. 154, note. 
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" Men thinke here," the paper coDcludes, *' that all the perchement and 
wex in England wol not bring thErl of Kildare thidder agayne." 

About Easter, 1532, Kildare, notwithstanding Ossory's predictions, went to 
England, and, having cleared himself with the King, returned as Deputy in 
Skeffington's place. On the 5th of the following July, Ossory saw his eldest 
son, Lord James Butler, made Lord High Treasurer of Ireland, " perhaps so 
deagned," says Ware, " to balance the Geraldine Faction." Toward the end 
of the year Ossory lost his third son, Thomas Butler, in a petty fray with the 
Tanist of Macgillapatrick. The Four Masters tell us that he '* was slain in 
Ossory by Dermot Mac Gillapatrick, who was heir to the lordship of Ossory ." 
It appears, however, by a document extant in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny 
Castle, the substance of which will be found in the subjoined note', that the 
Tanist was only an accesBory to the deed, which Lord James Butler lays to the 
charge of Kildare's followers as the chief actors. Bryan Macgillapatrick, who 
had married Margaret, Ossory's eldest daughter, was, as the sequel proved, 
anxious to convert his Celtic chieflainship into an hereditary English barony. 
His brother, and Tanist or successor according to the Irish law of the " best 



A. D. 1582, 
Vftn'a Annalt 
tiflnhnd,tia\i 



Stalt Pnprri, 
Tol. ii., put iii 
p. 171. 



■ " To All, &a. Please it yo" to be adu7tiaed 
that the zxiiij" d&j of September, tbe xxt" 
yere of the Beigne of King Henrj the viii"'. 
The right hono'able Piers, Erie of Oeaorye, 
brought before ts, Nicholu Wise, muo* of tbe 
citie of Waterford, and the prerey couQuUe of 
the same, Nicholas hiahope of Waterford and 
Lysmore, and Milts, bisfaope of Ossorye, certaia 
Witnesses and proves, whose depositioDs he de- 
sirid Ts to examyn and here, vpon tbe assanlte 
madeTponthe Lorde James Butler & his brethem, 
and the mardriug of his son, Thomas batler: at 
whose reqneat ne pcedid to the saide examina- 
tion. And firste the saide Lorde James Butler, 
solempnly iworne vpon tbe holy Evangelies, de- 
posid that a certain Irishman, callid Dermot 
mac gillipatrik, comyttideertaitiinjuries,spoiles, 
and bnmyngf to the saide Erie and Lorde James, 
whemppon the saide Lord James w'hisbrethem 
at [andj a certaine company, such as he thogbt 



competent for that purpose, having noo man? of 
mystrust of the Erie of Kildare, vent to prose- 
cute the saide hortf, to a towne of tbe said 
Dermotf callid Ballykeely in Ossorye. And 
being there of power to haue destrued tbe said 
Dermotf cornes and woddes, tbedthre came mac 
gillipatrik, chief capitaine of that countrey, & 
brothre to the saide Dermot, by pcarement of 
Dermot, as he tbinkith, desiring the Lorde James 
to forberre the destruction of the saide conies 
and woddes, and be wolde bring bis brothre, tbe 
saide Dermot, to agree w"" tbe saide Lorde James, 
wheruppon the same Lorde James wolde suffre 
noo hurte to be done, but sent the saide m'gil- 
lipatrik and othres to mete tbe saide Dermot at 
a certain place, where the saide mac gillipatrik, 
abiding the comyng of Dermot, did see comyog 
in greathatt the Erie of Kildare is boste, wbiche 
spprocbedbim so nere that he wsa fayne to avoide 
tbei coinyDg, and sent a horsman to the Lorda 



.Google 



240 INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. [bbct. n. 

and worthiest," wao in the way ; hence his extradition to the Red Earl, " by 
whom," say the Four Masters, " he waa fettered in revenge of his son, and of 
every other misdeed which Dermot had committed against him up to that 
time." That Dermot was kept " in paynfiill durea," we learn by a letter written 
' to Cnimwell on December 21, 1532, by Cowley, who opines that the enraged 
father would " pley a good shirriffes part in putting in execucion the Kinges 
pleasure," for the " pitiouse murdering" of his bod, " whoo, for his tyme and age, 
£ouring in vertue, noblenes, and chivalrie, fer passid any other within that 
lande." 



Junes ftdmonyshing bim, how the £ile of Kil- 
dare and hie hooste were sodajnlje comysg vpoa 
them to destroye the eaide Lord Junea, tuid hia 
brethern, where they were at noo defence, having 
noo mjetmat nor doubt of therle of Kildare, or 
BDj of hia hooete, adTising them to departe; 
wheninto the Baide Lorde James wolde gere 
noo credence haring boo feime confidence and 
triiat in the Erie of Eildare; and incontjnently 
the saide m'gillipatrik himself came hastl; Tjd~ 
ing, crying vpon the Lorde Jamea to departe, 
saying that the Erie of Eyldare, and hia hooste, 
were coniTng vppon him w' all violence affermyng 
that he had seen and knowen dinerse of the 
Erie of Eildare's coanaailoarea and chief c«p- 
taignes in the forwarde, foStjng most haatlf 
ryding, and were at the hande; and then the 
Lorde James gaddred his company, and declarid 
to them, thatthe Erie of Eildare in thatcomjng 
had broken hia faithe and othe, for he promyaed 
^thfnlly in p'aence of the Eing and his coun- 
sule in England, and alao apartely privatly did 
swere to the atude Lorde James that he wolde 
mayntene noo Iriahman against him, albe it be 
wolde geve forbering to the King's depatie, and 
soo the sude Lorde Jamea and his company re- 
cuylid to ther owne countre, and the Erie of 
Kildare's boost folowed them, and made suche 
hfuU, that Um overtohe Thomat Butler, beutff m 
thi rerpmt of his eopa^, and/Ml vpon km hmg 



aiUme, and thraee him downefivm hie Aotm, md 
ffiMt crueUy murdred him. Whemppon the Lorde 
James, hering that his brother was bebynde, re- 
tomed, tbincking to rescowe him, and in isauing 
onte of a little pase of wodde the Erie of Eil- 
dare's hoTsmen encoontred him, threw at him, 
and atrake bim w' great apearea, and had nere 
Tnhorsed hym, and then be brake vppon them, 
fynding his brotbre m-dred, and cbasid tlie 
m'derers, and slew parte of them, till thd were 
drywen to ther stalea, wberwaatbe Erie of Kil- 
dare's brothre, James, Tgerald, Shan is son, w' 
the Erie of Eildare's Galloglaghes and kern, and 
many boramen, who rescued the m'dereis, Wer- 
uppon the Lord James and his companye gave 
over ther chase and retomyd. And then the 
Erie of Eildare's boost bomyd a towne of the 
Erie of OsBorye'a callid Kilferikin, and retomed 
atreght into the conntie of Kildare, and went to 
the Erie of Eildare's p'sence, and enJaithnes 
baue bene conversannt w* him inaemnche favo' 
as before without any punyahment or worde 

said to them for that ofience. 

Which saide Lorde James hath deposid by hia 
saide othe all the p'misaes to be true, and if nede 
requyre woll be redy to prove the same by bat- 
taile of his bodye. Item, m'gillipatrik, cbiefe 
capitain of hia nation, the secunde witness . . . 
. . . agreeth w' the saide Lorde James in all 
pimysses, affermyng that he was present, seyng 
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Kildare made use of bU official power to wreak his venfreance on the a.d. itsa. 

* " Cunpkin'i HU- 

Butlew. He sent hie brother to invade their country, and was present himself ioritofiret«.d, 

at the plundering of Kilkenny, and the slaughter of its inhabitants. These and odition! 

other enormities having been laid to his charge, he was summoned to England 

by the King, and sailed in the February of 1534, leaving, tinfortunately for a.d. ifi34. 

himself and party, his hotheaded son, Lord Thomas Fitzgerald, his Deputy in ytd. ii, pin iu , 

Ireland. Ossory also repaired to England to press his chains against Kildare, 

and watch bis own interests, and we find him in attendance at court about 

Whitsuntide. On the last day of May he entered into indentures with the /i, pp- iss. 

King, binding himself and his son. Lord James, to support Skeffington, who 

was again appointed Lord Deputy in the room of Kildare, by every means in 

their power, " both in jopardie of their bodies to dethe, spending of the rentes 

of their It^des, and aU their goodes," not to " make," or maintain the making, 

of " eny Irishe lorde or capitaigne, as of Macmorgho, Omore, Ochonour, OKar- 

raile, and suche other like," without the Deputy's assent ; engaging a^o to resist 

" the Bisshop of Roomes usurped jurisdictioD, mayntaigning also, and assistyng 

the Kinges Deputie, and all his officers, for repressing therof, according to the 

statutes therupoD provided," tmd " to practise with all others, and enduce them, 

asmoch as they possible may, to doo likewise"''. The King, " in respecte of 

«Il tli6 circamsUncf of the plmysses, adding tion, " that he wts next vnto the Lorde Junes 

more, that att suche tyme m the saide m'derers at jsaujng oata of the wodde, where the aside 

came to the p'seace of the £rle of Eildare, am Lorde James was encountred w' speares throne, 

men thonght he wolde haue pnnysshed them, he and stryken, where the same Piers had diuls 

rathre reioiced at the said murdre, rebuking the speares throwe at himselfe in likewise.'*] " In 

•udem'derers because thei had not done more witnesswherof,BaweletheBaidemaio', asthesaide 

vengeance, c«lling them faynt cowardf that did Bishopes to these p'sent testymoniallf haue sett 

not complete a notable greate feate, worthy of ther sealea the ia,y and yeare above saide:" The 

thanks, and to be putt in memorye." [Lord document, eridently drawn up to be given as 

James then names the followers of the Earl of eridence against Kildare, had originallj three 

Kildare, whom he saw present; and Richard seals appended to it, but of these onlj that of 

Butler, " son to the eaide Erie of Ossory," Shane the Bishop of Waterford, much mutilated, re- 

MftoRicard, horsemkn, servant to O'More, the mains. 

Baron of Brownesforde, the Baron Grace, James ■ Ware relates the foraying of the Butler's 

fltz Piers, Fitz James ooge Bntler, and Thomas conntr^, but does not mention the assault on 

fibs Piers Butler, deposed that they were present, Kilkenny — AnnaU, sub anno, 

and confirmed Lord James Butler's testimony, * Cox, who post-dates this agreement by a 

as did also Piers Glynton, who deposed, in addi* year, says it is the first instance of an engage- 

2i2 
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contynuall truthe, whicbe alwaiea hath contjmued in hym, and his bludde, to 
the Crowne of England," being " contented that the said Erie, and his sonne, 
ehall have the leading and govemaunce under his Grace, and hie heires, his 
Lieutenaunte, and Deputie, of his subjectea and inhabitauntes of the counties of 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, and Waterford, and the countie of Ossorie and Onnond." 

siatt Fttptn. Whilst OsBory was in England, Robert Cowley' wrote to Crumwell, with the 

pp. 197, 198. news of the Geraldine revolt, adding that Lord Thomas Fitzgerald, with his 
" bretheme, kynesmen, and adherents, doo make theire avaunte and booste, that 
they bee of the Pope's secte and bande." Thus in religion — as in all other 

ii, p. 105. matters — the rival houses took opposite sides. Ossory seems to have returned 
to Ireland before the end of the year, and he and his son did good service 

Id., p. IS4. against the rebels ; indeed, Allen tells Crumwell that affairs would have been 
desperate " if the Erie of Ossorie, and the castel of Dublin had given over." 

chraii^ of Stanihurst's account of the efforts made by Lord Thomas to inveigle his cousin, 
Lord James Butler, into rebellion is told with his usual quaintnesSi but is so 
well known that it need not be repeated here ; neither can we do more than 

jd., pp. 93, 9S. allude to the surprise and defeat of Ossory's party at Jerpoint, where Lord 
James Butler was woimded, and with difficulty escaped to Dunmore, near Kil- 
kenny. Stanihurst's statement receives confirmation from a paper sent to Walter 
Cowley by Ossory, to be laid before the King. The only discrepancy being, 

siBii FtgKh, that Lord Thomas makes proposals to Ossory himself, instead of to his son, 

voL ii., put fiL, r X- / > i 

pp. i*9-8a. promising to " devyde all Irlande with him, and accept him as bis father, offering 
to make particion of his awne enheritaunce with him." The following is Ossory's 
account of the skirmish at Jerpoint : — 

" ThErle of Ossory came to Thomaaton, to devise howe to assaulte the traictors in the 
night, and thought howe to devise, howe to ley ordynaunce to shot at thejm; and so in 

ment to reuBt the Bishop of Borne vhich he has which he was instrninental in bringing on him, 

met with, — BUm. AngHcana, parti, p. 241. obserred: — "He is like a pluettaker [plover- 

■ Robert Cowlej is stated hj Stanibnrst to taker] in settinge his snares, & waytinge for hia 

have been one of the four principal enemieB of desired purpos, his eyes beinge agajnst the 

Kildare, and to have been "well esteemed of wind, & the waiter droppinge out; so manj 

the ladie Margaret countesse of Ossorie, as one pine's [plovers] aa he tskithe, he nepythe ther 

by whose aduise she was in hir affaires directed." braynes oat w> his thonmbe not w* standing his 

— OhronieUi of Irdatidt p. 89. Kildare, once watrye teres of ootemplacion: even lyke dothe 

seeing Cowley pretend to yreeg at the misfortones M' Goule w' m«." — £ooi ofSouHh. 
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thflt devyses were trapped by the traicton, in which incontre the sud Erles soo, James, 
woundid O'Morea boq, and unhonid others, and was sore woundid* him self, soo that with 
great happ he ever escaped the dethe." 

To follow Ossory in hie important Bcrvices against " Silken" Thoma$ would 
exceed the limits we have set to ourselves ; the details will be found in the pub- 
lished State Papers, Carte's " Ormonde," and other authorities. We pass on 
to the conclusion of the Geraldine revolt. " Silken" Thomas had surrendered *»(• kv^i, 
himself to his cousins, Lord Leonard Grey and Lord James Butler, " to be p. S76.' 
ordered concernyng his lyf, and otherwise," as should please the King ; and his 
ancient enemy, Lord James, at the head of the Irish Privy Council, prays that 
Henry " wold be mercyfull to the said Thomas, especially concernyng his lyf." 
The prayer was not granted ; and we have reason to believe that both Grey 
and Butler found themselves aggrieved by the non-fulfilment of the promises sunUiBni'i 
made by them to their unfortunate relative, on the part of the Irish Govern- i«d; p. es. 
ment. Norfolk, with that good faith which made him beloved by all parties 
when in Ireland, was opposed to the execution of Lord Thomas, chiefly, he smi jv*, 
writes to Crumwell, because, if it took place, " my Lord Leonard, and my Lord ^277. ' 
Battler, shuld for ever lose their credight in Irlond, wiche wer pite." 

Ossory had now reached the culminating point of his prosperous and active a. d. lus. 
career. He was acknowledged by the Council of Ireland as the saviour of the ' ^ *"' 
kingdom ; his opponents were prostrate in the dust ; he saw his son and heir, in 
addition to his other honours, created Viscount Thurles and Admiral of Ireland ; cox mtn. a*. 
and, to crown all, Heniy having by Act of Parliament resumed the Irish estates ^""^^ '*" *■' 
of the heirs general of Earl Thomas into his own hands, and the Boleyne f^-^wnv*. 
Earldom ofOrmonde having become extinct by the death of the unhappy fether '"L it., p. ao. 
of his murdered Queen, the ancient Butler estates in the coimties of Kilkenny, a.d. isst, 
Tipperary, Carlow, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Wexford, Waterford, and Wicklow, 
were granted to Ossory and his heirs male for ever'. At the Parliament held in 

■ He WH woonded by Kedagbe Boe, "the the fonner title before it was formally restored 

ddietandbeefofO'More'BEooB. — StoiePaptn, to him. — Lynch'i ^ew^oZjBanmiv, p. 87. There 

ToL iii., part iii, pp. 24, 25, 33. ia pieeerred in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny 

^ This grant waa made to "Pierce Batler, Castle, an Act of the Depnty and Council of 

Bail ^Ormonde and Oitory"— thni reo(^iaing Ireland, embodying a Statate, to be pawed at the 
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Dublin the same year, Osaory took care that his own hereditary rights should be 
cleared from all doubt. On hie petition, an Act was passed repealing the Statute 
of the 7th Edward IV., which made legitimate his two brothers begotten before 
espousals, the same being, as the subsequent Act states, in derogation of the 
lawful heirs of James Butler and Sawe his wife, begotten after espousals. On 
the 22nd of the following February the ancient and much-coveted Earldom of 
Ormonde was restored to him ; and he thus found himself at the head of Ireland's 
nobility, high in the favour of his King, every plan accomplished, and every 
wish fulfilled. 

The Earl had now more than completed his seventh decade', and the infir- 
mities of age, aggravated by the hardships he bad undei^one during the late 
Geraldine revolt, began to press heavily even on that iron constitution which 
had stood him in such good stead during a long life of labour and energetic 
action in the field. In August, 1538, he is described as being "now but a con- 
sumed man," and near death. The prediction was but too well founded. He did 
not long survive the restoration of the earldom, having died, as his monimient 
testifies, on the 26th of August, 1539. " The said Earle," says Lawless, " was 
a most honorable, plalne, & kynd Grentlemsn ; louing, familiar, & libera!] to his 
freinds & followers, & a scourge and enemy to aU bad people." " In all y' course 
of his lyfe he was very religious & godly, and (as I haue heard by atmcient 
men that lined in his tyme) hee vsed euery yeare (in y* last fortnight of Lent) 
to retyre himselfe from all wordly businesse, and to lye diireing that time in a 
chambre neere S' Kennys church, called Paradise'', & there hee vsed his dayly 
prayers, & gaue almes to y* poore, & prepared himselfe to receiue ye blessed 
Sacrament ; and upon Easter Eaue in y" euening hee returned to his dwelling 



next Iristi ParlumeDt, confinning this grant. It 
does not, boiveTer, appeu to have ever received 
the sanotion of the Legislature. 

■ Lord James Butler gives as a glimpse of the 
■till onbioken spirit of his lather struggling 
against the decay of his bodily powers. The 
aged Earl had received a marled slight from the 
Depnty, Lord Leonard Grey (whom the Butlers 
accoonted "the Erie of Kildare newly boma 
i^aine,"andwbo had threatened to settbeir beads 



on thdr own castles), which he took so much 
to heart, " that, not regarding bis age and de~ 
bilitie of body, all his frendes scarcely could stay 
him ttova going to the Singes Majestie, to com- 
plaine of all the premissea, thoo he abuld be car- 
ried thether in a horsse littre." — StaU Paper*, 
vol. iii., part iii., p. 33. 

'' ProiMbly the anchorite's cell, of which the 
foundations ttill remiun at the north side of the 
choir, — See p. 70, M^ira. 
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house"*. He was buried in the choir of the Cathedral of St Canice, beneath 
a monument which he probably erected for himself and his wife during 
his lifetime. He made his will a few months previous to his death, whilst 
staying at his Castle of Pottlerath. The translation of this document, here 
appended, shows that, although he was not averse to resist the " Bishop of 
Roomes usurped jurisdiction," yet, like Heniy himself, he had not lost his faith 
in the doctrines of that Church of which the Roman Pontiff is the head : — 

" In the name of God, Amen. In the year 1539, on the 28th of May, at Potellrath, I 
Peiis Butteler Earl of Ormonde and Ofisory, although sick of body, yet sound of mind, 
make my will in manner following: — Imprimis, I leave my soul to Almighty God, to the 
Blessed Mary the Virgin, and to the whole Celestial Court, and my body to be buried in 
the Cathedral Church of St. Canioe, Kilkenny. Item, I appoint and constitute my eldest 
SOD James Butler my heir. Item, I appoint and constitute Margaret fitz Gerald my lawful 
wile, James and Richard my sons, my joint executors. Item, I leave to my son Jamee my 
best gown, and to my son i^chard my second best gown. Item, the rest of my garments 
I leave to be divided between the churches and specially to the church of the Blessed Mary 
of Callan, and of Balligawran, according to the discretion of my supervisors and executors. 
Aem, I leave to the said James my coat of mail", and my horse. Item, I leave to my son 
Richard my other horse. Item, I leave to the said James my great collar of gold. Item, 
Heave to lUchard my small chain of gold. Item, I leave to each plough' within the county 
of Kilkenny one stone of wheat. 

** The inventory or sum of my goods moveable and immoveable I leave to be made at 
the discretion of Margaret my wife, and of my servants and ministers, in which matter I 
think them conscientious, and wish that they may be so. Item, I will and appoint that 
Jamee my son, heir, and executor, should every year cause my anniversary to be solemnly 
celebrated for ever in the cathedral church of St. Canice, Kilkenny, and of the Holy 
Trinity, Waterford, and [in the church] of the Blessed Mary of Callan, and of the Blessed 
Mary of Clonmel, and of St. Patrick of Cashel, and of St. John of the same, and in the 
church of St. John of Fethard. /t«m, lorder and appoint that Richard, my second son and 
executor, should cause my anniversary to be solemnly celebrated for ever in the churches of 

■ Robert Bothe nses the same words in his chain-mail which appears below the coat of plates 

pedigree of the Ormonde Family, now in the on bis effigy ia a true hanberk, and not a mare 

British Museum. — Add. MSS., 4792. It is ques- skirt of malL 

tionable which ia the oldest authority. ' This bequest evinces the Earl's anxiety to 

^ " Loricam meam." This expression confirms promote the spread of agriculture in his nativfl 

the view put forward in a former page, that the country. 
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the Btcseed Mary of Kilkenoy and Rosponte, for my eotil, the loul of my irife, aod for the 
bouIb of our parents, ancestors, heirs, and suoceBsors. 

*' Moreover, I order and appoint Master James Clere, Dean of Ossoiy, Nicholas 
Motyng, Chancellor of the same, and Benald [Roland], Baron of Bunichnrch, enperrison 
of this my will"^. 



'The ftdminiatTstionwu taken out, and a copy, 
under seal of the Bishop of Osiory, foraishedto 
the executors, which is still preBerred in the 
Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny Castle, which we 
here subjoin, as early documents of this nature 
are so rare in Ireland:-^ 

" In dei noie Amen. Anno Dni m'°T°xzxix 
die vero mes' Mui xxviii, apud potellrath. Ego 
PetrOB Butteler Comes Ormonie % Oss* lie' eger 
corp'e san' tamen tnete Condo testametQ meO in 
hQc qui sequitur modQ. 

" In primis tego alam mea oipotenti deo, beate 
marie virgini, ac tot' Curie ceiesti. Corpus^ 
meQ sepelienda in Ecdis Cathedrali sancti 
kanici ville kylkenie. Itm ordino 1 9Stiti;io 
hered'meQjacoboButlerfiliQmeD seniorem. Itm 
executores md testameti in p'te 1 in toto ordino 
ac sstituo Morgaretsm fiz gerald mei legittima 

vxoremJacobQtSichsrdD meosfilios [ ] 

p equales porcoes. Itm lego meo filio Jacobo 
mea meliore togam % Richardo meo filio BcAm 
meliore tc^am. Itm residua meo{ indnmen- 
toi lego diuidi inter ecc"" 1 specialiti occ'" 
beate marie de Callan t Balligawran, scdm dis- 
crecdem sopuisoj t executoj mec^. Itm 1^ 
d£?i Jacobo meS loricam 1, meO equD. Itm lego 
Blcbardo 61io meo alia meQ equQ. Itm 1^ 
dc8 Jacobo me£ magna le coller anrL Itm lego 
Richardo mea pama EathenS auri ats le chayn. 
Itm lego cuilibet Caiuce infra Comitata Kil- 
kenie vnQ lapid* f&ril 

*' InTentoarif) olm bonoj meoj mobiliD % 
immobiliQ seu sumam relinqno faciend' arbi- 
trio Margarete vxoris mee ac sJno^ ac minis- 
troi meol, in qua re eoj consciendas honoro 



et honorata* bcrt cupiow Itm toIo ordino % 
9stitno If Jaoob9 Sil') me^ heres % executor anni- 
uisariQ annuati soleniti imppetun celebrmri 
faciat in ecc** cathedrali sancti kanici kilkenie 
ac sancti T'nitat' vatJfardie, 1 beate marie de 
Callan, t beate marie da Clonmell, ac diQiPat'cii 
de Caschell, sancti Johis einsd', ac in ecc'* sancti 
Jobis Fidardie. Itm ordino ac gstituo if Ri- 
chard? bci19 fiU9 me9 1 executor solenit? cele- 
brari faciat men anniu/sariit imppetuQ in ecc** 
beate marie kilkenie t Sosspontis p aia mea 
vxoris mee t pro aiab? parentU ancessoj hered' 
1 Buccesso)! nostroj. 

" Supnitores Tero hui^i mei testameti ordino 
ac 98titno dnm JacobQ clere, DecanQ Oss', Nico- 
laQ Motyng, cancellariQ eiusd', ac Renald' barone 
de barnchurche. 

" Kt nos Milo obs' Epfls dci dni Petri Butler 
Comitf Ormonie 1 Oss' testametQ nobis in 
forma p'missa tam p fidedignoj testiQ atesta- 
c5es quam ecia de scripti recitac3e exbibita 
ratificam^ infirmam? t quatQ nobis poesibile 
est gfirmam? 1 appiobam^, dcis vero execn- 
torib^ scdm % juxta Ad dni Petri TolQtatem 
potestatem rite t certe adminietrandi dca bona 
% alia quecOfi concedim^ p p'seates juramento 
oorp'ali prius p'etito defideli adminittracde fad- 
enda t de conipoto nobis, cQ requisiti fuerint, ac 
eo]i q'lib' requisite fuerit, reddendo ao foro 
eccllsstico nO declinando. In cui' rd fid' % 
testis^ sigilla quo ad similia vtimur p'otibf 
duximf apponeod' p'sent' dno nicholao mothyn 
cancellario sd Eanici, baroni de barnchurch, X 
dno pat'do Aspcll." 

[Loco SigiUi.} 
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On the death of the Earl the rule of the counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary ittdCou,rii 
was committed to his widow, in conjunction with her second son, Sir Richard Addit. hs," ' 
Butler, and others. With the exception of this fact, we have been able to 
glean nothing more concerning the now aged Countess of Ormonde beyond 
what, in the subjoined letter to King Henry VIII., she tells us herself: — 

"Pleaa it Tour Mooste excellent Highnes to be advertised, that Ijke as my Lord my a.d. 1540. 
hiubend, whose Bowle Jheau rest, at tymea delytid to provyde suche pleasures in this land, ^f'-i^^If'- 
BS sholde be acceptable to Your Majestie, soo, in sembUble wise, do I tecongnis my self p- !!3. 
moche boundyn to declare my hart and duetie towuds Your Grace of like sorte and dispo- 
oisflion. And having sent unto Your Higbnes, by this berrer, two goabawkys, to be delyrerid 
unto Your Majestie as of my poie gifte, for lacke of any convenient tbiog, at this tyme, being 
in my dispocission to be presentid to Your Clrace; in mooste humble wise I beseche Your 

Highnes to accept the same in goode parte. • . And thus the Blissid Trinite 

preserve your mooste Royall Person long and tryumphauntly to reigne with moche victory. 
Writtin at Your Highnes Citie of Waterford the 8'" of July. 
" Your Graces moost bumble boundia Subject 

" M. OF Orbohd & Osi." " 

The signature of this letter is written with the trembling hand of extreme 
old age, and in two years more the Deputy, St. Leger, curtly announces her a. d. 1542. 
death to the King: — "The olde Ladle of Ormonde is deceassid." Hermonument '^' 
supplies the day of the month — ^August 9th. " The Lady Margarett Countesse Pcdtprtt 0/ 
of Ormondand Oasorye," writes Lawless, "lined some few yeeres after him [her ormt^ 
husband], & dureing that small remainder of her 131^6 shee lined most godly in 
contemplation & prayer, giving almes bountefully unto poore and needy people ; 
and (at her proper costs and charges) biiilt a scholehouse neere the churchyard 
of St Kennys church"*. 

The Coimtess died intestate, as appears by the letters of administration 

*^1xcahaxst{DaeriptimofIrdand,-p.21)i^iee "Captaine John Joeber, toolce away the mayne 

an intereating account of this school, which con- tymber of the free schoole house built by the 

tinned to send forth many learned men, until the house of Ormond in the church yard of BLCanice 

fabric wu ruined ictheoivil war of 1641. From wherewith he built a house within a myle of 

the Carte HSS. (vol. 8S, foL 278) in the Bod- Kilkenny comonly called Joeners Folly"— a 

IeianLibrary,weleam that aCromwellian officer, name which the townland still bears. 
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granted to her sods, James and Bicbard, and dated August 12, 1542, the original 
of which, under seal, is preserved in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny Castle. 
Margaret, Countess of Ormonde and Ossory, — according to a manu- 
script, (F. 1, 21), preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, "the 
fairest daughter" of the Earl of Kildare, — was unquestionably one of the most 
remarkable women of her age and country, and proved, in every sense of 
the word, a " help mete" for her husband. That she bore a conspicuous part 
in pubhc affairs is evident from the published State Papers which we have 
80 frequently quoted, no less than from the writings of Campion and Stanihurst 
In the management of her husband's property she seems to have taken a lively 
interest. We find hei; name coupled with his, in hundreds of original deeds 
still existing amongst the Ormonde Evidences. She is described by a contem- 
st«nihum'> porary writer as — " Manlike and tall of stature, verie liberall and bountiiiill, a 
Inland, p, 86. sure friend, a bitter enimie, hardlie disliking where she fansied, not easilie fan- 
sieng where she disliked : the onelie meane at those dales whereby hir hiisband 
his countrie was reclamed from sluttishnesse and slouenrie, to cleane bedding 
PfdtsTit of and ciuilitie." " The s* Earle & Countesse," writes Lawless, " planted greate 
o^mc™' ciuility in y* countyes of Tipperary & Kilkenny, & to giue good example to y* 
people of that country, brought out of Flanders & other .countryes diuerse Arti- 
ficers, who were dailye kept at worke by them in theyr Castle of Kilkenny, 
where they wrought, and made, Diaper, Tapistrey", Turkey-carpetts, Cushions, & 
other like workes, whereof some doe remayne as yett with y* Earl of Ormond," 
The Earl's anxiety to promote the spread of agriculture is proved by the 
bequest of one stone of wheat to the owner of every plough in the county of 
Mss., siai, Kilkenny ; and it appears from the " Presentments" of 1536 that he employed 
"'^ a large number of masons in his " buildings," whom, however, the Jury of the 

gentlemen of the coimty accuse him of quartering on the public. Like all the 
nobles of the Anglo-Norman race, he was fond of the chase. He kept a pack 
siait papm, of sixty deer-hounds, of the famous Irish greyhound class, besides separate 
va^.u-.part , ^^^^ of dogs to huut the hare and the martin ; his studs of horses were also 
numerous: all which, with the necessary attendants and horseboys, were main- 
tained in turn by his tenants and other dwellers in the county of Kilkenny, 

' See Transactions oftht KSkamy Archaol Soc, vol ii., p. 5. 
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"follj," as the Presentments already quoted say, " agenst the myndes of the 
Bfude inhabitauntes." These exactions were, however, the fashion of the time, 
and do not prove the chief of the Butlers to have been more oppressive than the 
other nobles, both Anglo-Norman and Celtic, of the land. But, large as is the 
place filled by the " Ked Earl" in the history of Ireland, it is a singular fact that 
in the traditions of the peasantry of Kilkenny bis existence is utterly forgotten, 
whilst his consort stands vividly forth as " the Countess," or oftener as plain 
Tnaip5p6aD ^^^'PO'^'. forming, with "Cromwell" and the "Danes," a triad 
to whom almost everything marvellous, cunning, or cruel, is attributed. She is 
the traditional btsUder, as Cromwell is the traditional destroys, of nearly every 
castle in the district ; and, by the peasant's fireside, numtjerless are the tales told 
of her power, her wisdom, and — truth compels us to add — her oppressions'. 

[22.] Omnfii^ ot« Ii'ntBm cu salutaanu angcIicB p* afab' nb'En&i pHs Uabtli Iici 
gni epi tm' at mtf tfmnt msi^I ufvatf iaif* battalarif ofii"' oss' at isif* tt tass' 
tafat* anv^ ti t' fat' at t{iamc ia\i&it fanrps' bilU i-B\ifi\ luuo" UEcetib* tocus 
qo'cEts (SiSQC® irCts iliuIptU 9abunt*. 

^£[ Ea»t ^itiola' ^abftett quotra tioTSts' bflle Wlixnit filias % ^aa f'tati ttwmt 
ttadtStb <i abilt [ ] ttte mn' [ ] anno Ogmfnt mfllfsnno tcccc''xx 

[ ]. ®t maqanta ^rttier tuoi tfnslit nEcIi? q o&ftt nix Oft xm* ap'lfs gl". b' 

m'catt'xxbfif q t' sMf p*p{tict' W at. 

TsinsLATiOH : — Four hnndred days' indulgence ue granted to kU devoutly saying 
the Lord's Prayer and tlie Angelical Salutation foi the souls of the reverend father, David, 
by the grace of God bishop of Ossory; and of Master Thomas Myghel, bachelor in both 
laws, official of Ossory, and' canon of this church and ofCaehel, who lie here; and of 
Thomas Hakkede, burgess of the town of Kilkenny. 

Here lieth Nicholas Hakhed, formerly burgess of the town of Kilkenny, son and heir of 
the aforesaid Thomas Hakhed, who died on the [ ] day of the month of [ ] 

AD. ic.ccccc.xz[ ]. And Margaret Archer, wife of the same Nicholas, who lUed on 

the 2dth day of the month of April, A.D. if.ccccc.xxTni.; on whose souls may God hare 
mercy. Amen. 

* The Irish for the Conntcu's maiden name. of these traditions. We have heard scores of 
** See Shee'a &. Canke, ^ 48, for a specimen them from the peasantry ourselTea. 
2k2 
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ColL, Dabl., 
F. 4, 21, fol. 13. 



UnarroMgtd 

Ftfadmgt of 

tdI. Ill, p. 49; 
28 HeiLVlU. 
MSS., Stalt 
Papa-Qfie*. 



A plain altar-tomb, in its original position, near the west end of the eouth 
side aisle, where it was examined by Molyneux in the seventeenth century. The 
table bears a segmental cross and bands, and the inscription is in the Old 
English letter — all in relief. 

The Bishop of Ossory alluded to in the inscription was David Hackett, who 
built the vault of the belfry. The circumstance of his being thus named on 
the tomb ofthe Hackett family may be taken as proof that this prelate was a Kil- 
kenny-man. The Master Thomas Myghel, or, as his name is sometimes written, 
. Myell, referred to in the inscription, was a canon of the cathedral of St. 
Canice and Vicar-General of the diocese of Ossory at the end ofthe fifteenth 
century. Nicholas Hackett, or Hackhed, was sovereign of Kilkenny in 1526 
and 1534. He appears to have erected the monument on the deajth of his first 
wife, Margaret Archer, in 1528 ; but he very soon after formed another matri- 
monial alliance, as an entry in the ii6er Primus KUhrmie, dated May 1, 1530, 
sets out the terms of a grant then made by " that honest and discreet man, 
Nicholas Racket, bui^ss of Ealkenny," to the Vicars of the Common Hall, of 
a messuage with its appurtenances in the town, in perpetual alms. The con- 
ditions of the grant were, that the Vicars and their successors should observe the 
anniversary of the donor, as also of Master John Cantwell, precentor of the 
cathedral, and of Margaret Archer and Johanna Knaresborough, the wives of 
the aforesaid Nicholas Hackett, and the anniversaries of their parents and heirs. 
However, should the Vicars or their successors neglect this duty, the property 
was to pass to the Corporation of the town, for public purposes. The legal 
records of the year 1536 mention Nicholas Hackett and his wife, Johanna 
Knaresborough, as still living, John Hackett, burgess of Kilkenny, being the 
son and heir of the former. In the Irishtown presentment of 1537 Nicholas 
Hackett was denounced as a " Gray Merchant" 

[23.] tapfianeus itttbarittra comUffi omonft 

q* ofoift qtiam trie nontbris Si" Hi xn'smx\\ix\ 9 tSlUna gras vx' tP ^ tri m'ccta' 

[ ]■ 

Tbansljitiok : — capt^n ofthe Earl of Ormonde's light troops, who 

died the 4th day of November, in the year of our Lord m.cccoc.xlix. And Ellen Gnu, his 
wife, A.D. 1I.CC0CC. [ ]. 
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A fragment of a floor-slab, the upper half of which is ornamented with the 
arms of the Passion. On the lower part of the tomb was sculptured a minia- 
ture effigy of a man in armour, in low relief, of whicli the bust only now 
remains. The armour precisely resembles that represented on the tomb of Piers, 
Earl of Ormonde, already described, except that in this case there is do bascinet, 
the head being bare, and the hair cropped closely. The inscription, in raised 
Old English characters, ran round the edge of the slab, and it appears to have 
been quite perfect when O'Phelan compiled his catalogue of the monuments, in 
the middle of the last century. In O'Phelan's manuscript it is thus given: — 
** l^it facet (SBtnanlms ^unell tajtftaneus tuitiarioTuin tomftfs otmonfe qui fibffl quarto 
life notinitbris anno tromfnf mctttcilii, et (Slltna ffiias moi tins q' obfit a' b* mccccc" 
Although O'Phelan certainly did not copy the inscription with literal exactness, 
yet there can be no reason to doubt that he gave correctly the name of the 
person for whom it was carved, as we find that there was an Edmund Purcell 
filling the position of one of the captains of the kerns of Piers Earl of 
Ormonde at the period. He is complmned of more than once as an oppressor mss., state 
of the people of the district, in the Kilkenny presentments of 1537. In the "^^ 
" verdyt of the Commynere of the Towne of Kylkenny" the following paragraph 



" Item, they do present that Garrard Fytzpiers, Captayn ' of my Lorde of Ostreys 
Eemetihge, Edmund Purcell, Edmund Giangher, with ther felowes, and Edmund Butler 
Fytzthomas and Bychard Forstall, do enforce peoplle wblcbe arre lahabitauntea in the 
countrey, to prepare and otdeigne mete for tiiet dynner and Buppers, and wyll paye no 
money therefor." 

Agiun we find him somewhat similarly charged in the " verdyt of the Com- 
myners of the Countye of Kilkennye," but by an error of the scribe his name 
is written " Purser." The passage is as follows: — 

" Item, the nude Jutye present that the saide Lorde of Osttey bathe i aeverall com. 
paynea of Kemes going quarterly, that is to saye, eche of them i"' tytnea of tbe yere over 
all the countrey from one towne to another, and leave none, and ther take mete and drynke 
withoute paying tberfore ; and wher they lack mete they take money. And Edmund 
Purser and William Purser brethren, ar Captaygnes of tbe one Kerne, and Robert Astyken 
and Jamya Astyken ar Captaynea of thother kemes " 
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The wife of the captain of kerns was probably a member of the important 
family of Grace, of Courtstown, and she seeme to have outlived him, and to 
have erected the tomb to his memory, ae the date of her decease is left unfinished 
in the inscription. 

[24.] ^it patent fftam tottnll ^[acob^ utittn ttftaiA* lainln et fnaltet* lofobs 
nt (i^ ttxon Utfcia c'tttcs qtuba buigee' bfllt BSilfcenfe at bitf be tZ^^albott is Iiuitt q 
aKalttt' obtit silio tit mes' bnibtto a" b' m"aca" q nq'g"" quoi;' aiab' p'pitfet* tu' ame. 

^ft i^Bttt MSa"^ UMa fiUns el fum bfctf toaltetf qui obftt bf &Ee mes* ottobris 
a", biii. m''.nta''Mf. 

I^ic 3|atet 3|atob% latnlcs fratei tt bens lElftbf latnks 6Ui et benbis QStalteri labilts 
q* obfft nit" bie ^ulii a' bn tn'otu'liti'' mP ait p'pfciet' W ame ®t ^atn labiles q' 
obftt u' bie oclobits 1600 CEt letttia ^bee uxor tP q' obift 5 b(e octobt' ntocctlxxbi. 

QCniro $r lAeplor me' afuft IJ fn noblssfmo b{t be t'ta surmtai' sn ®t f carne mea 
bibebo bea salbaiote ma (Sloe bfsut' sa ego ifu f^ van aW % onlf nuf coniqietttiif 
ftot 

Teabslatiok : — Here lie Adam Cottiell, James Cottrell, mdiard Lawles, and Walter 
Lawlea, with his wife Letitia Courcy, formerly burgessea of the town of Kilkenny, and 
lords of Talbott'e Inche ; which Walter died on the 2Qd day of the month of December, in 
the year of onr Lord it.ccccc.i.. ; on whose souls may God have mercy. Amen. 

Here lieth lUchard Lawles, the son and heir of the aforesaid Walter, who died on the 
6th day of the month of October, in the year of our Lord K.ccocc.iJn, 

Here lieth James Lawles, brother and heir of Richard Lawles, son and heir of Walter 
Lawles, who died on the last day of July, in the year of our Lord H.cccccLxn., on whose 
soul may God have mercy. Amen. And Adam Lawles, who died the 20th day of October, 
1600. And Letitia Shee, his wife, who died the 5th day of October, [h].ccccc.lxzti. 

I believe that my Redeemer liveth, &a, 

A large slab, which, although at present set level with the floor, appears to 
have been originally the covering stone of an altar-tomb. At the angles it was 
carved with floriated Early English ornaments, but the two on the left side 
have been broken away. There is also a projection at the centre of the head 
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and foot of the stone, in each of which a chamber is sunk, as if for the purpose 
of supporting candlesticks. The first inscription — itself three centuries later 
than the monumental stone on which it is cut — runs round the verge of the 
slab : the others, which belong to various periods aubsequent to the appropria- 
tion of the monument, take different directions, filling up all the vacant space 
which could be found for them. The quotation from the Latin Vulgate fills 
a scroll which forms a circle at the top of the tomb, and thence hangs in wavy 
folds on either side. Within the circle is placed the sacred monogram, X|^3b, 
adorned with elaborately interlaced flourishes ; beneath which are two hands 
uplifted, holding a heart. The inscriptions are in many places, much worn, and 
difficult to be deciphered. 

In noticing the tombs of the Talbot family, in the previous centuries, we 
alluded to the fact of their proprietorship having given name to the townlsnd 
of Talbot's Inch, near the city of Kilkenny. It may be conjectured that that 
property came to the CottereUs through a marriage with an heiress of the 
Talbot family, who seem to have died out in the male line early in the fifteenth 
century ; but, be this as it may, we have documentary proof of a subsequent 
marriage of a Cotterell heu^ss with a Lawless, which again brought Talbot's 
Inch under a new proprietorship, and this connexion accounts for the tomb 
being inscribed to both these families. The CottereUs* were seated, at a very 
early period, at Kells, in the county of Kilkenny, the head of the family holding 
the lands of Killinny, near that town, by feudal service from the Le Peers, 
Barons of Kells. In the Lord Eustace Le Poor's rash rebellion, in 1345, Sir jv«6f«^, ^i 
John Cotterell shared his fortunes, and was taken, and hanged with him and "^ 
Sir William Graunt, after the siege of Castleisland, in Kerry, by the Justiciary 
of Ireland, Ralph Ufford. However, his relative, Walter Fitz- William Cotterell, 
of Kells, who appears to have been a lawyer by profession, proved a more 
&ithful subject of the King of England, and was rewarded with many public 
offices. In 1359 he was one of eleven persons deputed by the Crown to collect, &a. obm., 
in the liberty and town of Kilkenny, a subsidy granted towards carrying on the 84. 

' Tb« meneaaij troops of the Middle Ages toI il, p. 499^ The Anglo-Irieh funily of Cot- 
were Bometimea called Coterelli, it is sud, from terell mftj have been descended from some one 
the coterel, or Urge knife, which wss one of their of these mercenaries, who found bis waj into 
weapons. — See Nola and Qutria, Second Series, Ireland, and settled tber«. 
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Ret. dm*., war aguDst Art M'Morough. In 1372 he received a writ, and in 1374 we 
1S9, 180, dono. find him acting as sheriff of the Cross, or church lauds, in the same county of 
in.'isa. dDTM.'' Kilkenny. The next year he was appointed, with three other persons — of whom 
Ed. "ill., m. 276. two should form a quorum, provided Walter Cotterell was one^ustice for a 
Id., m. 261. gaol delivery at Waterford ; and he was also nominated to receive from the 
collectors, for the king, a subsidy, voted by Parliament to be levied from 
the clergy and laity of the diocese of Ossory and Ferns, as their contribution 
Lduid'a But. to a Subsidy of 400 marks, from Munster, Kilkenny, and Wexford. The same 
toi. l, p. 882. year, in pursuance of a writ sent for the purpose to the seneschal of the Liberty, 
and sheriff of the Cross of Kilkenny, Walter Fitz- William Cotterell, of KeUs, in 
conjunction with Gefrey Forstall, was elected to represent the county of Kil- 
kenny in a Great Council, summoned by the King to meet him in England, 
Alt. Alt., G and there consult with him on the affairs of Ireland. In 1382 we have him 
pin, i^ 85. filling the position of sergeant-at-law, and receiving 100s. on account of his fee. 
/A, 12 Hie iL, In 1388 he was appointed to act as justice for the county of Kilkenny; and 
fd, IS Bic II., ^s year following, on his petition, the king granted him permission to pass 
"^ ^'*' over to the Court of Rome, from whence he probably never returned, as we 

find no further mention of his name in the public records. His son, William 
Fitz- Walter Cotterell, appears to have settled in the town of Kilkenny towards 
■unu the end of the fourteenth century. In 1383 that name is found in the Corpo- 
ration records upon the roll of burgesses ; and in the previous year William 
Lawless was commissioned, with two others, to assess, on the town and Liberty 
' of Kilkenny, the sum necessary for the procuring and maintenance of twenty 
archers, which the inhabitants had agreed to rsise, at their own expense, 
for half a year, for the common defence. This William was probably the 
father of the Adam, and grandfather of the James Cotterell of the monument 
under consideration. In 1484 Adam Cotterell paid three pence as his proportion 
w^27^>.Ti. of the fee of the portreve of Kilkenny ; and in 1457 he was himself a member of 
' - - - the Corporation of that municipality, and one of the " upper twelve," or chief 
members of the Council. James Cotterell appears to have been the son of Adam, 
and to have married his daughter Isabel to the first Klchard Lawless of the 
monument, leaving them his property. A curious entry with reference to a 
portion of the bequest is still extant amongst the Minutes of the Corporation 
of Kilkenny. The original is in Latb, to the following effect: — 
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Mbmoranddk. — That James Cottrell left all the mcsauages and tenements, with the 
gardens annexed, from the house in which Johanna Felle dwells, to the garden of the Vicars 
of the Common Hall, as he appointed in order, to the said Richard Lawles and Isabella 
Cottrell, except the house which the same Richard built, so that the aforesaid Richard and 
Isabella, their heirs and assigns, should, every year, solemnly celebrate his anniversary 
in the church of St. Canice; but if they should be negligent in doing so, that then it shall 
be lawful for the sovereign of Kilkenny for the time being, and for the burgesses and 
commons of the town aforesaid, to levy and receive the aforesaid stipend, and convert it 
to the use of the commons of the town. Also he left the aforesaid Richard and Isabella 
Cottrell, their heirs and assigns, for ever, the houses which Edmond Vale held in farm, to 
support the anniversary aforesaid. 

This entry is not dated, but that which precedes it in the Book of the 
Corporation bears date 14 Heniy VII., 1498. 

The family of Lawless is said to be descended from Sir Hugh de Lawless, 
one of the four hundred knights who attended King Henry U. to Ireland. He Fitxp>trick'> 
settled at Shanganagh, county of Dublin, and his immediate successors are to o/Lordai^-' 
be found amongst the lists of chief magistrates and magnates of the metropo- "^^ 
litan city. The first of the name whom we find settled in Kilkenny was 
Walter Lawless, who, as a merchant of the town, was, for a fine of fifteen silver LOtrPnmu 
shillings, admitted as burgess in 1396 ; and he may have been the father of 
Richard, who married Isabella Cotterell, and succeeded to her paternal pro- 
perty. Their son Walter, who appears from the monument to have espoused Cmndr,&>ok, 
Letitia Courcy, was portreve of Kilkenny in 1526, and sovereign of the town 
in 1545. In 1537 he was presented by the Jury of the Irishtown of Kilkenny J^ss, siai, 
as a " grey merchant", and foreataller, who interfered with the legitimate trade 
of that borough for his private emolument. Of Walter's sons, Richard and 7*« *f«( An- 
James, we do not find any mendon in the public records, but of the successors ai corpcr^u-,- 



of IriMilowH. 



' The fifth chapter of the Statute passed in land any hydes, felles, checkers, fieges, yorne, 

the eleventh year of Queen Eltiabeth parports linnen cloth, woll, or flockes, in any other place 

to be— "An act for reuyning the Statute against or places, but onely in the open market or ftyre. 

grey merchants," &c, which it appears was And if any person or persons did otherwise, and 

passed in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of were of the same duly connict, that then enery 

Henry VIII., and provided " that no person or person or persons so conuicted to be adjudged a 

persons, to the intent to sell the same again, forstallerof themsrket." — Irith l^atuta, ji. 16^, 

ehoold bay or caose to be bought within this The Act of 34 Hen. YIIL is not printed. 
2l 
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of the latter, Adam is stated to have been portreve of Irishtown in 1564, and 
an auditor of the accounts of the Corporation in 1569. From the most ancient 
of the existing books of the Corporation of Irishtown, we learn that Walter 
Lawlee, " filius et heres Adami Lawles" was sworn portreve on the llth 
October, 1605 ; and he is stated to have been a benefactor to the municipality, 
having advanced a sum of £150 to meet some pressing engagements. The 
author of "The Life, Times, and Coteraporaries of Lord Cloncuny," declares 
that this " Walter Lawless was one of those men who are bom to be lucky. 
He attracted the royal favour, and received seven boons," for, " on the 9th 
May, 1608, Walter Lawless, of Talbot Inche, county Kilkenny, obtained from 
his gracious Majesty, King James the First, the princely grant of seven manors, 
situated in the counties of Tipperary,Waterford, and Kilkenny." This statement, 
it is proper to mention, is altogether founded on a mistake. Walter Lawless 
was not so lucky as to attract the royal favour, but he had the good fortune to 
enjoy the confidence of the Earl of Ormonde, whose agent he was, and the 
" princely grant" of the seven manors, which were some of the principal estates 
of the house of Ormonde, was but made to him in trust, in the carrying out of 
some family arrangements for his patron". The same writer traces more cor- 
rectly, as follows, the history of Walter Lawless's descendants: — 

" The wife of Walter Lawless was & daughter of Robert Wrothe [Rothe], Esq., of 
Kilkenny. By her he had one son, Richard, a prominent member of the Supreme Council 
of the confederate Catholics of Kilkenny, in the civil wars of 1641. In this capacity 
Richard Lawless greatly distinguished himself, as some old historians tell us, by warmly 
opposing the massacre of the Kilkenny Protestants, when proposed to the Council by Tur- 
logh Oge 0'Neil^ Richard married Margaret, daughter of Patrick Denn, Esq., of Urenan, 



' Ur. Pitzpatriok enumerates these manors as 
follows: — Clonmel, KUlsheallane, Lisronagb, 
Eilfi&kill, Corketenny.Damagh, and BsllycallaD, 
ancient possesBiona of the Ormonde family, some 
of which they stiU hold. The date of the grant 
was the 19th (not 9th) May, 160S — Rot. Pat. 
6 Jac I., prima pais, facie, iii. 8. 

^The fact of Richard Lawleaa's intercesskon 
for the Protestant inhabitants of Kilkenny is 
given by the author on the authority of a note 



to Aichdall's Lodge's Peerage, toL iv. p- 61 ; 
but the source from whence the information of 
the latter is derived is the Depositions of 1641, 
MS. F. 2, C, Lib. Trin. Coll. Dubl., where the 
circumstance is set out at much length in the 
depositions of Jamea Benn, " late of the city of 
Kilkenny, shoemaker," and of Henry Robinson, 
of Castlecomer, gentleman. Richard Lawless 
was continued in his father's confidential situa- 
tion under the Ormonde family, and be wrote a 
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county Kilkenny, and died in 1670, leaving issue two aona Walter and Thomas. Walter, 
the eldest, married a daughter of John Bryan, Esq., of Jenkinstown, county Kilkenny, and 

had issue five sons In the Irish wars ori689 he took a leading part. 

On the precipitate flight of James from England, when all his army rallied 

round William of Orange, and procliumed him their sovereign, we find that the royal plate 
of the fugitive monarch was deposited with liis staunch friend and supporter, Walter Lawless, 
in the same manner that his most important papers were intrusted to the care, as Macaulay 
tells us, of the Tuscan minister. Probably, when Walter Lawless was reduced to the 
necessity of flying from Ireland, and became involved in the common ruin of all James's 
influential followers, the deposited plate was made a present to him by hia master. Be this 
u it may, the plate remained in the possession of his descendants, and within a few years 
a portion of it, emblazoned with the royal anns of the Stuarta, might be seen at Lyons, 
^e seat of Lord Cloncurry. Richard, the eldest son of Walter Lawless, fell at the siege 
of Limerick, in 1691. Patrick, his second son, served with distinction in the armies of 
his Spanish Majesty, Philip the Fiilh ; was appointed, during the Orleans Regency, Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary to the Court of France, created Knight of the Equestrian Order, and, 
finally, inaugurated Governor of Majorca, which office he conUnued to fill, with honour 
and reputation, until his death*. The third son, John, having manifested stfoag feelings 
of loyalty towards James the Seoond, was atUunted at the same time as his father, Walter 
Lawless. The two younger sons died before reaching their majority." 

Thomas, the younger brother of the last Walter Lawless, who married a 
daughter of James Butler of Kilkenny, settled at Puck's Castle, in the county 
of Dublin, near the original property of his ancestors, where the family tradi- 
tion avers that James II., after the rout of the Boyne, and before quitting 
Ireland, visited the proprietor in disguise, and took shelter for a short time. 
Whilst there he volunteered to be godfather for the expected child of his 
entertaiuer, and when the child was born, having proved a son, he was christened 

genealogical account of that house, which has PrinceChtrlMofBavariawtsdoubtful, Lawless 

never been published. The MS. is in the library proceeded to the residence of the Duke de Me- 

of the Earl of BesBborangh. It contuns a good dina CeU, whose influence was supposed to be 

deal of interesting original information respect- given to support the views of Charles, and, 

ing the Butler family. singly and uouded, in the midst of the Duke*B 

* The feat which served to gain for General servants and retainers, by a stratagem, contrived 

Patrick Lawless such high honours at the hands to make him a prisoner, and carry him to bis 

of Philip y. of Spun, was one evindng singnlar master at Madrid, whose cause he was thus 

intrepidity and daring. Whilst yet the result compelled to espouse-^-See DvbUn PamyJow- 

ofthecontestfor the throne between Philip and noJ, voL i., p. 37S. 
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James, after the deposed monarch; the Duke of Berwick standing sponsor as 
proxy for his father: from this child, remembered with pride in the family as 
" King James the Second's godson," the present Lord Ctoncurry is lineally 
fe-t. 2- Aniw. descended. The family property of Talbot's Inch, near Kilkenny, comprising 
?fo. SB. 174 acres, having been forfeited on Walter Lawless's attainder, was sold by 

the State on the 10th April, 1703, John, Bishop of Ossory, having been 
declared the purchaser for £.^55. 

[25.] ^fc {atet ^ties gtas mile» at baro fie courtfstottn $ ®nottnB tmnacji 

W tP a° tin m'ttctt'li't'' bfif Die mtV 

Tramslation. — Here lie John Grace, knight, and baron of CourtsLown, and Onorina 
Brenach his wife. A.D. h.ccccc.lii., oii the 8th day of the month 

This is a table monument, supported at the sides by slabs, each carved into 
six niches, enriched with figiires of the Apostles, the spandriU filled with foliage; 
at the head is sculptured the Crucifixion, and at the foot a lion rampant for 
Grace. The maker's name is carved on the edge of the table, as follows: — 
lAoiftus ^ttnnne fabrfcam't IstS tnba. From the occurrence of the family bearing, 
it is probable that the entire of this monument as it now stands is original. 
The table and effigy are much fractured: considerable portions of the lower part 
of the effigy are lost, and the head has also sufiered injury. We have engraved 



this effigy as seen from the right side, and the artist has restored it, indicating 
the conjectural additions by dots and a lighter tint The style of the armour 
is, in some particulars, more antiquated than the military costume of which 
Shortall's effigy and the Ormonde monuments afford examples. A true 
" hauberk" of ring mail descends more than half way down the thighs. 
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which, with the legs, are cased in " chauesea" of mail, with genouilli^res of plate 
at the knees, and, perhaps, plate sollerets on the feet. The hauberk is furnished 
with sleeves, with coverings for the hands, without divisions for the fingers, but 
confined at the wrists by straps. The gauntlets are slipped off the^hands, which 
are represented as bare. The portions of the armour just described would, if MmMottntai 
occiuring in English monumental art, be assigned at latest to the first half of siab*,f^i7,2t 
the foiirteenth century ; but in this effigy we find them combined with the 
camailed bascinet, the sollerets, and defensive coat, strengthened with broad 
bands of plate, of the latter end of the fourteenth and first half of the fifteenth 
centuries'. In this effigy we also can trace an indication of a fashion which pre- "■• p- s^- 
vailed in England subsequently to 1400, namely, apron-like defensive armour, 
termed " taces," formed of a series of overlapping plates attached to a lining of 
leather or strong cloth, and serving to protect the upper parts of the thighs. 
The presence of taces in Grace's effigy is proved by the position of the sword, 
which is placed beneath the body of the figure, showing that the plates, from the 
waist downwards, do not extend all round the person. The sword-belt is plain, 
and buckled round the waist. The feet, when perfect, rested on a dog, or lion. 
It is unnecessary to trace the history of the Graces of Courtstown, as the 
family has already found a cordial genealogical chronicler in the person of one 
of its own members, the late Sheffield Grace, Esq., whose " Memoirs of the 
Grace Family," making due allowance for a slight, and perhaps natural, tendency 
towards exi^gerating the social and political importance of his progenitors, are 
in the main, correct, and display much research and erudition. Suffice it to 
say here, that, deriving their descent from Kaymond le Gros, the brother-in- 
law of Strongbow, and one of the most distinguished of the Anglo-Norman 
adventurers — being styled by Cambrensis " the notable and chiefest pillar of 
Ireland," they were settled in the district of the county of Kilkenny comprising 

*Th« popular sobriquet b; which Baron learDfroinadi>cumentissignedtotheyeaTl515, 

Grace's father was known — Cpeara lapaiTin, that thecoat ofplatea, or "white armour," waa 

i& Cinguli ferrei — perhaps indicAtes the date of aometimes l^d aside, and its place supplied by a 

theintrodnctionamoDgBtthe gentry of Eillceany hempen "coat of fence," termed a "jakke,"and 

of the defensive armour above deacrihed. There then the armour was termed "black armoor," 

can be no doubt that the Baron Grace of the and those so armed, " black men." The jakke 

monument inherited his father's armour, as did waa '■ ne lengre [than] to the kne&" — State Pa- 

James Earl of Ormonde (see p. 245, at^a). We jwri, toL ii., part iiL, p. 19. 
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the modern barony of Cranagh, from a very early period, and the head of the 
house bore the title of the Baron of Courtstown, derived from the important feudal 
reaidence of that name. This dignity was latterly but titular ; however, Grace 
of Courtstown might at any time have claimed to be deemed a baron by writ as 
well as by tenure, as some of the earlier proprietors of the estate were duly 
Bummoned to Parliament by the royal precept. The member of the family for 
whom the monument was erected in the cathedral was the eldest son of Baron 
John Grace Fitz-Oliver, — traditionally remembered by the wm de guerre of 
^papac an cpeapn lapainn, or " the iron-belted Grace," derived probably from 
a peculiarity in the armour which he usually wore, — by his wife Catherine, 
daughter of Le Poer, Lord of Curragbmore, and was known as Baron John Grace 
Fitz-John, and also, it is said, as " the great Grace." Although existing records 
Ormomdt Mss., represcut him as taking a prominent part amongst the other principal freeholders 
of the county of Kilkenny, in such public matters as pertained to the interest of 
the district, it is not easy to conjecture why he should have received so high- 
sounding an appellation as this, for even Mr. Sheffield Grace, who seems to 
have assigned it to him on the authority of local tradition, was unable to dis- 
cover anything more important in his personal history than the following meagre 
and generally not very well-authenticated particulars: — 

Ktaaa't Faro- " If baron John Grace Fitz-John of Courtstowo, acquired the reputation of piety, by 

/rtfaui, ToLiiL, founding Grace's chapel at Tullaroan, 34 Hen. YIII. (1M3J, so did he merit that of a 

pp. 5 i' 7. splendid and martial spirit by greatly enlarging and strengthening the castle of Courtstown 

(a/. TuUsroan), characterized by tradition as being then the noblest residence in this part 

of the country, and exceeded only by the earl of Ormonde's castle at Kilkenny 

The hospitality likewise, even lavish and certainly habitual, then practised, may easily 
make us believe the prevailing tradition, that Queen Elizabeth's lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, and a aumerous retinue, were magnificently entertained for several weeks together 
at this castle. About the same period the sons of various Irish chie&, it is said, were 
confined here as hostages, who could not be prevailed upon to entrust themselves to the 
custody of the lord deputy in Dublin. But the baron of Courtstown possessed an here- 
ditary claim to their confidence, as well as an acknowledged personal one to that of the 
English Government. The great power and intrepid exploits of ' an Gressagh more 
Ballynacourty' (the great Grace of Courtstown), the common appellation by which he 
was known, are to this day spoken of in the parish, and the establishment he is said to 
have made of an English colony for the purpose of more widely diffusing their language, 
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indoatrj, and civilization, among his followers and dependants, receives some confirmation 
not only &om the many English names that still remain among the peasantry, but from 
the townland of ' Brittas-mor-an-Grrassagh' (great Brittas-Grace) having a ' New Eng- 
land' for one of its sub- denominations The castle of Tubrid, on the townknd of 

that name, forming the northern boundary of this parish [Tulloroan], is said to have been 
erected by this baron of Courtatown to protect his adjoining estates from the hostile 
inroads of ' Moryhead Olearhodh' (Margaret Fitz-Gerald, the great countess of Ormonde). 
There are many stories yet current of her sanguinary contests with the Graces, of her open 
attempta to seize their property, and of her wily stratagems to entrap their persons*. The 
historic bard of feudal frays also commemorates the frequent failure of her efforts, and 
extols her for abandoning all ambitious designs before her death, and confirming her pro- 
fessed reconciliation by two marriages between the Graces and her own family 

Sir John Grace was returned to parliament for the county of Kilkenny, January 17th, 
10 Eliz, (1568), and, dying the same year, was interred among his ancestors in the cathe- 
dral church of St Canice in Ejlkenny." 

The authority for thus placing Barou John Grace's death in 1568 merely 
appears to have been O'Phelan's erroneous copy of the inscription on the 
tomb ; which is printed by Mr. Sheffield Grace as if it were correct, setting 
forth the date there inscribed as 1568. The date on the monument is really 
1552, which cannot have been the period of Baron Grace's death, if the state- 
ment is well founded that he was Member of Parliament for the county in 
1568. Indeed, the nature of the inscription would go to show that Grace, like 
Shortall of Ballylarkin, caused his tomb to be erected in his lifetime, — a 
usage of the period, for which Shakspeare incidentally assigos a reason signi- 



• Very llttla dependence can be placed on tra- 
ditions of this kind, there being sufficient docu- 
mentary evidence extant to show that most 
friendly relations subsisted between the Baron 
of Courtstowu and the Earl of Ormonde, — in fact, 
that tbe former fully acknowledged and cheer- 
fully sustained the feudal chieftainship of the 
latter. At the skirmish of Lord James Butler's 
troops with Silken Thomas, near Jerpoint, and 
in the demonstration against theTanist of Mac- 
giUapatrick, in which Lord Thomas Butler was 
killed, as well as on every similar occasion. 



Baron Grace is found to have been present with 
hie retainers, acting under the leadership of the 
representative of the Ormonde family. The tra- 
dition that Baron Grace built Tubrid Castle to 
protect his estates from the incursions of the 
Countess of Ormonde is, at all events, quite 
devoid of foundation, as tbe castle was not situ- 
ated on bis property, and was, in fact, built by 
tbe Shortalls of Claragb, who were the proprie* 
ton of Tubrid long before, as well as after, 
the period at which the Countess Margaret and 
Baron John Grace lived. 
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MwkAdaatoia cant eoough, in one of his plays, where he makes Benedick remark: — " If a 
SceoeT ' man do not erect in thia age hia own tomb ere he diea, he shall live no longer 

in monument than the bell rings and the widow weeps, an hour 

in clamour, and a quarter in rheum." The year in which Baron Grace was in- 
terred beneath his monument in the cathedral must, then, remain uncertain, 
unless some documentary evidence of the fact, which we have failed to discover, 
can be obtained. His wife was the daughter of Walter Walsh of Castle Hoel, 
titular Baron of Shancaher, and Lord of Walsh'a country,— BrenocA or bpeacnac, 
literally 5rifannicu5, i.e. Welshman, being the Iriah form of the name. Itwould 
appear from the inscriptions over the curiously carved and somewhat grotesquely 
ornamented doorway of Grace's chapel, connected with the old parish church 
of Tullaroan, that this lady joined her husband in founding that structure 
before the year 1543. For the services rendered to, and the loss of their 
ancient patrimony sustained in, the cause of the Stuarts by their descendants, 
we must refer the reader to the " Memoirs of the Grace Family," or " Mason's 
Parochial Survey," parish of Tullaroan. The heroic defence of Athlone also, 
made against the army of Eing WilHam by Colonel Richard Grace, another 
member of the family, is matter of history. 

[26.] [I^k fac]et 3|uoti^ pumll &IP 0l\lvpi bt ffbu&na^ 4* obtft xf Die tnts* 
Mtobris a"- ti*' M'- tatx"- lit^- ffit ■ ^oitana ■ Sbfrottals • uiot ■ ti' • q ■ obUi ■ [ ] 

liit ■ m«* ■ [ ] ■ ano ■ a* ■ itt"-taa". [ ] ■ quot' . afab' ■ p'pftltt' ■ Bt' . 

am ■ ^sus . JVt[Bi:fa]. 

(Stetfo quo!) RliEtoT mt' btuit tt f noufssfmo btc tre tra sumcln^ sum ^i ( tanu mia 
bibebo beii aaluatoif nuu ®m btsut^ stt ego fpe et no alt' et otalf tncf ospcttuit sut Sbns- 
tep(t fsiatl putru sun rctoibat' mie sut. 1,ctat' su in bis que bfcta sut m* in bomu biit 
tbim'. 

TRAN9U.TI0N : — Here lietb James Purcell, the eon of Philip, of Foukerath, who died 
on the 11th day of the month of October, A.D. h.ccccc.ui. And Johanna Shottals, his 
wife, who died on the [ , ] day of the month of [ ] , A.D. h.cgcco. [ ], on 

whose eouls may Ood have mercy. Amen. Jesus. Mary. 

I believe that my Redeemer Jiveth, &c. He, remembering his mercy, &c 
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A floor-slab, resembling that of Cottrell and Lawless in the arrangement of 
the inscriptions, although of later date. At the head are carved the arms of 
the Crucifixion ; below the circular part of the scroll (which incloses the sabred 
monogram) are two hands holding up a heart; next comes a shield charged with 
three boars' heads couped, and over it the word putctll, beneath which is another 
shield, bearing on a cross five lion's heads erased close, over which is the word 
sjottals; and under all, the name of the sculptor — 52EliUeIiin' ©tung fabtitauft 
%sHa tuba ptD mt p'o', i. e., William Otunny was the maker of this tomb: pray for 
me, I beseech you. 

The founder of the Purcell family appears to have been amongst the Nor- 
man adventurers who came over with William the Conqueror. They were early 
seated in Oxfordshire, and amongst the notable manors of that county Camden 
mentions Heyford-Purcell, " so named of the Purcds, or de Forcdlis ancient Hoikod-a 
gentlemen the old owners." The first of the name whom we find in Ireland tmnto, p. sn. 
was a knight, stated by Hanmer to have been lieutenant of Strongbow's army, Hamtr-ichro- 
and to have been " slaine by the Waterfordians," not, however, it would seem, ^' 137. *" ' '^' 
without leaving sons to receive the reward of bis services and perpetuate his 
name in the conquered country. In the end of the twelfth, or beginning of the 
thirteenth, century, Sir Hugh Purcell married Beatrix, daughter of Theobald cirw. or 
Fitz Walter, first Chief Butler of Ireland, and appears to have received with "^^p.iilT' 
her the important property in Ely O'Carroll, in the modem county of Tipperary, 
which her father had bestowed on her as a dower in marrying her first husband, 
Thomas de Hereford; for we find this Hugh granting to the Abbey of St. Thomas, w, ib. 
of Dublin, the advowson of the church of Lochmy(Loughmoe)in that district; 
anA his descendants held the position of Barons Palatine of Loughmoe, till the 
representative of the house in the seventeenth century, who was one of the Com- 
missioners deputed to draw up the famous Conditions of Limerick, forfeited his 
estates and titular barony by following King James to France. The county of 
Kilkenny branch of the Purcell family may be presumed to have descended from 
Waltar Purcell, probably brother to Sir Hugh, who is a subscribing witness to Hmmtr-i ciro- 
the charter of William Earl Marshall, the younger, to his burgesses of Kilkenny, "" ' ^ 
in the year 1223. Sir Phihp Purcel was amongst the knights summoned in 1 335 
to join the Irish Justiciary's army, then proceeding to assist the King in his armtr, toI. ii, 
Scottish wars. . In 1277 Walter Purcell was denounced as a favourer and main- "*■ 
2h 
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fira iMi, tainer of Irish enemies, the O'Breosns, O'Morthes, and Mac Eormaas, and it was, 
donol ' ' therefore, ordered that he should be attached and brought before the Justiciary at 
DubUn to answer for having " act and part" with such " felons and incendiarieB." 
Whether he cleared himself of the treasonable accusation does not appear, but 
in the succeeding century, at least, his family seem to have been looked upon 
as loyal subjects, and fitting to be placed in a position of trust under the Crown, 
flot. ua». for in 1385 Adam and Thomas Purcell were appointed " Custodes Pacis" in the 
dono. " ' ' Liberty of Kilkenny, with power to assess all men for arms and horses, hobblers 
, and footmen, according to the quality of their lands, to defend the Marches 

jbid.,i«k against the enemy; and in 1392 Thomas Purcell was again appointed, cum 
m. ii/doTO. aliis, a justice of the king's peace in the baronies of Oskellan, Shili'r, and Obar- 
gon, in the Liberty of Kilkenny, with power to fine all rebels, and to restrain 
all idle men and kerns found in the act of taking meat, hay, com, or other 
victuals from the heges of the king. As the residence of Uiese persons, thus com- 
missioned by the Crown, is not stated in the records, it is impossible to deter- 
mine to which of the Kilkenny branches of the family they belonged, for, besides 
the Purcells of Foulksrath, there were four other houses of the name in that 
county, viz., those of Ballyfoyle, of Lismain, of Ballymartin, and of Clone, near 
Rathbeagh. It is difficult now to say whether the Foulksrath or the Bally- 
foyle branch was of the greater importance. Both were held in high conside- 
ration amongst the landed gentry of Kilkenny. Philip Purcell, of Foulksrath, 
is mentioned, in a deed in the Evidence Chamber of Kilkenny Castle, as being 
alive in the year 1528, and then having a son named Thomas. In 1537 Philip 
Purcell was, amongst other landholders of the county, presented by the " verdyt 
of the Commyners of the Towne of Kilkenny" as an enforcer of unlawful and 
oppressive exactions, such as his ancestor, two centuries before, was commis- 
sioned to prevent the imposition of on the King's lieges. It is declared of him 
Mss., Slat* by the presentment of the Ealkenny townsmen, that it was his wont, " in the 
aId^iss?"" tyme of Lent [to] take up otes of every plougheman of the countrey of Kyl- 
kenny, not paying money therfor, for to find his horse ;" and there is a further 
charge set out thus : — " Item, they present that Richard Sertall and Philip 
Purcell did feloniously, in the daye tyme, breake the house of Davy Tobyn, and 
there stale 2 horses." Such deeds, however, were by no means deemed ungen- 
/hid. tlemanly proceedings in those days, when might made right " The Lords 
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Puraell" ifl also presented by the Juiy of the town of Irishtown, as one of " the 

freeholders of the said countie of Kylkenny [who] doo use at their pleasure to 

charge their tenants, and all other the king's subjects within the said countie, 

with coyne and lyverey." At the same time James Purcell, the eon of Philip, mss., state 

for whom the monument was placed in the cathedral, was one of the Jury who 

formed " the Inquest of Gentlemen of the bodye of the Shyre of Kylkenny." 

James's succeeaor in the property was Thomas Purcell, who died in the month 

of August, 1585, and was found by inquisition to have been seised in fee of /"jw. Cam. 

the castle and lands of Foulksrath and Roestowne, comprising one-eighth part of c»r. 1. no. la, 

the proportion of land called " a Horseman's bed"', which he held from the Earl 

of Desmond'', as of his manor of Coulcrahine. He was succeeded by his son, 

Robert, who was then aged only fourteen years. Robert Purcell died on the 6th VK<t, Temp, 

January, 1635", leaving the property to be enjoyed for a brief period by his 

son, Philip, then forty years old, and married ; but a revolution soon swept 

over the land, and the Foulksrath branch of the Purcell family having, like 

most of the others, lost their patrimony by confiscation for their connexion 

with the rising of 1641, it was granted to a person named Bradshaw'', probably 

• " Horaemui'B bed" ma & term derived from Fulc'sBath, proDouoced moremodernly Foalk»- 

the BfHtem of taxation for the support of the nth, 

militu of the Tuious counties under English ' He eppearE to have been buried in the 

law. The county waa divided into so many dia- church of Coolcraheun, amongst the ruins of 

tricta, each district to supply, arm, and main- which.histomb, an altar-shaped monument, still 

tain a mounted soldier for the public service ; exists, but in a very dilapidated state. It bears 

and thus each such district came to be designated an inscription in Roman letters, as follovs:— . 

" a horseman's bed." hic . jacet . kobkbtvs > fvbcell . dx . fdvlks- 

"TbeEerlsof Ormonde were the lords of the bath , oknebobvb hlpiebi. 

manor from whom the Furcells held by pay- fecit . art , etlah bits . vzob . 

ment ofachiefry. The Earl of Desmond, alluded ellekob . fvbcell The cuver- 

to in the Inquisition above cited, was not one of ing slab is ornamented by a cross in relief, and 
the Geraldinea, but a Scotch adventurer. Sir on one of the supporting stones is an esoutcheon 
Richard Preston, whom King James created Earl of the Purcell arms, as on the tomb in the ca- 
of Desmond, and gave the Ormonde estates to, thedral, but with a boar for the crest, and the 
on his marrying the daughter of Thomas, the motto — Bpcg mba ik deo est. 
tenth Earl. The manor of Coolcraheen was, in 'A curious inscribed head-stone marks the 
the tliirteenth century, a possession of the De grave of Bradsfaaw, in the churchyard of Do- 
la Freynea, amongst whom a favourite Christian noughmore, near Ballyragget, and situate within 
name was Falc or Fulco. Heuoe, probably, two miles of Foulksrath Castle. 
2m2 
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a relative of the regicide of that name. The castle of Foulksrath still remfuns 
in good preservation, and affords evidence of the wealth and importance of its 
ancient proprietors. 

[27.] Mb{tai{ustKbonfa[teotifCixbiftti{t^nttarfta°l'n'iVl°.acn''.lfrii. 

Bns Iiot uxor qnof [afab^ (i'(i]icftt' tit^ Simi. 

Tb,a.V611Xioii : — [Here lieth] and vicM of Donfarte, ■who died the 

18tb day of January, A.D. ii.ccccc.l.vil the lord wife ; 

on whose eoula may God have mercy. Amen. 

This monument is partially covered by the ancient sedile vulgarly termed 
" St. Kieran'a Chair." It is ornamented by the arms of the Passion, and a heart 
pierced with swords ; but the most important portions of the inscription are 
hidden from view. 

[28.] mic.%[futq m' .txta' .\3bf.m.%ttida. 

WUAmt . van . tius . q . otifft . [ ] l>fe - [ ] mts' . [ ] anm . 

arif . mtcctcli . [ ]. 

Tkasslatioh: — Here lieth h.gcccc.lxti. And Leticia Walme, hia wife, 

who died the [ ] dayof the month of [ ] in the year of our Lord h.ccccc.lz [ ]. 

A fragment of a floor-slab which was ornamented with a segmental cross 
in relief, the stem surrounded by plaited bands, the inscription, in Old English 
characters, running round the edge. 

[29.] ^fc ■ %aia ■ ixinesi • at ■ tifs[cntus - btt ■ liom{nu]s - ^kfiolans - motsng ■ 
quiOa ■ tacellarP ■ iBtP • Mc[Ite ■ $ ■ wctw] ■ be ■ feiftet ■ q' ■ nbiit ■ ifiif ■ bit ■ mis' ■ (eb'arii- 
a" ■ b' ■ iW" • amc" • Mid" ■ tuC ■ aTi ■ p'pttirtut ■ W • amt ■ g|t»u» +. 

Translatioit: — Here lieth that honest and discieet [man], Master Nicholas Motyng 
formerly chancellor of this church, [and rector] of Kilder (Kilderry), who died on the 14th 
day of the month of February, H.ccccc.LXvm., on whose soul may God have mercy. Amen. 
Jesus. 

This appears to have been originally a floor-slab, but it now forms a portion 
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of an elaborate mural tomb erected in thefollowing century by theMurphy family. 
Motyng was, perhaps, related to the Murphya, and, therefore, they incorporated 
his tomb in their family monument, in doing which, however, they covered 
portions of the inscription with the bases of two pilasters which support the 
superstructure of the more modem work. The inscription, in Old English 
characters, runs round the edge of the slab, and the centre is carved with a 
segmental cross in relief; with floriated ornaments, and the sacred monogram 
in a small circle, on the stem. 

Nicholas Mothing, as chancellor of St. Canice's cathedral, witnessed, on the Onmmiu mss.. 
15th September, 1531, the definitive sentence of the Bishop of Ossory, depriving ""^ 
Elicia Butler, Abbess of Balkylyhym, alias De Bello Portu, of her office and 
dignity, in consequence of proof that she had dilapidated the convent, and mal- 
treated certain of the nuns, even "cum effusione sanguinis." In 1610 John iw. Pat., s 
Moutheing, son and heir of James Moutheing, the elder brother of" Sir Nicholas put, :^. a. 
Moutheing, late chancellor of St. Canice, Kilkenny," carried out a deed whereto 
his father was party, for the use of Thomas, Earl of Ormonde, which deed was 
dated 6th August, 1586. The family seems to have been settled in the town 
of Callan. In 1537 James Moteing, of Callan, was a member of the Jury who mss., sau 
passed the presentment of " the Commyners of the Countye of Kylkennye." P'v<W*^ 

[30.] [^it |a]tet niw (nfll' 6aU tfuSai iv? &u\it q' »m nC 

!({{ mts' m^'bcxf. 

Tbanslatioh : — Here lieth maeier William Vale, formerly of this 

church, who died the 2Ist day of the month of h.ccccc.lzzi. 

A fragment of a floor-slab, very much defaced and injured, — the inscription 
in raised Old EngUsh characters, and presenting in the date a rather unusual 
combination of Koman numerals. 

The person for whom the monument was designed was an ecclesiastic, and 
appears to have been precentor of the cathedral ; in all the documents of the 
period which we have seen, however, his name is written " Wale." On the Onmmdt mss., 
16th May, 1543, James, Earl of Ormond, appointed William Wale, precentor ^^'^'^^'^ 
of the church of Ossory, his attorney. In the year 1552 "S^ Wyllm Wale, ftraaiutoffiu 

t IriMotM. 
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Tobin, portreve of Irishtown, leaming that there was a quarrel and a weapon 
drawn amongst the servants of John Bale, then Bishop of Ossory, entered his 
lordship's palace, with " divers of his burgesses," and " then forfeyted ye weapon 
so drawne, and did leavy the frayes and bloodsheds don in the sayd Lord 
Bushopp's mano' house, with full consent of the Lord Bushopp, to n*^ the L. 
Buahopp did the rather yelde for that his predecessors, Bushopps of Osseiy, 
have time out of minde yielded the correction of such like to the portrive for 
the time being for ev'." 

[3L] fl^tc ^[el 1Etitar]ba8 39alln bintonus iVltintgaiet q' titiit 20 bculiT' 

1571. 

TBAK8LA.TI0N : — Here lietb [Kcha]rd Butler, Visoonnt Montgnrret, who died the 20tli 
of December, 1571. 

This monument was of the table form, but of its original supporting stones 
but one remtuns, namely, a side-slab, carved, in low relief, with the arms of the 
Passion, and a shield, bearing, quarterly, the arms of Butler and Fitzgerald of 
Kildare, with a crescent for difference, proving it to have originally belonged to 
the monument of a second son of Piera, Earl of Ormonde, and the Lady Mar- 
garet Fitzgerald, daughter of the Earl of Kildare. At either side of the shield 
are the letters 3Si 3S., which serve further to identify it with Richard Butler, 
first Viscount Moimtgarret. The persons who re-erected the monuments for 
Bishop Pococke placed this slab under the eflSgy of Piers, Earl of Ormonde, and, 
perceiving that the armorial bearings did not suit that personage, had them par- 
tially effaced by the chisel. When the late Marquis of Ormonde was arranging 
his ancestral monuments in the south transept, he replaced the efSgy of Earl 
Piers with that of Richard, Viscount Mountgarret, thus restoring the arms to 
their true owner ; but the monument is still sadly in need of careful restoration". 
In the armour of the sculptured effigy of Lord Mountgarret, here represented to 
a scale of 2 inches to 3 feet, the English fashion of the first half of the fifteenth 

• The present iaberitor of the title will, ve bead of the tfuailj, and canae a jadicioiu reito- 
troBt, pardon the eaggestion that he wonld da ration of hie ancestor's montunent to be carried 
well to follow the good example set him by the ont under proper Bupervision. 
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century is reproduced exactly. A vizored basinet still covers the head ; but, MoMtmniai 
instead of a camail, it has firmly attached to it a steel " gorget," or " hauBse-col," siau. pp. 58,59. 
which covers the throat, and rests upon the upper part of the " cuirass"*, to the 




lower rim of which are attached the taces; the arms and legs are defended by 
plate armour, as in Shortall's moaument, and a smaller sword, of the same cha- 
racter, is auapended over the right shoulder. The small tegulated plates between 
the taces and the cuirass, as shown in this effigy, are very curious. The joints 
between the cuirass and the rere braces, or defence of the arms above the elbow, 
are exposed in this figure. On English monuments these joints are generally 
represented as covered by plates of steel of various forms, placed in front of the 
shoulder. The cuirass is pigeon-breasted. 

This nobleman was the second son of Piers, Earl of Ormonde, and the Lady 
Margaret Fitzgerald, and seems to have inherited the high spirit of his parents. 
Lodge says he is " described to have been a KJiight of goodly personage, and as Archdaii'. 



man, and performed many great services to the Crown of England." From a 
very early period we find him taking an active part in all the military operations 
which engaged his father's attention, and leading the feudal retainers of the 
House of Ormonde in the absence of the Earl, or of his eldest son, Lord James. 
Richard Butler was engaged in the unfortunate foray into the Fitzpatricka' ter- Ormmd, uss., 

Kilkenny 
Cutle. 

'Called also a "breaatuid back." "TfaebreBte a jakke; and also it is more easje for every man 
^eveyth the legges nakeyd, and tbe backe is more to Ije in fy Ide in a jakke, then in a breste." — 
uneuye and pajnful to beie, for footemen, than AJD.ISIS.— State Paptrs,\c>Lii^ furtm., p. 21, 
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stait Papfr; litories, Id 1532, in which his brother Thomas was slain. In 1537 he was placed 

vol- li-t put ii]., 

p. 43G. in charge of the King's lands in Fasagh Bentry, and Old Ross, in the county of 

Wexford, for their protection against the Kavanaghs, and the same year he 

Id., p. 441. joined the Lord Deputy Grey at the seige of O'Connor's strong castle of 

Dangan, subsequently designated Philipstown, bringing with him a force of 

horse and foot to aid the royal cause, his father being unable to attend in person 

Id., p. 556, and ffom being laid up with a sore knee. In 1538 he was appointed Constable of 

p. 49.''' ' the King's Castle of Ferns, and defended it against the Kavanagha, who besieged 

it As a recompense for bis services, says Lodge, " the Lords of the Council, in 

their letter to the Lord Deputy, St. Leger, dated at "Windsor, 5th August, 1550, 

Archdairs transmitted the directions of King Edward VL to create him Viscount Mount- 

T^Tit* p. -1%' garret, which was accordingly done by patent bearing date, at Dublin, 23rd 

October following. He was continued as Constable of Ferns in the reign of 

Queen Mary, and, in 1559, was in two several commissions for the preservation 

of the peace in the counties of Kilkenny, Tipperary, and Wexford during the 

absence of the Lord Deputy Sussex in the north on his expedition against 

Shane O'Neill. 

[32.] ^it ^eet ^atiftius lEUrin quonH' bflle bilfcenii hurgts' q' oliitt b" Iiie 
jnensfs februarfi 1581 <St Joanna J^ofDlan ttxoi t'P q otiit b° ttit S&xmi% betnn* 
bife 1575. 

Tbamslatios : — Here lieth Patrick Eerin, formerly burgess of the town of Kilkenny, 
who died the 5th day of the month of February, 1581 ; and Joanna Nowlan, his wife, w)io 
died the 5th day of the month of December, 1575. 

A floor-slab, muchwom, but apparently without ornamentation. The inscrip- 
tion, in Old English characters, runs round the edge. The name of Kerin was 
common in the county and city of Kilkenny at the period ; but no member of 
the family rose to any position of distinction. 

[33.] [J^ft] ^aut (!Cf)TtetopI)otufi gafnetis qtionb* oMoriensfs epus q' obiit iiC Hie 
iMwte augustf a°.li*. itt°.tHtt°.lo1>f". 

Translaiioti : — Here lieth Christopher Gafney, formerly Bishop of Ossoiy, who died 
the 3id day of the month of August, A.D. k.cggcc.lxxti. 
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A floor-slab, ornamented by an interlaced segmental croBB, here faithfully 
engraved. The mitre and pastoral staff of the prelate are carved in the monu- 



ment, and the former is doubtless a tolerably faithful representation of the "new 
mitre set with precious stones," given by Bishop Snell to his church. The seep.86,r 
crozier is also of much earlier fashion than the age of Bishop Gafney. It 
is extremely probable that cross-slabs were manufactured beforehand, and 
kept in stock by the masons of the period : this may account for the fact that 
the reformed prelate is conunemorated by a style of monument in general use 
before the Keformation, but subsequently almost entirely confined to the 
members of the Roman Catholic Chiuxih in Ireland. For a memoir of Bishop 
Gafney the reader is referred to the forthcoming " History of the See of Ossory." 

[34.] [BjoInU qtumli' manatot [tt] barges* bflle lifbrmftam Stflfcrnf q' 

obilt 8 bit [ ] t hatgnte q* obftt [ ] i^ nunsfs 

[ ] tt Qlina . . . VMxtP .{{. iA(it 30 trft iVUnsis manfi 1579. 

Tbanslatiom: — .... [D]owli, formerly merchant and burgess of the Irishtown of 

Kilkenny, who died on the 8th day of [ ] burgess, who died 

the day of the month of [ ], and Elina . . . his wire,wbo died on the 30th 

day of the month of March, 1579. 

A fragment of a floor-slab, bearing an interlaced cross, Uke that on No. 39- 

[35.] I^fc . ^atet -lEteunenti^ pattt ^(tiolans . baUtit . q'nlT ossot' . Xpns . q' . 
Dbfit . &ie mtfl' . imetiils xifif SC b' fSC b' Ixxxb°. 

Tbanslation : — Here lieth the reverend father Nicholas Walshe, formerly Bishop of 
Ossory, who died on the 14th day of December, A.D. 1585. 
2n 
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A plain altar tomb, without the interlaced cross. The inscription, in Old 
English characters, runs round the edge of the top slab. The monument, unlike 
most of those in the cathedral, seems never to have been disturbed. It stands 
under the most eastern window of the south side-aisle. 

For a memoir of Bishop Walshe the reader is referred to the forthcoming 
" History of the See of Ossory." 

[36.] ®ui tlarf fuetant fil('spcs([' alma partntu 

SSouTtfitTf (S^iolus Jpnberfcusq* ^fifl^fias 
Otia KmmBtura sftnul fltbflfs nunt contfsil ntna 
JVtoitt fun ^nbtnlt fifrq' stntxq' caliit 

®uoium Hltet obiit 17 lift Sbeptmfids 1584 

mut bEff Die mattii »" 1587. 

Translation: — Charles and Frederick-Philip Bourcbier, who were tha fair sons and 
fond hope of their parents. The mournful urn now covers their immature remains together. 
By death falls the boy, the youtb, the mature man, and the aged. One of them died on the 
17tb da; of September, 1584. The other on the 8th day of March, 1587. 

A mural tablet, at present fised in the north chapeL The inscription, in 
Old English characters, is sculptured beneath a shield carved in high relief; 
the Bourchier knot appears several times on the tablet, and on slabs in the 
pavement beneath. The shield is charged with the achievement of Sir George 
Bourchier, and his wife, viz., per pale, Dexter side: — 1. A cross engrailed between 
four water bougets ; 2. A fess between fourteen billets, eight in chief, and six in 
base ; 3. Quarterly per fess indented, ermine countercharged ; 4. A fret ; 5. Three 
oak leaves, slipped; 6. Aclievronbarrynebuly offour ; 7. Two bendlets wavy ; 
8. Two bars each charged with three bezants ; 9. Five fusils conjoined in fess ; 
10. Three arches pillared. Sinister side: — 1. On a band between six cross 
crosslets fitchee, an escutcheon charged with a demy lion rampant ; 2. Three 
lions passant gardant in pale, in chief a label of three points ; 3. Chequy; 4. A 
lion rampant. 

The two young members of the noble house of Bourchier, for whom this 
tablet was erected, were children of Sir George Bourchier, son of John, second 
Earl of Bath, Commander of the Forces in Ireland, and Master of the Ordnance 
in the reign ofQueen Elizabeth, by his wife, Martha, fourth daughter of the first 
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Lord Ho'ward of Effingham. The military duties of Sir George appear to have PaeataHibtmia 
frequently brought him to Kilkenny. In the year 1600, when the Earl of ToLi,p.49.' 
Ormonde was treacherously taken prisoner at a conference by Oltfore, the Lord 
Preaident of Munater, who narrowly escaped falling into the same trap, left Sir 
George Bourchierin command of the troops in Kilkenny, and to ward the EarVs 
castles, and protect his Countess and daughter. He received a grant of the 
manor of Onath, county of Tipperary, from Queen Elizabeth, was appointed 
High Conimiesioner for Ecclesiastical Causes, and elected Member of Parlia- 
ment for the King's County. He was knighted by Sir William Darcy, Lord mss., office of 
Justice of Ireland in 1579, and died on the 24th September, 1605. His issue Anu. ' 
were seven sods, of whom the eldest surviving, Henry, succeeded to the family 
title on the failure of heirs male in the elder branches, and was the seventh and 
last Earl of Bath. Another son, Sir John Bourchier, was knighted by Sir 
George Carey, Lord Justice, 24th March, 1610, and died, unmarried, 25th 
March, 1615. The other children — Charles-Frederick, Philip, George, William, 
and Thomas — all died young. There are extant accounts of the funeral 
ceremonies of Sir George and Sir John amongst the records of the Ulster King- 
of-Arms, Dublin Castle. 

[37.] I^ft facet bnos Uobntus CSafiiB [ODBpcnan* q' obifl xix trie iVUns* 
septtmbria a° a' 0i'ata%anC' 

TaAHSLATiON : — Here lieth Master Robert GoTney, chaplain, who died the 19th day of 
September, A. D. i(.ccccc.lzzzzi. 

A floor-slab, ornamented with a segmental cross in relief, interlaced, and the 
shaft surrounded by interplaiting bands, similar in character to the tomb of Bishop 
Gafney, who was doubtless a relative of this ecclesiastic. The inscription, in 
Old English characters, runs round the edge of the slab. 

Robert Gafney signed a bishop's lease, as witness, on the 20th September, o™o«a*w., 
1574, and styled himself "Treasurer of the cathedral of St. Canice." The cutie. ' 
representative of this family in the following century. Captain George Gafney, ^^^^Jr*^ 
of the Irishtown of Elilkenny, commanded a company in Colonel Edward &^^^l iii., 
Butler's regiment of foot, in the army of King James, at the Boyne, and was 7,i^^,„f 
attainted and deprived of his property by the Parliament of William and Maiy. j^^{!^j,,_ 
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[38.] I^ic . tacct . ^^gmas . ¥raib[»cfc] . Quoittia . burgH* . bflle . lEtfliunft . 40! . 

obUt . X . bfe . scpuir' . 0° . Im' [®t Babfb ycm]bnc& . Blius . Utd . 

tfiomt . q' . obfft . 14 . bfc . nusfs . Ono&ris . Si" . b* . 1590 

A . fiUus . btttf . Xabfli . una . ram a . Sftagset . t . (EDatfiaTEna . 

Sittbcr gmas . obfft . 25 . ^nnarff . 1616 onus . 

prdnorum . bfacomftum 

. . . . ^Ifcfa . raagtt . obiil . 21 85 . IKatltBifna . 0tt|Kr . obfit . 

Mi . films . bfctf . ^boittt ■ pembnrii ^anna . Slagget . 

uxor . btttf 

Trarslatiob : — Here lieth Thomas Pembrock, fonnerly bnrgess of the town of Eil- 

kenQj, who died on the 10th Aaj of September, A. D [And David Pem]brock, 

son of the said Thomas, who died on the 14th day of October, A. D. 1591 

[Pembro]ck, son of the said David, together with [Alicija Ragget and Catherine Archer 

omaB died on the 25th day of January, 1616 one of the fiiBt 

■herifEs Alicia Ragget died the 2l8t day of . . . 

[15J85. Katharine Archer died son of the said Thomas 

Fembiock Joanna Ragget, wife of the said 

A fragment of a floor-slab, omameDted with interlaced segmental cross (like 

that on No. 33, p. 271, supra), and bands. The original inscription ran round 

the edge, but subsequent additions were made, which caused the bands to be 

almost entirely used for that purpose. The characters are Old English. 

f>rm<mib MSB., Six Roger de Pembroke, Knight, seems to have been au extensive landed 

fiot. Mm., proprietor in the vicinity of the town of Kilkenny, in the beginning of the four- 

B^Ed. III., in. tggjjtij century ; and John de Pembroke was sheriff of the Cross in 1332. The 

ThiMnttAn. David Pembroke of the monument was portreve oflrishtown in 1575 ; and in 

ikfChrpotaiim 1594 Thomas Fitz-David Pembroke filled the same office. About the same 

jtoUofAtco'inu time the latter was fined in the Ecclesiastical Court for absenting himself firom 

Cfli.™ fieri™- divine service according to the Reformed rites. However, in the year 1609, 

84ch'to ssot the Sovereign and Corporation having obtmned a new charter from King James, 

co^mraHiM Cheating their chief magistrate a mayor, and the area of his jurisdiction a city, 

"^^^^, Thomas Pembroke and Walter Eyan were thereby nominated the first two 

^****- civic sheriffs of Kilkenny. This circumstance is alluded to in the mutilated 
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portion of the inBcriptioD on the tomb. In 1617 and 1619 Richard Pembroke o«m^MB»». 
was sheriff of the city, and in 1644 David Pembroke filled the same office. ' 

The latter was, probably, the " Mr. Pembroke, merchant," who, in the Deposi- HS&,Trin. Oirfi- 
tionsof 1641, is denounced as one of the "cheefe citizens" who encouraged the 
rebels to plunder the Protestant inhabitants. 

[39.] ^fc^atet QhtlKelm* 9ono(|!)oti quonba butjjmsis bflle tie Xristoune %vata 
ftdbitfa q' obfft tiff ti(r tm* nobmbris 9° n' 1597 Q ®at!)tdna iElonf tf^ uxor q" tAiit 
[ ] 

TBA5SLATI0N : — Here lieth William Donoghou, fonnerly burgess of the town of Irish- 
town, adjoining Kilkenny, who died the 13th day of November, A.D. 1597. And Cathe- 
rine Moni, his wife, who died [ ]. 

This monument bears a graceful and elaborately interlaced cross issuing 
from a calvary ; at each side of the shaft are the emblems of the Passion ; 



above are carved the sun and moon, denoting Christ and the Church. The 
monument is here carefully engraved to a scale of half an inch to a foot. 

The person for whom this monument was placed appears by his name to have 
been a member of the ancient septofCDonnchadha, the head of which was for- 
merly amongst the principal chieftains, or reguli, of Ossory, and seated at Gowran. 
The magnificent abbey of Jerpoint, founded by Donough O'Donnchadha in the 
end of the twelfth century, affords sufficient evidence of their wealth and power. 
The name has modernly been corrupted into Dunphy : and we find the member 
of the family who was interred in the cathedral, and who appears to have been 
a trader and member of the Corporation of Irishtown, called indifferently 
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Donoghou and Dunphy io the municipal records. He was elected bailiff of 
I Irishtown in 1578 ; portreve in 1582 ; and auditor of the Corporation accounts 
in 1585 and 1586. In the year 1597 eighteen of the burgesaes of the Irish- 
town, who were also freemen of Kilkenny, having joined in legal proceedings 
taken by the former Corporation to resist the encroachments of the municipal 
body of the latter town upon their privileges, the Kilkenny Corporation pro- 
ceeded by a formal resolution, set out in the Great Red Book of Kilkenny, to 
the deprivation of all such parties of their civic rights, ordering that " the 
Sovereigne shall certifie to Waterforde their names, and to Bristoll, to the ende 
that they shall nott take benefit of the freedome of this Towne." Amongst the 
merchants thus disfranchised, and first on the list, was William Donoghou, and 
subsequently James and John Mony, who were, probably, relatives of his wife. 
However, a few days subsequently, the Kilkenny Corporation made the follow- 
ing order: — "fforasmuch as William Dunphy and John Mony, of the Iriah- 
towne, came before the sovereign since the last Friday, and were sworne upon 
the Evangelists not to contribute to any chaise in the suit against this Corpo- 
ration, according to the order taken in that behalf; it is agreed by the Corpora- 
tion that they shall be restored to their former freedome." It appears, from 
the inscription on the monument, that William Donoghou or Dunphy died the 
same year in which these proceedings took place. 

[40.] I^it \mx HI'S % 0:V% tt" Sllana ISailer nobfUssfmf bfif ti' ^ttri 39utln 

®nnon{s (Somflis fiUa % uxor quonUa jria tlatissfmf tr* BonaQif otrfen tttmontifiE tomttfs 

q obfil 2 bfe ^uUf 1597. 

Translation: — Here lieth the illuBtrious and noble Lady EUena Butler, daughter of 
the noble lord Peter Butler, Earl ofOrmonde, and late the pious wife ofthe mortiUuatrious 
lord Donald O'Brien, Earl of Thomond, who died the 2nd of July, 1597. 

This monument appears to have been ori^nally a floor-slab, but to have 
been modemly set up as an altar-tomb, and on supporting stones which have no 
proper connexion with it. The slab Is adorned with a cross in relief, sur- 
rounded by the emblems of the Passion and Crucifixion, so as to be almost a 
fac-simile of the tomb of William Donoghou, last described. The inscription, 
in Old English characters, runs roimd the edge. The front supporting stones 



yGooQie 



CHAP, n.] INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. 277 

represent five figuree in perpendicular Grothic niches, three being intended for 
Apostles, and two for other saints ; but they are obviously fragments which 
had no original connexion, and are but roughly put together. 

Lady Ellen Butler was the sixth and youngest daughter of Pierce, Earl of 
Ormonde. Her marriage with Donogh O'Brien took place before 1533, as a 
member of the Irish Government, apparently Alen, Master of the Rolls, in a 
Report written in that year to Cromwell, minister of Henry VIII., as to the 
means of remedying the " mysorders" of the country, mentions that — " ThErle «o*» ftp*., 
of Oseorie hath maryed oon of his doughters to M^Gyllipatrick, and, is denyzyn, I. ni. ^ ' 
whome I kuowe, thErle of Ossory willing, wolbe conformable to the same (the 
king's peace and English usages). Obrenea elder son, whoo is the moste man 
of power emongis the Irishrie, hath maried another doughter of thErle of 
Ossories, who may be like allurid, and is also denysyn." This Donough, 
known by the sobriquet of " the fat," was eldest son of Connor O'Brien, chief- 
tain, or, in the estimation of the native Irish, King of Thomond ; but, being a ArchdaU'* 
minor at his Other's death, he was set aside &om the succession by his uncle, p«tagt,yaLii 
Murrough, on the principle of tanistry. We give this statement on the autho- ^ 
rity of Lodge; but Donough must indeed have been very young when he 
formed the matrimonial alliance with Lady Ellen Butler, if the statement be 
correct, as his father-in-law. Earl Pierce, in writing to the Government on the 
17th January, 1536, speaks of Connor O'Brien as being then still, or at least suat Paptrm. 
during the previous year, alive, remarking; — " And ower that, yf I did not, to p. aso, n. 
my great cost and charge, kepe Obrens son, my son in lawe, from yoyning with 
his father, and other his kynnesfolkes, the Brens, in maner as an outlawe uppon 
his contre, they wold have joyned in werre with Thomas of Kyldare, or nowe." 
Donough probably foresaw that his uncle, the Tanist, would stand in his way 
of succeeding to the chieft^nship of his clan, and, therefore, sought the con- 
nexion with the house of Ormonde, with the view of obtaining their powerful 
interest towards securing him in the seigniory, of which, according to English 
usage, he was the rightful heir*. This expectation was ultimately fulfilled, but 

* Donmigh O'Brien's ADglo-Irish mntrimonul an Englub officer sent by tbe Lord Deputy in 

oonnezion wu probably u distasteful to his fa- charge of some troops which accompanied tbe 

tber as to tbe rest of bis clan, since it appears to retinae of Lord James Butler, eldest son of the 

have oaosed a feud between them. Af Party, Earl of Omonde, in an expedition to Cork and 
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not for many ye&irs, as his uncle, Murrough, seized upon, and retained, the pro- 

siais Pupt", perty and tide, during his life. The Butlers, aided by the Government, exerted 

pp. 800, 881, ' themselves for a time to restore Donough to hia father's position, by making 

hostile inroads into the O'Briens' country, and besieging their principal castles, 

which they handed over, when taken, to Donough; but he was unable to hold 

them when the troops sent to his assistance were withdrawn, the clan refusing 

to acknowledge his claims to the chieftainship in opposition to those of his 

An;hd«n'. imcle. In the yearI543 Murrough's right was acknowledged, as a matter of expe- 

PMr<q»,Toi.a, diency, by the Crown ; and, having proceeded to England, and made an humble 

''''' ~ ' and free submission to the king, entering into an imdertaking to observe 

English customs and laws for the future, he was created Earl of Thomond for 

life, and Baron of Inchiquin, with remainder to the heirs male of his body ; 

whilst, as some recompense to Donough for his injustice to him, he was, at the 

same time, created Baron of Ibrackan, with the right of succession to the 

Earldom of Thomond at Murrough's death. Donough did accordingly succeed 

to that honour on his iincle's decease, and handed it down to his posterity. He 

died in 1553, leaving two sons and three daughters by his wife, the Lady Ellen 

Butler, who appears to have survived him for forty-four years. 

Limerick in the year 1535, in writing an uxoaat vy 11 dea;» the Eyng noo help, nor ayde of do 

of what occurred on the occasion to Cromwell, mane, bat thys Tnglyche cap^n, with hy« bon- 

mentionH that near Limerick they " mett with derythe and od of Ynglysche men, to goe with 

Lorde Jamys hys brother ilaw, wbyche ys me apon my father and myn nncyll, the wycbe 

Brens tone. And hys seyng ys thye to my are the kyngea enemya, and apon the Tryche 
Lorde Jamya: — ' I have marryd yoor eyster; men, that nererTDglysche mane were amongeg; 
and for bycawys that I have marryd yonrayster, and yff that I do hurt or harme, or that ther 

1 have fonakyn my father, myn unkyll, and all be eny myetrust, I wyl put in plegys, as good as 
my frendes, and my counterey, to cume too yow ye schall reqnyer, that I Bchall hart no Yng- 
to helpe too doo the Kyog serrya. I have ben lysche mane, but apon the wyld Iresche men 
•ore wouded, and I have no rewarde, nor nothyng that are the Kynges enymes. And for all syche 
to leve apon. What wold ye hare me do ? Yff lond, aa I schall conquyer, yt schall be att the 
that y t wold please the Eynges Grace to take Eynges pleser to sett Ynglysehemen in yt, to be 
meuDto hys servys, and that yow wyll cum in holden oftheKyng, as hys pleser achall be ; and 
to the ounterey, and bryng with yow a pece of I too reffewys all syche Yrishe faahyons, and to 
ordynance to wyn a castell, the whyche castell order my self after the Ynglyche lawes, and all 
ys namyd Carygognyllyn [Carrigognnnellj, and that I cane make, ore conquer. Off thys I defter 
Hys Grace to geve me that, the whych never a nawnswate.* " — StaU Papers, voL ii., part iiL, 
was nou Ynglyche manes thes 200 yere, and I p. 365. 
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1^41.] ^fc 3lattttt ^(atofius g^tnlUgn be SOellsfennun quf olifit prfmo bEe Jfebntaitf 
1597 H tSsfbfa toben tP iuot q obfii 2 bft Jlbnsfs noticinlirffl 1570 ®t yatdcfns Sbent- 
Itfin filfns smintrns eor' q' obfit nf trfi iVUnsto febtuatii 1607, et imatganta Sbbee cf^ 
uxor q obfft [ ] ti(e iWensis [ ]. 

Tbakslatiom : — Here lie James St. Leger, of Balljfennon, who died the 1st day of 
February, 1597, and Egidia Toben. his wife, who died the 2ad day of the month of No- 
vember, 1570. And Patrick St Leger, thdr second son, who died the Slst day of the month 
of Febroary, 1607, and Margaret Shee, his wife, who died the [ ] day of the month 

«f[ ]• 

A floor-slab, the only ornament sculptured on which is an escutcheon at 
the right-hand corner, at the top, which is charged with a bend, and over it a 
legend, very much defaced, but evidently the words bin gultn aigtn, signi- 
fying, we presume, argent, a bend gules. The inscription, in Old English 
characters, runs round the edge till it passes the escutcheon, when it takes an 
oblique direction, leaving the lefl-hand corner of the slab plain. 

The family for whom this monument was placed in the cathedral probably 
was planted in Kilkenny by Geffrey St Leger, wheu created Bishop of Ossory 
in 1260 ; or they may have made a more ancient settlement in the place, as 
that prelate was treasurer of the cathedral before his elevation to the episcopal 
throne. William St. Leger was seneschal of the Liberty of Kilkenny in 1312. ax. Afm., 
He was seated at Tullaghanbrogue, a property which remained in his family until n« bm, 
forfeited in the seventeenth century, in consequence of the adherence of his 
descendants to the cause of the Stuarts. In 1359 King Edward IIL ordered JUt. M«m..tt 
*' our beloved valet," John de St. Leger, to be paid for the services of himself m. 19. ' ' 
and another man at arms at lid., and eighteen hobellars at 4d,, per day, in the 
suite of Almeric de St. Almand, against the O'Mores. This John was " Gustos 
Facis" of Kilkenny in the following reign, and that office, as well as the shrievalty 
of the Liberty, was frequently held by members of the family during the two 
following centuries. The representative of the house in 1537 was styled, in the mss., siau 
presentments of the time, " the lord" St. Leger, and denounced as an exactor "^^ 
of coyne and livery from his tenantry. The St Legers of Ballyfennon, or, as 
we find it written everywhere save in the inscription above given, Ballyfenner, 
2o 
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or Ballyfennor, appear to have been an offshoot of the Tullaghanbrogue family, 
although the armorial insignia on their tomb in the cathedral do not correspond 
with the arma on monuments of members of the latter house in the church- 
yard of Bumchurch, county of Kilkenny. These tombs at Bumchurch show 
escutcheons corresponding exactly with the arms of the present Doneraile 
family ; nevertheless, the seal of Edmond St. Leger, appended to a document 
of the year 1526, in Kilkenny Caetle', displays a bend between an annulet and 
a lion rampant, which resembles more nearly the arms on the monument of the 
Ballyfennor branch, in the Cathedral. We find Robert St. Leger possessed of 
Ballyfennor about the year 1560: he was probably father of James, of the monu- 
ment. Patrick, the second son of James, who, as appears by the inscription, 
died in 1607, was appointed clerk of the crown and of the peace for the county 
of Kilkenny on the Ist February, 1581. The elder brother was Robert, who 
died in the month of August, 1635, leaving the lands of Fennerstown, alias 
Ballyfennor, and Keilenebolle, alias Boltreanell, in the county of the city of 
Kilkenny, to his son James, then aged ten years, but who subsequently, on 
the 7th May, 1662, was adjudged attainted as having been a leader of Irish 
rebels, and his property was accordingly confiscated. 



* There ftre several documents in Kilkenn; 
Coatle which dispUy the sturdy attitude of the 
freeholders of the count; when they considered 
themselves uojustly burdened by the ministers 
of the Crown for State purposes It must be 
premised that, in 1524, the Commissioners sent 
over from England to adjudicate on the diffe- 
rences between the Earls of Kildare and Or- 
monde, bonnd the latter lord, under a penalty 
of 1000 marks, for himself and thef^eeholders of 
the county of Kilkenny, that there should be a 
snfficient force of armed men maintained for the 
defence of the district, for the support of whom 
the Earl and freeholders should be rated accord- 
ing to the extent of their respective properties. 
And in case the freeholders would not consent 
to contribute, Ormonde was empowered and en- 
joined to " cesse the men of warre, equally and 
indifferently, withoute parcialitye;" but in case 



he saw reason to increase the ordinary force, be 
was directed to call blether the gentlemen, free- 
holders, and inhabitants, and do nothing save by 
their advice and consent; and that the country 
should " not be charged with black men [Le. 
men in hempen jacks — see p. 269, eupral, saving 
captaynea, sharefes, as atlway is asid." — StaU 
Papert, vol. iL, part iii., p. 1 12. The result was 
the following curious manifesto of the freeholdera 
of the county of Kilkenny : — 

" To all men that this plsentwiy ting shaJl hir, 
Bee,orred,beytknowynethatwbetH8thekyngf 
comisyoners at ther beyng in this land, emong 
dyuJrs other dyryccioos and ordrs tskyne by 
theme, haue ordred that the Erll of Ormond in- 
differently shold cau8 eujry manew'in his countre 
to haue Buffycent men of warre after the rate of 
his land as horsemen and kerne, and in cas the 
awners of the landf wooll not so do that then 
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[42.] I^fc ^acet ffitotafus Sbatiatigt filfns fiScorgff Sbaiu&st qtumtram Mt StnininU 
burgtnsfs q;' ob(it [ ] &Et mensfs [ ] Sn.9 mccct[[ ]. 

Hic . UCET Fiura MAKCAasTA [sic] . Sawadqb. 

Tranblatioii : — Here lietK George, tlie son of George Savaiige, formerly burgees of 
the town of Kilkenny, who died the .... day of the month of [ ], A.D. 15[ ]■ 

Here lieth son of Margaret Sawadge [ ]. 

A floor-slab, the centre ornamented with an interlaced segmental cross in 
relief, resembling that on Bishop Gafne/s monument (No. 33, supra). The 
inscriptiona nm round the edge, and the datea are left imperfect, the tomb 
having been erected during the life of George Savadge. The first inscription 
is in Old English characters; the second, which was obviously added at a 
much later period, is in Roman letters. 

The Savages were a respectable mercantile family in Kilkenny, and held Cbnuirf a 
municipal offices in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, Robert cuoT' 
Savage having been sovereign of the town so early as 1444. 

the sayd Erll Bhold cease men of warre eqiuly frome tyme to tynte aa have done at all other 

to be ressident vppon the saida landf for the de- seasaonB in tymes past except only that the said 

fence therof^ and yf the said EiU aawe needfull Erll ahold levlay no horsmen nore kerne in the 

that aholding of other men of were ahold be contrebutonly bybylL Itmeiawyttenswhereof 

broght in to the conntre abow the nObre that the aaii gentlmen and freholdera have vuto this 

wer reaaydent in the contre, that then he ahold tber agrement aett ther seallya etc', and thia 

have the conaent and agrement of the gentlmen ordre to be kep till the aaid Erll and the fre- 

and fi^olders of the contre thervnto, whych holders of the contre agre to a bett' ordre. 

ordre and dyreccione the stud Erll Immedyat Wryttin the iz day of August, Anny Rygny 

after hia dep'ting frome the said comisaioaJB Begi [»ic] Henrio' Octavi xviii". 

exhibited and shewed be for all the gentlmen " Jamea ShortalL John Grace. Edmon Sieger 

and freholdera of his said contre, and for aa mocfae [St L^er]. Patrick PoraaelL James Swythman. 

sa the aaid ordre aod dyreccion waa atrang vnto Roland Barron. Fnlc Den. Walter Walsb. £d- 

the aaid gentlmen and freholdera and alao con- mood BlanchfelL" 

trarye to suche cuatomes of retayneyog of people Endorsed: — "An Instrum* made by the free- 
as they hsTe vsid at all aeaaona for ther defence, holders of the Com of Ejlke' to pntt in men 
theywoldin nowyee condysendto thatdyreccyon of warre for defence of the contry to the Earle 
batwold that the saidErllsholdTaaetherdefence of Ormod. Dated the xviii Henrici octa-ri" 
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[43.] ^{c {actt fS.\tmM ^afoagt q[ti^ bnrgtnsfs 

[*]ta)laa Sbt&te uioi eC q ob£(t [ ] toft mw' [ ] a" S* inaca[ ] 

HABOTS CkSTVKLL. 

Tkansutioh: — Here lieth Thomas Sa wage, fonnerlj burgess [N]icolaa 

Shee, his wife, who died the . . . day of the month of A. D, 15 

[Rijchaid Cantwell. 

This ia a floor-alab, a portion of which has been broken off and lost It 
was ornamented with an interlaced segmental croBs, similar to No. 42. The 
first inscription, in Old English characters, ran round the edge ; the second 
inscription, in Roman letters, runs along bj the shaft of the c^^ws, beginniogat 
the base, which is the injured portion of the tomb. 

Thomas Savage was presented by the Irishtown Jury, in 1537, as a " gray 
merchant" and forestaller. A-Tbomas Savage, who could scarcely be the same 
pers6D, waaportreve of Irishtown in 1639. A Richard Cantwell was, in 1537, 
presented by the verdict of the Commons of the town of Kilkenny, as one of 
two hundred persona engaged in regrating com, which they bought up in the 
farmers' bams at harvest at 2s. per bushel, and sold at the end of the year at 
XOa. per bushel, to the grievous harm of the poor. This Richard Cantwell 
served at the same time on the Jury of Inshtown, who presented several other 
persons as acting most reprehensibly in forestalling and regrating. He was 
nominated auditor of the accounts of the Corporation of Irishtown in 1552 
and 1555. 

[44.] |^£c ■ 3|atet ■ fttontefM ■ feele ■ e modna ■ uufielan • a* ■ a'- 

itt'c'-£afil[ ]. 

TBAMBtATioB: — Here lieth Dennis Kelly [and his wife], Morina Whelan, A.D. 
154[ ]. 

A floor-slab, ornamented with a segmental cross of the type of the tomb of 
William Holohan, the weaver, engraved at page 285, infra; the shaft, however, 
near its centre expands into a small circle, in which is cut the sacred monogram, 
S.^.^., in relief. The shaft is also surrounded by a profusion of interlacing 
bands. The inscription, which is imperfect in one place from an injury, and 
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Id another from the date having been left partially uacut, is in Old English 
characters, and runs round t^e edge of the tomb. 

Dennis Eelly was one of the two bailiffs appointed by tlie Corporation of n< mm am- 
Irishtown for the year 1575. 

[45.] |^(t ^cit Innat' SOrfn rt iUaigmta funlocb. 
TaAKSUTioB: — Here lieth Dooatus Brin and Margaret Scerlock [Sherlock]. 

A floor-slab, of which the upper portion has been broken away and lost. 
It was ornamented with a cross, but the shaAi, with graduated base, only remains. 
On the right side are sculptured, in reUef, two adzes, an auger, and carpenter's 
square, one side of which is graduated in inches. On the left side the inscrip- 
tioQ, in Old English characters, runs parallel with the shafl of the cross. No 
date was ever carved on the tomb. 

[46.] iStbtHnaSbtiHnntlrfctfiJiome obfit [ ] 

bictf %kat1ii obfft 



Tbahblation : — And Belina Shee, wife of the sud Thomas died 

[ ] of the 8ud lUcbard died 

A fragment of a floor-slab, with a portion of the base of a cross. 

[47.] . . . . )m» bt bBlitfibst ac it tlof^ibeflt f nm 



fstt 

Teabblatioh: — .... lord ofBalintobyr and of Cloigfaoordeile in the coan[ty of 
Tipperary] .... this 

A fragment of a floor-slab, with part of the base of a cross. The branch of 
the Cantwell family settled in the county of Tipperary was descended from 
Gilbert de Kentewell, who, as appears by the original charter preserved amongst TVwuochm* 
the Ormonde Evidences, was a sub-infeudatory to Theobald Fitz Walter, first Ardt. &»., vol 
Butler of Ireland. The monument, when perfect, probably commemorated a "*■' ''■ '**' 
son of William Cantwell, " dominus de Ballyntobyr et Cloghecordely," who, 
with his wife, Mai^aret Butler, was buried beneath a monument in Eilcooly 
Abbey, dated, A.D. 1528. 
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Tombs op the Seventeenth Centdey. — The monuments of this period are 
numerous, comprising twentj-three bearing dates, besides six undated ones. 
There are not anj effigial tombs in this century — elaborate, but tasteless and 
clumsy, mural monuments taking their place. The use of the interlaced cross 
prevailed during the earlier years, but was gradually laid aside. 

[48.] |^ic-3[attl-¥(tn>Rtwl8"1«*»*'"''8-OteSb^*nnbr(»l-601- ffit- 
tuor - dus ■ l^anna - ioals^e - qnee * obiit ■ 29 ■ Qfe ■ ^ntiadi - 1608. 

Tbarsution : — Here lieth Peter Bolger, viio died on the 8tb day ofSeptember, 1601, 
and hia wife, Joanna Walshe, who died on the 29th day of January, 1608. 

A floor-slab ornamented by a oross of the patt^e form, combined with the 
sacred monogram. On the base of the cross is the name of the sculptor in 
Boman capitals, as follows : — ofifice ice waltebo ebben. Beneath the I.H. S., 
at either side of the stem of the cross, is a shield. That at the dexter side 
bears an animal's head (resembling a rabbit) couped, in chief three trefoils, 
impaling Walshe. The shield on the sinister side is charged with the arms of 
Walshe, a chevron between three arrow-heads erect All carved in relief, but 
now nearly obliterated. The inscription, in Old English characters, runs round 
the edge. 

Bamaby Bolger was denounced in the presentments of 1537 as a great fore- 
staller, and Bishop Bale enumerates him amongst those who gave opposition to 
his proceedings. Pierce Bolgier, evidently the person for whom this monu- 
p. 461. ment was placed, was amongst the traders who were disfranchised by the Cor- 

Mss., Tbum poration of Kilkenny in 1597, for upholding the conflicting prerogatives claimed 
c/«-*'. (#«. ^y j.jjg Corporation of Irishtown. 

[49.] IQfc facet Xoants jnanb (SttumUB ^ftiftatfs letflfcenfce trargensfs q' ohfft 
23'>lr[e3etniiI>Tte 1601 £t iVtateanta l&iane oxot efas q" obift 9° bU lanttaiU 1609. 

Tbabslation : — Here lieth John Marob, fonaerl; a burgess of the city of Kilkenny, 
vho died tbe 23rd day of December, 1601 ; and Margatet Riane, his wife, who died the 
9th day of January, 1609. 

A floor-slab ornamented with the sacred monogram in relief, having a small 



A/w Qfire. 
HarUan Mc 
erBaay, ed. 
1810, ToL r 
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Maltese cross arising from the letter B. The inscription, in Old English cha- 
racters, runs round the edge of the tomb. 

In 1593 John Marob, cottoner, served on a coroner's jury, held in the Irish- uss, 7b«m 
town, on the body of Edmmid Loughnan, who fell into the river in a fit, and Thtmo^Ai- 
was drowned. He appears, also, to have been one of the bailifis of Irishtown '^^'^^a/' 
in 1577. *^*^™- 

[50.] HiC • JaCET • COBPTS ■ DiAN J ■ WOODI^FE ' QVJE ■ OBIIT ■ 13 ' DIB ■ IaN- 

VAH1AD1604- 

Tbahsution : — Here lieth the body of Diaoa Woodlefe, who died the 13th day of 
January, A.D. 1604. 

This monument is a simple panel set in the wall of the ancient chapter-house, 
bearing an escutcheon charged with a chevron (with crescent for difference) 
between three trefoils (or, perhaps, leaves of the woodsorrel, in allusion to the 
fiimily name), impaling a chevron (with crescent for difference) between three 
pheons. 

Robert Woodliffe was appointed Sergeant-at- Arms in Ireland, 20th Sep- «*«■ Mmtnm. 
tember, 1629 ; and in 1652 John Woodliffe was added to the Commission for 
holding a High Court of Justice at Kilkenny, for trying all murderers and 
despoilers of English Protestants. 

[51.] I^fc Qjacct CKttlftlm^ fioIItttiBn Mt (ZD(fiftata \m\ bflfcennta bulges' q' obUt ■ f ■ 
ait ^anuBiff. 1609 £t iVtoTona jnatfiit ef tuot q' obfft [ ]. 

TuNSLATiON : — Here lieth William HoUechan, burgess of the city of Kilkenny, who 
died the Ist day of January, 1609, and Morona Macher, his wife, who died [ ]. 



A floor-slab, accurately figured in the accompanying engraving. At the left 
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side of the shaft of the cross are carved the fly-shuttle, temples, frame of a 
spring-loom, and spool of yam (the last nearly obliterated), emblems of the 
trade of the deceased, who was a weaver. 

The HoUechans, or Holohaus, were a trading family settled in Kilkenny 
from a very early period. 

[52.] A plain mural tablet set in the wall of the ancient chapter-house. It 

is carved with a shield bearing three horses' heads couped and bridled for 

Horsfall, impaling a saltire engrailed between four cross crosslets fitch^. This 

tablet, ^d the uninscribed altar-tomb beneath it, may have been erected to the 

HibmdaSatra, memory of John Horsfall, Bishop of Ossory, who died on the 13th of February, 

^ '*'■ 1609, and, according to Ware, was buried in bis cathedral "sub piano marmore." 

For a memoir of Bishop Hors&U the reader is referred to the proposed 

" History of the See of Ossory." 

[53.] [^fjc ^cet 3El{ctiaitius StBiu ^apti (Sptis Gssotfcns* ®[uf oiiifl] 20 lite 
mmste ^rfufaiil ^nno I)nf 1612. 

Tbahblatioh: — Here lieth Richard Dcane, late BUbop of Ossory, who died the 20th 
day of the month of February, A.D. 1612. 

This memorial of the bishop has been carved on the slab originally comme- 
morating John de Carlell, who died in 1394. The shield, as will be seen by 



the accompanying engraving, bears two chevronells within a bordure for Deane ; 
crest, a lion's head erased. 

A memoir of Bishop Deane shall be given in the proposed " History of the 
See of Osaory." 
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[54.] I^ic - nqnfestit - flf^abtiiia ■ aSatlob - |^na - QSturUr - (Sitsoritnsfs - £)){»• 
npi ' filfa - 31lali[tilp]li{ - SSailotD ■ ^rtlifiifatonf - mQlmsfs - Confiu quce - u ■ punpnio ■ 

Xlnntm&tr - ttrs - (Snatoi ■ befote ■ s' - hilul - bt ■ btoltcn - at - tbt - <Ef fsurn. 

Tbakblatiov :— H«re rests Elizabeth Barlow, daughter of Jonas Wheeler, Bishop of 
Ossory, wife of Ralph Barlow, archdeacoo of Meath, who died io childbirth on the 3rd 
of December, 1613. 

A pl^n altar-tomb, the side slab of which originally belonging to an ^lier 
monument, is carved with six niches enriched with figures. The table is molded 
at the edge. The inscription runs round the verge. The quotation from 
Ecclesiastes is in a circle in the centre. 

The lady for whom this monument was erected was, as is stated in the 
inscription, daughter to Dr. Jonas Wheeler — a native of Oxford, or, as some 
say, of Devonshire, an alumnus of Oxford, and chaplain to King James L — who 
having first received an appointment to the deanery of Christ Church, Dublin, bmiMi wm, 
was promoted to the bishopric of Ossory on the 9th May, 1613, and filled the -p- ■ 
see for twenty-seven years. Her husband, Kalph, or Randolph Barlow, was a 
Doctor in Divinity of the University of Cambridge. In 1612 he was appointed 
a prebendary of Eildare, in 1613 Archdeacon of Meath, and the following year Cotbm'inuK 
Dean of Leighlin. In 1615 he became Precentor of the Cathedral of St Canice, 
Kilkenny, still retaining his deanery and archdeaconty. In 1618 he was 
appointed Dean of Christ Church, Dublin, and in 1629 was elevated to the arch- hu™-. r«™. 
bishopric of Tuam, where he died, and was buried, in 1637-8, in his sixty-sixth ™'' *"' ""■ *"' 
year. The date on the mouument and the quotation from Scripture are much 
worn, and were not legible to O'Phelan ; however, on close examination, they 
read as above given. Had the monument been erected before 1613, Dr. Barlow 
would not have been styled, in the inscription, Archdeacon of Meath ; whilst, 
if its date was subsequent to that year, he would have received the higher title 
of Dean of Leighlin, or of Christ Church, or of Archbishop Tuam. Mrs. Barlow's 
father. Bishop Wheeler, died at Dunraore, in the Queen's County, and was also u, p. no. 
buried in the cathedral of St. Canice, in 1640. Of his tomb, however, t}iete has 
been no trace within the past century. 
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[55.] 3EliinoiU» trnnan. Slobnt BfntgliBn. '£ti[fDatlr l&fnfglian.] 1615. 

A fragment of a floor-elab, aod, perhaps, like No. 53, a palimpsest, having 
apparently been an old coffin-shaped tomb, on which this later inscription was 
cut in Old English characters. The third name was legible when O'Phelan 
compiled his Catalogue of the inscriptions, and is given by him as Edward 

TTumMtA^ Rinighan. Edmond Brennan was "Cessor of the PrieBten-money" of St. 

thi CarpoTBivm Caoice's parish in 1558, bailiff of Irishtown in 1555, and one of the con- 
stables in 1566. Edward Eineghan was admitted &ee of that Corporation on 
the ISth June, 1609, " for the fine of sxi^ stg. and i"* of wax." In the month 
of October following he was appointed bailiff; and at the same time Bobert 
Rineghan was nominated one of the appraisers of meat in the town. The 
name, in the form of Renehan, is still found in Kilkenny, of which county the 
Kev. Laurence F. O'Renehan, D.D., the present President of Maynooth College, 
is a native. 

[56.] In obftnm fnobce at motutta abtniiliam mulierfs JStatgantEe BBalt axon's 
3|oanR(j[ ^moB G BeUe senensf (EcnBcblfensfs obUt 2° JVCaff ^ ^i 1623. 
Ipsfus iStaifti funtbte 
l^nastfcton 
QErata bto luUcta ton Bilitta mai{ta 
inorfbtis'rt bfta W cultasrpulta \Bm 
IlHus ^nsenfum ^njjtnuum pUtasq' fitmq' 
9ona funt suo bos g^tis 3mpla bin 
(Slttanqaatn %\xn suo stta iZTotf otq ^cna SUposcat 
^anla bix bfjsna est botpfte 1S*na ^amtn.* 

TKAHaLi.TiOE : — In memory of the death of the light TirtuouB and modest womui, 
MorgBiet Wale, wife of John Namoy O'Kelly, of Connaught, gentleman. She died on 
the 2nd ofMay, A. D. 1623. 

A plain tablet, with an inscription in raised Old English characters. 
See pp. 158, Of the family of De Valle, Vayl, Wale, or Wall, enough has been abeady 

' To save space, the anthon have abstained which they aie oompoeed scarcely bears an Eng- 
from giving translations of this and sabseqnent lish dress — their sold merit consisting in an inge- 
poetical epitaphs: indeed, the inTOlved style in nions play on words. 
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Btud. The husband of Margaret Wale, who has sought to commemorate, at the 
same time, his wife, and his own poetical powers, by the above inscription, 
was the Shane Na Moy (VKellj who derived his descent from Donnchadh, lynn md 
twentieth CKelly, of Hy-Many, and was settled at Criaghe, now Creagh, in the *<iiv,p^ ".' 
barony of Moycarn, adjoining Ballinasloe, in the county of Boscommon. Dr. 
CDonovan, the learned editor of " The Tribes and Customs of Hy-Many," is 
unable to say whether this John CyKelly " has now a living representative." 
Perhaps we should look for his descendants amongst the numerous families of 
that name in the county and city of Kilkenny. 

[57.] VenerabiU viro Cfitlidmo Johnton, Decano Ecdetia 5" Caniei, aw matenw mo, Et 
patritao, TTiomtB WaU, evaadem EeclmoB Thaawrario; Necnon iihi,euitq'poileru, Sfonumen- 
tu hoc posuii Sobertua Wale, Tfiesaiirariaa, Ottob. 14 Anno Dom. 1634. 
Quae pigra cadavera pridem Candore nitentia claro 

Tumalia putrefacta jacebant, Pneteadere lintea mog eat : 

Volacrea rapientur in aoras Aspersaq' Myrrha sabieo 

Anintas comitata prions. Corpus Medicamine aervat. 

Hinc maxima cura eepnltis Quidnam sibi eaxa cavata, 

Impenditur, hinc reaolutos Quid pulchra volant Monumen'* 

Honor ultimas accipit artus, Res, qiue nid creditui tllis, 

Et faneris ambitus omat Non Mortua, sed data somno. 

Sint ut SUB pnemia laudi, lam sex lustra subinde 

lansoni gloria splendet, Pmdena, gravis, integer avo 

Omnem vulgata per orbem. Divina volntnina pandit. 

Galielmus lohnson Decaaus Eccleae cathedralis S" Caniei Eilkeanie, qui Wigomii 
natas, Cantabrigite edocatos, obiit Kilkennie, 7" die Mensis Octobris, 1581. 
Hie pietate pares clausa conduntur in uma 

ChristioolK, Cbristi Munere, sorte pares. 
Sorte pari uo Morte Mori concesnt lesus 
Astrigeroq' polo vivere sorte parL 

TaAHSUTios. — For the venerable man, William Johnson, dean of the charch of St. 
Canice, his maternal grand&ther, and for his iather, Thomas Wale, treasurer of the same 
church; also for himself and his posterity, Robert Wale, treasurer, placed this monument, 
October 14, A. D. 1634. 

William Johnson, dean of the Cathedral Chnrcli of St Canice, who, bom at 
Worcester, educated at Cambridge, died at Kilkenny on the 7th Asj of the month of 
October, 1581. 

2p2 
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Now merely a tablet, the remains of an elaborate mural Renaissance monu- 
ment, similar to Bishop Roth's (No. 59, mfra). It is now placed in the wall 
of the north side aisle. The inscription is incised in small Roman and italic 
letters. 

William Johnson' appears to have been one of the earliest teachers who 
presided over the grammar school founded by Pierce, Earl of Ormonde, and 
his lady, in the cathedral precinct of Kilkenny, indeed he was probably the first 
CottoD'i Fain, to fill the situation of Master. James Bicton, Dean of SL Canice, in his will, pre- 
served in the archives of the University of Oxford, and dated in the year 1552, 
thus refers to him : — " Mr. Johnson Scholem' to my Lorde Ormud owethe me 
twenty shyllyng, or their about, and weather yt be more or lesse I referr yt to his 
conscyence." In 1559 Johnson was himaelfpromoted to the deanery, which he 
held for twenty-three years'. He seems to have acted as agent to Thomas, Earl 
of Ormonde, and was nominated a trustee to the disposition of all his honours, 
OrmimJtMss., mauors, and estates, made by the Earl in 1576. The inscription states the 
cutie. ' degree of relationship which existed between Dean Johnson and the fitmily 
of Wale, with whom his name is associated on the tomb. Thomas Wale was 
collated to the treasurership of the cathedral on the 23rd June, 1596. His 
Ays/ rMa- SOU, Robcrt Wale, who erected the monument, was collated to the same office 
CMt^Faiti, in 1610, and still held it in 1624, as the inscription on the tomb shows; and 
' ' ""' '^ 'we also find him filling the situation of Registrar of the diocese of Ossory, when 
making his will in the year 1635. A copy of that document is preserved in 
the diocesan Registrar's office, and from the number and nature of the bequests 
which he makes to his relatives, he must have been a man of wealth. He 
bequeathes to various persons a large number of horses, and leaves his " great 
fornace" to his daughter, afler the deaUi of his wife; but the most curious 
bequest is that of his office of Registrar, which he wills away as if it were per- 
sonal property. He states it to be his desire " that my man William Connell 
shall enjoy the Registrar's place during my eonnes lyfe, if the said William lives 
so long, he paying £20 steriing yearly to my sonne William, for and out of it, 
viz. £10 yearly at Michaelmas, and £10 at Easter; conditionally that the said 

* A careful searcb in the records of the Uni- productive of any notice of Dean JobusoD. 
versity of Cambridge, kindl}r made by tbe Be- " His epitapb tells qs that be was in tbe mi- 
gistiar, tbe Bev. Joaepb Eomilly, baa been on- nistry for ax "lusters," or thirty years. 
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William [Connell] shallfaithfiilly and truly carry himselfiny* said office." The 
intention of the testator, however strange the arrangement may seem, was 
carried out, for William Connell subsequently fiUed the office of Re^etrar of 
the dioceae of Oaaory, and founded a family in the city of Kilkenny who took 
a prominent part in its municipal afiFairs during the seventeenth and beginning 
of the eighteenth centuries. 

[58.] Hebe lteth bvbied the Body of M" Mart Stovghton, wife to M' 
Anthony Stovghton of the City of Dvblin Gent, & Davghter to the eight 
woB'FVLL Henry Matnwaringe of the Cittie of Kelkenhy Esq. & onb op 
the Mastbbs of his Ma"" High Covbt of Chanceby m Ireland, who died in 
childbibth, of her third Child naked Henry, the third day of Iahvary 
1631. & ABE both herb intombed together. 

EPITAPH. 
A vertuous mother, and her New-bome Sonne 
(Parted) here meet, and end where they begun. 
Shee from her Beanng<-bed, Hee from the wombe 
Exchatig'd their Living gr&ues for this dead Tombe. 
This Pile, and Epitaph, sceme vainely spent, 
Goodnesse reares her a surer monument. 
No curious hand can cut, noe lab'ring head 
Bring more to praise her then the hfe shee lead. 
Bemone that readest ! and Hue as well (as shee) 
Soe shall thou want nor tombe nor elogie. 

Mole tub hde Ugitur {Lector) dignimma conitus, 

JDam proK vitam, perdidit ipsa mam. 

Quam ei forma, fauor populi, ttwpt, ret satia ampia, 

Sipwhr, inffenium, Hjuuenile decut. 

Si quid in kumanit quenquam lervaret in CBuit, 

Mortis ah inmrm eotpei et illa/oret. 

Parte tamen meliore tui, famdq' superstcM 

Qud licei, ceiemo nomine viva viget. 

Hoc bend promeritum ben^ graU munus amons 
Coniugem in amissam ooniugis ecce aui est. 
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Id., put u, 
p. SS. 

Id., part iL, 
p. IBS. 



put a, p. !1. 
Id., put li., 
p. 179. 



Arcbdmira 
Lodge'i Peerage, 
vd. v., p. it. 



A tablet now fixed in the wall of the north side aisle. Like No. 57, what 
remains is but part of an elaborate Renaissance mural monument 

The Staughtons and Mainwarings both appear to have settled in Ireland 
about the reign of Elizabeth, at least we find either name first connected with 
Government offices from that period. In 1586 Anthony Staughton was ap- 
pointed clerk of the Court of Castle Chamber, Dublin ; and in 1606 his brother 
John was associated with him in the same office, with reversion at his death 
to Anthony's son, Anthony, junior, who appears to have been the husband of 
the lady for whom the monument was erected. At the same Ume, Anthony, 
senior, and John, were collectors of the revenue at Dublin ; and in 1613 Thomas 
Staughton, gentleman, was Member of Parliament for the borough of Gowran, 
in the county of Kilkenny. Edward Mainwaring was searcher and ganger of the 
port of Drogheda in 1595 ; and Henry, who held the Archdeaconry of Oasory 
in the year 1610, was appointed a Master in Chancery in 1619. Matthew 
Mainwaring was appointed usher of the Court of Wards in 1621, and con- 
stable of the Castle of Dublin in 1635. Henry the father of Mrs. Staughton, 
received a grant of a portion of the precinct of the dissolved abbey of the 
Black Friars of Kilkenny, and the impropriate rectories of Three-castles, Dysert, 
and Kilfera, in the same county, which passed as the marriage portion of another 
of hia daughters, Elizabeth, into the family of Bidckeley, and thence by another 
intermarriage to thatof Tynte, who atill hold them. Henry Mainwaring died 
on the lat March, 1635, and was buried in St Mary's chapel, in the cathedral of 
St. Canice, but no monument appears to have been erected to his memory. 
His widow, who was his second wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Ralph Skip- 
with, Esq., of Farkbury, Hertfordshire, is st&ted in the depositions of 1641 
to have been remarried to a Mr. Fhilip Purcell; and the deposition of 
Joseph Wheeler, John Keevaun, and Thomas Lewis, detail the particulars of a 
villanous trick of which she and her granddaughter — the latter the child of the 
Mrs. Staughton of the monument — were the victims, at the period of the Con- 
federate Catholics' occupation of Kilkenny. An impostor, named John Heydon, 
felsely pretending to be the son and heir of Sir Richard Heydon, a member of 
the Privy Council, came to Kilkenny and represented himself to the Protestants 
there as an agent of the English Government, privately engaged in performing 
important services for the State. In this way he obtained fi'om them large 
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sums of money, which he promised to have repaid from the Exchequer ; he 
found Mrs. Furcell particularly gullible in these money transactions, and thus 
became emboldened to practise more largely upon her credulity, in the manner 
thus related in the deposition alluded to: — 

" AUsoe hee poeissed Mrs. Parcell, alias Majnwamng, with forged letters, both from 
hir Bonn [-in-law] Mr. Anthony Stoughton and hir aonn in law Mr. Bulckeley, that she 
should have great caie of him the s' Ueydon lying in restraint [he was imprisoned in the 
gaol of Kilkenny by the Supreme Council, or local authorities, as asuspicions person], that 
hee shonld be suplied by hir, and withall to match hir grandchild Mr. Stoughton's daughter 
unto him, which was, as the letters mentioned, a great match for hir ; which the said Mrs. 
Purcell beUeved, and theruppon she consented, and matched hir grandchild nnto him, to 
hir utter ruin and overthrow, believing fully that both the letters weare pened by the hands 
of both hir sons in law." 

The second husband of Mrs. Mainwaring was probably Philip Purcell of 
Ballyfoyle, a member of the Supreme Council, and one who exerted himself 
most creditably for the protection of the Protestant inhabitants of Kilkenny 
during the great rebelUon. 

[59.] Deo. Oft. Mai. 

BT 

Memoblb Datidis Efiscopi Osso 

BIBN QTI HANC ECCLBSLUf CATHBDBA 
LBM S" CaNICO 8ACBAU 
[PaiBTINO C7LTVI EBSTITVIT 
HBRltKTM SCHISUAQVE EXQIDB 

bmvudans*.] 

Amno dSi 1642. 

Ortut cunda ew» repetant matremq' reqairunt, 
Et redit ad nihilum quod/uit ante vihil. 

Tbamsiatioii : — To God most excellent, most mighty; and to the memory of David, 
Buhop of Ossory, who this cathedral chnrch, sacred to St. Canice [restored to its pristine 
worship, cleansing it from heresy and schism] A.D. 1642. 

* The words between brackets are supplied erased by order of Bishop Parry through a mis- 
from tradition ; which also avers that they were Uken zeal for the Protestant religion. — Harris* 



.Google 



294 INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. [sect. n. 

An elaborate Reoaisaance mural monument, for a full deacription of which 
H«tii.'. wtire, the reader is referred to Harris and Shee. In Harris's time the armorial devices 

vol. i., p- 4!7. 

shes'g St. ca- ^^^ figuFCB showed the remains of curious gilding and painting. The monu- 
■«#, H». 68-60. jQgQt bears the arms of the Roth family, — a stag trippant hj an oak tree, 
surmounted by the hat, labelled and tasselled in three rows, peculiar to bishops 
on the Continent, and differing from the cardinal's hat only in the colour and 
number of tassels', — beneath is the motto, txetutb non tt. It appears by the 
passage in Harris's Ware above referred to, that this monument holds its 
original position in the Lady Chapel. 

The family of Roth, Rooth, or Rothe, were settled in Kilkenny at an early 

i.ibtr Primu psriod. In 1373 John Rothe bought the murage of the town of Kilkenny for 

CaJt'^hl^l two years, p&ying for it nine marks of silver. In 1403 Thomas Roth was 

Kiikenof sovcreiga of the town, and the same ofSce was filled in 1440, 1449, and 1465 

'^'*'*" by John Roth. From this period down to the end of the seventeenth century 

the family of Roth took a leading part in the municipal government and affairs 

of KilkeDny^ The family spread into many branches j but, in the absence of 

a complete pedigree, we have found it impossible to trace the particular line 

which gave birth to David Roth, afterwards Roman Catholic Bishop of Ossory. 

That his brother was Edward Roth, a merchant of Kilkenny, we learn from a 

MS., E. 3, a. manuscript preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin ; and it is pro- 

BurUce'B irith bable that this was the same Edward Rooth who, with four others, signed the 

Ed. 1748,' Ap- articles of surrender when Kilkenny was delivered up to Cromwell on March 27, 

^'^*'' 1650, and remained a hostage in the hands of the ParliamentariaDs for the due 

performance of the stipulations on the part of the citizens and garriaon. An 

inscription occurring on an original portrait of Bishop Roth, still preserved, 

and to be hereafter more fully described, proves that he was bom in the year 

Ware, toL i., p. 427, and Shee's St. Caniae, beiring ia so very rue in Great Britun, that it 

p. 54. The chisel -mark 8 show that three lines would seem to give support to the tradition that 

have been effaced, and as the yet remaining por- Bishop Both's monument was the work of an 

tion of the inscription is here printed as cnt on Italian artist.— Shee's St. Camee, p. £9. 

the monument, it will be apparent that the >• For an account of the ancient residence of 

words supplied do not quite fill up the hiatus. the Roth family in Kilkenny, see a paper, by 

' The bishop's hat was green, and had three, one of the authors, on the Ancient Street Ar- 

and sometimes four rows of tsssels, a cardinal's chitectureof Kilkenny. — Traiuactionao/thtKit- 

red, with five rows. The occuxreoce of this ienny Ar^KBoL Society, toL i., p. 41. 
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1573. David Roth studied on the ContineDt, and became a Master and Doctor 
in Theology of the Irish College of Douaj. He early distinguished himBelf ^HUino/opn, 
by his devotion to literature, and must have composed a portion of his " Ana- Hini.-. wan, 
lecta Sacra," &c., before 1611. According to De Burgo, at a consistory held in ^^'^l"' 
October, 1618, he was promoted, in his forty-fifth year, by Pope Paul V. to «(*"■ Domimi- 
the see of Ossory, after the death of Thomas Strong*, the see having been p. sea. 
many years vacant. De Burgo, who had access to the Papal records, is good 
authority in this matter ; yet it is worthy of note that the Regal Visitation, held 
in Kilkenny on the 13th of July, 1615, under the head of "Priests & Friars, &c., 
in the Diocese of Ossory," notes " S' David Rooth the titular Bp. of Ossory re- 
sorting to the Citty of Kilkenny ;" and a contemporary pedigree of the Langton 
family, in the possession of the executor of the late Michael Comerford, of 
Kilkenny, implies the existence of " a Catholic bishop" in Kilkenny in 1606. 
Roth was R. C. Vicar-General of Armagh for many years before he became R. C. ■'*. *■ 
Bishop of Ossory. In 1619 he printed his treatise " De Processu Martyriali," Banui iro«, 
&c. The next year saw his " Brigida Thaumaturga," &c., issue from the press, land, pp. 124, 
and in 1621 was printed the tract called " Hibemia Resurgens," &c, which was 
published under the assumed name of Donat Roirk. Messingham has printed, 
in his " Florilegium," two other tracts of his, viz., "De Nominibus Hibemiaj," 
and *' Elucidationes in vitam S> Patricii a'Jocelino scriptam." Ussher saw, and 
quoted from, aMS. account ofthe Irish Saints drawn up by him, termed "Hiero- 
graphia Hibemiie ;" and Roth himself tella us, in the Preface to the third Part 
of the " Analects," that he purposed publishing a full and large Church History 
of Ireland, of which the MS. " De Ossoriensi Dicescesi," already so often quoted 
in this work, and of which copies are extant in the Libraries of the British 
Museum, and Trinity College, Dublin, appears to have been a portion. Roth's 
learning and devotion to the antiquities of Ireland recommended him to Ussher, 
and, although opposed in politics and religion, a literary intercourse was kept iyimiird.,p.7S7. 
up between the two prelates. In the stirring times ofthe Confederates, David p. iss', ^pud' 
Roth took an active and prominent part, — indeed Lynch tells us that he was Aminoiesia, 
the first to organize his party, " prima ills, non turbida et tumultuaria, sed ^^ ^*' ^^' 

* DeBargo nya that Strong had long before H(bki>[mtfntcana,SiipI. p.869. From Strong the 
retired to Spain, and died there, A.D. I6OI, a Roman Catholic Bacceaaion in Oaiory is derived; 
■nffragan to the Archbishop of Compostella.— that of the EBtablished Church from ThonoTy. 
2« 
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ordlnata coniunctio foederatorum . . . . ab illo profecta esse dicitur:" but his 
name was early distinguished by unflinching opposition to the suicidal policy 
of the Ultramontane or Nuncio's party. In 1642 the portreve of Irishtown 
was swom in before him, " he being then dwellinge at y* Deans house ;" and 
his autograph signature appears appended to the record. In September, 
1649, Koth made choice of a portreve for the last time, and he was within 
the walls of Kilkenny when it surrendered to Cromwell, on the 27th of 
March, 1650'. That the aged bishop (he was now seventy-eight) did not 



suffer either death or indignity at the hands of the Parliamentarians, is evi- 
dent from the silence'' of Arsdekin, who was a native of Kilkenny himself, and 

' " Donee tandem ruentis pktrJK cneum aecuta, 1686, torn, iii., p, 200. 

cum 8U0 Antistite Da-ride Botho id hoatis potes- ' One of Arsdekio's principal themea indeed, 

tatem [Kilkenoia] redacta est" — Richardi An- that in which he is engaged when be records the 

dekin Apparatus DoOritve Sacra : Antverpite, surrender of Kilkenny concerned the Buffer- 
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a contemporary. Of the year of his death no record has been preserved,, the 
occupation of the cathedral by the Cromwelliana fully accounting for his obit 
not having been inscribed on the monument, which, as in many other instances 
already noticed, was erected during his lifetime ; but — as we leam from De 
Burgo, on the authority of Edmund O'Dempsy, E. C. Bishop of Leighlin, a nan. Damui- 
contemporaiy of Both — he died in his native country. That Bishop Both's 
death occurred before the Eestoration appears from Peter Walsh's " Histoiy of 
the Irish Remonstrance," — Kelly, E. C. Archbishop of Armagh, Mageoghegan, Tom. i, p. 4. 
R. C. Bishop of Meath, and Swiny, R. C. Bishop of Elmore, "being," accor- 
ding to that author, " the only bishops of their religion then in Ireland"". 

That our readers may know of what kind was the " presence" of that man 
who was the friend of Ussher and a notable leader of the Confederate CathoHcs, 
we have, by the kind permission of the late Colonel Bryan, engraved the inte- 
resting contemporary portrait of Bishop Roth, now in the possession of George _ 
Leopold Bryan', of Jenkinstown, Esq., a representative, in the female line, of 
that branch of the Roth family to which the Bishop belonged". The painting 
is a half-length, and well executed, probably by one of the Italian artists brought 
over, it is said, by Rinuccini, representing a venerable man with a flowing 
beard and moustache. The arms in the upper righthand angle are those of 
Roth: — Or, a stag argent trippant by a tree proper, surmounted by a bishop's 
hat, labelled and tasselled ; underneath the shield of arms is the following 
inscription: — ^a.d. 1644. datid episcop' ossoaiENaia a° x*" 72 houo pvtebdo 
ET FiLi^ HOiONis VEBHI8 . JOB. 2A ; at the left-hand upper comer, surrounded 
by a glory, are the words: — bbati pacifici quohiam filh dei tocabvutvb; 
and on the edge of the table on which the Bishop leans: — m iuagihe per- 
TEAK8IT HOMO BT PBTSTBA coNTVBBATVB. Psalm 38. The Bryan family also 

ingt of tlieBonun Catholic clergy and laity in intheposeessionoftlieBrysn&niilyReeBpaper, 

Ireland ; » that bis silence U condurira by one of the aQthon, in the TranaaOiora ty/'the 

•JamcBPhelan, who succeeded Both, was not Kilkmny ArdutoL Society, toL i., p. 92. Hie 

appointed until some time after June, 1666. He chalices and vestments tiiera described have, we 

«goedadocnmratofthiidateas*'JameaFhelan, onderstand, been since presented to the Soman 

Doctor of Dirini^, Parson of Callan, Dean of Catholic cathedral at Kilkenny. 
OMoty, Protonotary Apostolical."— Hutor; 0/ ° The drawing &om which cor engraving has 

(Ae Irith Xemonrirance, torn. L, p. 684. been made was executed on the block by Hr. E. 

^Foranaocouutofthe other interesting relics Fitzpatrick, of Fresbford. 
2q2 
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posBcsB a picture of ThomaB Both, R. C. Dean of St. Canice, probaUj a rela- 
Hum'B Wan, tive of the Bishop's, as the latter resided in the Deanery House after A. D. 
1641. This picture is also a half-length, and represents a younger man than 
the Bishop, with dark eyes and a moustache. He is robed in the sacerdotal 
dress, portions of which are richly embroidered. On one side of the figure 
is a shield, bearing quarterly Ist and 4th Eoth, 2Dd and 3rd gules, a pan- 
ther or lion rampant gardant, a mullet argent for difference; on the other 
side is the following inscription : — thomas both peotonotabivs apos- 
TOLICVS PEIOB COMMEND. M0NA8TBBU S" lOASNIS BTANQELIST^ KILKEN. ET 
DECANTS ECCLESU; CATHEDBALIS S" CABICI OSSOBEN. DIfCESIS. Jff" SXSJE. 6«. 
ANNO 161S. Both paintings are by the same hand. For an engraving of the 
silver monstrance made forthe cathedral in Bishop Both's time, see p. 40, supra. 
A silver spur, and a plain silver-gilt reliquary cross, traditionally said to have 
belonged to David Both, are also extant at Jenkinstown. 

[60.] Hic ■ Iacet • GvLiELMVS . Kelly • qtondam ■ ctvitatis ■ Kilkbni^ 

• BVEGENSIS - QTI ■ OBUT ■ 27 ■ MENSIS • MAT ■ AMNO • Dm ■ 1644 . Bt - VXOB 

• EITS ■ CHABA ■ MaBGABETA ■ PhELAN ■ QV.£ ■ OBIIT ■ 2 • DIE • OCTOBBIS - 

ANNO ■ Dm ■ 1635. 

MiSEBEMINI • MEI ■ MISEBEUINI • MEI • SALTBU • TOS ■ AMICI ■ UEI ■ lOB • 
19 ■ C. 

Tbjinslatiob: — Here lieth William Kelly, formerly burgess of the city of Kilkenny, 
who died on the 27th of the moDth of May, A. D. 1644, and hie wife Margaret Phelan, 
who died oa the 2Qd day of October, A. D. 1635. Have pity upon me, &c. 

Alow altar-tomb, apparently in its original position. Beneath the inscrip- 
tion in r^sed Boman capitals, is a plain segmental cross, with the sacred mono- 
gram and the three nails in the centre; at foot, a skull and cross bones; above 
in the wall is a tablet, with a shield bearing two lions rampant supporting a 
castle, triple-towel-ed, two ropes depending from the battlements, a crescent 
for difference, for Kelly; impaling a cross engrailed between four martlets, 
for Phelan. The crest is, apparently, a weasel. Beneath is the motto, tveris 
EOBTis uim DEva, the letters W. K., M. F., the date 1642, and the distich: — 

BPialTVB AUBOBVM C£LI VEB8ATTB IN ATLA 
INFRA STirC aVOBTH COBPOKA TEBHA CAFIT. 
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William Kelly was admitted free of the Irishtown of Kilkenny on the 30th ^ ^'*;" 
November, 1605, paying a fine to the Corporation, for his freedom and bur- '*• owpwation 
gagery, of 2s. lid. and 1 lb. of wax. He was elected portreve of Irishtown cmMir. aw*, 
for the year 1611,and served the office of sheriff of Kilkenny in 1630. ^^^ 

[61.] D. 0. M. 

ELOQVIO CLABV8 TIETVTB FIDEQ' IAC0BV8 
C.£LTU MENTE HABITANB HOC HABET 0S8A SOLO. 
[dnh] IACOBVS CLAEVS PB0T0H0T[AErva BT EEC]t0B EOJLESIE D. lOAHNlS, 

• . . . . [di]cECESIS o[880EIBNSI8] VIE B0NV8 ET BENIGn[v8.] TEEB- 

CVNDV8 VI3V - M0HIBV8 M0DE8TV8 ■ ELOQVIO DEC0EV8 ■ A PVEEO IN VlETVTmV8 
EXEECITATVa ■ DEO DEV0TV8 • HOMTMIEVB AMABILIS ■ ET 0MinBV8 BONORTM 
OPEBVM BXBMPLIS PEECLAEV8 ■ OBIIT AN° 1648 ■ H NOV'MB ■ SVB AVBOBAM ■ 
CVM MAUMO HOETM HOMINTM LTCTV. 

Trarblatioit : — To God most excellent, most mighty. &c. Master James Clere, pro- 

thonotory &nd rector of the church of St. Joha of the diocese of [Ossory], 

a good man, in aspect modest, in morals chaste, in speech decorous, 

from his youth exercised in virtues, devoted to God, beloved by man, a bright example 
of all good works, died in the year 1643, on the 14th of November, about day-break, to 
the very great sorrow of piona men. 

A floor-slab, the upper portion of which is ornamented by a sculptured 
representation of an altar, with a chalice and the Host, and at either side a 
candle lighting in a candlestick, all beneath an arch. Under this is the inscrip- 
tion in raised Boman characters, and at foot the arms of the family of Clere — 
a fess between three spread eagles — surmounted by a hat labelled and tasselled; 
below in a scroll are the words Jacobus Claeus. 

The Clerea were a respectable family long settled in Kilkenny, where their 
descendants still remain in the grade of respectable tradesmen. The family 
burying-place was, and still is, St. Patrick's churchyard, where several old 
monuments of its members remain. The tomb under consideration was placed 
in the cathedral whilst that building was in possession of the Confederate 
Catholics. A James Clere was Dean of St. Canice's during almost the entire onmmdt uss. 
first half of the sixteenth century, who, besides his ecclesiastical office, dis- 
charged the duties of steward or agent to Pierce Earl of Ormonde, and his son, 
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cotten'i fwi. Earl Jamee. Id 1582 another of the name, David Cleere, filled the office of dean 
of this cathedral. 

[62.] D. O. M. 

Ad pietatis Et MoitaUtatis Memoriam clariasimas Et Nobilisrimus Dominns D. 
Edutndtb BlaDchnille Eques Auratus •!)• De BlaQchuiUs Towne, Kilmodemucke, &c., ac 
noUUssiinB D - Euzabbtba Bvtleba, Vzor pientianma, perillustri Domino Gisauk> 
Blanchuille, filio charissimo Primo-genito, viro Optimo, Immatura Morte pnerepto, ahi, 
Liberia, posterisq' suia, Monnmentum Hoc Erexenmt Mense Augusto 1647. Gibaldts 
obijt 21°. Februarij 1646. Edmnndua [ ] Elizabetha [ ] 

Requiescant in Pace Amen. 

Epitaphinm. 
Qai pairi in terria suceedere dehnai hceret, 

In iunuilo huic luxra cogitur ats pater. 
Eit orieta primus morient postremtu, et idem eat 

Ortu po^erior interitu^ prior. 
Mors hae mirafadt, muteU quadrata rotundit. 

Mora /era, quagnatum eic rapit atUepatrem, 
Et gnatttm mrtute tmiem, jwxnemq' di^ma, 

Gnatum BUmdiudice apem colummq' domaa. 
Sed quomamfsra mora vitam aine lobe cadwam 

Abatuiit, atemum dot diadema daua. 

Tranblitioh : — To Gh>d moet excellent, most might;. In memory of piety and morta- 
lity, the most renowned and moat noble lord, lord Edmund BlencbTille, Eques Auratus, 
lord of BlaBchvilleBtown, Killmodemucke, &c., and the moat noble lady Elizabeth Butler, 
[his] most pious consort, have erected this monument for their most dear first-bom son, the 
very illustrious lord Gerald Blanchville, a most excellent man, snatched away by untimely 
death; [also] for themselves, their children, snd posterity, in the month of August, 1647. 
Gerald died on the 2l8t of February, 1646. Edmund [ ] Ehzabeth [ ] 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

A Eenaissance mural monument, like that of Bishop Both. Above, at each 
side of the inscription, are two shields, the dexter one bearing, per pale indented, 
gules and ennme, for Blanchville ; the Binieter charged with the Ormonde arms, 
as borne by Thomas, the tenth Earl, but within an engrailed bordure. Above is 
a shield impaling the two eecutcheons just described, with the motto, — dexteba 
DOHiHi EXALTAviT MB. The monument remuus in its original position, against 
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the north waU of the ancient chapter-house, but the stairs to the south gallery 
of the choir hide a portion of it, including the crest of the upper escutcheon. 
The inscriptions are in small Roman letters, and incised. Traces of colour 
remain on the shields of arms. 

The Anglo-Norman family of Blanchville, or Blanchfield, were early settlers 
in the county of Kilkenny. In the year 1303 Nicholas de Blancheville was xw. mim., si 
seneschal of Kilkenny; and in 1312 Richard Blanchville appears in the public lo, dono'. ' *"' 
records as executor ofthe will of Nicholas, then lately deceased. In 1335 John ^'aa.^iil;' 
de BlaunchviUe was amongst the knights summoned to attend John I>ar<^, ^^; '"*" '' ■ 
the Justiciary, with arms and horses from Ireland, in his expedition to Scotland. 
In 1377 William Uger, late Escheator of Ireland, died seised of the ward and xtt. Mm., 
marriage of the heir of John Fitz Richard Blanchevyld, who possessed forty- *9. ' '"' 
one acres of land at Trydenston, at a rent of 3^. Ad. per annum. This property 
at Treadingstown, adjoining Bennettsbhdge, his descendants continued to enjoy 
till they forfeited their estates at the end of the seventeenth century. In 1394 m.. tsic 
John Blanchvyll was one of the " custodes pacis" of the county of Kilkenny, m. il ' 
and in 1398 King lUchard issued a writ appointing John Blanchville to be m/s. 
sheriff of the county of Kilkenny. In 1405 the same John was again a 7Hen. iv..a« 
" custos pacis" for the district ; and in 1409 Gilbert Blaunchvyll held a similar iT,iis]l\\:, 
commission, which was renewed to him in 1424. In 1447, 1449, and 1450, '^J.%aL, 
David Blaunchevill, of Blaunchevillston, was sheriff of Kilkenny, and was ^"^^^■' 
each year fined 4Qd. because he did not pay his proffer of 20rf. In 1537 the ^'^"'md as 
head of the Blanchville family was denounced by the Presentment of the Com- ^^ ^^^ 
mons of the county of Kilkenny as one of the imposers of the obnoxious exac- ''"'^ '^"■ 
tion of coyne and livery on his tenants. This, doubtless, was Edmund Blanch- 
ville, Esq., of Blanchvillstown, who in the beginning of the sixteenth century 
married Margaret, only daughter of John Fitz James Butler, younger brother Anhtuiri 
of Pierce, Earl of Ormonde. Gerald Blanchville, who was member of Parlia- p. is.' ™ 
ment for the county of Kilkenny in 1585, and died in his castle of Blanch- inq«,. p^' 
villestown on the 6th April, 1594, appears to have been the offspring of this kj^^'t^"' 
first matrimonial connexion of the family with the house of Ormonde. Grerald ^'^' *''°' ^' 
married Elinor, third daughter of the first Viscount Mountgarrett, and widow 
of Thomas Tobin, Esq., of Compsey, and by her leSt a son, Edmund, aged nine id. 
years at his father's death, who, in 1631, was designated Sir Edmund Blanch- 
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Libtr Ttmira- field, Knight, In the records of the State, where he is set down as holding the 
K^^iiSoSJ^ manor of Blanchfieldston from the King in capite, hj knight's service. This 
An:hd«us Sir Edmund, who erected the monument in the cathedral, espoused Elizabeth, 
Lti^,voi.iT. seventh daughter of Walter, the eleventh Earl of Ormonde. Their eldest son, 
Gerald, or Garret, whom they mourn in the inscription as having been pre- 
maturely removed by death, was of sufficient age in 1641 to hold the rank of 
captain in the army of the Confederate Catholics, and he appears to have taken 
xss., F. a. c. an active part in the troubles of the period. In the deposition of Peter Pinchon, 

Lib. Trin. Coll. ^ , . , „ ^ , - - , i , , 

i>ubL of Glanmagowe, in the parish of Castlecomer, it is stated that the deponent 

" tooke a chamber in Kilkenny, thinking it to be a safe place ; but about the 
18th December (1641), the gates of the saide cittie (which were formerly kept 
shut with watch and ward) was, either by command or neglect of Mr. Archer, 
the Mair, that day left open for the Kebbells to enter, and the saide cittye was 
rifled and robbed of all protestants' goods by Edward Butler, sonne of the Lord 
Mountgarrat, Garrat Blanchfield, sonne and heire to Sir Edmond Blanchfield, 

Phillip Purcell of in the same county, Esq., one Captain Bryan, 

with divers others. Which was done as this depont thinketh by the allowance 
and approbation of the Lord Mountgarrat, he being then in Towne." Joseph 
Wheeler, of Staincarty, also, in his deposition, mentions " Captain Grarrett 
Blanchfield" as amongst the leaders of the Confederate troops who attacked 
and slew Lieutenant Gilbert, the Kev. Thomas Bingham, and about sixty others 
of the English party, near Ballinakiil, in the year 1642, and brought their heads 
to Kilkenny, to be exhibited on the market cross. For his connexion, or that 
comwBuwBiti of his son, with the doings of the Confederate Catholics, Sir Edmund Blanch- 
c«™d( Sao*, yjijg .„gg decTBed by Cromwell's High Court of Justice to have forfeited his 

Dubbn Cutis, ■^ ° 

voi-i. p. 282. property in the county of Kilkenny, and his widow, Dame Elizabeth Blanch- 
ville, was ordered to " transplant" to Connaught; but the estates were subse- 
quently restored to his son (who bore the same Christian name of Edmund) by 
/■9»>. po4t Charles II., at the Bestoration, except a portion denominated Church-Claragb, 
Knt^onp"^ which had been granted away to an adventurer named Randal Ashinghurt 
c«r, II., Ko. 6. rjijjjg uucommon act of royal favour may, perhaps, be traced to the relationship 
of Blanchville to the Duke of Ormonde. However, in the year 1665 we find 
iriihExchi- Edmund Blanchville, of Blanchvillestown, Esq., subjected to a curious State 
qotr Hieordt. pj-oge^ution ou the accusation of an informer — one Andrews, who had served 
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as a private soldier under Axtell the regicide — that he had used an opprobrious 
epithet towards King Charles 11., reflecting on the moral character of that 
amiable mouarch, and observing at the same time, " I car not for him cor for 
any that tooke his parte." The accusation would appear most likely to have 
been a false and concocted one, seeing that BlanchviUe himself had joined the 
King in France and shared the royal fortunes, after Cromwell's success in 
Ireland, and was at the Kestoration repossessed ofhia property, whilst the claims 
of so many, who had deserved an equal measure of justice, were denied or neg- 
lected. Nevertheless, at the general assizes held for the county of Kilkenny on 
the 4th March, 1665, he was convicted of using " scandalous, opprobrious, and 
seditious words against the King," and was sentenced to pay a fine of £50. But, 
having petitioned his relative, the Duke of Ormonde, then Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, his Grace recommended the CommissioQers of Reducement to consider 
the case, and they accordingly mitigated the penalty to £10. Soon after, 
BlanchviUe gave ample proof of his loyalty to the house of Stuart, by devoting 
himself to the cause of King James against William of Orange, the result of 
which was his attainder, and the total confiscation and irretrievable loss of his 
patrimony. On the 8th May, 1703, his forfeited property was set up to auction BoaofPa^imt, 
at Chichester House, Dublin, when " the castle, town, and lands of Blanch- fbrfaud " 
villestown," consisting of 363 acres, were knocked down to Edward Worth, ^^ j, *^ 
Esq., of Kathfamham, for £1290; and thirteen other denominations, including ^^6?*''*™' 
the property at Treadingstown and Bennettsbridge, and comprising 2530 acres, n., int put, 
were purchased by the Incorporated Company for making hollow Sword- blades, 
for a sum of £6210 ; the jointure of Blanchville's wife, Ursula, being, however, &e»ofPott«tff, 
allowed to her for her life, as secured on the lands of Blanchfield's Park and "' **' 

Bennettsbridge. A junior branch of the BlanchviUe family were proprietors 
of the castles and lands of Highrath and Rathgarvan, which were declared by 
the Commonwealth's High Court of Justice to be forfeited by Richard Blanch- 
field, and were confirmed by the Acts of Settlement and Explanation to the in^-u. com. 
Cromwellian soldiery, who had been granted them in satisfaction of their arrears c«t.ii.™^e. 
of pay. Rathgarvan came afterwards into the possession of the Clifden family, 
and now bears the denomination of Clifden. The present tenant in possession, 
Mr. Patrick Blanchfield, claims to be a descendant of the ancient owners in 
fee. 

2r 
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[63.] Peat ■ vor ■ Ioh» ■ bhbnak ■ cabpiktek - who ■ dtbth ■ t" • 8" ■ 

DAT • Off ■ 8[BBR] - 1646 ■ AND ■ HI8 ■ WIFll ■ AHNB ■ NT ■ GlANLOW ■ DEID 
THE • [ ]. 

A plain floor-slab. The inscription nuu round tlie edge, in raised Soman 

capitals. 
nt uott Am- John Brenan was admitted free of the Corporation of Irishtown on the 3rd 
htTc^dtX- November, 1605, and paid as an admission fee the sum of Is. 9<2., with 1 lb. of 
o/ nf ««. ^^^ -Q^ ^^ town-sergeant of that Corporation, and one of the " sessors of 

the Friesten-money" in 1633. 

[64.] D. O. M. 

Sacrvm 

IlX"* AC NO^' DnT8 £lCHAIlDVS BvTLEB TICS COMBB DB MOTNTQAKBT. 

Baro. db Kells. &c 

Ex Antiquiseiinis primarie in Hibemi& NobilitatiB fEtmiliia oriuadus, ytpote Petri Butler 
OnnoDiee et Ossorie comiUs, bc Margarets fits Grerald filiK Gomitis de Kildar pronepos, vir 
Religione in Deum, pietate in Patriam, fidelitate in Regem Pace belloq' conspicuus ; de 
Rege, Regno, Ecclesi^ Dei, pro quibus Fortiter periculosis, et maxime turbatis temporibiu 
stetit, optime meritus; fielicia ac fcBcunde Prolis Parens; sibi, maioribua, gc Posteria hoc 
Monumentum pie posuit: memoriam sni nunquam morituram reliquit. Obiit ille [ ] 

Afio. 16[ ]. 

Z>e/uneAtt [sic], acNd>UimmcB Viae Comiium de Mouvtgaret faimUa bene prtcare Viator. 

Tbakslatior : — Sacred to Ood, most excellent, most mighty. The moat illusbioua 
and most noble lord lUchard Butler, Tiscount Mountgarret, Baron of Kella, &c., 
sprung from tbe most ancient families of the chief nobility in Ireland, as being the great- 
grandson of Piers Butler, Earl of Ormonde and Ossory, and Margaret Fitzgerald, daughter 
of the Earl of Eildare. A man conspicuous, both in peace and war, for religion towards 
God, [and] a pious regard for his country; deserving well of the King, the Realm, and 
the Church of Crod, for which he bravely stood in perilous and most troublous times; the 
parent of a fortunate and prolific issue. For himself) his ancestors, and posterity he piously 
erected this monument. Of himself he left a memory never to perish. He died [ ] 

in the year 16[ ]. 

Traveller, of your goodness, pray for the defunct, and for the most noble family of the 
Viscounts Mountganet. 
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A mural monument, in the Rentuasance style, but, as will be presently proved, 
not all of one age. On the base are two shields : the dexter, bearing Mount- 
garret impaling a saltire between six trefoils slipped, two in fess, two in chief, 
and two in base, for Andrews ; the sinister shield also blazoning Mountgarret 
impaling an escutcheon bearing on abend three lions passant gardant, for Branth- 
waite. The inscription is in small Roman letters, and incised. The base of 
the monument, the panel on which the inscription is cut, and a email portion 
of the frieze, are ancient ; the remainder of this very incongruous structure is, 
comparatively speaking, modem, the monument having been "restored" for 
the then Lord Mountgarret, in 1763, by Mr. William CoUes, of Kilkenny. We 
subjoin the proof, extracted from the letter-book of Mr. CoUes, still preserved 
by his descendant, Mr. Alexander CoUes. The letter, dated " Marble Mills, 
May 9th, 1763," and addressed " To the R* Hon"*" Lord Mountgarrett at Bally- 
condre," is as follows: — 

"MtLobd — Tout Lordship's Monument In St. Canice Church being ffinished and Set 
up: I have sent yon by vay fforeman, Mic. Coffee, my Charge for It according to the Esti- 
mate given you and approved of by you: The Pediment Eind arms Id y* Cove 

of it were estimated at £16 : : but as the arms were Left out £6 : : Is Deducted 
for them ; & the price of a Pedestall w*^ was estimated as It was supposed to be Defi- 
cient but was ffound behind the Wainscot Is alsoe Deducted so that y' Lordship is only 
Charged for what was Done, amounting to £37 : : 6. There is a small Bill of scaffold- 
ing &c w'" is always ffound by the Imployer w*" I hope j' Lordship will alsoe pay y* 
Bearer." 

Should the chancel be ever restored in accordance with the style of the 
remunder of the building, the removal of this monument would be absolutely 
necessary ; and the proof here afforded, that little of the ancient work remains, 
would render this proceeding the more desirabla 

Richard, third Viscount Mountgarret, was twenty-four years of age at his AichdiU's 
father Edmund's death in 1602, and had special livery of his estates on the 22nd ^Tm) Z]'ll.' 
February, 1605. During his long and chequered life he bore a part in almost ^'' **" **' ** 
every important transaction which took place in L^land. Whilst yet in his 
twentieth year he joined O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, his father-in law, against a. n. 1699. 
Qtieen Elizabeth ; but was reconciled to the Crown through the powerful in- 
terest of bis cousin, Thomas, Earl of Ormonde. After tlie rebellion of 1641 he 
2b2 
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was joined m a Commission nith James Earl of Ormonde to govern the county 
of Kilkenny, a post which he afterwards filled alone ; but subsequently he gave 
the weight of bis position and interest to the cause of the Confederate Catholics. 
He became General of then: Forces, and afterwards President of the Supreme 
Council, — so that his history from this time is that of Ireland at the period. 
The violence of civil strife, combined with religious antipathies, led many into 
actions of bloodshed and cruelty ; but Lord Mountgarret was ever conspicuous 
for his moderation and for the strenuous efforts he made to alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the distressed Protestants'. He died A. D. 1651, in the seventy-third 
year of his age ; but the date of his decease has not been inserted in the spaces 
left by him for that purpose when he erected his monument in the cathedral. 
He was thrice married, — first, to Margaret, daughter of Hugh O'Neill, Earl of 
Tyrone ; secondly, to Thomasine (who died in 1625, having at Confirmation 
taken the name of Elizabeth), daughter of Sir William Andrews, of Newport 
Pagnel, Bucks ; and, thirdly, to Margaret, daughter of Richard Branthwaite, Esq., 
Sergeant-at-Law, and widow of Sir Thomas Spencer, of Yamton, Oxfordshire, 
who survived her husband until the year 1655. The arms impaled with his on 
the shields, already described, are those of his second and third wives. On the 

Irish would Btillabuaeandoppreaee those English 
which th*jr had not skine nor banished, and 
would commonly ckU them English do>gg&" 
That Lord Mountgarret made no idle threat 
when he spoke of " pisMlling" those who asked 
to have the Protestants put to death, appears 
from the statement of Carte, that, — "seeing one 
of the rank of a gentleman, Ur. Eicfiard Cantadi 
.... plundering in his presence, he waa lo pro. 
Toked that he shot him dead with his pistol." — 
Carte's Ormonde, vol i., p. 267. James Benn, 
sworn July 3, 1643, also testified that,— 
"This deponent hath beene credibly toald by 
some of the Popish and rebellious Citizens there, 
that the Romish titular Bishop of Cashell, Tui- 
logh Oge O'K^eile, brother to the Bebell Sir 
Phelim O'Neile KqL & the Popish citizens of 
Kilkenny aforesaid peticioned or moved ear- 
nestly to the rest of the Counsell ofKUkenny 
that all the English Protestants there should be 



* There remains testimony for and agunst the 
merciful character attributed to Lord Mount- 
garret. Anne, wife of Merryn Mawdsley, sworn 
on the 28th March, 1643, deposed:— "That one 
[ ] Cantwell, Provost Marshall att 

or nere Kilkenny for the rebells, and his com- 
pany, hanged 7 Englishmen that they fownd in 

the way from Balline whereof one was 

ataylor named RichardPhillips, and they hanged 
alsoe an Irishman because he was in company 
of those seven Englishmen. All which 8 persons 
were hanged in the towne of Kilkenny on a 
howse newly framed of timber. And one of the 
rebells fell upon bis knees to the Lord Mount- 
garrott to have all the English hanged, whoe 
answered he would pistoll him If he made any 
more such requestes, ffor that such English as 
were left would gladly enough goe awaye & leave 
the countrie if they knewe howe: which this de> 
pon' thinketh they would, ffor that the rebellious 
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moniunent, when m its original state, it is probable that the arms of his first 
wife were also sculptured, perhaps, in some more honourable position. 

[65.] HiC • lACET ■ GVUELMVS • KtVANE - EOBEETI • FILITS • QTOKDAM • 
CrVlTATIS ■ KiLKENU; ■ TIB - DI8CBETT8 ■ QUI ■ SIBI ■ CHAEISSIMJ: • VIOEI - 
8VJt • ELIZABBTH£ • BEAT • LIBBBIS - AC • POSTEBIS - HOC • UONyHBNTTM - 
FIBEI ■ PBCIT ■ 1647 • ObUT ■ GtIIELMVS ■ [ ] - DIB - MBNSIS - [ ] 

- ANNO - DmI ■ [ ] - ObHT ■ ETIAM • T30E - EIVS ■ ELIZABETHA • [ ] 

- DIB - HENSI8 ■ [ ] • ANNO - [ ]. 

Trahblatioh: — Here Ueth William Kyvane, the son of Robert, formerly of the city of 
Kilkenny, a discreet man, who for himself, his most dear wife, Elizabeth Bray, his children, 
and posterity, caused this raonumect to be erected in the year 1647. William died on the 
[ ] day of [ ], in the year [ ]. Elizabeth also died the [ ] day of 

the month of [ ] in the year [ ]. 

A fiooT-slab ornamented with a segmental cross, arising from a calvary, 
and exhibiting in the centre the sacred monogram, and at the base the skull 



pQtt to death, wheiennto one Richard Lawlis, 
an Alderman there, in excuse of them answered 
and Myd, that the English were all robbed be- 
fore, and he saw noe cause that they should loose 
their tivea. And at divers other tymea when- 
erer it was pressed that the English should be 
patt to Death, tbe Lord Moantgarrett, and his 
sonn Ur. Edmund Butler, and Hr. Philip Pnrcell, 
by ther strengths, meanea, and perswuioQi pre- 
Tented it: they being (as this depo' beleeveth) 
commanded by God almighty eoe to do&" On 
tbe contrary side we hare the evidence of John 
Moore, Clerk, Piebend of Aghoure, who being 
sworn on the 22Qd of February, 1641, averred 
— " that the lo: Mountgaret was in the citie of 
Kilkenny almost all the whyll of onr robinge, 
and thonghe he was accompanied with about two 
handertb armed men, and able enoi^h according 
iuitohiaplace,of being govemour of the conntie, 
[to] have defended us against the strength of all 



the rebels, yet he did rather countenance them; 
many of the rebels wer his servants and tenants, 
and did openly professe that whatsoever they 
did, they did it by his Lordship directione: 
whill as the rebels wer robing any Irish Papist 
in the citie, he was snre to rescue them, as he 
did doctor Gifforde, James Archdeacon, Patrick 
Morphey, and Robert Morphey, ther goods. But 
whill as all the protestants in the citie wet 
robed, some beaten and striped by the rebells, 
he did not no so much as once frowiie upon 
them. If this and the lyk his lo; practeeses be 
not sufficient to demonstrat his endes, and of 
what disposition he is, sur bis Lordship is not 
much better disposed then he was in his yonger 
yeeres, when with the rebels he wu the cheefe 
actour in the burning of the suburbs of the citie 
of Kilkenny in the last rebellion." — Original 
Depo^ioM of 1641, MS., F. 2. C, Library Trin. 
ColL, Dnbl. 
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and cross bones, like No. 60. The inscription runs round the edge and across 

the top in Roman capitals, and is carved in relief. 
ThtMetA*- Robert Kyvan was admitted free of the Corporation of Irishtown on the 
Th^cf^t^ 11th October, 1581, paying an admission fee of 3«. 4rf. There were at the 
<.//n,*tw«. breaking out of the Rebellion of 1641 no fewer than five clergymen of the 
Original Dtpo- dlocese of Ossory named Kyvan, or Kevan, who are named in the depositions 
m8!f.''^c'., ' of that period, viz., Thomas, Patrick, Robert, James, and William, the three 

latter of whom are stated, in those documents, to have on that occasion gone 
r>)i.ii.,p|).3ii. over to the Church of Rome. A Rev. John Eyvan was prebendary of 

Aghoure in 1619, and of Mayne in 1637. 

[66.] D. O. M. 

R"** D. Iacobts Sheb, Gvlielmi Sbnatobis, et in hac Keleenniensi 

CiVITATB, BENE, PBVDEMTER BT P^tlCITBR FVNCTI TEE PR^TOBIS OFFICIO, 
FiLIVS, DiVINI CVLTTS, BT AnIMARVH ZeLO, ReUQDIBQ'b Qu J TBBTH DeI 

Sacebdotem Decent, VmTvriBVS Conspicws, Pkebendarivs de Tasooffih, 
vicAEivs DB Claeaqh, Ecclesi^ Cathedbalis Sancti Camci Pbovidts Pbo- 

CVRATOR, ET ViCABIOBVM COMMVNIS AVUl INDVSTBIVS PbOTISOB; IHTER ALIA 
PIBTATI8 OPBBA, MoKVMENTV HoC SiBI, SUOQVB GeEMANO FeaTRI R. D. IoAMI 

Shbe, Pbbbbndario DE Matne, pabocels Sajtcti loAmns Evangblist^ Eil- 
KENNi^ ViCABio, FiEEi Fecit. Obiit D. Iacobvs Dib 29 Mensis Apbi* Aho 
Dhi. 1648, obiitEtiam D.IoAinfEs Die [ ] mensis [ ]AnoI)16[ ]. 

EtERNAH ILLIS BBQUIBU, ECCLB8I£ DeI PaCBM, BT TbANQTILLITATBU PeE- 

CARE, Viator. 

Yna parme fauata froira quoaprotuUl aluo, 
Vna Sacerdt^et Contmet vma Duot. 

Tbakslatiob: — To God, most excellent, most mighty. The Reverend Master James 
Sbee (son of William, bq alderman of this city of Kilkenny, and who had with credit, pru- 
dence and success thrice discharged the office of Mayor), conspicuous on account of his zeal 
for the worship of God and for [the salva^on of] souls, as well as on account of the other 
virtues which become a true priest of God, prebendary of Tascoffin, vicar of Claragh, the 
judicious procurator of the cathedral church of St. Canice*, and industrious csconomist 

■Built up in thepierof thesoath-eastgateof ecriptioninrauedSomancapitals:— b.d.iaoobvs 
the churchyard is a stone with the following in- shbb fbootbatob txmfu 1647- 
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of the vican of the common hall* ; amongst other works of piety caused this monument 
to be erected for himself and hU own brother, the Reverend Master John Shee, preben- 
dary of Mayne, vicar of the pansh of St. John the Evangetist, Kilkenny. Master James 
died on the 29tb day of the month of April, A.D. 1648. Master John likewise died on 
[ ] day of the month [ ] A.D. 16[ ]. 

Traveller, pray for eternal rest to them, and peace and tranquillity to the Church of God. 

A mural tablet in the Reoaissance style, but of cousiderable elegance ; 'which 
remaiQa in its original position, set in the wall of the north side aisle. Above 
the panel which bears the iascriptioQ is sculptured a shield with the achieve- 
ment of Shee, viz., with a crescent for difference, 1st, per bend indented, two 
fleurs de lis ; 2nd, three swords fesswise, the middlemost pointing towards the 
dexter side ; 3rd, three swords, two in saltire pointing downwards, and one in 
pale pointing upwards ; 4th, a chevron erinine between three pheons. Crest, 
a swan rising'': motto, tojcit Veritas. Above all are the sacred monogram and 
the three nails of the Passion. In the wall the quarterings are repeated singly, 
the shields being placed two on each side of the monument, on lozenge-shaped 
slabs. The inscription is incised. On a stone in the floor of the north side 
aisle are the words, ostivu hokvubnti d. iacobi shee sacesdotis. 

The O'Shees or O'Sheths— Hibernio^, Ua Sejoa — were a Milesian &mily, p-mr Uat^; 
of whom the head seems to have been chief of Ui-Rathach in Iveragh, county ' "' ^ 
of Kerry. Sir J. Bernard Burke deduces the Kilkenny branch from " an Odanus Burke'* iwajw 
O'Shee," but does not state the time at which that personage flourished; how- ea ib43, ^ 
ever, he says, his " descendant, Robert Shee, settled in Kilkenny, and, falling **' "'*^' 
at the battle of Mealiffe, 6th August, 1500, was succeeded by his only son, 
Richard Shee, Esq.," whose son Robert was a justice of peace for the county of 
Kilkenny, and purchased property there. This last Robert was father of Sir 

•In the wallof a yard near the foot of St. Ca- Dexter side lU proper. Z"* sab. 8 pheons arg*. 

nice's Steps is a stone with the following in- 4"" gules 3 swords, 2 in salt' pointing down- 

soription, in raised Roman capitals : — r . d . wards, & one in pale pointed upwards, all pro- 

ucOBvs ■ SBBi . viCAEioavM ■ cOMifvins ■ per. 6^ Arg* 3 Bars gules over all a Bend sable. 

AVLX -FBOVISOB ■ ANKO - DNi ■ 1647. 1<^ per Pale indented or & gules. The 8*^ and 

■•"SheeiOf Com.EilkenDy,Bears6coatBqiUu^ last, Arg> a chev" betw* 3 Pheons sable. By 

terly. 1** & 5'^ per Bend indenhid or & az. 2 Bob* Cook Clarenoieuz K. at Arms. 7*^ Au- 

Tlordelis's counterchanged. 2^ is gules 3 swords gust, 1562, 24*^ Elizabeth." — Heraldic MS. 

FesBwayes the middlemost pointing towards y* penes auot. 
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Richard Shee, of BonneBtown, Uppercourt, and Sheestown, an eminent lawyer, 
professionally engaged in the service of the Onnonde fiimily ; and who, probably, 
received his knighthood through the influence of that house with the Lord 
Deputy of Ireland. The Ulster King at Anna cannot, however, be quite cor- 
rect as to the CVShee pedigree, as there was a member of the family settled in 
a,»«eir, BBoi. Kilkenny earlier than the Robert slain in 1500, Thomas Sheth having been one 
K^™nyCuti^ of the portreves of the town in 1396, and having filled the same office again in 
1422, on which latter occasion his name is spelled Shee in the municipal records. 
The father of the two ecclesiastics for whom the monument was erected in 
the cathedral died on the 18th April, 1584, and was interred, with his wife, 
Margaret Walsh, in the churchyard of St. Mary's parish, where their monument 
still remains. Both these clergymen appear to have taken an active part in 
o^trn eoHcm- the procecdings of the Confederate Catholics of Kilkenny, the prebendary of 
n'tL Ift"^ Mayne in particular, whose name is subscribed with those of Bishop Roth, and 
KiikeoDj, 1848, the Other Roman Catholic divines then in the city, to the answers to the que- 
^ ries of the Supreme Council in 1648, whereby the former declared themselves 

in favour of the cessation of hostilities. Robert Shee, grandson and heir of Sir 
Mtmain of Richard, and a relative of these two clergymen, was one of the prime movers of 
fttiia, 1767, ' the ou^break, and it was in his house in Coal-market that the first meeting 
^ ' of the Confederate Council was held. The monument appears, by the date 

thereon, to have been erected whilst the cathedral was in the possession of the 
Roman Catholic party. 

[67.] D. 0. M. 

PaTRICIVS MvBPHIB CIVI8, SBNATOK, & QTOITOAM PB^TOE KlLKENlENSIS, 
VIR PEVDENS, PKOBVS, PIVS, PAVPEBVM & FVPILLOBVM MEEITO PARENS, MOETA- 
LITATIS DVM YIVEBET HEUOB, 8IBI, CHASI^IU^ TXOBI SVM, AnASTASIA 
PhELAN, MATBON.X LeCTISSIMJE, OPTDIX, NVMERUS^ KECNOH £eVDIT£ PbOLIS 
MaTBI, FeLIO AC H^EEDI SVO RiCHAEDO MtBPHIE 0MMIBV8 MVLTVM CHAEO, 
VlCE-CoMinS MVSEEE KiLKENLfi SVMMA COM LaVDB IVnCTO, MtKHB 
FlOEB Pb^EEPTO, EiVS VxOBI ElIS* RoTHE, LiBEEIS, AC P08TEBIS MoNV- 

mehtvm Hoc PosviT. Obijt Pateicivs 3° Deb Mbhsis mabtu, 1648. Anas- 
TAsiA 6"" DiB Febevabh 1646. Richaedvs 8"" Dm iVKn, 1643. Elisa 
[ ] die Mensis [ ] 



yGooQie 



CHAP. II.] INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. 311 

Ezattatw hnmiles Dem hio extolle sepoltos 

Qui faerant humiles semper am ore tui 
Qui Requiem, uitam, solamen, Dona, salutem 

PauperibuB Dederant bis miserere deus. omen. 

Juiwit amor wioa, vno mortjungit amemtet 

Marmore, non morHur qui bene vixit, amor. 
Chri^ venie amor post mortem niM, et addit 

Sterna vitce gaudia eonnubio. 

John Murphy the Son of the above mentioned Rich'' died 16 Not', A. D. 1690. 
Mary Tobin the Wife of lohn 17 lanuary 169f. Barnaby Murphy the son of lohn 28 
January 1741. Mary Shee his wife died 3 November 1737. Thomas the son of Bamaby 
(who in compliance with his own wishes is interred outside this wall but in the family 
burial ground) departed this life 18'" Sep' 1776 in the 68 Year of his age. Also his wife 
Mary Meagher who died 30 day of Sep' 1787 in the 58 Year of her age. Bamaby Murphy 
the eldest son of Tho* & Mary Murphy died in London the 4"' of June A. D. 1802 in the 
61 Year of bis age. His body lies deposited in a Tomb in the Church yard of S'Pancras. 

TRAHBtATiON : — Master Patrick MuTphy, citizen, alderman, and sometime mayor of 
Kilkenny, a man prudent, honest, and pious, truly the parent of the poor and of the orphan 
whilst he lived, remembering mortality, erected this monument for himself for his most dear 
wife Anastasia Phelan, a most rare and excellent matron, the mother of a numerous and 
teamed issue ; for His son and h^ Richard Murphy, universally beloved, who most laudably 
discharged the office of sheriiT, but was snatched away in the flower of his age ; for his wife 
Eliza Rothe; [and] for his children and posterity. Patrick died the 3rd day of the month 
of March, 1648; Anastasia, the 6th day of February, 1648; lUchard, the 8tb of June, 
1643 ; Eliza, the [ ] day of the month of [ ] 

An elaborate Senaisaance nuiral monument, occupying ita original posi- 
tion against the wall of the north side aisle. It has been repaired, and 
several portions were supplied anew, when the slab containing the latest 
inscriptions was inserted, subsequently to the year 1802. The inscriptions are 
incised, and were recut when the monument was repaired, as appears by the 
alteration of the year of Kchard Murphy's death from 1643 (the true date) to 
1640. The pillars which support the frieze rise from an altar-shaped base, the 
top-stone of which is formed by the monument of Nicholas Motyng (No. 29), 

28 
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which aeeniB to have been incorporated with the monument when it was first 
erected. On the upper part of the structure is carved a shield bearing per 
pale; dexter side, quarterly, lat and 4th, gulea a lion rampant or, 2nd and 3rd 
argent a lion rampant gulea, over all a fees sable charged with three garbes or — 
for Murphy ; sinister side, or a cross engraUed gules between four martlets 
sable — for Phelan. Crest, a lion rampant, his paw on a garb, all or ; Motto, 
FORTis ET HosFrrALis. The arms are repeated separately below, and all retain 
indications of colour. On the slab in the floor near the monument are tbe 

words, — OSTIVM ■ MOHVMBHTI • PATRTIT ■ MVEPHTB ■ BT • TS0BI8 ■ BTVS ■ 
ANASTATIC • PHELAK ■ AND ■ DSI ■ 1647. 

The first record which we have of any member of this Leinster Milesian 
sept, in connexion with the municipality of Kilkenny, is the nomination of John 
Murphy to the office of coroner by the great Charter of James I. in 1609, 
followed, four years subsequently, by a royal license to William Murphy and 
origuudDtpo- his daughtcr. Rose, to open a tavern in that city. Patrick Murphy of the 
MS., f!2.c., ' inscription was mayor of Kilkenny at the eventful period of 1642-3 ; but 
' although the " Depositions" of that time accuse his son-in-law, Edmond Roe 
Furcall, of plundering tbe Protestant inhabitants, and his son, Richard Murphy, 
who was sheriff in 1641, with complicity in the rebellion, and with having 
boasted that it was he who opened the town-gates for the admission of the rebels, 
we are led by their tenor to suppose that he did not put himself forward as a 
prominent actor in those troubles. He is mentioned amongst a few of the Roman 
Catholic inhabitants whose goods were plundered by the rebels, but who had 
restitution made to them by order of Lord Mountgarret, whilst that grace was 
denied to similar sufferers professing the Reformed faith ; and he would also 
appear to have at that Ume received and entertained in his house a Protestant 
clergyman, John Keavan, one of the prebendaries of the cathedral. Robert and 
Edmond Murphy were on the Hst of citizens of Kilkenny attainted for their 
connexion with the cause of King James U., at the end of the same century. 

[68.] HIC lACET C0RPV8 TH0M.« HILL HVIV8 EcCLESLfi DECANI ET 8. 8. 
THEOL. APVD CANTABRIG1ENSE8 DOCTORIS OBIIT PRIMO DIE BOVEMBEIS MDCUOOIl. 

Tbahslation : — Here lieth the body of Thomas Hill, dean of this Church, and doctor 
in Sacred Theology of Cambridge. He died on the 1st day of November, itDCLXxni. 
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A floor-slab ; the lascription, in raised Roman capitals, runs across the top. 

It appears by the records of the University that Thomas Hill became B. A. 
of Cambridge in 1655, A.M. in 1659, andD.D. in 1670. He was appointed a CMoa-tFoiH, 
prebendary of St Patrick's cathedral, Dublin, in 1667, and receiving his patent ^^ ^^^^ 
for the deanery of St Caoice, March 11, 1670-1, was admitted on the 1 8th of the 
same month. His will, bearing date at Kilkenny, March 3, 1672, is extant It PramgaUn 



" In priiDiB I [ordain} mj soul unto the hands of God who gave it me, beeecching him 
to have mercy on it at the hoar of death and in the day of judgment. My body I bequeath 
to the grave, to be buried in Kilkenny cathedral, without sermon, mourning, or any other 
ceremony but y' prayers of y* Church (together with evening prayers) appointed for that 
office. Item, I make my well-beloved wife, Jane Hill, my sole executrix, and do freely 
give her all y* any where belongs to me, or as I am my father's executor, beseeching her 
to be kind unto my poore deare children, Thomas, James, Richard, and that which she 
travels with, and for their sake, and for her own, not to be too passionate for my death. 
Z<et her breed them up in the fear of God and they will prosper ; and God bless my chil- 
dren, my wife, and have mercy on my soul." 

He died the year after that in which he made this will, having, on the 22nd of tnu* Book tf 
June previous, been made free of the city of Kilkenny. 

[69.] In p. M. Joh. Bvshop qbohd. EBOieTEAiin hvtvs Dicecer Avi svi 

& EdWABDI BuSHOP Fa^BBND. DB KiLLAMEBBT IN hIc EcCLB. CatEED. FaTBIS 
8VI Smi SVISQVB POSTBEIB HOC POSVIT WaLTEB BvSHOP 12 JvNU 1677. 

Tkanblatioh ; — To the pious memory of his grandfather, John Bushop, sometime 
registrar of this diocese, and of his fother, Edward Bushop, prebendary of Eillamory, in 
this cathedral church, for himself and his descendants, Walter Bushop placed this [monu- 
ment] on the 12th of June, 1677. 

There is at present no trace to be seen of this monument, originally set in 
the floor of the Lady Chapel, it being completely hidden by the Bishop's Court 
We give the inscription as we find it in O'Phelan's Manuscript Catalogue of 
the Tombs ; but cannot vouch for its accuracy. 

John and Edward Bushop were sufferers by the troubles of 1641, and made 
depositions as to their losses. John had taken land firom Walter Walsh, of 
2s2 
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Original Dtpo- Castkhoel, at Glandonell ; but on the breaking out of the rebellion fled from 
Ha, F. s. a, ' the district, losing in " profits of his &rme and tythes worth xxx" ^ annum, 
until a peace be established." Edward Bushop was at the time incumbent of 
id. the parish of Rathbeagh, and was forcibly expelled from hia parsonage-house by 

the rebels, and plundered of his property, amounting, as he swore, to the value 
of £418, "being all y* relief he had for himself, his wiff, and of his owne, & hia 
grandchildren." "Walter Bushop is on the roll of freemen of the Corporation of 
Irishtown for the year 1661. 

[70.] Hebb lteth interbed the bodt of hbs fbabcbs eotlkbs als white 
datohteb to obtefrth white oe bbhllab in fembb0ceb-6hibe esqtibb 
who beinq twice mabbied fib8t to uaiob fbancis bolton aftebwabds to 
babtholouew eotles bsqtire dted thb fiftbenth oat of notehbeb 1689 
in the yeabe of heb age £2. 

An elaborate Benaissance mural monument, supported on a base of altar 
shape. Above the inscription is Em escutcheon charged with the following 
arms, viz., a fleur-de-lis, with crescent for difference, impaling three stags' heads 
cabosbed. The crest is lost There is a floor-slab in St. Mary's Chapel, at 
present covered by the Bishop's Court, with the words: — Hebe is the Ofendio 
OF THE Vaite of M^ Fbahces Fovlkes 1687. 
Ron,i9Ct.u. The persons commemorated in the inscription on this monument appear to 
back. No. SI. have been CromweUian settlers in the district. Amongst the grants under the 
Acts of Settlement and Explanation is one confirming to " Bartholomew Fowke 
and Frances, his wife, relict of Major Francis Bolton," the possession of the castle 
of Dromard and various lands in the baronies of Ikerrin and Killnemanagb, 
county of Tipperary, reserving to Pierce, Viscount Ikerrin, such lights as might 
be adjudged to him in a portion of the property, after reprisals. Bartholomew 
Foulks was appointed MMter Extraordinary in Chancery for the province of 
Munster by patent, dated 25th January, 1665. Amongst the Chapter recorde 
is the following entry, \mder date 19th May, 1687: — 

Chapitr Book, " Ordered that the Executors of M** Frances Foulkes, od payment of £10 fine, sball 

^ ^^' have a grant, at 20a. V an. rent, of the ground in S' Mary's chappel, in the Gathedreli 

where the said M" Foulkes' monument is now built" 

The monument waa removed from St Mary's chapel into the south transept 
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about thirty years ago, when the Bishop's Court was erecting in the former, 
and its position has since been twice changed, first to the north side aisle, 
and finally again to the south transept 

[71.] Hebe lteth the bodt of bichabd lonqe who departed this life 

THE 18 OF APBIL ANNO DOMXtll 1690. 

This is a plain floor-slab, with inscription in Roman characters. The names 
of Lang and Long, which appear to be identical, frequently appear on the 
burgess rolls and lists of municipal officers of Kilkenny &om an early period. 

[72.] nic n^acet uoowuta Gttwau GdMu^Mii OMdcowus avi Gvtii 

veacio die tTRoctu t6^ Guelaiii rfiue 77. 

T&ASBLATiOB: — Here lietli Thomas Ottway, BiBbop of Owory, who died the 6th day 
of March, 1692-S, in the 77th year of his age. 

A plain fioor-slab, covered with the inscription, which is cut in large itaUc 
characters, curiously flourished. 

For a memoir of Bishop Otway the reader is referred to the proposed 
" History of the See of Ossory." 

[73.] ^it %am aaic&Biti^ €hnk qobb' buiats* tiElk lOkaiU 9' obfft [ ] 

ct 'ElntB 3Elotiie tuot ef' q obfU [ ]. 

Tbanslatiob: — Here lieth Kchard Clonan, formerly a buigeaa of the town of KilkenDy, 
who died [ ], and Elena Rothe, his wife, who died [ ]. 



A floor-slab, here accurately engraved to the scale of half an inch to a foot. 
At either side of the cross are the emblems of the trade of Uie deceased. 
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coDsisting of cutting and paring knives, awl, and slicker, together with the upper 
leather, and sole of an Irish brogue. There is an erroneous opinion prevalent 
that this ia the monument of the murderer of Bishop Walshe ; but we possess 
indubitable proof that no such stain attaches to the memory of Richard Clonan, 
who, no doubt, was a respectable tradesman in his day. 

[74.] ^m • lire • gjoftn • ftpritt • hnt^i ■ q' • obfft [ ] ■ 6ie ■ [ ] - anlr - 

tifs - aesfft • 3ioane ■ lEttndre ■ q' • obf it ■ [ ] • tiEc • [ ]. 

This curious mixture of English and Latin is cut in Old English characters 
on a more ancient coffin-shaped monument, which had been ornamented with 
an Edwardian cross in relief; it is broken into two fragments, which are sepa- 
rated from each other. John Sprise (the name is always spelled with an « in 
the municipal records) was five times a collector of the " Priesten-money" of 
St Canice's parish, between the years 1604 and 1615; and in the year 1623 
he appears on the roll of burgesses of Irishtown. 

[75.] [®]limnnl)ns aSatlet qu[E otifft] bft mn* ^ttlii »" ti' 

in° n(e eC owt q* otifft t 

Tbavslatios : — Edmiud BnU«r who [died] the day of the 

month of July, A.D. M hia wife, who died 

A fragment of a floor-slab inscribed in Old English characters. Edmond 
Butler was one of the coUectors of the " Priesten-money" of the parish in the 
year 1633. 

[76.] ^it %aai ^nmC o 33ant ®t ineif[a] ®ale. 

Tbansutioh:— Here lies Anthony O'Bone and Muia Gale. 
A plmn floor-slab. The inscription is in Old English characterB. 

[77.] Hbbb lteth William • Dowlt. 

A small, plain floor-slab. The inscription is cut in raised Boman characters. 
William Dowly — the " 0" is not prefixed to his name in the Corporation records 
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— waa one of the eessors of the " Priesten-money" of the pariah in 1608, and 
several subsequent years. In 1630 he was elected one of the constables of 
Irishtown, and the record of his appointment specifies that his trade was that 
of a cottoner. 

Tombs of thb Eighteesth Cbnturt. — There are only fifteen monuments 
of this period, of which five are mural tombs, — all tablets, except those of 
Archbishop Cox and Dean Pack, which are of more elaborate design : nine 
are plain floor-slabs : and one — that of the Taylor family — ^is a rude and taste- 
less altar tomb, such as may be seen ordinarily crowding country churchyards. 
All the inscriptions belonging to this century are incised. 

[78.] BeEE . LTETH . THE . BODT . OF . CHARLES • SANDFORD . 07 . SANDFO"". 
CODBT . ESQ' . WHO . DEPABTED . THI* . LIFE . THB . 4Tn . OF . DECEMBER . 
A . D . 1701 . 

A simple, unadorned floor-slab. The Sandfords were an ancient Shrop- 
shire family. Thomas de Sandford fought at Hastings on the side of the Con- 
queror, and his name is on the roll of Battle Abbey. In 1426 Uie Sandford 
estate at Lie, near Whitechurch, in the county of Salop, was granted to Nicholas 
Sandford, of Calverhall, who was the fourteenth in descent from the founder 
of the family in England. Captain John Sandford was settled in Ireland in the J"*-^"^^"' 
reign of James I., and in the year 1613 received a grant for ever of all moun- sl 
tain lands, bogs, and woods in Ulster, escheated to the crown, at a yearly rent 
of £10, in consideration of his absence during the distribution of the escheated 
lands in Ulster, in consequence of which no portion was assigned to him, he 
being then engaged in conducting the loose kern and swordsmen of that pro- 
vince to the service of the King of Sweden, and disburdening the country by 
that means of many turbulent and disafiected persons who would otherwise 
have troubled the peace. The gentleman interred in the Cathedral of St. 
Canice appears to have been the first of the family who was connected with 
the county of Kilkenny. The property of Sandford's-court was known for 
centuries by the name of Cantwell's-court, and was forfeited by Thomas Cant- 
well, Esq., Provost-Marshal under the Confederate Catholics. Under the Acts 
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Aos 18 of Settlement and Explanation it was granted to Arthur, Lord Viscomit 

^tfa'i^ Banelagh, in 1666, from whom Sandford would appear to have purchased it, 

***• ^"^ **■ and changed the name. His Bucceeeor in the property wae Thomas Saodford, 

Buriu'>p«r<9i Esq., of Sandford's-coml;, who married Alicia, second daughter of Hany, second 

^^843^°''' Lord Blaney, and she, having outlived him, remarried with John Langrisbe, 

**' ^^^' Esq., of Enocktopher, the grandfather of Sir Hercules Langrishe, created a 

baronet in 1777. The Sandforda became extinct in Kilkenny towards the end 

of the century, when the property of Sandford's-court passed to the Warren 

family, but it was recently sold in the Incumbered Estates Court, and a portion 

of it has been purchased by John M*Namara Cantwell, Esq., solicitor, — thus 

replacing the name of the ancient owners amongst the proprietors of the county 

of Kilkenny. 

[79.] H. S. E. 

Sianduias HartitORge ArtnT fVina nata iit". Standisti HaxUtotige Ba^. Ik Seacearii 
Regii Baronis in Agro Norfolcienei orimidas. Qui in hde Civitate Recordatoria Et m 
Palatinatu Tipperarietui Ctutodia Rotulorum munmitu Diu et prcselara Junetat, Obiit 
Pr: Cal: Jumi anno MDCCIV. Ckariasimo Prairi P. Johanes JEptacoptu Oaaoriennt 
Fdieaii ^ Ipse Rafarreetionen tub hoc olim marmore expeetaiunu. 

Tbahblation : — Here is buried Standish Hartstonge, Esq., third son of Sir Standuh 
Hartstooge, Bart, a native of the county of Norfolk, who, having long and honourably 
diacharged the office of Recorder of this city, and of Gustos Rotulorum in the palatinate of 
Tipperary, died on the Slst of May, in the year MDCCIV. Erected to hia dearest bro- 
ther by John, Bishop ofOssory, himself intending to awut a, happy resurrection under 
this marble. 

A plain floor-slab, the inscription cut in Italic characters. 

Standish Hartstonge the elder. Baron of the Exchequer, was previously 
Recorder of Limerick, and his wife having died on the 5th of July, 1663, he 
erected a monument to her memory in St Mary's church in that city. Dinelej, 
in his *' Tour in Ireland," a manuscript in the possession of Sir T. E. Winnington, 
Bart, which is in course of publication by the Kilkenny ArcbsBoIog^cal Socie^, 
gives a pen-and-ink sketch of the monument, which was a mural tablet, bearing a 
device representing a heart surmounted by a cloven tongue, in allusion to the 
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name. This lady, as appears by the inscription, was " Elizabeth, daughter of 
Francis Jermy, of Gunton, in the county of Norfolk, Esq', by Alice his wife, 
y* daughter of Sir Anthony Irby, of Boston, K"," The inscription further 
stated her to be the mother of eleven children, of whom seven were living in 
1677. Of these, two became connected with Kilkenny — John, although bora in siru* wart, 
England, first by partially receiving his education at the celebrated grammar **'■'•' "^ *"■ 
school known as " The College," founded by the Duke of Ormonde ; and sub- 
sequently l)y having been, in 1693, promoted by King William III to the 
bishopric of Ossory, after serving for many years, and through four campaigns in 
Flanders, as chaplain to the Dukeof Ormonde ; — Standish by being appointed 
in 1694 Becorder of the city, through the influence of his brother with the 
Corporation. It was alleged, in certain subsequent law proceedings, by that 
Corporation, that the Bishop bad covenanted with them to induce the bur- j 
gesses of Irishtown to surrender their claim to privileges disputed by the Cor- qgu,, ku- ' 
poration of the city, as a consideration for this appointment, which engagement, '"''^' 
however, he never fulfilled. Be this averment as it may, it is certain the 
Bishop, instead of inducing the Irishtown Corporation to forego their claims, 
strenuoiisly aided and encouraged them in eustaining them, whilst his brother 
Standish, as Becorder, was as actively engaged during the remainder of his life 
in prosecuting the opposing interests of the city of Kilkenny in the courts of 
law, and died without having brought the suit to an issue. Standish was elected 
member of Parliament for the City of Kilkenny in 1695 and 1703, and made i.ii«- jfHm. 
his will on the 9th of January, 1704, in which be describes himself as '* of the A-(nya/» 
city of Dublin," and directs that his body " shall be decently buried, but 
without pomp, in the parish church of Sl Audeans" there. He bequeathed 
aU his real estate, called Talbot's Inch", in the parish of St. Canice, Kilkenny, 
to his brother, the Bishop of Ossory ; and to his nephew, Standish Brownlow, 
all his " study of books," " provided he takes on him the profession of the law ;" 
but if he does not, he bequeathed them to his brother, the Bishop. To the poor 
of Kilkenny he left 40a. '* Item whereas the Corporation of the Citty of Kil- 
kenny are indebted unto me in the sum of £20 sterling, I do hereby give, 

• Talbot's Inch kppeuB to have been, in the Hartitooge bjr hii brother, to whom we find it 
firat instance, porohased in trust for Standish here ultimately beqneathed_See p. 258, xupra. 



.Google 



320 INSCRIBED MONUMENTS. [bbct. n. 

devise, and bequeath the stud sum for erecting and setting up a clock in the 
Tollsell of the said cit^." And whereas his " nephew. Sir Standish Harts- 
tonge, did, in his grandiather's life, behave himselfe disobediently and xrnduti- 
fully towards him," and that he " had also carried himself disrespectively*" to the 
testator, therefore he " thought fitt not to leave him anything." This Sir Standish 
appears to have borne himself more "respectively" towards his uncle the Bishop, 
as it was doubtless by the influence of that prelate that he was returned Member 
SHimd Boon of of Parliament for the borough of Irishtown, in 1713 and 1715. He had pre- 

lit OrrpoTatian .,,,-x 

ofiruMMm. viously been elected portreve of Inshtown m I71I, also on the Bishops nomi- 

M- nation, as was his son, Pryce Hartstonge, in 1713. The Register of Kilkenny 

College shows "Pryce, son of Sir Standish Hartstonge, Bart.," to have been 

admitted to that institution at the sge of fourteen years, in 1703, and " Martin 

Hartstonge, gent, aged 12 years, entered the second class, October 18, 1705." 

[80.] Sere Lyeth the Body of JT Richard Duigin Who deptxrUd this life 
April 4" 1708. 

A plain fioor-slab, the inscription in italic characters. 

The name, often written Dwigine and Duigan, frequently occurs amongst 

the muniments of the borough of Irishtown in the sixteenth and seventeenth 

MoMAnemit ceuturies. lu 1576 ThomBs Dwigine was towu-seTgeant of Irishtowu. Between 

the years 1591 and 1595 Dionicious Dwiggin was, with other citizens of CO- 



RonofAettmmu ^^^^^y* fio^d 20*. for absenting himself from divine service in the parish chiuch, 

h^dbi &!»« according to the Eeformed ritual. In 1604 Sir Teig Duigan was on a list of 

w^l^^4^ "the names of the popish priests, seminaries, and Jesuits in the diocese of Os- 

38 EiiubMb. aory" returned by the Bishop to the Lord Deputy of Ireland. On the 15th of 

qgia^^oD. April, 1698, the Duke of Ormonde made a lease of lives renewable for ever of 

on^taiuMM^i the lajuJa of Palmerstown, at a rent of £31 4t8., with a fat beef and two &t 

W(rf EMaiu wethers, as accates, or £2 sterling per annum in lieu thereof, at his Grace's 

election, to " Richard Duigin of the city of Kilkenny, Grentleman ' — the person 

for whom the monument was placed in the cathedral This family anciently 

possessed property in the Queen's Coimty. In the churchjrard of Skeirke, 

near Borris-in-Ossory, is a stone, originally portion of a chimney-piece in the 

now demolished castle of Skeirke, with the following, apparently imperfect, 
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inscription, in raised Roman capitals : — 4. iebvs • uabia 4* 4. iobh • - dtioin 
•f* rvxn ■ 13 •{■ KiXEN . PVBCBLL ■{'■ "^^^ name is still found in Kilkenny, — Sur- 
geon Duigan of the Royal Navy, who served in the Baltic, and afterwards in the 
Crimea with the Naval Brigade, during the late Russian war, being a native 
of that coun^. 

[81.] 0. S. 

Rbtieendvs Stbphanvs Vavghan hvjvs EccLESLfi Thbsavbabivs in 

AQBO A[ll]vONEKSI NATVS, OXONU! BDVCATVS, HANC VITAM TBAH8IT0BIAM 
EZLEENLS PINTVIT 22° Af EILIS HDCCZI. AC GlOBIOSAU EXPECTAVS RbSVBBEC- 
TIONEM 8VBTV8 JACBT TVMVLATV8. AlICIA VaVGHAN AL* LLoyD VXOB BJV8 
CHABISSIMA FOSVIT. 

Trahslatioh : — ^To the Onmipoteat Saviour. The Reverend Stephen V«ughao, trea- 
surer of this church, bom in the county of Camarron, educated at Oxford, ended this tran- 
Bitory life at Kilkenny on the S2nd of April, 1711, and lieth buried beneath, expecting a 
glorious reenneoUon. Alice Vaughan alias Lloyd, his most dear wife, placed thia mo&nment 

Thia tomb, like that of the Bushops (No. 69, supra), is situated in the 
Lady Chapel, and entirely covered over by the wood-work of the present 
Bishop's Court. We can only give the insra-iption as we find it in O'Phelan's 
manuscript 

The Rev. Stephen Vaughan, a native of Wales, received priest's orders cotioo'i Fom. 
in the year 1670, was admitted to the prebend of Blackrath, in the cathe- 
dral of St. Canice, on the 6th May, 1671, and installed two days subse- 
quently. On the Ist of March, 1675-6, he was admitted into the college of the 
vicars choral of the cathedral as Dean's Vicar; and, on the 29th of March, 1687, 
being collated to the prebend of Tascoffin, ceased to be prebendary of Blackrath. 
In 1689 he was one of those attainted by the Irish Parliament of King James II., 
on the plea of absence from the country ; but the success of William of Orange 
restored to him his benefice, and on the 37th of July, 1691, he was collated 
to the Treasurership of the cathedral He married Alice, second daughter oi Aichdiii'* 
Robert Lloyd, Esq., of Placenewyd, Denbighshire, by Grissild, fourth daughter ii^'^^1^' 
of Roland Bulkeley, Esq., who was resident at Porthamell, in Wales, in the year 
2t2 
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fl-wrar'. 1600. Thc wlU of the Rev. Stephen Vaughan bears date 3rd February, 1708-9. 

atouorj. and probate issued 5 th July, 1711. He bequeathed 30«. to the poor of each of the 
parishes of Skeirke, Ennisnagg, and St Canice, to be disbursed by the Bishop 
of Ossory within six months from his decease. His property in Wales, consisting 
of a house and garden in Carnarvonshire, he left to his sister Catherine and her 
husband, together with the furniture there, " excepting for one large brass pott, 
which I order to be delivered to my executrix when called for." His house in 
Kilkenny, held from the Duke of Ormonde, he bequeathed in reversion to his 
niece, Dorothy Connell, after the death of his wife, to whom he left the rest of 
his property, excepting a few trifling money legacies, naming her his sole exe- 
cutrix, but to be advised and assisted by his brother-in-law, Kichard Connell, 
and his cousin, Thomas Bulkeley. 

[82.] Hebe ltbth the body of cap* eobeet babton late of the hon"" 
c0ll° henbt habbis0n8 beoim* who defabted this life the fifth dat of 

HOVEM" 1723 IS THE 63'' TBAEB OF HIS AGE. 

A plain floor-slab, with inscription in Roman capitals. 

Robert Barton appears to have been a Cromwellian settler in Kilkenny. We 
Prerogative kuow uothing of his history except what the above inscription discloses, and a 
similar statement of his military rank made in his will, which document bears date 
3rd November, 1723, two days before his death. It opens thus: — " In the name 
of Grod, Amen. I Robert Barton, of the Irishtown near the Citty of Kilkenuy, 
Esq", late Capt" in the Hon. Col. Henry Harrisons Regiament of Foot, being 
weak in body," &c He directs his body to be buried " at the discretion of my 
executrix," naming to that office, and as his sole legatee, " my dearly beloved 
wife, Catherine Barton, alias Van Aulst." 

[83.] H. M. 

Subtus adjacet Quod Venerabilium Hujus Ecclesie Decani et CapituH BeneGcio 
Reliquijs Sui Suorumq' mhumandia Conditiorium H. Nicolaus Cormicke EilkenniensiB, 
A.B. MDCCXXIII. Beatam illis Resunectionem, Lector apprecare. 

TaARBiATiON : — Beneath, close at hand, lies the depoaitoiy, intended for the burial of 
tlie rematna of himself and his family, which NichoIaB Cormicke, of Kilkemiy, hath been 
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allotted hy the favour of the venerable the Dean and Chapter of thb cathedral, A.D. 1723. 
Readei, pray for theit happy renirrection. 

A m\iral tablet, with armorial insignia still retaining traces of colour. 
The field is divided per pale: — Dexter side, argent on a bend sable three 
escalops of the first, impaling gules a lion rampant argent. Sinister side: — 
Gules, three covered cups or. Crest: — A dexter arm, embowed, vambraced, 
the hand holding an axe. Motto: — laboub omhia vincit. On a slab in the 
floor beneath is cut the words. The Opbhihg of Mb. Nicholas Cokmick's 
Vault. With respect to the Cormick vault the following entiy appears on a^a- 
the Chapter Book of St. Canice:— ^ ^ ^* 

" Whereas, the 11*" of August 1726 there was a grant to Mr. Nicholas Connicke for 
him & hia posterity for ever to be baij'd in his burying place in the Cathedral! without 
paying the accuBtomed Sees, in consideration of s* Cormicke's paying five pounds towards 
the repairs of the Cathedral; and whereas the s^ five pounds have not been paid, £ that s' 
Cormicke & his family refuse to pay the serv" of the Oathedrall their fees, & and this body 
being advised that they cannott grant away the Right of their successors, we do hereby 
reserve, revoke, and anull afores" grant." 

The Connicks, or Cormacks, were a respectable trading family settled in 
Eilkenn;^ during the eighteenth and first half of the present century. Several 
members of the family appear on the Register of Kilkenny College as having 
received their education in that institution. 

[84.] Sub hoc marmore clauditur Aniirf Cox Quod Mortale fiiit, Jacobi O'Bbieit, 
filii Comitis nuperi de Imghequin, filis: Qua Michaeli Cox, Episcopo Ossorienu, Anno 
1745, Matrimonio juncta eodem anno, statu buk 23, Fatal! Fuerperio abrepta est, Friua 
enixa Filium. Quante jacturse quantiltum SolamenI Ilia nempe Tarn Corporis quam 
animi dotibus a Natur& ditata, Dign4que iiedem diBciplin& Liberaliter instituta, non minus 
sancti quam eleganter vitam exegit. Ingens sui deaiderium Parentibus, cognatis, amicis; 
Infandum Conjugi mssrorem, SinguUsque Singularum virtutum Exemplar opimum reliquit. 
Contemplare, Lector, Humane Felicitada caducatn Sortem, Et adversus inopinos et miser- 
rimoe casus (Nullibi preeclarius monendus) Animum ben munitum et erectum para. 

Juxta reliquias Uxoris suss dilectie Sub eodem marmore jacet Revoiendissimus Michael 
CoXi Anshiepiscopus Casseliensis, Rigabdi Cox, Equitis Baronetti, Sumnu olim in hoc 
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Regno Canoellarii Filius. Qui divena vitas officia, quoad FnTatos, Liberali monun ele- 
gmtik excoluit et omavit: Quoad EpiscopuB, cimcta saori Bui oidinia munia Per zzxr 
annos, cum dignitate et non nne laude oblvit. Tandem obrepeate aenectute, Faulatim a 
publicis negotiis reoessit ; Et inter amcona sni roris, et domesticaa caritatea, postremos vitK 
bene actas annos, Uaque ad nonageBimum, luounde et leniter peiegit, Felix ante obitum in 
amplectendi dulci et numero8& chariseinu nati progenie. Natua Not: n. mdclzzxix. De- 
natuB Miuj xxTm. hsgclzziz. 

Tbanslatiok : — Beneath this marble ia entombed all that was mortal of Anna Cox, 
daughter of James O'Brien, son of the late Earl of Inchequin ; who, united in marriage to 
Michael Cox, Bishop of Ossorf, in the year 1745, was, the same year, snatched away by 
death in childbirth, haTing first given birth to a son. How great the loss! how small the 
consolation ! She, truly, enriched by nature with gifts of mind and body, liberally edu- 
cated in a manner worthy of these endowments, lived a life of piety graced by elegance. 
Her death has left to her parenta, relations, and Mends a grievous void, to her husband 
unspeakable grief, and to all a perfect exemplar of each of the virtues. Behold, Reader, 
the instability of human happinesa, and against unlooked-for misfortunes (of which you 
have nowhere a clearer warning) prepare a mind well fortified and erect. 

Under the same marble, and beside the remains of his beloved wife, lies the Most Re- 
verend Michael Cox, Archbiehop of Cashel, son of Sir Richard Cox, Bart., sometime Lord 
Chancellor of this kingdom; who, as a private person, MfiUed and adorned the various 
relations of life with polite elegance of demeanour, and, as a Bishop, for thirty-five years dis- 
charged all the duties of his sacred order with dignity, and not without pnuse. At length, 
as old 1^ crept on, he gradually withdrew from public affurs, and amidst the pleasures 
of his country seat, and the endearments of home, passed, in happiness and repose, the 
last years, even to the ninetieth, of a well-spent life; blessed in having embraced, ere he 
died, the lovely and numerous offspring of his most dear son. Bom November the 2nd, 
MDCLXxxix. Deceased May the 28th, kdcclxzix. 

An elegant mural monument by P. Scheemakers ; on the base of which the 
inscriptionB are cut in separate columns. There is an escutcheon intended 
for the arms of the deceased prelate, but it has been left blank. On the plinth 
is a finely executed statue of Mrs. Coz, a whole-length, holding a book in one 
hand, and reclimng her head on the other, which leans on an urn. 

Archbishop Cox, who, before his translation to the archiepiscopal see of 
Cashel, was Bishop of Ossory&om 1742-3 to 1755, was the son of Sir Bichard 
Cox, the historian, and Lord Chancellor, of Ireland. His lady, here commemo- 
rated, was the second daughter of Captain James O'Brien, third son of " Willi am, 
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third Earl of Inchiquin, by bis wife, Mary, daughter of the Very Eev. William Apdidin'« 
JephaoD, Dean of Eilmore. She died on the 19th January, 1745, leaving one p. £9.' 
son, Richard, bom four days previously. In Archdall'a Lodge's Peerage she 
is stated to have been buried at St. Michan's (Dublin?), but the inscription on 
this tomb would seem to state explicitly that her remains are interred beneath 
it. For a memoir of Archbishop Coz we must refer the reader to the proposed 
'* History of the See of Oasory ;" but it may not be out of place to mention 
here, that the second compartment of the monument, intended to be inscribed 
to the prelate after his death, having long remained vacant, a great sensation 
was created in Kilkenny by the following satirical epigram (which has been 
preserved by Shee), written on a sheet of paper, having been affixed to this 
unoccupied space: — 

*' Vainest of mortab I hadat thou sense or grace, 
Thou ne'ei hadst leh this ostentatious space, 
Noi given thy nnmerous foes such ample room 
To tell posterity, upon thy tomb, 
This well-known truth, by every tongue confest, 
That by this blank thy life is best expreas'd." 

It transpired in aiUr years that this keen and bitter satire was written by 
the Bev. Uarcus Monck, who died a few years since at a very advanced age, 
being then rector of Rathdowney, in the diocese of Ossory. 

[85.] Here lie Interred the Remains of the Rev' Doctor Robert Mossom, Of the Uni- 
vernty of Trinity College DubliD, Formerly a Senior Fellow & Divinity Professor. Aliei- 
wardsfor the space of Forty six years Of this Cathedral Resident Dean. A Pattern of true 
Pie^, and a Friend to all Mankind. He Died A Futhful Servant of Christ; On the 8'* 
Day of Feb'i O. S. 1746. Aged 80. 

Here also lie The Remains of his Son THOMAS MOSSOM Esq', Of the City of Kil- 
kenny AuiBBHiv. He died Universally Acknowledged a ateady Friend & good Man: 
On the IS"- day of Aug* 1777, Aged 56 Years. This Monument is Erected by His Exe- 
cutrix According to his directions. 

These inscriptions are cut in separate columns on a mural tablet, erected 
on the south side of the west door of the cathedraL 

The family of Mossom, Massum, or Maaham, was anciently seated in York- 
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shire and Lincolnshire, the name being derived firom Mashani, a village near 
Richmond. About the time of Henry VI. a branch passed into SuflPolk, and 
became seated at Badwell Ash. In 1621, the head of this line was dig- 
nified with a baronetcy, and, in 1711-12, raised to the peerage by the title 
of Baron Massham of Otes, county of Essex. The first of the name who came 
to Ireland was the Bight Bev. Bobert Mossom, B. D., Bishop of Derry jrom 
1656 to 1679 ; in which year he died, leaving by his wife, a Miss Eland, 
of Bedale, Yorkshire, a son, Bobert Mossom, LL. D., Master in the Court of 
Chancery, who was father of the Very Rev. Dr. Mossom, Dean of Ossory. This 
Stcordto/THK. dignitary was bom in Dublin about the year 1666, and entered the University 
of that city on the 29th June, 1682, being then in his seventeenth year. In 
King's stotiro/ 1689 his widowed mother, whose maiden name was Beresby, being absent from 
&c(«d.i73o), Ireland, was attainted by King James's Parliament Robert Mossom took his 
««onfc^3v«. degree of A.M. in July, 1691, and was elected a Fellow of Trinity College 23rd 
coiL oubiin. jj^y^ jgg2. In 1694 he was chosen Junior Dean and Sub-Lecturer, in 1696 Senior 
Fellow and Senior Lecturer, and in 1697 Preacher and Registrar; in 1698 he 
Lib^ibBunm. proceeded to the degree of B. D.; in 1700 the degree of D.D.; and on the 25th 
J.^^ '^ of February, 1701-2, was promoted to the deanery of Ossory, vice John Pooley, 



wdw'slrtrt when he resigned hia Senior Fellowship. He made a considerable figure in the 
!S^i "^ Lower House of Convocation, and corresponded with Dean Swift On the 
(ed. I8W). 15th April, 1703, he married Rebecca, daughter of Alderman Bobert Mason, 

yoL ilx., p. 174. r 1 I ID I 

of Meath-street, Dublin, and had issue two sons, Eland and Thomas. A sepa- 
rate monument, which we shall notice in its place, commemorates the elder. 
The younger, known in the family by the sobriquet of " Lobster Tom," was 
born about the year 1720, and resided at Grange Mac Combe, in the county 
of Kilkenny. He entered Trinity College, Dublin, in 1737, and was called to 
the Irish Bar in 1758 ; was admitted to the freedom of the city of Kilkenny 
28th April, 1747, and was subsequently elected an Alderman, and filled the 
office of Mayor, and died in 3777. The wills of Dean Mossom and his son 
Thomas are on record. The former directed by that instrument, bearing date 
1st March, 1745, that if he should die in Kilkenny his body should be pri- 
vately buried in a convenient place in the cathedral of St. Canice ; but if his 
decease should take place in Dublin, or anywhere remote from Kilkenny, he 
shoidd be interred in the church of the parish in which he should die. His 
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property having been already settled, he merely bequeathed some testimonials to 
his .friends, amongst which was a " ring of one lai^ table diamond, set round 
with sparks," tt^etber with half hia books, to his eldest son, Eland, desiring him 
to burn " all such useless papers as he shall find in my study or elsewhere -," the 
other half of his books, " especially the books on DiYinity," to his son Thomas ; 
and he left £5 to be distributed to those on the poor-list of the cathedral of St. 
Canice. The willofThomasMoBBomiBdatedlSth August,1777,andhethereby "'S^'^'' 
directs "that I may be interred near the bodies of my Father and Mother in the ofOMlirT. 
Cathedral of St Canice Kilkenny, and do leave a sum of £20 to the (Economist 
of the Dean and Chapter for said purpose, to indemnify him for the same ; and 
I also leave the sum of £20 to my executor for a tombstone, to be placed over the 
body of my honoured Father, the Kev. EobtMossom, the words of which shall 
be annexed in a schedule to this will." The sole executrix of this will was his 
niece, Lady Wheeler Cuffe, who accordingly erected the monument under 
notice. By his wife, a Miss Ouseley, Thomas Moesom left an only daughter, 
Maria, who married, April 28th, 1781, Richard, only son of Captain S.Meekins, 
RN., wid was mother of the present Robert Meekins*, Esq., of Glasthule House, 
county of Dublin. 

[86.] Here Lyeth The Body of The Reuer* Henry Des Mynierea A. M. Prebendary of 
Killamory &o. Who Departed This Life The Zg'* Day of Nonember in The year of our Lord 
One Thonsand Seuen Hundred and Fifty Three, Aged Sixty Eigfat Yeare. 

A floor-slab ornamented with an escutcheon of arras in relief, the inscription 
in small Roman characters. The shield bears a chevron, charged with three 
fleurs-de-lis, between two mullets in chief and a pine-apple in base. Crest: — 
A mermaid crined, holding a mirror in the right hand and a comb in the left. 

Motto; — NEC ELECTUS NEC DBJSCTU8. 

Lewis Des-Myniers, a native of Amesfort, in the province of Utrecht, settled AMhddi-s 
in Dublin, and was made a free denizen of Ireland on the Hth December, 1655. to1.il,'p. 2tu. ' 
His son, Alderman John Dea-Myniere, was Lord Mayor of the city of Dublin 

* Tl)6 aathors ue indebted to Thomu C. Mos- memoirs of the Deui aad his son Thomas, which 

som Heekins, £sq., B. A., of the Inner Temple, irere intended for insertion in this work, but 

Barrister-at-Law, eldest son of this gentleman, omitted, with r^ret, on the warning of the pub- 

for a pedigree of the Hoasom familjr, and fall Ushers that space would not admit of it. 

2n 
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for Uie year 1666, and had a eon, Samuel, who married Jane, third daughter of 
Henry Ponsonby, of Stackstown and Crotto, in the county of Kerry, brother of 
Sir John Ponsonby, ancestor of the Earls of Besaborough. Both those brothers 
came to Ireland in the army of Cromwell in 1649, and received grants of land 
in coDBideratioQ of their services. One of the issue of the marriage between 
Arcbd*n-g Samuel Des-Myniers and Jane Ponsonby was the clergyman for whom the 
Tot.iL,V 37^' monument was placed in the cathedral of St. Canice. He was presented 
^ on the 26th March, 1737, to the prebend of Donadea, and the vicarages of 

Donadea and Baliraken, in the diocese of Kildare, and on the 15th April, in 
Cotton's Fatu. the following year, was collated to the prebend of Killamory, in the diocese 
Ardxuuj of Oesoiy. In 1746, on the 9th May, he was presented to the rectories of 
Toi. it, p. 271. ' Clonegam and Newtown-Lennon, in the county of Waterford ; but he still 
retained his prebendal stall in the cathedral of St Canice, and continued to Uve 
PnragaHm lu the City of KiUceuny, whcrc be made his will on the 10th February, 1752-3, 
and died nine months subsequently. The preamble of the will states the reason 
for making it to be his sense of the imcertainty of life and his own " great dis- 
orders." Having in the usual form committed his soul to Grod, he proceeds: — 
"And my body I desire may be buried in the north aisle of the cathedral of 
St. Canice ; and I desbre my hereafler-named executor to procure a large marble 
stone, to be placed over my grave, with my Arms, Crest, and Motto, with the 
following inscription.** The inscription as on the tomb having been then fully 
set out in the document, it proceeds : — " And I desire I may be buried in a 
decent and private manner, and my grave, if possible, to be ten foot deep." He 
bequeathed to his niece, Jane Magrath, his large silver punch-bowl and ladle, 
two silver sauce-boats, a dozen of silver-hafted knives, and a great number of 
silver and other articles of household ware, including the furniture of the "big 
parlour," the bedchamber where he lay, and " the Blew Room." To the Right 
Hon. Brabazon, Earl of Bessborough, he left " the Universal Hiatoiy, 20 vols.; 
Chambers's Dictionaty, 2 vols. ; Bapin's History, with the continuation; and 
my black-leather chair and stool ;" also to the Right Hon. Lord Duncannon his 
sapphire ring, " set roxmd with brillions," which he desires he may " ware for my 
sake ;" and to his "good friend Robert Langrishe Esq'", 8 guineas to buy him a 
ring ;" to the Right Hon. the Earl of Carrick a gold locket, with Sir Pierse 
Meade's hair enclosed in it ; to his nephew, John Magrath, his chariot, furni- 
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ture, and three coach-horses, and all the books in his study not otherwise 
bequeathed ; but be desired that his written senDons, which were in his large 
esctitoir, might be burned by his executors. 

[87.] Heie Lyeth the Body of M' Jamei Davis of Boimits Rath In the County of the 
City of Kilkenny B»q' who Departed this life 9*" y" 10" 1763, Aged 90 years. 

A floor-slab, with an ornamental border now nearly obliterated. 

The gentleman for whom this tomb was here placed was a member of a 
respectable family settled in Kilkenny in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, and who still continue landed proprietors of the county. He appears 
to have lived to a very great age, notwithstanding that his later years were 
embittered by the serious misconduct of two of bis sons, — wild, reckless, and 
dissipated young men, whose thoughtless and extravagant habits led them to 
the commission of a crime which brought them to a death of ptun and igno- 
miny. They were concerned in a burglary and robbery committed at Inch 
House*, near Kilkenny, the residence of a Mr. Lovett, a Dublin gentleman, 
who had married a daughter of the then Sir Richard Wheeler Cuffe, of Lyrath ; 
and having been tried and convicted of this ofience at the Spring Assizes of 
Kilkenny for the year 1756, they were hanged at Gallows-green with some 
of their accomplices, persons of the lowest class and most infamous character. 
This stain on their name has, however, been fully wiped away by the virtues 
of some of the subsequent members of the family, and the late Major Davis of 
Dumfries, proprietor of Bonnets-rath, will long be remembered for his liberal 
contributions to the charities of Kilkenny. 

[88.] Sacbed to thb Memoby 0? Ricsabd Pocockb LLD: Who fbom 

THE AbCHDZACOHBT OP DuBLIK, WaB PBOMOTED TO THIS SbB MDCCLVI, AnD 
TBASSLATEO) TO THAT OF MSATH HDCCLXT, WhBBB HE DISD SbPTBMBBB THE 
IT" ra THE SAME TbAB, Hb DISCHAEGBD EVBBT DdTT of THE PaSTOEAL AND 

Episcopal Office, Wrrn Peudbhcb Viqilamcb awd FroBLnr ; Adoenibg his 
Station, With uhshaeen iNTEOBirr op Hbabt amd Poeitt of conddct ; 

* Tradition has to these erimea added that of a paper by one of the aathora, "TiansaoL <tf 
murder, but without mffident gromuli. — Sea the Kilk. ArchnoL Sodetj," toL iJi, pt 319. 
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Attentive to the Intebbst of Rblioioh, He caused setebal Parochial 
Chubches to be rbbdilt, Within this Diocbsb ; He peomotkd and libbrau.t 
contbibdted to the Repaib, And Ehbellishhbnt of this Cathedbal Chubch, 
Then unhafpilt fallinq into Decat, A zealous EscotmAOEB of eyebt 

USEFUL PUBLIC WoEK, ESPECIALLY THE LiNEN MaNUFACTUEB, Hb BEQUEATHED 
A VERT CONSIDEIUBLE LeGACT, TO THE GOVBENOBS OF THE InCOEPOBATED SO- 
CIETY, Fob PBOMSTiNa the united intbbbsts of Industry and Chabitt, 
Within this Bobodgh of S' Cahice. 

A white marble mural tablet For a metnoir of Bishop Pococke the reader 
is referred to the proposed " History of the See of Osaory." 

[89.] Hugo Dawson S. T. P. Hujus Basjucm Pb«chntob Diqnissimos: 
Vm Pibtate Doctbina Moribus Insignis Diem Obiit Pbidie Non. Mabt. 
1770 ^TATis Sub 72". Chabissima Et Mobstissma Conj" Posoit. 

Tkahbutior : — Hugo Dawaon, S.T.P., the most wortliy Precentor of this cathedral, 
a man distinguished for piety, learning, and morals, died on the 6tK of March, 1770, in 
the 72nd year of his age. His most fond and sorrowing wife placed [this tomb]. 

A plain floor-slab. 

The Rev. Hugh Dawaon was presented by the Crown to the Treasurership 
couou't Fati. of the Cathedral of St. Canice, by patent dated 29th November, 1731, and 
was instituted on the 9th December following. On the 2lBt May, 1754, the 
Crown also gave him the Frecentorship, to which he was instituted ou the 
Prervatm Ist Juue IB that year. By his will, dated at the glebe-house of Bamford, 
offic, DabiiQ. 22nd November, 1765, he directed that his body should be buried " in the pri- 
vetest manner," and in such place as his executrix should appoint Having 
left small legacies to a sister and nephew, he bequeathed the rest of his pro- 
perty to his wife, who had been a Miss Elizabeth Moore of the city of Kil- 
kenny, and whom he nominated bis executrix. Amongst the property enu- 
merated are " a lai^e silver Coffee Pot which the Bt Hon. the late Lady Vis- 
countess Ashbrooke gave unto me, and the Pearl necklace, Diamond Earrings, 
and all other Rings which my said beloved wife brought unto me"". 

■ For extncta from this and other wills pre- anthors are indebted to the kindness of John P. 
■erred in the Prerogative OfBce, Dublin, the Prendcrgut, Esq., Bsnister-at-Law. 
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[90.] Here Lteth the Body of Nathaniel Taylor, Esq', who dep* this Life May lO*" 
1773, Aged 61 T» As also the Body of Susanna his Wife, who dep'' this life March 5*^ 
1775, Aged 53 Y". This Tomb has been erected by their Nephew Edward Taylor, as a 
small token of his love and gratitude. 

A table monument of the commooeBt kind. 

Judging by the token, Mr. Edward Taylor's love and gratitude towards his 
departed relations must have been " small," indeed, as a more unseemly monu- 
ment could not have been put up in such a place. 

[91.] Here Lieth interred the Body of Eum MossOM, Eso-, Recorder of y* City of 
Kilkenny & Bepresentative in Parliament for the Borough of S' Canice Ibibhtown. Who 
departed this Life on the 29'" day of April 1774 tuuretBally & deservedly Lamented 
Aged 65. 

This gentleman, the eldest son of Dean Mossom, whose monument has been 
already noticed, was bom about the year 1709 ; called to the Bar in England, 
by the Middle Temple, 4th February, 1743, and to the Bar in Ireland, 22nd 
April, 1745; was chosen Recorder ofthecity of Kilkenny in 1750; and served 
in Parliament for the borough of Irishtown from 1759 till his death in 1774. He 
resided at Mount Eland, near Ballyragget ; married Hannah, daughter of John 
Birch, Esq., and relict of Charles Heydock, Esq., of Kilcreene, near Kilkenny, 
and had issue by her four children, of whom the eldest, Eland Mossom, M. P. 
for Kilkenny, served in the 4th Regiment of Dragoons, and was Colonel of 
the Kilkenny Rangers. The eldest daughter, Rebecca, married Sir Richard 
Wheeler Cuffe, of Lyrath, and was grandmother of the present Sir Charles 
Frederick Wheeler Cuffe, Bart., of Lyrath, Captain in the 66th Regiment. 

[92.] Here lie inter'd the Remains of Tho* Pack Esq', eldest Son of the Rev' Dean 
ofOssoiy. He was the hope of his Friends; And ornament of his Family. During two 
years continuance in the University, he acquir'd every honor attainable in so short a 
Period, and his Life, tho' limited, was mark'd wiUi every virtue. He died on the IS^** day 
of December 1786, Aged 17 years. 

Also the Remains of Miss Anne Pack, Second Daughter of the Dean of Ossoiy. She 
rengned her Life on the B'^Day of August 1795, in the 22^ Tear of her Age. Her dispo- 
sitioD was mild and amiable. Her manners gentle and engaging : Her morning of I^fe was 
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soon overcast, And she fell an early, but not untimely Victim to the Grave. Catherine 
Anne, eldest daughter of the Very Rev' Thomas Pack, Dean of Oseory, departed this life, 
on the 20*" of April 1844, in the 72*' Tear of hei Age. Her Remuns are deporated in 
the Harrow Road Cemetery, Middlesex. 

" Now, the end of the Commandment it Charity outo/a pure heart, and a good Comadenee 
and o/Faiih unfeignedJ' — 1" Tim/i \* eh'p: 5'" verie. 

Here lie deposited the Remains of the Rev' Tho* Pack Dean of Ossory in whom wis 
united every Virtue which could ornament the Christian or dignify the clerical Character 
Having faithfully discharged the Duties of bis sacred Function fox Fifty-two Tears He 
closed his ministry and Life on the 36'" of Hay in the 76*^ Tear of his Age and of our 
Lord 1795. 

Within this Vanlt rest the Remains of Mrs. Catherine Pack, Relict of the Rev* Tho* 
Pack, Dean of Ossory. She resigned her Soul into her Creator's hands, on tlie lO'" of April 
1801, in the GS'" Year of her Age. Her Life exhibited an uniform Scene of unaffected 
Piety, And unbounded Charity; She was a faithful Wife, and affectionate Parent, And a 
firm Friend ; And in the dischai^ of every Christian Daty, She was equall'd by few. She 
was excell'd by none. 

A white marble mural monument On the plinth is a email female figure 
reclining against an urn. On a elab in the floor near the tomb is cut the 
following inBcription : — ^^ The Opening of the Vault of Tho* Pack, Esq*^ 
1794. 

The Pack family was originally seated in Leicestershire. Simon, son of 
Christopher Pack, settled in London at the end of the sixteenth century, and 
became Lord Mayor of that city. The Irish branch of the family claims to be 
derived from a yoxmger son of this gentleman, who, having been engaged in 
the Wars of the Commonwealth, came over and settled in the Queen's County, 
and hia descendant, Thomas Pack, of Ballinakill, married a Miss Kiley, and bad 
three sons, of whom the eldest was the Very Rev. Thomas Pack, Dean of 
Ossory ; the second was the Kev. Eichard Pack, Principal of KUkenny College ; 
and the third, Samuel Pack, Esq., of Dublin, emigrated to America. This is 
the family tradition. We find amongst the Grants to Adventurers, under the 
Act of Settlement, one to Sir Christopher Pack, Bart., Sir Thomas Adams, 
and others, of lands in the county of East-Meath ; and there is an entry on 
the "Issue Books" of the Commonwealth of an order, under date 13th April, 
1660, for paying to Alderman Thomas Yiner and Alderman Christopher Pack, 
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treasurers for the moneys collected for the poor Protestants of Piedmont, a sum 
of £200, in part of £7978 8s. 9d. Whether this Alderman Pack be the Sir 
Christopher of the grant, or whether the descent of the Packs of the county of 
Kilkenny is to be derived from him, we cannot take upon ourselTes to deter- 
mine. But, be this as it may, the Rev. Thomas Pack, A. M., was presented to coaoa'iFati 
the deanery of St. Canice on the 1 1th October, 1784, and instituted on the 24th 
of November following. He was father of Major-General Sir Denis Pack, whose 
monument we shall have to notice in its place. The Bev. Richard Pack, 
Treasurer of Ossory, who is descended from Dean Pack's brother, the principal 
of Kilkenny College, has in his possession a poilrait, in oil, of Dean Pack, origi- 
nally kit-kat size, but now reduced and put into a smaller frame. It represents 
a handsome man in the prime of life, wearing a wig and bands, and is well 
painted. 

[93.] Saciedto the Memory of Iobd Baillis, G^', of Dunean, Colonel of the Regiment 
of Loyal Invemeaa Fencibles. He Died in this City on his march to Oppoae the Invading 
Enemy, On the 31< of JaDOflry 1797. Aged 59. 

A mural tablet, which was careiiilly repaired and restored in the year 1846, 
by Miss Anne Btullte, of Dunean, in the county of Inverness, the daughter of 
the gentleman for whom it was erected. 

Colonel Baillie was descended from Sir William Baillie, of Lamington, Bmke-sCaxb^ 
whose eldest son, Alexander, by Marian, daughter of Sir John Seton, of 
Seton, fought at the battle of Brechin, and for his services was rewarded, in 
1452, with the baronies of Dunean andTorbreck, part of the Castle lands of In- 
verness. As appears by the inscription on the monument, Colonel Baillie died 
in Kilkenny whilst proceeding with his regiment to join the army in opposing 
the expected landing of the French at Bantry Bay. 



ToHBS OF THE NmETESNTH CsHTDBT. — There are but eight monuments 
of this period, all of mural character, except the effigial tomb of John Marquis 
of Ormonde, lately erected, which is of altar shape. In this one instance also 
the letters of the inscription are in relief, all the oUiera being incised. 
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[94.] 1813 Hie situs Episcopvu OBaoriensis Johannes Kearney, D. D. Omnigena 
▼irtnte cumulatus Religionis vene cultor fervidus, Simplex, sanctus, inconcusaus, CaritBtes 
domesticaa enixe navavit, Muniis Episcopatfls piissime prsefuit, Rerum diTinarum, et huma- 
nanim studio ditatua Mentem diligenter, et exquisite coluit. 

Hie jacet Johannes Kearney, D. D., ouper Episcopus Ossorienns qui obiit 22 die mensia 
Mail Anno Domini 1813. 

Beneath are deposited the remains of the Reverend Johx Kkaeset, Rector of Castle 
Inch, and Chancellor of this Cathedral, who died the 16'" November, 1838, Aged 68 years. 
Also of Elizabeth Kbarsbt, his Widow, who died the 20'" NovemV 1844, Aged 56 years. 

Here also lies the Body of John Jam" Kearney who departed this life the 28'" day of 
December, 1824, aged 5 years & 5 months. 

Tbarslatioit : — 1813. Here is buried John Kearney, D.D., Bishop of Ossory, abounding 
with all the virtues; zealous in the pracdce of true religion ; guileless, holy, stedfast, he was 
remarkable for the oulUvation of the domestic affections. The duties of the Episcopate he 
piously discharged, and in the study of things divine and human he trained his mind with 
diligence and refinement. 

Here lieth John Kearney, D.D., sometime Bishop of Ossoty, who died the 22nd day 
of the month of May, A.D. 1813. 

A large tablet of black marble, connected with which is also a more modem 
floor'Slab which has been lately raised and set in the wall. 

For a memoir of Bishop Kearney the reader is referred to the proposed 
Cotton's Farti, " History of the See of Ossory." The Rev. John Kearney, appointed Chancellor 
of Oflfiory in 1809, was son to that prelate. The Rev. Thomas Henry Kearney, 
another of the Bishop's sons, was appointed Dean's Vicar in 1807, and Preben- 
dary of Blackratb, in the cathedral of St. Canice, in 1809. 

[9S.] XEAB TEiB FucB A£E htzksbsd ihk kosial bxhahts of UAJOB G£N£BAL SUt 
SEKIS PACE, xBiaBi cokkandeb of the most hou. hhjiabi obbeb of xhx bath, aitd of thb 
poBnrorsBE MitiTAitr obdks of thb towek akd hwohd, unGHT of thb nmmiAi, KirsaiAii osdeb 

OF WLADIKEB, ANB OF TKB mPBMAL ATTBTBIAII OKDEa OF KARIA THBBBBA; OOLONBL OF THI 84" 
SEO' OF FOOT, AKD LIEDTEITAirr GOTEBHOB OF FLTVODTH ; w:EO TEBKniATED A UFE DETOTXD TO THK 
BBKTICB OF HIS KINO AND COniTBT OK THB 24" SAT OF JULY 1823, ASED FOBTT XIOHT TEAS8. 

TSK KAXE OP TBTH DISmsUISHSD OFFICER IS ASSOCIATED WITH ALMOST EVEBT BKILLIANT ACHIBVB- 
KERT OF THE BBITISH ABITT DITBIIIO THE EVEinTUL FERIOD OF COKTOrBBTAI. WABFAKE BETWTXH THE 

ZSAB 1791 nr which he eniebed his iiajbstt's bbbtice, akd tee teas 1823, in which he ended 
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H» HOXOXABLI GAXBIB. tBBOUaHorT TBI CUIPAIONB IS rUVSIBB IF ITM, Ain> JTM, HE BXBVBV 
TV THX 14™ BISDCERT OP USHT DKAOOOHS; AT THX CAPTUXS OF THE C&PZ OF GOOD HOPE HT UM, 
AXD HI THB ASDUDDB Ain> ACTTTE OUCPAIOR WHICH IiaCXDUIEI.T FOLLOWED UT SODTE AHKHICA, HE COH- 
H ADDED THE n" SEQIKEIIT OF HIaBLANDESB IB A HAirKXB WHICH BEFLZCTED THE HTOHSSI CBKDIT OK 
HIS mUTAET SKUX AITD TALOUS. AT THE EUD OF THE OiJtE COSPfl DT UQS) HE ACftUIBBD PBESB BEFH- 
TinOR IK THE HAITLES OF BOLEIA AHS THOEEA; ASS DT THE TOLLOWDO TEAS DT THE BATTLE OF 
COBUXFA. IF Un HE ACGOHFAFJEH THE XXPXDITIOF TO WAIfHEHEF, AFD afOFALIZED HnaELP BT H18 
SEAL AWD IFTBEPIDITX AT THE SICBE OF FLVBHIIia. HE WAS BDBSB4UEFTLT EFOAOKD AT THB HEAD 
KITHEB OF A BBIOADE, OK OP A DITiaiOK OF THB AHHT IF EVEKT SERXKAL ACIIOF AFD SEXABIABLE BIESK 
WHICH TOOX PUCE DCEIHa THE eUCCB88F0L WAS IF THE PEFTFSITLA UFDEX THE C0FD17CI OF THB O&KAT 
DVEE OF WKLUXSTOF. HB FDtALLT COHHAFDED A BBIOADB IF THE ACnOF OF QDATBE BBAS AFD ADAIF 
IF THE ETBB MEHOBABLE AFD SECIBTTE BATTLE OF WATBBLOO. FOB THEBB IMPOBIAFT SESTtCBS IF 
WHICH HE WAS FIFE TIHEB BETXBELT WOITFDBD, HE OBTAIFED AT THE BECOMHZHDATTOF OF HI8 ILLTTB- 
TBIOUS CHIEF FBOK THE FOBSIOF POTEFTATBS TF ALLUFCE WITH GBEAT BBITAIF THE HOFODBABLE TITUtB 
OF DUfllFCTIOK ABOTX KEimOFED, AFD FHOH HIS OWF BOTEBEIOF, BESIDBB THE OBSEK OF THB BATH AFD 
A HEDAL IF COXHEXOSATIOF OF THE BATTLE OF WATBBLOO, A SOLD CB0S8 WITH HZVEF CLAErPS, OF WHICH 
ABE IFSCBIXED THE FOLLOWIFS FAMES OF THE BATTLES AFD STEOES WHXBZIF HB BOBE A CORBFtCUOUS 
PABI TIE. BOLEIA, COBUFFA, BTTBACO, CUIDAD BODEBIOO, BALAHARCA, TTITOBIA, FYBEREEB, FITBLLB, 
KITE, OBIHBS, lOnLODSL UPOF FITB DIFFEBEFT 00CA8I0RB HB HAS ALSO THE HOROITB TO BECEITB THE 
THAFEB OP BOTH BODEBB OF PABLIAHBFT. OF THB S" IBBBUABT 1BU FOB HIB CORDDCT AT BALAHARCA; 
OF THB 10™ FEBBCABT ISli FOB HIS COHDlTCt AT C0XDAD BODEBIOO; OF THE B" ROTEHBKB UU FOB 
HIS C0FD17CT AT TITTOBIA ; OR THE N™ KABCH ISU FOX HIB CDFDUCI AT OBTHBS ; OR THE 29* JURE 
UU FOB HIB COFDrCT AT WATEBLOO. WHILBT TSBBE HIS XEBm AS AF OFFICBB SHBDBB FOB HDf A 
PLACE IF TEE BECOBSB OF HIB GBATEFUL COVFTBT AHOFQST THOSE HEBOEB WHO HATE BBATELT FOUOHT 
KBB BATTLES AFD ADTARGED HEB HHJTABT OLOBT, HIS TIBTCia AB A XAR, WHICH WEBB IBCDBXLT 
FODRDED ITFOR CHBIBIIAR PIXTI, ABE ATTESTED BT THE ESTXKH OF HIB COHFARIOFB DT ABJfS AFD BT 
THB LOTE OF ALL WHO WEBB IRIIHATELT CORRECTED WITH MIX. 

THIS HOFiniBFT IS BBECTBB BT BIB WIDOW TEE LADY ELIZASETH FACE, DATOHTEB OF 
OBOBOE DB LA FOEB HABaiTBSS OP WATEBFOBD, AS A fUST TKUDTt OP BBSFBCT TO THE HEHOBZ OF 
OFE OF HIB KAJEBTT'b HOST DBBBBTIFa SOtSIHES AFD BDWECTS AFD IF TZSIIHOFT OP BXB OWF 
AFFBCTIOR. 

A chaste and handsome moDument of white marble, bearing, above the 
ioBcription, a sword sheathed, and a laurel wreath encircling the word, pack, 
Burmounted by a bust, by Chantrey, of the deceased, decorated with five orders, 
in addition to the Waterloo medal and the Peninsular cross and clasps. Above 
is suspended (see p. 342, infra) a set of the colours of the Tlst BegimenL 

This gallant and distinguished officer was the second son of the Very Bev. 
Thomas Pack, Deau of OBBory(Bee No. 92). He entered the army, in his sixteenth 
year, as a cornet in the 14th Light Dragoons, his commission bearing date 30th 
2z 
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November, 1791. In January, 1793, he joined his regiment in Dublin, and 
served for some time in Ireland, which was then in a very disturbed state. 
An impression ia generally prevalent, in his native county of Kilkenny, 
that, having been deprived of his commission for an act of insubordina- 
tion towards his superior ofiScer, within the firat year or two of his service, 
he enUsted in the army, and rose, by regular gradation, from the ranks to the 
high position which he ultimately attained. It is strange that a doubt should 
exist as to any circumstance in the career of an eminent personage who lived 
and died so recently, but yet we have experienced much difficulty in ascer- 
taining the real facts out of which this popular and widely prevailing error has 
arisen. We are informed by a gentleman still living in Kilkenny, that there 
is no doubt whatever of the fact of Comet Pack having been cashiered by the 
sentence of a courtrmartial, held at the Court-house of Kilkenny about the year 
1792, or 1793, on the charge of having struck Captain Sir Geoi^ Dunbar, Bart., 
who was commanding his troop of the 14th Light Dragoons, then quartered in 
the village of Castlecomer. Our informant, who is very far advanced in years, 
CtanoD-tMita. WBS himsclf present at the promulgation of that sentence. However, as we 
("r7iii segi- find that the promotion of Comet Denis Pack, of the 14th Light Dragoons, to 
wL^iu^'- a lieutenancy in the same corps, was gazetted on the 12th March, 1795, it is 
{ssa^p^e!^ obvious that there was not time in the interim to go through all the grades 
from that of a private soldier upwards ; and in fact there can be little doubt 
that the high-spirited young man, on losing his commission, at once pro- 
ceeded to serve with the army aa a volunteer*, and was thus qidckly re- 
stored to his former rank. In 1794 he embarked at Cork, and landed with 
the forces \inder Lieutenant-General the Earl of Moira at Ostend, and soon 
after received the thanks of Major-General Eichard Yyse for his success in 

* The address irbich the Corporation of Eil- from the Civic Council of his native tonn : — 
kenny resolved, on the 7th Uaj, 1811, to pre- " Sir,^Attached to 70a b^ every tie of 

sent to him in a gold box, and which we here Friendship and regard, we feel with an Entba* 

transcribe from their Minute-book, wonld seem siasm exceeded only by yonr own, the early and 

to estabUsh the fact of General Pack having illustrions career of glory you have trod, which 

joined the army on the Continentasavolunteer; no other than a bold and ardent Spirit, sui- 

bnt under any circumstances it must be deemed guine in his Country's and his Sovereign's Cause, 

desirable that the document should be placed could have iospired. 
on record aa a tribute to the distingnished officer " We follow you with mingled Emotions of 
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bearing an important despatch to Nieuport, under circumstances of much 
danger — a duty for which he had volimteered. The squadron to which he 
was attached having been ordered, aller the embarkation at Ostend, to retreat 
OD Nieuport, the latter place was immediately so closely invested by the enemy 
as to render escape extremely hazardous and difficult Comet Pack was in a 
boat which also carried about one hundred French emigris — the last of those 
who escaped the horrors of that ill-&ted garrison ; but he did not gain the 
sea without a sharp action and severe loss. He joined the army of the Duke 
of York near Antwerp, was present at the action of Boxtel, and other 
less important collisions with the enemy, and in 1795 returned to England, 
receiving his promotion to a lieutenancy tiie same year. Having gone on 
foreign service agfun for a few months, in 1796 he returned and received 
his troop in the 5th Dragoon Guards on the 27th February. We next find 
him serving in Ireland during the disturbances preceding 1798, and the 
final outbreak of that year; and he received a complimentary notice in a 
despatch of General Lord ComwaUis, E.G., 2Ist June, 1798, in consequence 
of having, with a cavalry detachment placed under his charge, defeated a 
party of the insurgents between Bathangan and Prosperous. After the landing 
of the French at Eillala, upon their surrender, Captain Pack commanded 
the escort which conveyed General Humbert a prisoner of war to Dublin. 
On the 25th August, 1798, he was advanced to the rank of Major in the 4th 
Boyal Irish Dragoon Guards, and on the 6th December, 1800, was promoted 
to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 71st Bej^ent of Highland light infantry. 
In command of the first battalion of that corps he embarked at Cork in August, 
1805, in the expedition to the Cape of Good Hope, under Sir David Baird, 
and was severely wounded in the landing at the Cape, notwithstanding which 
he continued in the field, and was engaged in the action at Bleu-Beig. Ib 

Pride uid admintioD, from your early and to- present ardnoas Conflict, Btanding foremost on 
Inntary Service on the Continent to the Shores the list of Fame, and on every occasion Courting 
of tbe£a8t,aiidtbenoe to theSontherlfB^ons Danger in Defbice of the Liberty of Europe, 
of the new world, &om which, aa well m from " Having already the Honor of your Name 
the recent Laurels acquired in Portugal, your Enrolled among the Freonen of our Corpora- 
Country Men would Borrow a reflected Credit tion, We have only now to asanre you that it 
without robbing the object of their Pride. will never Ceue to hold a distinguished place 
" It is with no ordinary Interest we Contem- in the hearts and admiration of the Citizena of 
plate the immediate Native of our Soil in the Kilkenny." 
2x2 
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1 806 lie joined the expedition to South America under the command of Briga- 
dier Greneral Beresford, where he was present in six actions with the enemy, 
and was wounded, and detained a prisoner after the restoration of Buenos Ayres 
to the Spaniards. This detention of Colonel Pack and his brother officers was 
a disgraceful violation of the terms of capitulation, which stipulated an imme- 
diate exchange of prisoners, and Colonel Liniers, the Spanish commanding 
officer, himself expressing abhorence of the breach of feith which his Govern- 
ment forced upon him. Pack, however, contrived to effect his escape, with 
Brigadier Beresford, while carrying as a prisoner into the interior; and, 
having joined the army under Sir Samuel Auchmuty at Monte Video, a board 
of naval and military officers, at Colonel Pack's request, was assembled to inves- 
tigate the circumstEuice, when the escape was unanimously approved of as most 
consistent with honour and propriety. He subsequently commanded in a couple 
of minor actions with the enemy in South America, in which he was most suc- 
cessful, in one of them capturing a Spanish standard ; and was in some en- 
gagements on the River Plate and at Buenos Ayres, being three times severely 
wounded. Returning to Europe in 1807, he proceeded, in 1808, with his regi- 
ment to join the expedition under Sir Arthur Wellesley to Porttigal, and was 
present at the important engagements which ensued. We next find him serv- 
ing imder Sir John Moore at the afiair of Lugo, and at the battle of Conmna ; 
thence we trace him to Holland, commanding a corps of cavalry and light 
infantry under the Earl of Chatham, and engaged in the siege of Flushing, 
heading a detachment in storming an important outpost, in which he succeded 
signally, although opposed by a force five times more numerous than his own. 
His regiment returned to England in 1809, but their gallant Lieutenant-Colonel 
refused to remun at home inactive whilst a momentous struggle was about to 
commence in the Peninsula, and he therefore volunteered to serve with the 
Portuguese troops, accepting an infantry brigade, and took an active part in 
the subsequent campaigns under the then Yiscoimt Wellington. It is lume- 
cessaiy to enter into a detail of his subsequent career, the inscription on his 
tomb naming the various actions in which he took part, and the honours which 
he received fixim his country in acknowledgment of his services*. On the 8th 

*TheDakeofWelIiDgton'a"Despatchea,''aiid for the details of General Pack's services; but 
Napier's "PeniusnlarWar," may be referred to a very Atll memoir of General Pack, ihnawlik^ 
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of Januoiy, I8I6, Major-General Sir Denis Pack was appointed Colonel of the 
York Chasseurs, which corps was subsequently disembodied. On the 12th of 
August, 1819, he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Plymouth, and given 
the command of the troops in the western district of Great Britun ; and on the 
9th September, 1822, he was gazetted to the Colonelcy of the 84th regiment 
His last illness resulted from the rupt\u:e of a bloodvessel, finally terminating 
in dropsy, and he died at the house of LoM Beresford, Wimpole-street, London, 
on the 24th of July, 1823. In the afternoon of Saturday, the 9th of August, 
the remains of the gallant deceased arrived at Kilkenny, for interment in the 
family vault The funeral cortege, which was attended from Dublin by Lord 
Combermere and Major-Greneral Sir Colguhoun Grant, as representatives of 
the Government and Army, was met outside the city by the military of the 
garrison, the Mayor and members of the Corporation in their official robes, and 
an immense concourse of the inhabitants of the county and town, of all ranks 
and classes, and was conducted to the cathedral, the band of the 78th regiment 
performing the funeral dii^. The burial service was read by the Dean of 
Ossory. 

A portrait of Sir Denis Pack, painted three years before he entered the 
army, is in the possession of his relative, the Rev. Richard Pack, Treasurer of 
Ossory*. It is an oval, the bust smaller than life, and represents a fine boy 
with long curling brown hair, light blue eyes, blue coat and frills to his shirt 
It is inscribed with the artist's name, " G. Lawrence, No. 35, Frederick-street, 
Dec. 11, 1788," and is well pfunted on coarse paper, in tempera. The features 
bear a likeness to the bust on the monument, in so far as those of a boy 
may resemble a man's. In afler life, amongst other likenesses of this distin- 
guished soldier, one, half length, was painted by Saunders, and engraved in 
mezzotint by 0. Turner, A.R.A Sir Denis Pack's widowed lady (Elizabeth 
Louisa, the youngest daughter of George, first Marquis of Waterford, and last 

moit of tiit information ftbove given bu been KiHenTry, for aome KdditionaJ iofoniution. 
derired, will be found in tbe " Hiatorical Beoorda * The Sev. £ichard Fack alio possesses a ma- 

of the Tlst Regiment of Highland Light In&n- hogany desk, bearing engraved on a plat«, ont- 

trj," already quoted. Theauthors areindebted side, the words, "Lt. Colonel Pack, 71st B«0- 

to Lieat-Colonel Arthoi John Beynell Pack, ment;" on a plate, within, "TakenatSt-Pedn^ 

C.B., and theSer. George L. Shannon, M.A., of South Amerioa, 7 Jane, 1807." 
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surviving sister of his Grace the Archbishop of Anaagh and Lord Primate of 
Ireland, who was married to Sir Denis Pack on the 10th July, 1816), re-mar- 
ried with Sir Thomas Rejnell, Bart, K C. B., who, about the year 1813, 
succeeded the Hon. Colonel Cadogan in the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the second 
battalion of the 71at regiment, and died in 1848. Her Ladyship, who died in 
1855, in her seventy-second year, bad no issue by her second marriage, but by 
the first left the following issue: — 1. Lieut.-Colonel Arthur John Beynell- 
Pack, C.B. and EJiight of the Legion of Honor, who has highly distinguished 
himself in the Crimea; 2. Denis William Pack-Bereaford, who resigned his 
commission of Captain in the Royal Artillery on being left, by the will of Field- 
Marshal Lord Beresford, large estates in the coimty of Carlow, with condition 
that he should assume the name ofBeresford; 3. Anne Elizabeth Pack ; 4. Eli- 
zabeth Catherine Pack. Lieut.-Colonel Beynell-Pack married, 2Sth December, 
1850, Frederica Katherine, second daughter of Colonel the Hon. Hely Hut- 
chinson, and has itisue four daughters. Miss Elizabeth Catherine Pack was 
married in July, 1842, to Sir John William Hamilton Anson, Bart., and ha« 
issue nine children. The second son and eldest daughter are unmarried. 

[96.] FREDBBICE QBOBGE HOWABD SECOND SON OF THE EABL OF CABIJSLS 
CAPTAIH OF THE 90*" REGIMENT DIED A: D; 1833. SX: 28. 

WITHni THIS HALLOVED AISLE, HID ORIKF SINCERX, 

PRtBNDB, COKRAPEB, BROTHERS, LAID TOUNO HOWABO'S BIRR: 

GKMTLE AND BSAVX, HIS COUHTRx'S kXMS B£ BOBX 

TO OANOES BTRSAM, AHD AVA'S HOBTILS SBOBK; 

HIS GOD TBROnOH VAB AKD SHIPWRXCK VAS HII BEIXLO, 

BUT elBBtCHBD HDI LIFELEBS OH THS FBACEFUL FIELD; 

THIME ARE THE TIMES AND TATB, ALL EDUHO LORdI 

THT WILL BE DONE, AOENOWLEDQKD, AND ADORBdI 

An unpretending tablet of black and white marble. 

Captain Howard was the second son of George, the sixth Earl of Carlisle 
(by Georgiana, eldest daughter of William, fifth Duke of Devonshire), and bro- 
ther to the present Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He was bom on the 8th June, 
1805, and entered the army at an early age, serving in the first Burmese war, 
and escaping the dangers of shipwreck on the coast of India, as alluded to in 
the inscription. In the year 1833 the head-quartera of his regiment were 
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in the cit^ of Kilkeony, and a detachment was stationed at Newtownbarry, 
comity of Carlow. On the morning of Friday, the 15th November in that 
year, Captain Howard, with two brother officers, left the barracks of Kil- 
kenny in a curricle, to visit their friends at Newtownbarry, but at a short 
distance beyond Bagnalstown the horses took fright and ran away. Captain 
Howard, in attempting to leap out of the vehicle, was unfortunately thrown 
with great violence on his head, which caused effusion of blood on the brain, 
and he died on Sunday, the 17th November, to the deep and unfeigned grief 
of his brother officers, and the entire of his corps, by whom he was most deserv- 
edly beloved. The next day his remains were conveyed to Kilkenny, and on 
Monday, the 25th November, were interred in the cathedral of St. Canice, 
being accompanied to the grave by the 90th regiment, with Captain GLBbrd'a 
troop of the 10th Hussars, then in that garrison, and a large number of the 
citizens and the gentry of the surrounding district His elder brother, then 
Lord Morpeth, attended as chief mourner on the occasion, and was the writer 
of the lines which form the brief epitaph upon the tablet Captain Howard 
was Member of Parliament for the borough of Morpeth at the time of his 
untimely decease. 

[97.] Chaklbs Vebb Lbvihob late Ehsign 71" Hiqhlakdbbs akd Son 
OF Sm KicHAED Levingb Bae ' DiBD 14" Juke 1837 aged 19 teabs. This 

TABLET WAS PLACED BT HIS BrOTHEB OfFICBBS AS A TBIBUTE TO THB UBUOBT 
OF ONE WHO DDBmO THB SHOBT TIME HE WAS AMONG THEU ENDEABED TTtmsjbt.ij- 
BT HIS HILD DISPOSITION AND HANT AMIABLE QUALITIES. 

A tablet of black and white marble. 

The young officer, whose sepulchral memorial this is, was the fifth son of 
Sir Richard Levinge, Bart., of Knockdrin Castle, county of Westmeath, by 
Elizabeth Anne, eldest daughter of Thomas Boothby, first Lord Eadclifie. He 
was bom the 11th January, 1818, and in 1836 entered the army, being appointed 
Ensign and Lieutenant lat Battalion Scots Fusilier Guards by purchase, May 20, 
in that year; which appointment, however, was cancelled on the 8th July fol- 
lowing, in consequence of his being gazetted July 1, to an ensign's com- 
mission, by purchase, m the 7l6t Highland Light Infantry, in which his elder 
brother, Angus Frederick, was then Lieutenant, and his uncle, Charles Levinge, 
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was Major and Brevet Lieutenant-ColoDel He died next year, after a few days' 
illaess, whilst his regiment was quartered in Kilkenny, and was interred, with 
the accustomed militaiy honours, in the cathedral of St. Canice, on Friday, 16tb 
of June. The regiment, having received new colours & few days previously, 
' took the occasion of Mr. Levinge's fiineral to suspend their old standards on the 
monument of their former Lieutenant-Colonel, Sir Denis Pack, in the cathedraL 

[98.] SACBED TO THE HBHOBT 07 THE HOST HONORABLE JAMES WAHDES- 
FOBDB BUn^B, SECOND MABQUIS OF OBHONDE, BEBEDITABT CHIEF BDTLEB 
OF IRELAND, ENIQHT OF THE OBDER OF S*. PATBICE, UEDTBHANT OF TEE 
COUNTT AND CITT OP KILBBNinr, VICE ADMIEAI. OF THE ^VIKCK OP LBIH- 
STEB, Aim COLOSEL OF THE EILEENNT BEGIUENT OP HILITIA. HE WAS THE 
THIBD SON OF JOHN BUTLEB, BABL OF OBHONDE AND 0S80BT, AND OF ANNE, 
ONLT DAUOHTEB OF JOHN, EABI. OF WANDES70BDB. BE WAS BORN ON THE IS" 
OF JULT, 1774, AND BUCCEEDED HIS ELDEST BBOTHEB WALTEB, HABQUIS OP 
OBHONDE, ON THE 10" OP AUGUST, 1820. HE HABBIED ON THE 12" OP OCTO- 
BER, 1807, QBACE LOUISA, DAUOHTEB OF THE BIOBT HONORABLE JOHN STAPLES, 
OF USSANB, IN THE COUNTY OF TIBONE, BY WHOH HE HAD ISSUE FIVE SONS — 
JOHN, WALTEB, JAUES, BICHABD, AND CHARLES } AND FIVE DAUOHTEBS — HABBIBT, 
ANNE, LOUISA, ELIZABEIC, AND HABY. HE DIED AFTEB A SHORT ILLNESS, EN 
DUBLIN, ON THE 18" OP MAY, 18S8 ASB WAS BDBIED IN THE CHURCH OP 8* 
HAB7, IN THAT CITY. AS A TOKEN OF SINCERE AFFECTION AND DEEP RESPECT 
TO A POND AMD JUDICIOUS PARENT, THIS TABLET IS BBECTED IN HI8 NATTVB CITr, 
BY HIS SUBVrvmG CHILDREN. 

"BLESSED ABE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LOBD: THEY REST PROM THEIR 
LABOURS AND THEIB WOBKS DO FOLLOW THEM." — ReV. XIV. — 13- 

A handsome mural tablet of white marble, exhibiting, above the inscription, 
two escutcheons ; first, the Ormonde arms, separately, surrounded by the collar, 
jewel, and motto of St Patrick, secondly, another shield, surrounded by a wreath, 
bearing the Ormonde arms impaling on a fess, between three hurts, two goats' 
heads erased, for Staples. Motto:— k;ouub jb tbouve. 

This nobleman was, as stated in the inscription, the third son of John 
Butler, Esq., of Garryricken, who in 1791 was restored to the ancient honours 
of his family (in abeyance since the attainder of the second Duke of Ormonde 
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in 1715) as Beventeenth Earl of Ormonde, and succeeded, in 1820, his brother 
Walter, the eighteenth Earl, who had been created Marquis of Ormonde in 
Ireland, and Baron Butler of Llanthony, in England, with remainder to his 
issue male, in default of which those honours died with him, and Lord James 
succeeded as nineteenth Earl only ; however, at the coronation of George IV. 
he was created a peer of the united kingdom, as Baron Ormonde of Llanthony, 
and on the 5th October, 1825, was advanced to the dignity of Marquis of 
Ormonde in the peerage of Ireland*. As colonel of the Kilkenny regiment of 
mUitia, he served with the army throughout the rebellion in Ireland in 1798, 
and was present at the battle of Castlebar and other engagements. In 1821 
he was installed a Knight of the Order of St. Patrick. Lord Ormonde was 
Gustos Rotulorum, as well as Lieutenant, of the County and City of Kilkenny. 

[99.] SACBBD TO TEE UEHOST OF THE BIGHT B£V° ROBEBT FOWXEB D. D. 
LOBD BISHOP OF C^OBT, LBIQHLIN AND 7EBNS, OITLr SON OB BOBEBT ABCHBISHOF 
OF DUBLIN, AND HILDBED DEALTBT HIS WIFE, BOBN FEBBUABT 12" 176S, EDUCATED 
AT WESTMIKSTBB SCHOOL, AND CHBIST CHUBCH COLLEGE OXFOED, APPOINTED TO 
THE VICAEAOE OF sT ANNE'S JULY 6" 1789, WHICH HE VACATED FOB THE ABCH- 
DEACONBT OF DUBLIN APBCL 24" 17M, WAS CONSECBATED BISHOP OF 08S0BT, 
HAT 1813, AND ACCOBDINa TO THE CHUBCH TBUPORALTIEB ACT SUCCEEDED TO 
THE SEES OF I^EIOBUN AND FEBNS, UNITED TO OSBOBT ON THE DEATH OF THE 
BIGHT REV? D? ELBDiaTON. WAS MABBIED JANDABT 30'" 1796, TO THE HON" 
LOUISA QABDINEB ELDEST DAUOHTEB OF LUKE VISCOUNT UODNTJOT, AND 
HAD TWO SONS, BOBEBT AND LUEB. HE DIED DECEHBEB 3l" 1S41, IN THE 74" 
TEAB OF HIS AGE, AND WAS BUBIED ACCOBDING TO HIS WILL, IN THE FAHILT 
VAULT OP THE LATE VISCOUNT MOUNTJOT IN sT THOMAS's CHUBCH DUBLIN. 

7^ iribute ofaffte&on and retpset it greeted by hu widow and children. 

" Jews md vnto her, lam Ae rwurreefton txnd the Uft: He thai beUeveth in me, though 
he toere dead, yet diaU he live: And whotomer UveA and beUeoelh in me, ehall never die. 
Bdieoett thou thieT—JoBX zi. 25, S6. 

* Tbis nobleman was, strictly speakinf , tiie proper to e^le him " fotuih Harquia," as tin 

^« Marquis of tbe creation of 1825. Following first and second Dukes of Ormonde enjoyed that 

the rule by which he is tenned "second Har- title before his brother Walter. His son is pro- 

qnis" in the abore inscription, itwouldbemore perly B^led'*seoondMarqais."~Seep.S45,(it/Vii. 

2r 
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A handsome black and white marble mural tablet, exhibiting at top a shield 
bearing, per pale — dexter side, per fess, in chief gules a chalice covered and ter- 
minated by a croaa between five croases pat6e fitch^e, for the see of Ossoiy; 
in base, sable two croziers in saltire surmounted of a mitre, for the sees of 
Leighlin and Ferns*; sinister side, quarterly, Ist and 4th, ermine on a canton 
gules, an owl ; 2nd and 3rd, azure on a chevron, between three lions passant 
gardaot, as many crosslets fitchee, for Fowler. 

For a memoir of Bishop Fowler, the reader is referred to the proposed 
" History of the See of Ossory." 

[100.] SACRED TO THE UEMOBT OF THE HONOURABLB AND VEBT RETEBBND 
JOSEPH BOCRKB H. A. THIRD SON OF HIS 6RACB JOSEPH DEAIfE, ABCHBISHOP OF 
TUAM, EARL OF HATO, AND OF BUZABGTH, DADGHTBR OF SIB RICHARD HEADB. 
FOR FORTY EIQBT TEARS HE WAS DEAN OF OSSORY. BE FOUND THIS SACRED 
EDIFICE MUCH DELAFIDATED, AND CEASED NOT HIS EXERTIONS ITHTIL HE SAW IT 
COUFLETELT RESTORED, AND HADE UEET FOR HIS MASTER'S CONSTANT SERVICE. 
TO SET FORTH THE QLOV.Y OF QOD, AND SET FORWARD THE 8AXTATI0N OF HAH, 
WAS HIS GREAT OBJECT AND AIM ON EARTH; AND NOW HE RESTS IN HOPE OF 
A BLESSED lUUOBTALITr THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. HE WAS BOBN 
DECEMBER 24th, 1771. AND DIED MAY 3" 1S43. 

A tablet of black and white marble. 

The Honorable and Very Sev. Joseph Bourke was the third son of the 
Archbishop of Tuam, who was also third Earl of Mayo. He was presented to 
the Deanery, August 29, 1795, and instituted on the 12th September following. 
He married on the 23rd April, 1799, Mary, eldest daughter and co-heir of 
SackviUe Gardiner, Esq., by whom he bad three sons and two daughters. In 
1812 he was made Chancellor of Waterford, in addition to his Deanery ; 
and died at Salt Hill, near Dublin, on 3rd May, 1843. 

* An old heraldio MS. {pena aucL) obseirea Bible Cloae proper.** In tbe lune nwniucript 

that the arms of the Bee of Obbofj, which are PeniB and Leighlin are blazoned *' Saphire 2 

therein described nearly BS above, were, — "An- Keys SaltirewiBe Bnppreat \>y a Mitre with 

tiently, in Bishop Hartstonges Time, A Bisbop Labels in Fess Topaz," It is moch to be wished 

habited, & Btanding between 2 pillars, holding that tbe ancient arms of the sees had been re- 

fais oroziei in his left hand and in hia right a tuned. 
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[100}. •!• HeRe m cho paich and gracq of chrisc nesrs cee body 

OF lOHN BUCLeU SeCOND mARQUlS OP ORTnONDO WHOTTl GOD CALLBD CO 

HimseLF CHe 25^8 day of sepcemBeR in CHe tsar of our lord i834« 
IN ACKNowLeDGemeNc OP CHe BLessiNos op CHe pasc. & in e;cpec- 

CANCT OF CHe ROSURReCClON OF CHO DCAD AND CHB LIPe OF CHB 

WORLD CO come his widow RAises cms memoRLAL co hor BeLoveD 

HUSBAND* 

This is a very beautiful altar tomb, with reciunbent effigy, executed by 
Mr. Edward Richardson, of London. The plinth is of gray Killcenny lime- 
stone, consisting of two steps; on this stands the monument, which is of 
the table form, and sculptured in fine-grained Caen stone. The style followed 
all through is early Decorated Gothic. The base and cornice are richly 
molded — deep hollows throwing out finely the more prominent members of 
each group. Each side is enriched by five molded quatrefoils of an upright- 
oval form, within which are suspended by the strap or guige, heater-shaped 
shields, each charged with the armorial bearings of the deceased, and sur- 
mounted by a Marquis's coronet; the central shield bears all the charges 
quarterly, which are again carved singly on the four others, viz.: 1, the chief, 
indented, the original cognizance of the family ; 2, three covered cups, an addi- 
tional bearing assumed with the office of chief butler of Ireland ; 3, a lion ram- 
pant, on a chief a swan between two annulets, the arms borne by Edmond 
Earl of Carrick, father of the first Earl of Ormonde ; 4, ermine, a saltier en- 
grailed, the arms oftheFitzgeraldsofthe house of Desmond — James, the ninth 
Earl of Ormonde, having married Joan, the daughter and sole heir of an 
Earl of Desmond. Bound the central shield are hung the collar and jewel 
of the order of St Patrick. This arrangement is repeated on each side. At 
each end of the tomb is a quatrefoil of similar form, and enriched similarly with 
the central side compartments already described — the shield being charged 
with the achievement of the deceased, already described, borne quarterly ; 
and impaling, on a cross engrailed, between four eagles displayed, five lions 
passant for Paget The spandrils of the quatrefoils are filled with foliage 
carved from nature. At the angles, where two half quatrefoils meet, stand 
angels supported by foliaged corbels, and holding in their hands scrolls bearing 
2t2 
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Uie following texts :—i am tfie HesanitHon anb fbt %ift. I fcnotD tbat m Uduntrc 
Ifbtti. VIessdi an itK lieali b^ bir fn b* %«)). ^|ib lEtinjjtrom tone, ®Iib liifll bt Oone. 

Round the upper member of the cornice runs the inscription, carved in raised 
ornamental capitals, partaking of the Lombardic character. The monument 
is surmounted by the effigy of the deceased, clothed in the mantle and collar of 
the Order of St Patrick The eyes are closed as in sleep. The six children of 
Lord and Lady Ormonde are grouped at the head and feet The eldest son 
and daughter, the present Marquis and Lady Mary Butler, support the head, 
each kneeling on one knee, whilst the second sod, Lord Hubert, clings to his 
lost parent, resting his infant head on that of his father. At the feet are the 
three younger children, Lord Arthur Butler kneeling in the centre, with hia 
hands clasped, as if in prayer; while at either side ait the infant Lord Theobald 
and Lady Blanche. The idea of grouping the children at the head and foot of 
the effigy on the monument was painfully appropriate from the circumstances 
attending the death of this nobleman ; and is said to have been suggested by 
their real position aa they hung round the unconscious body of their beloved 
parent on the strand beneath Loftus Hall. The monument is surrounded hy 
a light iron railing of Gothic character, harmonizing with the general design. 

The much lamented nobleman for whom this tomb was erected was the 
eldest son of the Marquis James — whose monument has been already noticed — 
by Grace Louisa (third daughter of the Kght Hon. John Staples and the Hon. 
Henrietta Molesworth, daughter of the third Viscount Molesworth), who still 
survives. He was born in Merrion-square, Dublin, on the 24th August, 1808, 
was educated at Harrow school, and subsequently took the degree of M. A. at 
Oxford. During his father's life, whilst bearing the title of Earl of Ossory, he 
was elected Member of Parliament for the county of Kilkenny, in 1830; and, 
by his father's decease on the 22nd May, 1838, he succeeded to the peerage 
as second Marquis of Ormonde (of the creation of 1825), twenty-first Earl of 
Carrick (1315), twentieth Earl of Ormonde (1328), twelfth Earl of Ossory 
( 1527), ninth Viscount Thurles (1537), twenty-third Baron Arklow by tenure, 
all dignities in the peerage of Ireland ; and second Baron Ormonde of Llan- 
thony Abbey, county of Monmouth (1821), in the peerage of the United 
Kingdom. In September, 1841, he was appointed a Lord in Waiting to the 
Queen, and having held that office to February, 1852, he was re-appointed 
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in JoDuaty, 1853, and retuned it to his death. He was metalled a Enight 
of the Order of St Patrick in 1845, and was also Hereditary Chief Butler of 
Ireland; Colonel of the Kilkenny Militia; Vice- President of the Royal Dublin 
Society; Patron of the Kilkenny and South-east of Ireland Archteological 
Society ; President of the Kilkenny Literary and Scientific Institution, &c., 
&C. On the 19th September, 1843, he married Frances Jane, eldest daughter 
of the Honourable Sir Edward Paget, G. C. B., spd niece to the late Marquis 
of Anglesey. His Lordship's death occurred suddenly in the year 1854, under 
very melancholy circumstances. He had proceeded with his family from the 
Castle of Kilkenny to Loftus Hall, a seat of Lord Ely, on the coast of the 
county of Wexford, for the bathing season, and on the morning of the 25th 
September, whilst bathing and sporting with his children in the shallow 
water on the beach near the Hall, was suddenly stricken down by apoplexy 
amongst them, and within view of his lady who was on the strand, and ex- 
pired almost immediately. His remains were conveyed to Kilkenny, and 
interred in the cathedral of St Canice, the burial'place of his ancestors, 
on the 2nd of October following, accompanied by such a demonstration of 
respectful sorrow on the part of the inhabitants of the city and county as had 
not been witnessed for many centuries. The body was home to the grave 
by the mourning tenantry of the Ormonde estates, by whom his Lordship 
was deeply and deservedly beloved, and amongst whom and their posterity 
his memory will be ever cherished as that of a good and indulgent landlord. 
The funeral cortege was composed of the nobility, gentry, and clergy, and 
inbabitants of the surrounding district — the Corporation of the city in official 
costume — ^tbe local Masonic bodies, of one of whose lodges the noble deceased 
had been a member — the pupils of Kilkenny College, a foundation of the 
Ormonde family, in which he bad manifested a warm interest — the military of 
the garrison — &c., &c The Lord Bishop of Ossory officiated at the obsequies, 
and delivered an eloquent discourse on the occasion, bearing testimony to the j sermmom 
exalted character and many virtues of the noble deceased in terms so just oH.F^^^itf'^ 
and so well-deserved, that (as any words of ours could ill supply the place of 5^ **7^ 
the preacher's eulogy) we are tempted to quote the following passage ; — ^ 

" The representative and heed of an iUustrious house, he was fitted to grace any lineage 
however exalted. Hig mental endowments had been carefully coluvated, and combined, 
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as the; were, with no common neuure of sensibility and taste, diey qualiSedhim to appre- 
ciate aad to enjoy everything ^at was beautiful in nature, or art, or literature. And the 
means of all suoK refined enjoyments were to a large extent witbin his reach. But his 
moral qualities were a source of higher happiness to himself and to others, than any that 
the gifts of eitber intellect or fortune could yield. He was not merely most honourable 
and upright, and conscientious in every relation of life, both public and private, but he 
exhibited in all a nature so kindly, that I believe it is no exaggeration to say, that, having 
passed forty-six years in this world, and mingled with all ranks of society in it, be has not 
only not left an enemy behind bim, but not even an individual who cherished an anldndly 
feeling towards him ; and that while few enjoyed a larger measure of esteem and of affec- 
tion from those who came nearer to him (I do not of coarse speak of those who were bound 
to bim by the nearest ties), he had the rare felicity, that he was valued most, loved most, 
and is mourned most by those who had known him longest and best." 

Few that heard these words, and saw the remains of that good man lowered 
into his grave, amidst the silent grief of the thousands who thronged the aisles 
of the venerable cathedral, can readily forget the scene, or have failed to carry 
with them into the work-day world thoughts calculated to make them sadder 
and better men. The Marquia of Ormonde's chief pleasure consisted in the 
gratification of his refined literary tastes. He was an accomplished classical 
scholar, and is known to the world of letters by his " Autumn in Sicily," 
" Vita Sancti Kannechi," and other works. At the time of his death he was 
engaged in selecting from the invaluable collection of manuscripts, which he 
had inherited, materials for a History of the House of Ormonde. His eldest 
son, James Edward William Theobald, who succeeded to the titles and 
honours of the family, was born in 1844, and is godson of the late Queen 
Adelaide.— J. G., and J. G. A. P. 
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AENGTTS, king of Mtuuter, wcompaniet St 
Pktrick to Sughir, 7. 

Aghabo, monastic commoDities of, 1, 14; foun- 
dation of monutetj of^ 16 ; aitoation of, 16 ; 
church of, nbnilt, 1 7 ; entered by O'More, 1 8 ; 
resort for pilgrims, 16 ; burned, 1 8 ; rebuilt and 
rebamed, 16, ISn.; antique found in chorch- 
yard of, 19; Dominican abbey of, 20. 21; 
rectory of, 21 ; see-lands o^ traiuferred, 30. 

Aghethor, 167 n. 

Aghnr, 167 n. 

AUbhe. life of, 2. 

Aileach, prince of, 23. 

Ailill, king of Cashel, 7. 

Alen, Master of the Rolls, 2?7. 

Aleyn, we Allan. 

Allan, tomb of, 145 ; notice of^ 146. 

Almand, Almeric St, 279. 

Anderson, Paris, poem by, 62. 

Andrews, an informer, 302, 303. 

Anglo-Normans, armour of, 136. 

Anne, consort of Richard II., 154. 

ArchddLio, Donald, tomb of, 138 h. 

name of, 159 fl. 

Archer, Gregory Fitx John, 164. 

Margaret, tomb of, 249. 

Arklow recovered by Sir Piers Butler, 201 n. 

Ariond, Edmond, deposition of, 209 n. 



Armagh, cloictheaoh of, bimed, I13n. 

Asbinghnrst, Randal, 302. 

Ash, tee Freigne. 

Athur, 167 n. 

Aubyn, de St, family o^ 148, 148 ft. 

AuguBtine, canons regular of, 1 1. 

Ayscue, Sir Greorge, gruit to, 167 n. 



Baillie, Col. John, tomb of, 333 ; notioe of, 333. 
Bale, John, bishop of Ossory, 37, 268, 284. 
Balintobyr, 2 n. 

lord of, tomb of, 283. 

Ballylarkan, 167. 

Bangor founded, 16 n. 

Barlow, Elizabeth, tomb of, 287. 

Ralph, or Randolph, 287. 

Baron, Milo, 36. 

Barry, bishop, 36. 

Barton, Robert, tomb of; 322. 

Batalha, monastery of, 36 n. ; belfry of, SO, 90 n. 

Bateman, Richard, 153. 

Beacan, founder of church ttf Kill Beacan, 7 n. 

Bell hill, 6 n. 

Bonn, James, deposition of, 39, 306 n., 307 »■ 

Bermingham, William de, 149. 

Bicton, Jkmes, dean of St Cantce, 390. 

Birr wasted by Danes, 8. 
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BUnchrell, Gilbert, depoaition of, 210 n. 

Isabella, deposition of, 210 n. 

BUnobTille, Geiald, tomb of, 300. 

family of, 301-3. 

Blund, Adam le, 143. 
Bolger, Peter, tomb of, 284. 

family of, 284. 

Bol^rne, Mary, 215. 

Sir Thomas, 232. 

Bolton, tet Fonlkes. 

Botiller, tee Butler and Ormonde. 
Bonrchier, Charles and Frederi<^-Philip, tomb 
of, 272. 

Sir George, arms of, 272. 

femily of, 272. 273. 

Bourke, Joseph, dean of Ossory, tomb of, 344; 

notice of, 344. 
Bontell, Rev. Charles, on rtndy of monuments, 

128, 129; quoted, 132 n.; on armour, I67«.; 

on female head-dress, 183 n. 
Bradsbaw, headstone of, 265 n. 
Bran, ancestor of O'Byraes, 18 n. 
Brant church; tet Burnohnrcb. 
Braosa, de, 234. 
Bray, Elizabeth, tomb of, 307. 
Bregacb, river, 31 n. 
Brenach, Onorina, tomb of, 258. 

I origin of name, 262, 
Brenan, Edmoud, tomb of, 286. 

John, tomb of, 304. 

Brendan of Clonfert, date of death of, 16 n- 
Brin, Donatns, tomb of, 283. 
Brode, John, of Thomostown, 163. 
Bryan family, reUcs belonging to, 297 n. 
Bui, Bosia, tomb of, 144. 

family of, 144. 

BuUcoIey, family of, 32!. 

Boland, 321. 

BulUey, Thomas, 64. 

Bnmchurch, barons of, 156 n., 238 n. 

tombs at, 2B0. 

Bnshop, John and Edward, tomb of, 343 ; notice 
of, 313, 314. • 



Butler, de«n, of Clonmacnoise, 148 n. 

Edmond and Theobald, 186, 166 n. 

- — - Edmond, archbishop of Cashel, 239 »■ 

Edmond Mac Richard, 219. 

Edmond, tomb of, 315. 

Elida, abbeas of Kilkylhyn, 267. 

I Jamee Wandesforde,marqniaofOrmoBde, 

tomb of, 341; notice of; 342. 
I . John, seooud marquis of Ormonde, tcnnb 

of, 344 ; memoir of, 344-48. 

Lady Ellena, tomb of; 276. 

—— Mac JUchard, 36. 

Kiohard, third Tiaoonnt Honntgarret, 

tomb of; 304; notice of, 305, 306. 

— ^— Kchard, firat Viscount Mountgarret, tomb 
of, 266; notice o^ 269. 270. 

Sir James, marriage of; 185, 186 ; will of, 

187, 187 n.; character of, 190, 191. 

Sir Piera, documents relating to, 185 m.- 

190 n., 199-202; memoir of, 187; letter of, 
193, 194; indenture of, quoted, 206; patent 
of, as earl of Ossory, 233, 234. 

■ Thomas, slain, 239 1.-241 n. 

Set Ormonde and Ossory. 

Butlers, proceedings of the, 278. 



Calf, m Tayle and Valle. 

Cane, Dr., his letter on skeletons found beneath 
round tower, 117-19- 

Ganice, St, his monastery at Aghabo, 16; life 
of, 16 n.; visits St, Columba, 16n.; acts of, 
17; patron of, 21 n.; church of; rebuilt, 2S; 
school-house of, 247 *>• 

cathedral of, foundation of, 31 ; steps of, 

erected, 38; bell of, 38; organ in, at early 
period, 39; ancient monstrance of, 40; an- 
cient stained glass windows of, 42 ; min of, 
by Cromwell, 43; bill for repairs of; 46-48; 
bells of, 48-50, 60, 62; coachway to, 53; 
benefactors for adorning, 59; organist of, 60; 
modem organ of, 63; architecture of, 65, u 
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teq.i vaoltB of, 68; tncborite'a c«ll in, 70; 
glua in, 71-3; font in, 76; belfVy nnlt of, 
90; monumental antiquitiu of, 127, etteq.i 
inscribed monuments of, liO,el»eq.; illegible 
tomb in, 17S- 

round tower of, 36, 106; dimenrionti of, 

109; akeletOQt foundin, 114-120; Cbristiut 
origin of, 120, 121; burning of, 122 n. 

Canioopolis, k nune of Kilkennjr, 23. 

CantweU, family of, 180, ISl. 
' ■ John, lord ofMoyk&rkj, depoaiUon o(209'>- 

Muter John, tomb of, 180. 

Oliver, bishop of Ossory, 173 n., 175> 

Biohmrd, tomb of, 262. 

William, lord of BalljntobTr, tomb of, 283. 

CBntwellVcoort, «m Sandfort's-cotirL 

Carliel, Muter William, tomb of, 151; notice of, 
152; Real of, 153 n. 

— — John de, tomb of, 155 n. 

Thomu de, 155 n. 

Carrigogonnell, cutle of, 278 n. 

Cutledongb, tee Odogh, 

Cawiagb, Maurioe, 229 n. 

Charlemagne, influence of the Irish ecdesiutica 
over, 120 fl. 

Charlea the Bald, his law respecting remuns of 
the dead, 120 n. 

Cbiarain, ms Kieran. 

Cinel Fiaobach, extant of, 5 n. 

Clandonagb, 17n. 

Clarmallagh, 17 R. 

Clare, Muter James, tomb of. 299. 

ftmil7oi;29d. 

Cloghcordeile, lord of, tomb of, 283. 

Clonan, Richard, tomb of, 315. 

CloDcarrj, lord, anceator of, 256. 

CloDmaCDoise plundered, 113it. 

Cody, origin of name, 159*). 

CoUea, William, of Kilkenny, 30. 

Colnan, son of Fearaide, 16. 

Colnmba, St., Adamnan's life of, 14 n. ; his mo- 
nastery, 16; visited by St. Canice, l6».;mi- 
racle of, recorded, 113n. 
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Coonell, Dorothy, 322. 

William, 290,291. 

Comyn, Elizabeth, 149. 

Coolcraheen, manor of, 265 fl. 

Coolkill, cutle of, 220 n. 

CorbaUy, 167. 

Cork, expedition to, in 1535, 278 n. 

Cormacan Eigeas, circuit of Ireland by, 23- 

Cormick, Nicholas, tomb of, 322. 

family of, 323. 

Cotterell, tombs of family of, 252; notice of, 

253-55 ; origin of name, 253 n. 
Cottrell's-brldge, 81 n. 
CouTcy, Letitia, bimb of, 252. 
Courts to wo, tee Grace. 
Cowly, Bobert, ancestor of late duke of WeU 

lingtoD, 280 fl.; referred to, 242, 242a 
Cox, Anna, tomb of, 324. 
Michael, arohbbhop of Caahel, tomb of, 

324; satirical epigram on, 325. 
Cromwell, letter to, 36 ; occupies the Irishtown 

of Kilkenny, 42; treatment of St. Canice's 

cathedral by, 128. 
Crossan, Mac-I> origin of, 10 n. 
Crumwell, Secretary, 237 n. 
Cusack, Walter de, 156. 
Cuthbert, St., monastery of, 7 n. 



D'Achery, canons printed by, 7 n- 

Danes, incursions of, 8. 

Dangan, cutle of, 270. 

Davis, James, tomb of, 329- 

Dawson, Hugo, tomb of, 330; notice of, 330. 

Deane, Eichardr bishop of Ossory, tomb of, 

286. 
DecUn, life of, 2. 

Detnpsy, Colonel James, memorial of, 173- 
Derry, a cuhel round churches of, 8n. 
Desmond, earl of, 193, 211 »., 230. 
Diaimnid, king of Ireland, 7 n. 
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Di&rmaid Na-n-Gall, 27 n. 

Dillon, SirL., priory of Seir-Kientn letsedto,12. 

Dioetey, Thomas, referred to, 129 n., 31S, 319- 

Diiert-EieraD, 8 n. 

Dobbyn, Robert, tomb of, 147. 

femily of, 147, 14a 

Donrnghmore, townUnd of, 31 n. 
Donfu-te, tomb of vicar of, 266. 
Donnchadli, son of Flann Sinna, wallj in ceme- 
tery at Saigliir, bailt by, 8. 
Donning, em Duning> 
Donoboa, William, tomb of, 275. 

family of, 275, 276. 

Donm, bishop, slun, 229, 229 n. 

Dowet, Henry, dean, St. Patrick's, Dublin, 155. 

Dowli, ( ), tomb ot 271. 

Dowly, tee O'Dowly. 

Downing, »e» Duning, 

Dublin, Walter, arobbisbop of, 189 R. 

Duigin, Bicbard, tomb of, 320. 

family of, 320, 321. 

Dnnbar, Sir George, 337 n, 
Duning, Master Simon, tomb of, 146. 

family of, 146, 147. 

Dunmore, manor of, 196 n. 

Danning, gee Dnning. 

Dunphy, tee Donohoo. 

Doske, son of abbot of; crucified, 229 n. 

Dymma, ohief of Ui-Fiaohach, 5, 5 »-, 7- 



Edward in., order of, 279- 

Eile O'Carrol, 3 n., 263. 

Eleo*, daughter of Edward, tomb of, 144. 

Elizabeth, queen, demises prioty of Seir-Kienu, 

12; grant of Aghabo by, 21. 
England, queens of, qoeen's-gold of, 154, 154 n., 

155 n. 
Eure, Walter, 158. 

Eto, daughter of Diarmaid Na-n-gall, 27. 
Evlina, abbess of Kilkillebeen, 186 n. 



Faelan the Blind, 18. 

Farsmund L, king of the Franks, law of, re- 
specting remains of the dead, 120 n. 

Fame, St. Cnthbert, monastery of, 7 »■ 

Fennel, Dr., tears down Rinucuni's excommu- 
nication, 41. 

Ferns, castle of, 270. 

Ferta, round tower of, burned, 122 r. 

Fforster, Edmund, 188*1., I89n. 

Ffreynssbe, Thomas, 151. 

Fitz- Anthony, seneschal of Leinater, 167. 

Fitz-David, Miles, 176. 

Fitzgerald, countessMargaret, tomb of, 182; re- 
ferred to, 196. 

Catherine of Desmond, 204 n. 

James, slayer of Robert Talbot, 226. 

~— Sir Thomas, 285, 236 ; baion of Bam- 
oborch, 236 n. 

Lord Thomas, 242. 

Fitz-GUbert, see Strongbow. 

Fitzpatrick, Florence, baron of Upper Ossory, 21. 

Folyng, Bartholomew, 147. 

Fore abbey referred to, 14. 

Fontall, Bichard, tomb of, 164. 

family of, 164. 

Foulkes, Mrs. Frances, tomb of^ 67, 314; notice 
ot; 314. 

Foulksrath, lands of, 264, 265. 

Fowke, tee Foulkes. 

Fowler, Rer. Luke, 106. 

Robert, bishop of Ossory, tomb of, 343. 

Fraxineto, de, see Freigne. 

Frayne, tee Freigne. 

Freigne, John Fitz-Ollrer de la, 150. 

. family of, 159«. 

Robert de 1», 165. 

French, lee Freigne. 

Freny, tee Freigne, 

Freshford, 167 n. 

Fuaran, 2n., 4. 

Fnlc's Rath, tte Foulksrath. 
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Fyui, Thomia, 185fl. 
WUluun, 190 n. 



0. 

Gatney, Ghtistoplier, bishop of Oeaory, tomb 

of. 270. 

Captain George, 273. 

Muter Robert, tomb of, 27S. 

Gftle, Marik, tomb of, 3I6. 
Germuitu, instmotor of St. Patrick, 6. 
GillaphadrMg, grantUon of Donnchadb, mnrder 

of, 2& 
Glandore, family of, 10 n. 
Gloucester, Thomaa, dake of, 157. 
Grsce, Edmonde, 171' 
. John, baron of Courtetown, tomh of, 258; 

notice of, 258-62. 

MtGru. 

Grant, Canon Peter, tomb of, 175. 

family of, 176, 177 ». 

James, deposition of, 209 *>• 

Gras, Ellen, tomb of, 250. 

Graunt, le, see Grant, 

Gray, Lord Leonard, lord deputy, 199, 228. 

Grey, Elizabeth, coantess of Kildare, 221. 

Gros, Baymond le, ancestor of Grace family, 259, 

Grose's antiquities of Ireland, plate of Aghabo 



Hacket, David, bishop of Osaory, 36; tomb of^ 
249; notice oC 250. 

Nicholas, tomb of, 249; notice of, 250. 

Thomas, tomb of, 249; notice of, 250. 

Hakhed, ms Hacket. 

Hamilton, archbishop, canopied brats of, 129 R. 
Uartstonge, ^tandisb, tomb of, 318; family of, 

318, 319. 
Henry VIH., published state papers of, 207; 

letter o^ to Earl of Surrey, 218. 

2z 



Heydon, John, 292, 293. 

Hibernia, tee Ireland. 

Hill, Thomas, dean of St Ganice, 312; notice 

of, 318; bU will, 313. 
Hinba, 16 n. 

Hollecban, William, tomb of, 285. 
Horsfall, John, bishop of Ossoty, tomb of, 286. 
Hothe, Thomsa, 37. 
Howard, Frederick George, son of Earl of 

Carlisle, tomb of, 340; notice of, 341, 342. 
Howford, Comet Robert, 177. 
Howth, book of, age of, l90n, 
Huar, river, 2 n., 4 n. 
Huaron, 4, 5 n. 
Hyde, James de la, seneschal of the Liberty of 

Meath, 154. 



I. 

Ibar, life of, 2. 

Ibrackan, Murrongh, earl of, 278. 

Ilger, William, 301. 

Inch House, 329. 

Inchiquin, cessation of hostilities with, 41. 

Murrongh, baron of, 27S. 

Ireland, acts of sunte of, 3n., 5n., 6n. ; orders of 
saints of, 15 n.; ecclesiastical oonunissioners 
of, 14; thecircuit of, 23; council of, quoted, 
36; tour in, quoted, 56; regal cemeteries of, 
qooted, 121 ; Fsgan mode of burial in, 121. 

Irish church, monachism of, 15, 15 n. 

—— warres, 42 n. ; parliaments, 213n., 214n., 
238tt.) council, letteraof>235; statutes against 
grey merchants, 255 n. 

Irisbmen, duties upon, 193n. 

Irisbtown presentment quoted, 170 n. 



Jacob's law dictionary on "queen's-gold," 154 n. 
155 n.; on " qainsieme," 169 n- 
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James I., graotG priory of Seir-Eienn, 13; 

grants Aghabo, 21. 
James IL, in disgnise at Fnck'g Castle, 256. 
Jerpoiot, town of, 149; skirmish at, 242, 243. 
Joener's FoUj, townland of, 247 n. 
John.St., priory of, Kilkenny, 29'k; ladycbapel 

of, 94 R., 95 n. ; mode of burial in priory of, 

near EDntBoortliy, llGn. 
Johnson, William, tomb of, 289. 

family of, 290. 

Jones, Dr., bishop of Gloyne, 128. 



Korllel, or Kulele, see Carlid. 
Earroke, Thomas, tomb of, 179- 
EaTanagh, Arthnr, 1 S5 n, 

Sabina, 185. 

Eearney, John, bishop of Ossory, tomb of, 
834. 

John, ohsDcellor of Ossory, 334. 

Kearan, John, 39. 

Kells, round tower of, 124. 
Kelly, Dennis, tomb of, 282. 

William, tomb of, 298, 299. 

Eenede^ Joane, tomb of, 316. 
Eenerock, tee Eieran. 
Eentewall, tee Cant well. 

Kerin, Patrick, tomb of, 270. 

Eerren, Walter, mason, 138 n., 284. 

Keten, John, 156. 

Ei«raa, St, lives of, 2-5, 5n., 6, 7; park 
of, 4n., Sn.; well of, 4 n., 31n.; bell of, 6; 
cemetery of, 7; not a monk, I5n.; chair 
of, 75. 

Eildare, Gerald, eighth earl of, discourse of va- 
riance between, and Ormond, 190n,; deputy 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 191; letter 
of, 192; foray of, against O'Tooles, 209; 
award of Henry TIIL relating to, 221 n.- 
225 n. ; charges of, against Ormonde, 228. 

Eilfane diurch, effigy in, 180. 



Kilkenny, the community of; 18; history oC, 
22, tt teq. ; Tarioos forma of name, 22 r. ; 
earliest allusion to, 24; IrishtAwn of. Dr. 
Ledwich on, 24 «. j meaning of name, 24 n. ; 
burned by Diarmaid, 25; fortified by Earl 
Pembroke, 27, 28; town of, demolished, 28; 
castle of, 29; charter of, 29; erected into a 
see, 31, 32; cathedral at, 32; parliament at, 
34; Sinuccini's entry into, 40, 41 ; lemale 
dress in county of, 137«<.; market cross oC 
149n.; Tholsel of, 220,220n.; Liberty of, 
234; plundered by Earl of Eildare, 241; 
freeholders of, 280 n., 281 n. 

arohcoiogical society of, 78 n. 

Eilkylhyn, abbess of, 267. 

Eill Beacan, founder of, 7 n. 

Eill-Liadhune, or Killyon, Sn. 

Eilmacdnagh, church 



Kipling, Joshua, 55. 

Eiteler, William, sheriff of Eilkenny, 143. 

Kyteler, Dame Alice, 34, 143>i., I60. 

Eyrane, William, tomb of, 307- 

■ &mily of, 306. 



Lafian, Uaster John, 189 n. 

Long, M8 Loiige. 

Lanigan, Dr., 2, 7 n. ; on Bangor, 16 n.; on 

etymology of name Kilkenny, 24 ». 
Lanyngton, 170fl. 
Launde, Walter de la, 170 n. 
LsureQce, Thomas St, alia$ Howthe, 37 «■ 
Lawless, Master Bichard, 185, 190ft, 208, 

208 n., 232, 232 n., 244, 247. 
family o^ tombs of, 252, 255; notice of, 

255-5a 
Leap, castle of the, 1 1, 210, S28 n. 
Leckey, Bey. James, his sonnets to the round 

tower of St Canice, 126, 126. 
Ledrede, Bichard de, 34; windows of, 74. 
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Ledwich, Dr., controTerted u to Irishtown of 
Kilkenny, 24n.t od etymology of Kilkenny, 
24 n. 

Leger, Oefifry St, second founder of St> Ctnice's 
CktbednJ, 33, $5 a.; tomb of, 131 n. 

George St,, 205. 

■ Junes St., of Bftllyfennon, tomb of, 279- 

family of, 279. 280. 

Leighlin, community of, 18. 

LunBter HS., ennkls of, 18n.; seigniory of, 

granted by Henry II., 27. 
Lemyvenene, ie» Leap. 
Le Poer, family of, 176. 
Leringe, Ensign Charles Vere, tomb of, 341 ; 

notice of, 341. 
Liadbne, mother of Kieran, 5 n. 
Limerick, expedition to, in 1535, 276 n. 
Loch-Dachaech, 17. 

Londres, Henry de, vicar of Knock topher, 186. 
Longe, Bichard, tomb of, 315. 
Loughmoe, church of, 263. 
LoTett, Mr., robbery of, 329. 
Lngaidh, father of Kierao, 2. 
Lyons, new castle of, 232 n. 
Lyrtt, Henry de Fonto de, tomb of, 142. 
Lynns, tomb of^ 145. 
^^ family of, 145. 



Mac Art, Cormac, hu borial, 121, 122. 
Mac Carthy, Donnell, indenture of, 206. 
Uac Daman, gospels of, 19 ». 
H'Elheran, Dr., on ancient crania, 117, 116t 
Mao Gillapatrick, Dermot mac Shane, 220. 
— - Dermot, taaist of, 239, 239n.-241n. 
' Diannaid, 18. 

-, — Donnell, 30 n. 

embassy of the. to Henry VIII., 219- 

lord of OsBory, sons of; skin, 36. 

Maoher, Morona, tomb of, 285. 
Mac James, Me Butler. 



Mac Mahon, Charles, his work burned at Kil- 
kenny, 42, 42 n. 

Mac Murrough, IDcrmot, king of Leinster, 185, 
186 n. 

Mac Odo, 150 n. 

Mac Shane, Sir Gerald, 224 n. 

Magh Bughne, king of, 23 n. 

Maguire, scholiast, 6 n. 

Mainwaring, family ^ 292. 

Malveiein, bishop, letter o^ 32. 

Mapiiton, Bishop Hugh, founder of St, Canice's 
cathedral, 33; tomb of, 131. 

Mareschall, Williftm, Earl, 19 n., 20, 28 n.. Sin. 

Maresse, Edmond, deposition of, 210 n. 

Marob, John, tomb of, 264. 

Martin, WiUian^ 130. 

Mary, St., chapel of, 67. 

Maaham, tee Mossom. 

Massum, ue Mossom. 

Mawdsley, Anne, deposiUon of, 306. 

Meagher, Mary, tomb of, 311. 

Medina Celi, dakede, 257 n. 

Mochoemog, or Pnloherius, 3 n. 

Moghlande, Master John, tomb of, 173, 174. 

family of, 174. 

Mobland, tee Moghlande. 

Molgban, see Moghlande. 

Monck, Bev. Mstoub, rector of Bathdowney, 
325. 

Mony, James and John, 276. 

Moore, John, prebend of Aghoure, 307- 

Mordmer, Edmond de, earl of March and Ulster, 
154. 

Mossom, Eland, tomb of, 331 ; notice of; 331. 

family of, 326, 327. 

Rev. Dr., tomb of, 325. 

. Thomas, tomb of, 325. 

Motyng, Master Nicholas, tomb of; 266. 

family of, 267. 

Mountgarret, Lord, monameat erected by, 92. 

See Butler. 

MoDtheing, tee Uotyng. 

Moylan, tee Moghlande. 



.Google 



3S6 



Moiuter (south) Antiqiurian Sodety, l«ttei 

from membei of, 120 n., 122 n. 
Horcbad, graodaoa of FUon O'MaelsacliluDii. 

killed, 124 n. 
Marchadb blinds O'More, 16 n. 
liurphy, Patrick, tomb of, 310. 

family of, 312, 

Mygbell, Master Thomas, tomb of, 249; notice 

of, 250. 
Mynieres, family of, 328. 
Ber. Henry dea, tomb of, 337; will of; 

32a 



Neales, lee Nele. 

Ndl, ite Nel& 

Nele, Master John, tomb of, 180. 

famUy of, 182. 

Neyll, Thomas, deposition of, 209 n. 

Norfolk, duke of, 235 n. 

—— Ste Surrey. 

Nowlan, Joanna, tomb of, 270. 



Oakley demesne, entrenchment in, 12 n. 

O'Banan's Leap, 1 1 m. 

O'Boue, Anthony, tomb of, 316. 

O'Brien, Donough, 276, 277- 

O'BroUachan, Flaherty, cashel erected by, 8 n. 

O'Bymes of Leinster, ISn. 

O'Carrol burnB monastery of Seir-Kieran, 1 1 ; 

burns Aghabo, 18, 19; kinsman of earl of 

Ormonde, 212. 
O'Coman, Master Edmund, vicar of Bosbercon, 

188 n. 
O'Congeo's band of poets, 10 n. 
O'Connor, foray of, 235, 236. 
Odogh, casUe of, 170 n. 
O'Donnchadha, sept of, 275. 
Donough, 275. ■ 



O'Donovaa, John, LL.D., transcript by, from 
Keating's history of Ireland, 8 ft.; on the 
Crossans, 10 n.; on name Kilkenny, 24 n. 

O'Dowly, William, tomb of, 316. 

O'DuIlaoy, Felix, tithes granted by, 29; hU 
cathedral, 29 n. 

O'Hediao, bishop, 56. 67. 

O'Kelly, Shane Na Moy, 269. 

Oldham, Thomas, on tiles, 77. 

O^Maly, Donat, prior of Callan, I90n. 

O'More, Faelan, chief of Leix, 18; blinded, 
18 n. 

Connell, 221. 

Eory Oge, 36. 

sept of, 177. 

O'Mnlconry, John, son of Torna,copy of Keating's 
history of Ireland by, 9 *>• 

O'Neill, Henry, lOSn. 

OThelan, John, 58, 130; errors of; 139. 173, 
179 fl., 251. 

Oran, ^nroh of, 5 n. 

O'Renehan, «ee Rinighan. 

Ormonde, eighth earl of, his tomb, 136. 

family of, 184; Tault of, 64. 

. Jamea, second earl of, 153, 153n., 154. 

■ James Wandesforde. marquis of, tomb of, 
342; notice of, 342,343. 

John, late marquis of, tomb of, 345; me- 
moir of, 345-48. 

— Margaret, countess of, letter of, to Henry 
VIII., 247; cbancter of, 24a 

pedigreeof house of, by Lawless, 184, 1 84 n. 

Piers Butler, earl of, tomb of, 162; deputy 

to Earl of Surrey, 2 19 ; letter of, to Lord James 
Bntler, 227; indenture between, and earl of 
OsEory, 231 n., 232 n. 

■ ■■■ tenth earl of, his tomb, 13a 

■ ■■■ Thomas, earl of, his letter to Sir Piers 
Butler, 204, 205; death of, 207- 

See Butler; sec Ossory, earl of; tte Fitz- 

O'Shee, m Shee. 
O'Sbeth, KsShea 
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Owoiy, ancient, extent of, 4 n. 

arms of tea of, 843 n. 

biBhopa of, 3, 30, 156. 

description of cathedral o( 65, (< ttq. 

■ diocese of, bounds of, 26 ; procurations of^ 

36 n. 

. — HenButler,earIof, indenture between, and 
Onnonde, 231 n., 232 n. ; patent of, 233, 234 ; 
chatges against Eildare, 238; indenture be- 
tween, and Henry THI., 241 ; grant to, 243 ; 
death and charaotor, 244, 245 ; will of, 245, 
246, 246 n. ; his desire to promote agricnl- 
tore, 248. 

OliTer, bishop of, 188 n., 208. 

tract on diocese of, age of, 22. 

Ste Butler; «m Fitzgerald; mc Ormonde. 

Otnnny, WiUiam, sculptor, 263. 

Otway, Thomas, his gifts to cathedral, 52 ; tomb 
of, 3 IS. 

Otwime, BoriciiB, 258. 

Oatlaw, WiUiam, 34. 

Soger, 34. 

WUliam, 143, 143n. 

Oweyn, Nicholas, 94 b., 95 ». 

Oxford ftrchit«ctaral society, specimens of grave- 
Btonea published by, 144 n. 



Pack, Anne, tomb of, 331. 332. 

— Catherine Anne, tomb of, 332. 

Dean Thomas, tomb of, 332. 

■ Major-General Sir Denis, tomb of, 334, 
835; memoir of, 335-340; address from Cor- 
poration of Kilkenny to, 336 n., 337 n. 

Mrs. Catherine, tomb of, 332. 

Thomas, tomb of, 331. 

family of; 332, 333- 

Paradise, anchorite's cell called, 244 n. 

Pany, John, bishop of Ossory, 46; letter of, 48; 
bequest of, 51 . 

Ap, letter of, 277. 

bishop, 293 n. 



SX. 357. 

Patrick, St, life of, 2 n., 3, 3 fk, 6. 7- 

Pembrock, see Pembroke. 

Pembroke, DsTid de, 159. 

family of, 274. 

Thomas, tomb of, 274. 

Stephen, 169. 

Perers, Sir Edward, 158. 

Phelan, Anastasia, tomb of, 311, 312. 

^^ James, bishop of Ossory, 297 n. 

Margaret, tomb of, 298. 

Philipstown, set Dangan. 

Pierce, earl, letter of, 277. 

PiUe, Walter de la, 147. 

Pincbon, Peter, deposition of, 302. 

Pins, LudovicuB, ecclesiastical reformaUon of, 
quoted, 8 n. 

Pococke, bishop, 56-8; monninent of, 92n-i 
329, 330; referred to, 13a 

Poer, Arnold le, seneechal of Liberty of Kil- 
kenny, 147. 

Ponto or Ponte, de, tomb of, 142. 

family of, 143. 

Pooley, dean, his gifts to cathedral, 52-4. 

Poore, tu Power. 

Porcellis, de, we PurcelL 

Power, family of, 179; tomb of, 178. 

Preston, Sir Sichard, earl of Desmond, 265 n. 

Puck's castle, James IL at, 257- 

Pulcherius, or Uochoemog, 3n. 

Purcell, Edmond, tomb of, 250, 251. 

Elizabeth, 292, 293. 

EUen, 321. 

James, tomb of, 262. 

Pierce, 203. 

— Welter, 264. 

family of, 263-266. 

Purdue, family of, 50 n. 

Purser, tee PurcelL 

Pynson, Margeria, tomb of, 178. 



Bathbreaseil, synod of^ 26, 26 n. 
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Bei^h, Doimell, 185 n. 

Ri>n«, Margvet, tomb of, 284. 

Ricards of Lack, 146. 

Kiohkrd II., &shiona in time of, 136. 

order ot to W. Cmrliel, 154. 

Rinighu), Robert, tomb of, 268. 

Rinuccioi, papal Duncio, ent«r8 Kiltenay, 40. 

Robertson, William, srcbitect, remarks by, 106. 

Rochford, Walter, 171. 

msQor bouse of, 232. 

see Boleyne. 

Rouatuwn, lands of, 26j. 

R(^r of Wexford, 131*1. 

Roirk, Donat, Me Roth. 

Rome, bishop of, authority of, resisted in Ireland, 
241, 241 n. 

Roothe, MS Both. 

Both, Bishop David, tract by, 22 n.; referred 
to, 40; interdict of,41; description of cathe- 
dral by, 68; tomb of, 293; notice of, 294; 
works by, 294 ; portrait of, 296. 

Edward, a hostage to Cromwell, 294. 

Elena, tomb of, 315. 

Eliza, tomb of, 31 1. 

fcmily of, 294-98, 294 n. 

. Isabella, tomb of, 176. 

Robert, 245 n. 

Rothe, Me Roth. 

Rous, de, tee Rufus. 

BufuB, Hugh, first Anglo-Norman prelate of 
Osiory, 21 ; charter of, 31 n. ; his see, 32. 

Russell, Thomas, his works, 184 n.; MS. relation 
0^230. 

Buu,Rosia, 144 n. 

Byan, Walter, sheriff of Kilkenny, 274. 



Saigbir, cell at, 2, 3; cemetery at. 7; kings of 
OsBory buried at, 7; wasted by Danes, 8; 
cemetery at, w«lled-in by Donnchadb, son 
of Flann Sinna, 8; septum of, 6n. 



Sadbh, daughter of Donnchadb, 6, dn- 
Sandford, Charles, tomb of, 317. 

family of, 317, 318. 

Sandford's-court, 317, 318. 

Saunders, bishop, effigial brass of, 129*- 

Stvadge, family of, 281. 

George, tomb of, 281. 

Johanna, tomb of, 178. ' ' 

Thomas, tomb of, 282. 

Scanlao, prince of Ossory, 17. 

Soerlock, tee Sherlock. 

Scborthals, branches of the family of, 168 n. 

family of, 167. 

. — ~ James, tomb of, 165; effigy of, 166 
sword-belt of, 166; deposition of; 203. 

Johanna, tomb of, 262. 

John, deposition of, 208 ». 

Scorthalls, tee Scborthals. 

Seir-Eieran, monastic (^immunities of, 1, 2 
account of, 2 el leq.; forms of name, 2k. 
monastery of, plundered and burned, 10, 11 
inquisition rdative to, 1 1 «. ; valae of rectory 
of, 11; priory of, demised by Queen Eliza- 
beth, 12. 

Sepulchre's, St., manor of, 96. 

Shakspeare on erecting tombs in lifetime, 
262. 

Shee, Belina, tomb of, 283. 

Dr., of Irishtown, Kilkenny, ISa 

James and John, tomb of, 306; notice of, 

308n., 309, S09n., 310. 

Letitia, tomb of, 252. 

Mary, tomb of, 31 1. 

Sherlock, Margaret, tomb of, 283. 
Shillelogber, subsidy from cantred of, 165. 
Shortall, tee Scborthals. 

Sileyrtbir, MS Shillel<^her. 
Silken Thomas, 243. 
Sitrick, king of Dublin, 18 «. 
Skeffington, Sir Wm., lord deputy, 237. 
Skeirke, church of, 20n., 321, 322. 
Slane, round tower of, 125 »■ 
Snell, Tbomas, 36. 
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Sprice, Jobn, tomb of, 316- 

Stafford, Balph, etrl of, 152. 

Stonghton, Mn. Muy, tomb or, 201. 

family of, 292. 

Straffrad, Hugh, earl of, 150. 

Strong, Thomas, biahop of OESory, 285 fi. 

Strougbow, his landing in Ireland, 27, 27n; 
charter, granted by, 27 n. ; hii hmresa, 28 ; hie 
death, 28, 28 n. 

Surrey, Thomas, earl of^ lord deputy, 21 1 ; let- 
ten of. 212-215; recaUof, 217. 

Sutton, William, 188n. 

Sydney, Sir Henry, letter of, 37- 



T. 

Taafe, Captain, afterwarda Sir William, obtains 

priory of Seii^Sieran, 12. 
Talbot, family of, 149, 149 n. 

. John, 148. 

Bicbard, tomb of; 135, 162. 

Robert, builder of the wallB of Kilkenny, 

150. 

Bobert, of Belgaid, 226. 

Thomas, 163. 

&eCottereU. 

Talbot's castle, 163 n. 

inch, 256-8, 319 «. 

Tamelyn, lordship of, 152. 
Tatenale, John de, 35. 
Taylor, Nathaniel, tomb of, 331. 
Thoma^ St, abbey of, Dublin, 263. 
Thomond, Murrongh, earl of, 276. 

O'Connor Brian, king of, 277. 

Thouory, Bishop, l67n., 295fi. 
Threecastles, sw Odogh. 
Tobin, Egidia, tomb of, 279. 

family of, 148, 148 n. 

— Bobert, portreve of Irisbtowu, 263. 
Tomgraney, round tower of, 125 fi. 
Troja, Theobald de, 167. 
Tubrid cattle, 261, 261 n. 



Tullaghanbrogoe, 279- 

TuUow recovered by Sir Fien Butler, 20 1 n. 

l^we, Nicholas, deposition of, 208 n. 



Ui Fiacbach, 5, 7. 

Ussher, a friend to bishop Both, 295. 

ntlawe, see Outlaws. 



Vale, Master William, tomb o^ 267 ; notice 

of, 266. 
Talle, or Vale, changes in orthography of, 159- 

-SsiVayh 

Vaughan, Ber. Stephen, tomb o£ 321 ; notice 

of, 321, 322. 
Tayl, Lord William, tomb of, 158. 
Veraville, Thomas, 156. 
Tignoles, Dean, his repairs of cathedral, 60, 61, 

06)1., 109 n. 



W. 

Wale, Margaret, tomb of, 28a 

Bobert, will of, 290. 

Thomas and Bobert, tomb of, 269- 

. &e Vayle md Val& 

Wall, Luke, 161 ; token of, 162. 

ut VayL 

Walme, Leticia, tomb of, and of her husband, 

266. 
Walsh, father Nicholas, bishop of Ossory, 271. 
■ Joanna, tomb of^ 284. 

of the Mountain, title of, 175- 

~— Irish form of name, 262. 
Walter, Beatrix, 263. 

Theobald, 149. 

Warbeck, Perkyn, 194, 195 n. 
Watwn, Williaio, bell-ringer. 51. 
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Wmterford, othednd of, bruses in, 129 »- 

Watkiiuon, Jobii, 89. 

WftUert, John, nujror of KUkenpy, $9> 

Watten* turret, 164 n. 

Welledey, Sir WUltuo, 152. 

Wheeler, Dr. Jonu, bishop of Oiaorjr, 287. 

Joseph, of Stancart;, 39< 

Whelan, Moriiu, tomb of, 282. 

White, Junes, semot to Sir PiersBntler, 19< 



White, Jamea. prebendary of Haynott, 205 n. 

Ste Foulkes. 

Willismi, bishop Griffith, 39. 43, 44, 45. 
Wolsey, Cardinal, lettera of, 215 n., 216 n., 217, 

236. 
Woodlefe, Ditna, tomb of, 285. 
Worth, Edward, of Eathfumbam, 303. 
Wriotealey, Sir Thomas, 284 ■. 
Wyndsore, William de, 153. 



CORHIOENDA. 

Pig«!84, Um SO, ybr Wert UnnMer rco^ Eut UuDBtK. 
„ 348, ling 8, ^ ITIaip^^at) 5eopoit> nod mdiri$iab ni 

(™ete Tn<tip5Ti6s ""Sen 5eap6ic> 
„ 3ST, line 11, ;tr EIIk7lli;m nad KSkjybjB. 
„ 37!, Um iO, ^ acfakToiuot rtad qi ' 
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